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PREFACE 
by 


Hon. E. E Reece, M.H.A, Premier and Treasurer, 
State of Tasmania 


‘THE publication of the letters between William Jackson Hooker, the English Botanist, 

and his Botanical Correspondents in Tasmania, chief of whom was the Naturalist, 
Ronald Campbell Gunn, is not only of scientific importance but also a valuable contri- 
bution to the early history of the Colony. 


William Jackson Hooker, who had been Regius Professor of Botany at Glasgow 
from 1820, became Director of the Botanical Gardens at Kew in 1841. In 1855 his son, 
Joseph Dalton Hooker, was appointed Assistant Director, and became Director in 1865 
on the death of his father. 


The story of the Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew goes baek over two hundred years. 
The Gardens, with its Library, Museum, Plant Houses and Laboratories, are probably 
the most remarkable of their kind anywhere. Into three hundred acres of land beside 
the River Thames are concentrated almost every form of plant life, drawn from every 
country in the world; it is a collection built up by the dedicated work of many famous 
explorers and botanists, including Captain Cook and Sir Joseph Banks. The letters 
reproduced in this volume illustrate how this has been done, over long periods and dis- 
tances, when the small saling ship was the only means of communication between 
England and this remote Colony of Tasmania. 


Joseph Hooker used the reports made to his father from Gunn and others in the 
compilation of his “ Flora Tasmaniae ", published in London in 1860 under the authority 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. The British Admiralty was the pub- 
lishing authority by reason of the fact that the original investigation into the Flora of 
Tasmania was undertaken during the Antarctic voyage of the English Discovery Ships 
* Erebus" and “ Terror" (1839-43), under the command of Sir James Clark Ross, which 
anchored in the River Derwent for three months in the winter of 1841. During that 
voyage Joseph Hooker was Assistant-Surgeon of the “ Erebus ", and also Botanist to the 
expedition. On his return to England Hooker compiled his monumental work on the 
Tasmanian Flora, in four volumes; he dedicated it to Ronald Campbell Gunn of Laun- 
ceston, and William Archer of “ Cheshunt”, Tasmania. 


Looking back from this point of time the great amount of information available 
to Hooker then appears astonishing, but he explains it as due partly to the “ increased 
exertions of the Botanical Correspondents, who were stimulated by the prospect of a 
speedy publication of their discoveries”. In his account of the negotiations for publi- 
cation of the volumes Hooker expresses his “ unexpected gratification of receiving from 
the Governor and Parliament of Tasmania the announcement that they had awarded me 
a grant of £350”. This valuable contribution towards publication was supplemented by 
an additional £100 from William Archer, who went to England to assist in the final 
preparation of the manuscripts. 


“The Life and Letters of Charles Darwin” (by his son Francis Darwin) was pub- 
lished in 1887; “ The Life aud Letters of Sir J. D. Hooker" (by Leonard Huxley) was 
published in 1918. From these two works it is clear that these two distinguished con- 
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temporaries were close friends who consulted with each other in solving their scien- 
tific problems. In preparing his famous work “ The Origin of Species ", which brought 
about a revolution in scientific thought, Darwin had access to Hooker's manuscripts, 
and described the * Flora of Tasmania" as the strongest buttress for his theory of 
Evolution. It is not surprising, therefore, when the intended publication of Hooker's 
volumes on Tasmania was announced, that it was welcomed by Darwin. In a letter to 
Hooker he wrote:—'' What capital news from Tasmania; it really is a very remarkable 
and creditable fact to the Colony." This letter then stated that his castle in the air 
was emigration to Tasmania, and he already regarded the colony as his “ headquarters ”’. 
He continued :—" I feel very proud of my adopted country [Tasmania]; it is really a 
very singular and delightful fact, constrasted with the slight appreciation of science in 
the Old Country.” It is probable that Darwin’s warm recollection of Tasmania came 
from his five-year voyage as a Naturalist on the “ Beagle "—the 235-ton Navy Brig that 
left England in 1831, under the command of Captain Fitz-roy (later Governor of New 


Zealand) to survey parts of South America and certain islands in the Pacific, includ- 
ing Tasmania. 


The purpose of this Preface is to explain very briefly the place of Tasmanian 
Flora in certain early scientific discoveries, and the reason why, after the passage of 
& century, the present Government of Tasmania is, in conjunction with the City of 
Launceston and the University of Tasmania, contributing to the completion of this 


work by assistance to the publication of the early personal reports from the Colony on 
which much of Hooker's volumes is based. 
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INTRODUCTION 
by 


Professor H. N. Barber M.A., Ph.D., F.A.A., Professor of Botany, 
University of Tasmania 


THE history of the development of Science, its ideas, and its great men is an immense 

field somewhat neglected by the professional historian. University libraries and 
state archives are full of classified, reprinted and reclassified documents illustrating 
the foibles of such diverse personalities as Queen Elizabeth I, King Charles II, King 
George III and Queen Victoria. Yet the world has had to wait almost 250 years for a 
definitive edition of Sir Isaac Newton’s correspondence. Historical studies of the 
development of the great ideas of the 19th Century Science have hardly begun. Who 
among us, scientist, historian, or layman, can begin to imagine the state of thought on 
electrical theory before Faraday and Clerk-Maxwell, or on atomic theory before Can- 
nizaro, Frankland, Joule and Clausius, or on evolutionary speculation in the twenty 
years between Darwin’s return from the Southern Hemisphere and the reading of his 
and Wallace’s papers before the Linnean Society of London on July 1st 1858? 


There are many reasons for this peculiar blindness. Probably the most important 
is the explosive way in which Science, particularly since Newton’s day, has grown in a 
sort of self-catalytic chain-reaction. A new idea, or often a new statement of an old 
idea, spreads itself throughout the organised body of scientific knowledge, generating 
further new ideas, just as the neutrons of uranium 235 multiply with every atomic 
fission. This explosive situation, exciting as it is to ride the crest of the wave, has 
a number of unfortunate consequences. The man whose job it is to develop new scien- 
tific ideas has to run so fast to keep himself informed that he has too little time for 
that contemplation so necessary for the development of an historical attitude. The pro- 
fessional historian, on the other hand, is lost in the rear before he can begin to get 
the necessary techniques and ideas of Science and its language. "The super-specialisa- 
tion, which is now demanded by our Modern Arts Faculties, almost excludes any 
knowledge, or the desire for knowledge, of Science and its ideas amongst most of its 
graduate products. 


Another reason for the blindness is the fact that the primary sources of the history 
of Science are often difficult, if not impossible, to obtain. It is a fantastic comment- 
ary on academic specialisation to compare, say, the documents available on the history 
of the British Reform Bills or the Corn Laws with those available on the development 
of the idea of evolution. Darwin's first notebooks on “the transmutation of species” 
written in 1837 and 1838 have been published in 1960 for the first time, as part of the 
centenary publication of “ On the Origin of Species”. 


It was, thus, with great interest that I heard that Messrs. Burns and Skemp were 
preparing the papers of Ronald Campbell Gunn for publication. Gunn is one of the 
minor, but still very significant, workers who helped almost unwittingly to lay the 
foundations for our modern ideas of the origin of the diversity of living organisms 
and of man's place in that diversity. The letters give us an insight of the way in which 
the son of an Army Officer, born in Capetown, educated in England for the Army 
and then attached to the Royal Engineers in Barbados, migrated to Tasmania at the 
age of 21 and became superintendent of convicts and amateur botanist. This is scarcely 
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the background one would expect for a man who was elected into the Fellowship of 
the Linnean Society in 1850 and of the Royal Society of London in 1854. Nor is it the 
background for a man of whom Hooker could write in the Introduction to the Flora 
Tasmaniae:". . . There are few Tasmanian plants that Mr. Gunn has not seen alive, 
noted their habits in a living state, and collected large suites of specimens with singular 
tact and judgment. These have all been transmitted to England in perfect preserva- 
tion, and are accompanied with notes that display remarkable powers of observation, 
and a facility for seizing important characters in the physiognomy of plants, such as 
few experienced botanists possess. 


I had the pleasure of making Mr. Gunn's acquaintance at Hobarton, in 1840, and 
am indebted to him for nearly all I know of the vegetation of the districts I then 
visited; for we either studied together in the field or in his library; or when he could 
not accompany me himself, directed one of his servants, who was an experienced guide 
and plant-collector, to accompany me and take charge of my specimens. I can recall 
no happier weeks of my various wanderings over the globe, than those spent with Mr. 
Gunn, collecting in the Tasmanian mountains and forests, or studying our plants in 
his library, with the works of our predecessors Labillardiére and Brown ". 


There are two questions which it is necessary to ask in any consideration of Gunn's 
work and of his place in history. The first is how Gunn became so intensely interested 
particularly in botany but also in many other branches of natural history. There is no 
need for me to spend much time on this question. Mr. Baulch's biographical essay and 
the correspondence itself show us as much as we are ever likely to know. His friend- 
ship with Lawrence was one deciding factor. The enthusiastic response of Professor 
Lindley and W. J. Hooker and J. D. Hooker, father and son and successively Directors 
of Kew, must have been another. The arrival of Sir John Franklin and the younger 
Hooker with Sir James Ross helped sustain his interest. 


The letters give us many fascinating hints of the intimacy which arose between 
men on opposite sides of the world and of very different educational and social back- 
grounds. Gunn seeks out advice and information; he wants no payment for his work 
except books on botany; he spends enormous trouble trying to get live plants in Ward- 
cases back to Kew; he continually seeks out better and safer ways of ensuring the 
arrival of his precious collections in those days of precarious travel. 


The other question is the place of Gunn’s work in biology. We must first try to 
understand something of the ferment which had developed in biology since the develop- 
ment of Linnaeus’ Species Plantarum in 1753. Linnaeus did two essential things—he 
developed a cataloguing system just in time for use by the naturalists attached, almost 
as a routine, by almost all governments to their ships of exploration in that magnifi- 
cent Indian Summer of exploration associated with the name of Captain James Cook, 
R.N., F.R.S. Once it was possible to catalogue, collections could be made and described 
accurately. Linnaeus’ other essential contribution was a sort of antithesis to his thesis. 
His system of cataloguing turned out to be rather like attempting to classify scientists 
or poets or priests or politicians by the colour of their eyes, rather than by their subject, 
school, church or party. Such reliance on one characteristic may sometimes lead to 
the formation of natural groups, that is groups of objects with many important pro- 


perties in common. More often, it leads to the grouping of objects into entirely artificial 
categories. 


This is the impasse to which Linnaeus’ catalogue of plants based, as it was, on the 
number of stamens in the flower, led botanists. The catalogue allowed all the orchids 
(with one stamen) to remain together; but at other places it grouped plants together 
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whose only characters in common were the possession of green leaves, seeds, and x 
rather than (x + 1) or (x — 1) stamens; in other places his catalogue put into com- 
pletely different groups plants differing only in staminal number. These difficulties led 
to the development of natural systems. The letters give fascinating glimpses of how 
such problems were discussed 150 years ago. Robert Brown, who climbed Mt. Wel- 
lington in 1804, had published his Prodomus Flora Novae Hollandiae in 1810 and, as 
an appendix to Flinders' Journal in 1814, he gave the first account of the relationships 


of the Australian flora. 


In his work Brown defined several more natural groups, e.g., the Proteaceae. He 
was expected to follow it up with a more complete account. However, although Brown 
was interested in this type of work until the end of his long life in 1858, it was left to 
G. Bentham and J. D. Hooker to give us one of the first great definitions of the 
natural classification. The work is still not finished in 1960. 


What did this idea of a natural system of classification mean? Had the Creator 
of Genesis designed his creatures on certain basic structural and physiological patterns 
and then in his wisdom modified a few fundamental designs in this way and that? 
Why was it virtually impossible to classify Australian Leguminosae, Labiatae, Pro- 
teaceae, Rutaceae, Myrtaceae, etc., by examination of the non-flowering plant? In flower 
each species clearly shows its relationships. In each group the leaves vary from large, 
flat, typical leaves through small hard eridoid types to spines and seales so small as to 
be almost invisible. Why are such convergences of character (as we call them now) so 
characteristic of the Australian vegetation? 


Cataloguing, thus, became the fashion. At first, it led, by way of the idealistic 
“ Natur-philosophs " and Goethe’s “ Urpflanze" to a search for something like Plato’s 
“ideal forms". But catologuing also led immediately to the definition of a number of 
problems in plant geography. The first, which we may call ecological, dealt with the 
fact that regions with similar climates and soils situated anywhere in the world carry 
a vegetation of similar appearance or physiognomy. The shrubby, evergreen, aromatic 
“chaparral” or “ maquis" is characteristic of winter-rainfall climates whether we 
go to Palermo, Valparaiso, Los Angeles or Busselton. Or you can stand above the mor- 
aines at Waldheim on Cradle Mountain and imagine you are not too far from Enner- 
dale and Great Gable. The vegetation has certain features in its vegetative construc- 
tion giving a peculiar similarity in habit or growth-form. 


Our second, or floristic, problem arises if we go deeper and catalogue the species 
of plants growing in such widely separated regions of similar climate. We shall 
scarcely find a single species in common. Why are the shrubby Ericas, bilberries and 
heather of the English Lake District replaced by the Epacrids of Tasmanian mountains? 
Why is Eucalyptus almost restricted to Australia where it plays, among many others, 
the ecological role played by the evergreen oaks, olives and pines of California and Sicily? 
Were there several Creations in different parts of the world or has there been a gradual 
process of change or evolution, as we call it now? 


Darwin, during the voyage of the Beagle in 1835, posed a third problem of floristic 
plant geography—the flora and fauna of islands. Islands like St. Helena or Hawaii, 
situated thousands of miles away from the nearest continent, carry their own endemic 
flora which shows no very close relationship to any continental flora. Islands like the 
Galapagos or Cape Verde situated a few hundred miles from a continent carry a large 
number of species closely related to those of the nearest continental shores; but many 
of the island species are endemic to the islands occurring nowhere else in the world. 
Islands like Tasmania, a mere one hundred miles from the nearest continent, carry a 
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flora most of whose species are common to the mainland. However, Tasmania has a few 
endemic species. Our snow gum, E. coccifera, is different from the snow gums of 
Mt. Bogong or Kosciuscko which are various forms of our cabbage gum, E. pauciflora. 
Similarly most of our Tasmanian conifers are endemic to Tasmania. 


An accurate definition of all these problems demanded an immense amount of 
detailed work. Banks, Solander, Forster, Brown, Cunningham, Darwin, Hooker and 
Huxley in the years between 1770 and 1850 made rapid collecting forays in the Aus- 
tralian region. What was needed were resident collectors who knew what they were 
about. And so, the Hookers, father and son, established, where they could, relation- 
ships with the new colonies and their citizens. In Tasmania, there were Lawrence, 
Gunn, Archer; in Victoria, von Muller; in New South Wales Bidwell, Mitchell, Beck- 
ler, Dallachy; Colenso and Sinclair in New Zealand; Douglas in U.S.A. and Canada; 
and Fortune in China and the East. It was an amazng organisation buit up by the 
sympathy and interest of the Hookers. Missionary, farmer, explorer, or superintend- 
ent of convicts could all help and all did. Kew's pre-eminence in systematic botany dates 
back to these amateur-collectors of the colonies. 


Their work, as great scientific work always does, produced predictable results. 
The predictable result of Gunn's work was Hooker's magnificent Flora Tasmaniae, the 
centenary of which we are celebrating this year. The unpredictable result was the 
* Introductory Essay " to the Flora. In this essay, Hooker marshalls the facts of plant 
geography and shows how difficult it is to explain them except by the theory of descent 
brought about by natural selection working on inherited variation always present in 


populations of plants. Thus, a superintendent of convicts helped make men rethink 
his origins and his place in nature. 


It is a difficult task for us in 1960 to know what Gunn really thought of all the 
theorizing from Home. Muller in Melbourne, to his death in 1896, never believed in 
evolution. Gunn, perhaps, because of his greater modesty, in his article published in 
vol 1 of the Tas,nanian Journal of Science (1842) on ' Observations on the Flora of 
Geelong, Port Phillip", was content to quote Mirbel. The quotation reads: 


“The surest way is to confine ourselves to collecting and arranging facts, leaving 
to those who may follow us the charge of discovering and developing the theory ". 


H. N. BARBER, 
1960. 


EDITORIAL NOTE 


HE letters here published, most of them for the first time, are preserved in the 
library of the Herbarium at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Through the kind 
offices of Dr. R. Melville and by permission of the authorities at Kew, microfilm copies of 
selected letters were secured by Mr. T. E. Burns for presentation to the Queen Victoria 
Museum, Launceston. In addition, photostat copies of other letters were obtained from 
the British Museum of Natural History, Botanical Section, and from Kew, whence 
photographs of the Gunn portrait were also obtained. The Director of the Queen 
Victoria Museum, Mr. W. F. Ellis, has been granted permission to print these documents. 


Acknowledgment is made to Dr. R. Melville, of Kew, for his help and encourage- 
ment in the conception of the project, for his ready co-operation when further material 
was required, and, most particularly, for his painstaking research into the nomenclature 
of the Gunn material preserved at Kew when the literature available in Tasmania was 
inadequate to interpret the manuscript. 


The extracts from the R. W. Lawrence Diary, which have some relevance in that 
they describe the early botanical collections sent to W. J. Hooker from Tasmania, are 
also published for the first time. This diary, now in the possession of Mr. Leonard Law- 
rence, of “ Formosa ", Cressy, a nephew of R. W. Lawrence, came to light when enquiries 
were made regarding the diarist, one of Hooker's earliest Van Diemen's Land corres- 
pondents. They are printed by kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Lawrence. 
Letters or extracts included in the commentary were made available by the courtesy of 
Mr. W. Baulch. 


The microfilmed letters were transcribed, using an ordinary 35 mm. strip film pro- 
jector, and typed. The typescript was then twice corrected by careful re-reading of the 
films. In a few cases reading was particularly difficult and laborious owing to the faint- 
ness of the photograph; to the writing being crossed (that is, the page being covered 
with writing in black ink, turned at right angles and, on the same side, again covered in 
writing in red ink); to fold marks or tears in the paper. The task was not made easier 
by the use of the long “s”, which looks so much like an “f”, in the handwriting of all 
the correspondents except R, C. Gunn, whose letters, fortunately, make up the bulk of 
the correspondence. Where the transcription of a word has been doubtful it has been 
enclosed in square brackets and, if quite illegible, this has been indicated by square 
brackets enclosing a blank space. To avoid interpolations in the text, the botanical 
numbers used by Gunu and Lawrence, and quoted in their letters to Hooker, are repeated 
immediately after the letter with the botanical name given the numbered specimen 
(where these have been ascertained from the literature available or by direct reference 
to Dr. Melville at Kew). Botanical names in the text are given in an index, together 
with the probable or known synonym. Botanical names in the commentary are given in 
italics, following the usual practice. Bold tvpe is used in the letters, but only to indicate 
words underlined for emphasis. Botanical names in the letters which are printed in 
bold type were underlined for emphasis in the originals. 

Care has been taken to ensure that the spelling and punctuation of the letters are 
printed exactly as they appeared in the originals. Some of the writers, notably T. K. 
Short and J. G. Robertson, employed their own peculiar orthography and the frequent 
repetition of (sic) after every misspelt word would, in the editors’ opinion, tend to 


distract readers. 
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EDITORIAL NOTE 


For those who think handwriting is some indication of the writer's character, it may 
be noted that Lawrence had rather a hurried scrawling style. Ronald Gunn had a 
small, neat, sloping hand (though his writing deteriorated somewhat after 1840), while 
his brother, Robert, of Edinburgh, wrote a formal copperplate. 


Jorgen Jorgenson's was a large, round, bold handwriting, while that of Sir John 
Franklin was somewhat hurried, though easily legible, 'T. K. Short had a slovenly, mis- 
spelt serawl, while that of J. G. Robertson was painfully laboured. 


The signatures of the writers are printed except in the numerous letters of Ronald 
Gunn, where his signature is omitted exeept where particularly relevant. 


The principal correspondent, and easily the most important contributor to Hooker's 
herbarium of V.D.L. plants, was Ronald Campbell Guun and, as it was felt that some 
knowledge of his life was necessary for the proper appreciation of his letters, Mr. W. 
Baulch, who for some years has been collecting material on R. C. Gunn with the object 


ultimately of writing a full-length biography, has therefore contributed a short bio- 
graphical note on this outstanding personality. 


Help has been received from Professor H. N. Barber, of the Department of Botany 
at the University of Tasmania, and from Dr. W. N. Curtis, Miss J. Somerville, and Mr. 
W. D. Jackson, of the same department. Acknowledgment is due, also, to Mr. J. H. Willis, 


of the National Herbarium of Victoria, for his introduction to Kew and his later assist- 
ance. 


On the historical side, assistance has been given by Mr. R. M. Gunn, of Perth, Mr. 
Leonard Lawrence, of “ Formosa ", Mr. Lambert Lawrence, of “ Billopp ", Mr. W. Baulch, 
Mr. Hawley Stancombe, of *Glendessary ", Mr. J. M. Curtis, the late Miss T. Masters, 


Mrs. F. Edwards, Mrs. Gow, and Mrs. Mead. Photographie assistance has been given 
by Mr. H. J. King: 


To Mr. W. F. Ellis, Director of the Queen Victoria Museum, Launceston, very special 
acknowledgments are due. As Editor-in-chief he has been most encouraging and help- 
ful, and has devoted much time and thought to furthering the project. The Library of 
the Northern Branch of the Royal Society of Tasmania has been most useful and old 


volumes preserved by wise discrimination in the Launceston Public Library have been 
veritable treasures. 


To Mr. Frank Green and Professor Barber, who read the first draft of these edited 
letters and recommended them for publication. the editors are most grateful, as well as 
for their subsequent very valuable help and advice. 


We gratefully acknowledge the financial assistance received from the Tasmanian 


State Government, and the University of Tasmania, which subsidised the funds provided 
by the Launceston City Council. 
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RONALD CAMPBELL GUNN, F.R.S. F.L.S. 


A BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE BY W. BAULCH, B.Sc., A.R.A.C.). 


Ronald Campbell Gunn was born at the Cape of Good Hope on 4th April, 1808. At 
that time his father, William Gunn, was serving as a lieutenant in the 72nd Highland 
Regiment, commanded by Lt.-Col. Ronald Campbell, after whom he named his son. 
In 1809, when Admiral Rowley was despatched with troops to capture the islands of 
Mauritius and Bourbon, the 72nd Regiment formed part of his force. The whole Gunn 
family accompanied the father on this expedition. They remained at the island while 
the regiment was on garrison duty and, during their stay there, the mother died. It was 
not until the short peace of 1814, when Bourbon was restored to France and renanred 
Réunion, that the regiment received orders to transfer to the West Indies. Before this 
Ronald’s eldest brother, William, though no more than fourteen, had received a commis- 
sion in the Bourbon Regiment with his father. This Bourbon Regiment appears to 
have been a kind of Militia formed on the island and commanded by officers from British 
regiments stationed there. According to family tradition the Gunns belonged to the 
Black Watch, the name current for all Highland regiments at the time. 


Following the escape of Napoleon from Elba, the regiment was diverted to the Cape 
of Good Hope, where the Gunn family became friendly with Lt.-Col. William Sorell, 
later to become the Lieutenant-Governer of Van Diemen’s Land. As a result of the 
defeat of Napoleon and his banishment to St. Helena, Britain’s military forces were 
reduced. One of the regiments to be disbanded in 1816 was the Bourbon Regiment, 
now at Barbados, and its officers were placed on half pay. This caused the Gunn family 
to return to Scotland, where Ronald was educated with the idea of an army career. Little 
is known of this period in the life of the family, except that they probably lived in, 
or frequently visited the Border country, especially the area around Melrose and New- 
stead since Ronald later chose the name “ Newstead” for his home in Launceston. 


During this time, his father and brother William made many attempts to obtain army 
appointments without success. Tiring of life in Scotland, in 1822 William set out to visit 
India and Australia in order to investigate the opportunities offering there. His ship 
ealled at Hobart Town, where William was recognized by Lt.-Col. Sorell at a church 
service. The Governor persuaded William to settle there, offering him a publie appoint- 
ment and a land grant. One estate was granted in the Richmond district and he named 
it “Bourbon” after his old regiment. 


Ronald’s name was placed on the Commander-in-Chief’s list for a commission in 
the British army. This did not materialise and when, in 1825, his father was appointed 
Paymaster in the 98rd Highlanders. serving in the West Indies, Ronald accompanied 
him. Another brother, Robert, had obtained a post on the staff of ‘ The Scotsman” and 
remained in Edinburgh. For a short time Ronald had also served on this newspaper. 
Although he did not receive a commission, Ronald held a civilian appointment with the 
Royal Engineers at Antigua. Just prior to his father’s death, he married, in 1826, 
Eliza Ireland, the daughter of a brother officer of his father. Two children, a son, Ronald 
James William, and a daughter, Frances, were born in the West Indies. 


Meanwhile, in Van Diemen’s Land, his brother William had held a number of 
public service positions and secured land grants for himself. Always impressed with 
the onportunities tn Van Diemen’s Land, and worried about the effects of the climate of 
the West Indies on his brother’s health, William finally persuaded Ronald to come to 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 


Van Diemen's Land with a view to settling there. Ronald returned to England in 1829 
and almost immediately set out for Hobart Town which he reached in the ship '' Green- 
ock ” on 5th February, 1830. He brought with him introductions from the Commander- 
in-Chief of the West Indies (Sir Charles Smith) and the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies (Sir George Murray) recommending him to Governor Arthur for employment 
in *some minor post". According to a document made available to Mr. J. Curtis, 
Ronald Gunn borrowed the money to pay for the passage from the Australian Company 
at Leith. The family travelled cabin class. Single fare was £68 5s., while his 21-year- 
old son was charged quarter fare. Fifty pounds was advanced for outfit for the voyage 
and, with interest and insurance, the total amounted to £224 12s. 1d. This Gunn 
promised to pay at Hobart Town on arrival, his brother William being guarantor. 


He was soon appointed under his brother William's supervision to act as superin- 
tendent of a convict barracks at Hobart Town. In December of the same year (1830) 
he was transferred to Launceston as Assistant Superintendent of Convicts for the 
Northern Division of Van Diemen's Land. He soon became Superintendent and, in 
1833, he was appointed a Police Magistrate. Thus, at the age of 24, he was in control 
of all convicts in Northern Tasmania. At this time his duties involved the control of 
male and female Houses of Correction, the distribution and assignment of all convict 
servants, and the daily trials of all disorderly Crown prisoners (estimated to be forty 
to sixty weekly with a total of over 3.000 in a little over two years) as well as the super- 
vision of chain gangs. His duties, and the social life of the town, soon brought him in 
contact with a young man of his own age, Robert William Lawrence, the son of William 
Effingham Lawrence, a large landholder in the northern part of the Island. 


Lawrence had been induced to collect for and correspond with the great British 
botanist, W. J. Hooker, by a friend, Thomas Scott, a merchant of Launceston. Lawrence 
and Scott soon introduced Gunn to Hooker by letter and induced him to assist them in 
collecting plants. In 1832 Lawrence moved to “Formosa”, near Cressy, to become 
overseer of his father's large estates there. Visiting him there, Gunn became even 
keener to gain some knowledge of botany. In the following year, Lawrence died 
suddenly and the loss of his friend had a profound effect on Gunn. For many years he 
continued to mention in his letters the great loss he had sustained. But he was now well 
started as a plant collector and, during the next two years, despite his onerous duties 


and Governor Arthur's unsympathetic attitude, he travelled extensively iu northern 
Van Diemen's Land gathering new plants for Hooker. 


At this time Ronald Gunn contemplated resigning his post to settle at the newly 
formed Port Phillip settlement aeross Bass Strait, which he visited briefly in 1835, but 
a new appointment as Police Magistrate to Circular Head (headquarters of the Van 
Diemen's Land Company estates) probably caused him to change his mind. This appoint- 
ment, at £300 a year, meant far less official work and splendid opportunities for plant 
collecting. Prior to his removal to Circular Head, Gunn had sent his wife home to her 
people in Dublin, where she died in June 1836, soon after her arrival. 


i From Circular Head, Gunn travelled over much of the north-western portion of the 
island, from Cape Grim to the Forth River, although he had already forwarded some 
specimens from Dr. Joseph Milligan, then the V.D.L. Co.'s surgeon at Hampshire Hills. 
He also turned his attention to collecting animals, birds, and shells, as well as plants. 
Each shipment to Hooker was rewarded by a shipment of books and periodicals which 
Gunn regarded as sufficient recompense for his labours. Hooker had great admiration 
for the work done by Gunn and constantly encouraged him to continue. 
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The arrival in 1837 of Sir John Franklin as Lieutenant-Governor of Van Diemen’s 
Land meant a period of greater encouragement and official support for Gunn. The 
interest that Sir John and Lady Franklin displayed in scientific matters, and the fact that 
Gunn's work had been commended to them by Hooker, brought Gunn to the forefront as 
an authority on Tasmanian Natural History. Lady Franklin invited him to assist in 
Jaying out a Botanic Garden on her estate “ Ancanthe ", Lenah Valley, near Hobart Town 
(now known as the Franklin Gardens). In October, 1838, he left Circluar Head for 
Hobart Town to take up the positions of Third Member of the Assignment Board, and 
Second Assistant Police Magistrate. In Hobart Town he took an active part in all the 
Franklins' efforts to make the residents of Van Diemen's Land science conscious; for 
example, he became Secretary of the Horticultural Society formed in 1839 and, in 1840, 
Secretary of the Tasmanian Society formed in 1838 by Sir John to promote scientific 
enquiry. He frequently accompanied the Franklins on their trips (eg., to Flinders 
Island, to Esperance Bay, to the Huon River), but a fall from his horse resulting in a 
broken leg, caused him to miss the overland trip to Macquarie Harbour which the 
Franklins made in 1842. In 1840 he was appointed Private Secretary to Sir John Frank. 
lin and Clerk of the Legislative Council and of the Executive Council As Secretary 
he was sure to meet all visitors interested in science. Among these must be numbered 
John Gould, Joseph Dalton Hooker (son of W. J. Hooker), and Captains Ross and 
Crozier of the “ Erebus” and " Terror" Magnetic Survey Expedition. 


In 1841 Gunn married Margaret Legrand Jamieson, only daughter of David 
Jamieson, of “Glen Leith”, near New Norfolk. Just prior to his marriage Gunn 
resigned all his government appointments and returned to Launceston to become 
manager of the very large estates of W. E Lawrence, who had died the same year. 
He took up residence at Penquite House on Lawrence's suburban estate. On Sir John's 
recall in 1843, Ronald Gunn also became manager of the properties acquired in Van 
Diemen's Land by the ex-governor and Lady Jane Franklin. 


Gunn's salary as manager of these estates probably enabled him to acquire property 
for himself. It was a period of depression in the colonies, following the bursting of 
the Port Phillip land boom, and land and stock were cheap. Whatever the reason 
starting with little when he left Hobart Town, by the 1850's he had become a large land 
owner, possessing both country sheep runs and large areas of land in the suburbs of 
Launceston. He already owned 45 acres of Glen Dhu, Launceston, where he had begun 
a private botanic garden in 1833. This was now developed as a market garden and 
orchard. When sold in 1854 it was stated to have realised upwards of £600 per year. 
He also acquired 107 acres on the eastern side of Launceston on the town side of 
Penquite between High Street and the North Esk River. On this estate he built, in 1856, 
the mansion of Newstead House, where he resided until his death. The house is still 
standing. 


After a vain and tactless effort by Sir John Eardley-Wilmot, Franklin's successor, to 
incorporate the Tasmanian Society into a new “ Royal Society of Van Diemen's Land, 
for Horticulture, Botany and the Advancement of Science" that he founded, the Tas- 
manian Society moved its headquarters to Launceston, where its most active member, 
Ronald Gunn, now lived. Until 1848, when the Tasmanian Society amalgamated with 
the Royal Society under Governor Denison’s presidency and with Dr. Milligan as Secre- 
tary Gunn was the force which kept it alive. He was both its Secretary and the editor 
of its publication, “ The Tasmanian Journal of Natural Science ". Reports of its activities 
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published in the newspapers of the times are full of such references as—‘‘ Mr. Gunn 


read a paper . . . ", “Mr. Gunn exhibited specimens . . . ", “ Mr. Gunn drew attention 
(Holo uL. Rcs 


He continued to collect specimens for Hooker, both dried and living plants, the latter 
being sent in hermetically sealed glass-topped containers called Ward's Cases. They 


were returned from England filled with living garden plants, ornamental shrubs, and 
trees. 


He also collected living animals to send to England. ‘ The Times " of London records 


in 1850 the arrival of a live Tasmanian Tiger (Thylacine) for Mr. Gray of the British 
Museum from Mr. Gunn. 


In recognition of his work in Natural History, Gunn was elected a Fellow of the 


Linnean Society in 1850, and in 1854 a Fellow of the Royal Society of London, the 
first Tasmanian to receive this honour. 


His work, in collaboration with William Archer, in helpiug Joseph Hooker with 
specimens and notes for his beautifully produced Flora Tasmaniae, the first book on the 
botany of this island, was gratefully aeknowledged by Hooker in his introduction, and 
the book was dedicated jointly to William Archer and Ronald Gunn. 


The period from 1840 to 1860 must have been an extremely busy one for Gunn. 
His management of the Lawrence and Franklin estates, the gradual acquiring of his 
own property, and the building of Newstead House, his exploring and botanical trips, 
partieularly to the north-east and the west coast, must have given him little time for 
outside interests, while the circumstances of Franklin's recall and Wilmot’s dealings 
with the Tasmanian Society eaused Gunn to take little part in public affairs until the 
late 'forties. With Sir William Denison's arrival in 1847, Gunn became more active. 
At this time the great question agitating the mind of the community was that of the 
transportation of convicts to Tasmania. He was one of a group of large landholders 
who advocated the continuance of the system. He had charge of a petition to be sent 
to the Queen praying for the continuance in office of Sir William Denison, champion 
of transportation. He was also one of the principal signatories of a circular sent to 
the chief property owners and employers of labour advocating the continuance of this 
compulsory migration for economie and moral reasons but, in spite of all the efforts of 
Gunn and his associates, transportation ceased in 1853. 


Gunn continued to take an active interest in politics, however, and in July, 1855 
was elected to the Launceston seat of the Legislative Council, the result of the poll 
being—Gunn, 401; Field 12. With the granting of self-government to the colony in the 
same year, Gunn resigned his seat on the Council and stood for and was elected to the 
Selby seat in the first House of Assembly. He continued to hold this seat until 1860 
when his friend, Isaac Sherwin, was elected in his plaee. Ronald Gunn does not seem to 
have been a very active member of parliament. Although he occasionally presented a 
petition or introduced a deputation and was chairman of one select committee during 


the term, the most common entry in the minutes of the House regarding him is— 
“Mr. Gunn granted leave of absence”. 


, After his resignation from Parliament, R. C. Gunn was appointed Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Crown Lands for the northern side of the island. In 1862 he was appointed 
Agent for the Real Property Act; Deputy Registrar of the Court of Requests; Clerk of 
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the Peace; Deputy Registrar of Births, Deaths, and Marriages; in 1863, Deputy Recorder 
of Titles; Chairman of the Northern Sub-Board of Works; Chairman and Treasurer 
of the North Esk Road Trust; in 1864, he was chosen as one of the Commissioners to 
report on the site of Government for New Zealand, when Wellington was unanimously 
recommended. 


Gunn travelled extensively over Tasmania, including some previously unexplored 
regions. His early trips were to the mountains near Launceston—Mt. Arthur, Mt. Bar- 
row, Ben Nevis, Ben Lomond—and on many occasions to the Western Tiers. He also 
visited the Asbestos Hills and the mouth of the Tamar River. While at Circular Head, 
he went to Woolnorth and the country south of Cape Grim, to the Hampshire and Surrey 
Hills, tne Middlesex Plains and to the upper reaches of the Forth River. With the 
Franklins, he visited Flinders Island, Recherche Bay, and the Huon. Later he made 
trips to Lake St. Clair, and on another occasion he followed the Franklins’ route to 
Macquarie Harbour. He also made a traverse of the Western Tiers from the Arthur 
Lakes to the Meander Falls, and the first overland penetration of the dense rain forest 
between Mount Barrow and the uorth-eastern coastal plain. He made several trips to 
southern Victoria, including Westernport, Port Phillip, Cape Otway, Portland, and the 
Glenelg River. For the Government of Tasmania in 1859, with Surveyor Peter Lette, 
he reported on gold discoveries on the Forth River, on the Middlesex Plains, and the 
upper Arthur River. At the same time they explored the country between the north- 
western rivers to locate suitable access routes to the fertile forest lands which had 
not yet been taken up. This was the occasion when the plains named in Gunn’s honour 
were discovered. In 1865, James and John Scott escorted Charles Meredith (the 
Colonial Secretary), C. Gould (the Government Geologist), and R. C. Gunn by way of 
Pipers River, Bridport, and Scottsdale, to Ringarooma. 


During these years he had become an influential figure in Launceston. A. large 
landholder, he was a director or chairman of several companies or societies—The Bread- 
albane Road Trust, the St. Andrews Immigration Society, the Launceston Patriotic Fund 
for relief of widows and children of deceased soldiers of the Crimean War, the Tamar Fire 
and Marine Insurance Company, the Mechanics Institute, the Bank of Australasia, 
the Horticultural Society, and Vice-President of the Northern Agricultural Society, 
formed at Longtord in 1856. 


Probably his last official appointment was as collector of the Western Railway rate 
in 1872. This rate was payable by property owners in the Western Railway District to 
meet interest on bonds issued by the Government to help finance the Western Railway 
Company's line between Launceston and Deloraine, built in 1868-70. As the line failed 
to do more than pay working expenses, owners and occupiers of the district had to make 
good their guarantees, although the Main Line Company’s interest for its expenditure 
on the railway between Hobart and Launceston, begun in 1871, was guaranteed by 
the Government without any call being made on landowners. Gunn collected £7,000 of 
the £7,500 owing for the first half year’s rate, but his sympathy was with the ratepayers 
and he notified the Government that the law could not be enforced and that in his 
opinion the rate could not be collected. and he resigned. The Government persisted in 
its claims and at Launceston ordered the seizure of large quantities of goods belonging 
to those who refused to pay and lodged them in the Commissariat store; thereupon 
riots broke out in the streets of the town and additional police had to be sworn in. In its 
next sitting, Parliament relieved the landowners of all liability. 
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Gunns hterary efforts seem to have been confined to editing the ‘ Tasmanian 
Journal of Natural Science", writing articles for it, compiling lists of indigenous plants 
and animals for such publications as Backhouse’s Journal, and there is an acknow- 
ledgment of the valuable aid he afforded the publishers in Walch's Almanack for 1862. 
He presented his extensive private Herbarium to the Royal Society of Tasmania in 
1878 and it was kept at the Tasmanian Museum, Hobart, until transferred to the 
National Herbarium of N.S.W., Sydney, in 1904. 


In 1876, because of failing health, R. C. Gunn retired on a pension from his 
Government oflices. For the remainder of his life he lived quietly at Newstead House 
where he died on 13th March, 1881. For at least two years before his death he had been 
so crippled that he was unable to move without assistance. On the afternoon of his 
funeral the public offices in Launceston were closed, but the funeral was poorly attended. 
This poor attendance was attributed by one newspaper correspondent to the fact that 


Gunn’s ill-health had forced him to live in retirement for so long that people had 
forgotten him. 


Ronald Campbell Gunn was buried in the old Scotch Burial Ground in High 
Street, Launceston. This cemetery was the gift of his brother, William Gunn, to the 
Presbyterian community. The cemetery, long disused, was taken over by the Launceston 
City Council about 1950 with the intention of making it into a park. William Gunn’s 
grandson, Mr. R. M. Gunn, had the tombstone bearing Ronald Gunn’s name and that of 
his second wife and a daughter re-erected at Carr Villa Cemetery. At the same time he 
removed all the coffins from the William Gunn vault to the same cemetery. 


Ronald Gunn had five children of his first marriage and five more of his second. 
Descendants of some of these survive but none bear the name of Gunn. Two of his sons, 
one of the first and one of the second family, became medical practitioners. One died 
in Queensland and one in England, neither with male issue. Newstead House remained 
in the family with Gunn’e daughter, Mary Anne, and her cousins, Louisa and Ronald 
Thornas Gunn, children of William Gunn, living there. In 1924, at the death of Louisa, 
the last to go, the property was sold and Gunn’s magnificent collection of books, as 
well as numerous letters of historie interest, were dispersed. The Newstead estate was 
subdivided for housing and Gunn's private botanie garden destroyed. 


Ronald Gunn's name is commemorated in Gunns Plains; Lake Gunn (one of the 
Arthur Lakes where Gunn had a summer sheep run) ; Campbell River and Mount Camp- 
bell in the Cradle Mountain Reserve, which were named in his honour by his friend 
James (“Philosopher”) Smith, the discoverer of the Mt. Bischoff tin mine. In Devon- 
port, there are Ronald, Campbell, and Gunn Streets; and in Launceston, Ronald, Camp- 
bell, and Gunn Streets were so named when the Newstead estate was cut up, but Ronald 
later became Junction Street and Gunn became Wentworth Street. Over fifty species 
of plants bore his name in latinised form, but revision over the century has reduced 


i number to about twenty-five. One bandicoot and four species of shellfish also bear 
is name. 


In the wide sphere of his public life, both official and voluntary, Ronald Gunn prob- 
ably did more than most other publie spirited citizens of the time. One lasting and 
tangible benefit to Launceston came from his Horticultural Society. This body, whose 
headquarters was the Launceston Government Cottage (later known as Franklin Lodge), 
had in its care the gardens which afterwards became the City Park, and the justifiable 
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pride that Launceston has in its many well-ordered gardens and reserves stems from it. 
* The Tasmanian Journal of Natural Science ", organ of the Tasmanian Society, which he 
for several years edited, also set a very high standard for the “‘ Papers and Proceedings 
of the Royal Society of Tasmania ”, which succeeded it. 


But Ronald Gunn’s chief claim to fame is his magnificent pioneering work in bring- 
ing to the notice of competent authorities the flora and fauna of Tasmania. Without 
his help and his beautifully preserved specimens and accurate notes, Joseph Hooker could 
never have produced his “ Flora Tasmaniae" in 1860. Nor could Joseph Hooker and 
George Bentham have made complete their comprehensive ‘‘ Genera Plantarum " which 
brought up to date the classification of all known plants and on which Bentham based 
his monumental “ Flora Australiensis " wherein, with the assistance of Ferdinand von 
Mueller, he summarised the then known work on Australian plants. 


Gunn's name is rightly honoured in Botany. It should also be honoured by all 
Tasmanians as that of one of their greatest and most distinguished citizens. 


xix 


VAN DIEMEN'S LAND CORRESPONDENTS 


by 
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Letters from R. C. Gunn, R. W. Lawrence, Jorgen Jorgenson, Sir Frank Franklin, 
and others to 
Sir William Hooker, 
1827-1849. 


The last half of the Eighteenth and the 
first half of the Nineteenth Centuries were 
the great years of the Systematic Naturalists. 
Leuwenhoek’s microscope had engendered 
interest in the more minute details, often 
of diagnostic value, in the classification of 
living things, while Linnaeus’ binomial sys- 
tem of naming them and the framework of 
classification developed by the Jussieus in 
the Vegetable, and Cuvier in the Animal 
Kingdom, set the Naturalists of Europe 
gathering, dissecting, and classifying every 
species of living thing they could lay their 
hands on. The science of Natural History, 
dormant almost since Aristotle’s time, be- 
came the subject of absorbing interest to 
many of the most brilliant intellects of the 
day. 


It was, too, still an age of geographical 
discovery. New seas were being charted 
and new lands put on the map by European 
navigators, while in countries already colon- 
ized, the frontiers were being steadily pushed 
back by explorers and settlers. From these 
new discoveries came more and more new 
species of plants and animals to be named 
and classified. Most of the great vovagers 
of the period took with them accredited 
naturalists, together with artists to depict 
new species, both plant and animal, and often 
with gardeners to select and preserve living 
plants, for the discovery and propagation 
of new edible or ornamental kinds was a 
most important, and profitable, branch of 
horticulture. 


Of the more famous navigators of the 
latter half of the Eighteenth and earlier 
years of the Nineteenth Century who visited 


Tasmania and Australia, James Cook had 
with him on his first voyage Mr. (afterwards 
Sir) Joseph Banks and Dr. Solander; on his 
second voyage the German botanists Forster 
(father and son) ; while on his third voyage 
(when iu 1777, he visited Adventure Bay in 
southern Van Diemen's Land) a consider- 
able collection of new species was made by 
Mr. David Nelson and the surgeon of the 
“ Resolution ", Mr. Anderson. (In the train- 
ing of medical men of the day, botany, par- 
ticularly relating to herbal remedies, was an 
important subject. Most of the leading 
botanists were also medical practitioners.) 
Mathew Flinders, in his voyages of discovery 
around the Australian Coast during the years 
1801-2, was accompanied by a man destined 
to be one of the greatest systematic botanists 
of the time, Dr. Robert Brown, who had, as 
his assistants, Ferdinand Bauer as botanical 
draughtsman, and Peter Good as gardener. 
In 1802, in the “ Investigator", Flinders 
visited the Bass Strait Islands and Port 
Dalrymple, where Brown collected many new 
species. A result of these voyages was the 
publication, in 1810, of Brown’s “ Prodomus 
Flora Novae-Hollandiae ", acclaimed, though 
only a fragment, as the greatest botanical 
work that had ever appeared. 


In 1793, the French navigator, Bruni 
D'Entrecasteaux, spent some time charting 
the southern coasts of Van Diemen's Land, 
particularly the island and the channel that 
bear his names. With him were two natural- 
ists, Labillardiére and Riche, who collected 
and named many of the plants in this locality, 
as well as establishing a garden of European 
plants at Recherche Bay. 
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Another French expedition, under Captain 
Baudin, visited Van Diemen’s Land in 1802. 
On his staff as chief botanist was Leschenault 
de la Tour, with Peron as zoologist. 


It was, indeed, mainly British and French 
naturalists who did the bulk of this early 
work in collecting and classifying, both in 
the field and in the laboratories at home, 
and there was considerable rivalry among 
them (not always of the friendliest kind) 
to be the first to put on record new plants or 
animals discovered. There was still much 
to be done. The navigators touched only 
the fringes of the lands they discovered. A 
wealth of material lay behind the coastline 
that only land exploration could reveal and 
the early explorers usually took a naturalist 
with them or were themselves naturalists. 
Among Australian examples are Major 
Mitchell, Allan Cunningham, Count Strzlecki 
and Ludwig Leichhardt, but it required a 
biologist, with a proper knowledge of his 
specific subject, and fime and facilities at 
his disposal, to achieve order out of the new 
material that constantly came to hand. Most 
of these qualified experts were in Europe, 
mainly in Britain and France. Two of the 
most accomplished botanists of the day were 
the Scotsman, Dr. Robert Brown, who, in 
1827, became keeper of the botanie depart- 
ment of the British Museum, and the English- 
man, Dr. (later Sir) William Jackson Hooker, 
professor of botany at the University of 
Glasgow from 1820 to 1840, and thereafter 
director of the Royal Botanic Gardens at 
Kew until his death in 1865, when his son, 
Dr. (later Sir) Joseph Dalton Hooker (1817- 
1911) succeeded him in that office. 


Like Brown, Hooker in his younger days 
had collected plants in other lands. In 1809, 
during the Napoleonic Wars when Denmark 
was at war with Britain, he visited Den- 
mark’s dependency, Iceland. This was a 
famous occasion, for the romantic adven- 
turer, Jorgen Jorgenson, who accompanied 
the British trading ship “ Clarence”, as 
agent and interpreter, seized control of the 
government of Iceland and, for a few months, 


ruled the country as a benevolent despot. 
Jorgenson was deposed by the commander of 
a British naval vessel, but on the return 
to England, the “ Clarence”, on which 
Hooker was travelling, caught fire and sank. 
By the prompt and skilful action of Jorgen- 
son, who took charge of the accompanying 
vessel, the whole ship’s company was saved, 
though Hooker lost his botanical specimens. 


As a consequenee of this association, 
Hooker and Jorgenson became frieuds and, 
after serving a term of imprisonment, not 
so much for usurping power in Iceland, as 
for breaking his parole while a prisoner of 
war to do so, Jorgenson was the guest of 
Hooker at his Norfolk home in Norwich. 

Later (according to his own story, owing 
to his gambling habits) Jorgenson fell from 
grace, and in 1825 was transported for life 
to Van Diemen's Land. It was not, however, 
his old friend's enforced residence there that 
turned Hooker's mind to the plants of the 
Colony, and Jorgenson, even if he had the 
inclination, as a convict had no opportunities 
for collecting. As early as 1823 Hooker set 
about trying to get specimens from Van 
Diemen's Land. 


Though science was becoming an import- 
ant branch of study at home, in Van Diemen's 
Land it had hardly begun. About half the 
population of the infant colony consisted of 
convicts and their guards, while the free 
colonists were more interested in their 
material welfare than in cultural matters— 
the settlers in establishing and widening 
their estates, the merchants and professional 
men in making money and maintaining their 
social status in society and, with one notable 
exception, up to Sir John Franklin's advent 
none of the early governors gave much 
encouragement to scientific enquiry. The 
exception was Colonel William Paterson, 
founder and Lieutenant-Governor of North- 
ern Van Diemen's Land until 1812, who was 
himself something of a botanist and plant 
collector. His name is celebrated botanically 
in the Iris genus Patersonia R.Br. and the 
Orchid species Caladenia patersonii R.Br. 
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True, a mineralogist, W. H. Humphrey, had 
been attached to the staff of Hobart Town's 
founder, Lieutenant-Governor David Collins, 
but the work he did in that field seems hardly 
to have justified the office. In the eighteen- 
twenties, according to a letter from Jorgen- 
son, Humphrey still held the position. There 
was no official botanist, though New South 
Wales (to which colony Van Diemen's Land 
was an appendage until 1824) had one. 


Colonel George Arthur, Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor from 1824 to 1836, was fully occupied 
with the suppression of bushrangers, the 
Black War, the perfection of his convict 
system, and the animosity of many of the 
free settlers, but found time for scientific 
matters. It was under his regime that 
scientific studies in Van Diemen's Land had 
their tentative beginnings. His predecessor, 
Colonel William Sorell had repossessed a 
farm of 80 acres, “ Hangans Farm ", on the 
banks of the Derwent for the purpose of 
establishing a botanical garden there in 1818, 
but practically nothing had been done and, 
in 1826, Arthur was complaining of its 
neglected state. “ Nothing," he wrote, “ hav- 
ing yet been done in collecting Plants, Shrubs, 
ete., with which the colony abounds. It is 
discreditable not to stir in this, and I am 
anxious about it, as I find it is remarked by 
strangers ". In 1828 the first Superintendent 
of the Gardens, Mr. William Davidson, was 
appointed, and the gardens soon became a 
centre of attraction for citizens of Hobart 
Town; so much so that, in 1832, Arthur 
directed that they be closed on Sundays, as 
the crowd that came damaged the plants. 
In 1829 Davidson applied for a number of 
grafted trees from the Government gardens 
at Launceston and George Town. These 
were probably introduced fruit and orna- 
mental trees, not native species. In addition, 
a large number of seeds were ordered from 
England. In the same year Davidson col- 
lected the seeds of 150 kinds of native plants 
from Mt. Wellington for growth in the 
garden. When Sir John Franklin arrived in 
1837, the Hobart Botanic Gardens were 
already fairly well established. 


A start had also been made in the way of 
scientific societies. In 1829 the Van Diemen’s 
Land Scientific Society with Governor Arthur 
as Patron, Dr. John Henderson, President, 
and Dr. Adam Turnbull, Secretary and 
Treasurer, was founded. Dr. James Ross, 
LL.D., author and publisher of Hobart Town, 
remarked, “ Whatever new species might be 
discovered by the members would for many 
years to come readily find a place in the 
excellent classification which learned men had 
adopted in the old world”. The society met 
monthly and was occupied with papers and 
discussions on many subjects; and it estab- 
lished a museum; but it seems to have been 
more a social than a scientific body. In 1824, 
also under the patronage of Colonel Arthur, 
a Mechanics’ Institute had been established 
in Hobart Town, at which lectures on astro- 
nomy, steam engines, and chemistry were 
given. It was not until 1842, however, that 
a Mechanics’ Institute was founded in Laun- 
ceston and the first scientifie society in that 
centre did not begin to function until 1839. 


There was no interested body, therefore, 
to which Hooker could address his enquiries 
for plants from Van Diemen's Land. He 
probably appealed to people both in the south 
and north of the island whom he thought 
might help him, but the only reply he seems 
to have received was from Thomas Scott, 
merchant of Launceston and formerly of 
Glasgow. It reads— 
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(Australian Letters). 
LETTER 277. 


Launceston Van Diemen's Land 
Ist Septr. 1827 

Sir 
I was honoured with your letter of 12th July 
1823 conveying instructions and paper for dry- 
ing plants, from my long silence you no doubt 
supposed that I was paying no attention to 
your request, but I assure you it has been 
much otherwise, but as I am no botanist I went 
very awkwardly about it, my first intention was 
to have numbered the specimens, then to have 
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gathered the seeds of the same plants and 
numbered them to correspond with the speci- 
mens, but after several attempts I found I was 
only making eonfusion as sometimes when I 
brought home some seeds I eould not reeollect 
from what plant I had gathered them I therefore 
gave up that Idea, ] have just thought of a 
plan by which I think I will be able to sueceed 
better I intend to get a number of small bags 
made to gather the seeds in and likewise to put 
some of the leaves of the plant from whieh they 
were gathered along with them, or perhaps it 
would be better just to put a sprig of the plant 
along with them when I send them to you—In 
the immediate neighbourhood of Launceston the 
variety of plants is very limited. I have some- 
times eolleeted a quantity at a distance but after 
bringing them sometimes 20 sometiines 40 Miles 
on horseback many of them would be so des- 
iroyed that they did not look like the same 
things. I therefore eonsidered them useless, 
there is however a eonsiderable variety here 
still and I hope in a few months more to send 
you a farther supply of seeds and speei- 
mens in the meantime I have put (for you) on 
board the ship Admiral Coekburn a Box 
addressed To the Glasgow Royal Botanie Gar- 
den, the Master of the Ship, Lieut. Cooling 
R.N. has aeted in a very shameful way on the 
present oeeasion, he kept the Bills of Lading 
beside him for 8 or 10 days making frivolous 
pretenees for not signing them, sueh as, he had 
not examined them with the Mate's book, the 
day before he sailed he promised to take them 
on board with him, to sign them and send 
them to me, in plaee of which he went off and 
took them with him, the ship goes round to 
Hobart Town to take on board passengers and 
I have written to a friend to demand the Bills 
of Lading from him, if I get them I will forward 
yours by the first ship in case the Admiral 
Cockburn has left Hobart Town before I ean 
send to Hobart Town again, however I am afraid 
from some eireumstanees which have eome to 
my knowledge that Captn Cooling would wish 
to apropriate them to his own use, for which I 
am the more eoneerned as ihe box contains 
Specimens whieh I will not be able to replace, 
they were a variety of mosses from Maequarie 
Harbour collected for me by my friend Mr. 
Spenee Assistant Colonial Surgeon whilst he 
was doing duty there, the remainder of the 
Box was plants dryed by my self and a few 
seeds, I hope they may arrive safe altho’ I 
have my doubts, the Ship is bound for Rio 
Janeiro and Liverpool in case you do not get 
the Bills of Lading you must reeover the box 
the best way you can—I have seen your letter 
to my late friend the Revd John Youl, he died 
in Mareh last as I observed by it that you 
wished to have Mosses and Ferns, I will collect 


as great a variety of them as I can, we have 
here a very extrordinary fern, (the fern Tree) 
it growes upwards of 16 foot high and I am told 
nearly 2 foot diameter in the stem altho’ I have 
never seen any that I judged to be so large as 
that. I had some thoughts of taking a small one 
up by the root say about 6 or 8 foot high and 
sending it to you whole but have deferred doing 
so untill I should write to you as perhaps you 
have sueh a thing already and the freight on 
it home would be high, if you wish to have one 
you have only to write to me and I will forward 
it, they grow in shady plaees where the ground 
is moist, the stem runs up straight without 
leaf or branch, and at the very top the leaves 
spread out broad, having never paid any atten- 
tion to them I cannot say whither they are of 
quick or slow growth a few days ago I had a 
small one whose stem is not a foot high brought 
in and planted in my Garden to try if it would 
grow in a situation less moist and less shadowey 
than that in whieh they are generally found I 
will let you know the result of my experiment 


I am 
Sir 
Your Mot, Obt. St. 
Thos Seott 


To Dr. Hooker + 
Glasgow \ 


Macquarie Harbour, where Scott’s friend, 
Second Assistant-Surgeon James Spence haa 
been on duty, was the dreaded penal settle- 
ment for twice-convicted convicts, established 
by Lieut.-Governor Sorell in 1822 on the 
desolate and rain-drenched west coast of Van 
Diemen's Land. 


The Rev. John Youl was the first ordained 
clergyman of the town of Launceston, arriv- 
ing in 1819, thirteen years after the first 
settlement there, Having at first no church 
to conduct services in, he held them in the 
open or sometimes in a blacksmith's shop, 
attracting his congregation by marching 
around the town in his canonicals and strik- 
ing an iron bar with a mallet in place of a 
bell. St. John's Church of England was not 
completed until 1825, with the Rev. Youl as 
first rector. His stipend was small, but he 
obtained land grants in the Perth district 
still held by his descendants. He died in 
1827. 
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Thomas Scott’s premises were in Cameron 
Street at the two western corners of the 
George Street intersection. As well as being 
an agent for general merchandise and ship- 
ping he was a wine and spirit merchant. An 
advertisement in the * Launceston Adver- 
tiser " of 8th November, 1832, states that he 
is agent for the Caledonian Distillery of 
David M'Gown at Distillery Creek. Owing 
to a rise in the price of corn, the price of his 
article, * equal to the best Irish or Scotch 
Whiskey ", had been raised to twelve shil- 
lings per gallon for sixty gallons or over and 
thirteen shillings for smaller quantities. On 
the 29th September, 1834, Scott is reported 
as being chairman of a meeting to draw 
attention to the loss of vessels in the Tamar. 
He probably lived at Glen Dhu where, aecord- 
ing to charts, a Thomas Scott had five blocks 
amounting to fifty acres, but one or more of 
these may have belonged to Thomas Scott, the 
surveyor, who lived in the same loeality. 


Thomas Scott, merchant, is liable to be 
confused with Thomas Seott, surveyor, who 
was contemporaneous with him at Launces- 
ton. Each had a brother James, the mer- 
chant’s brother being a merchant in Glasgow 
in 1830, while the surveyor's brother, then 
aged 20, was either on his way to Van 
Diemen’s Land or still a clerk in the office 
of Sir Walter Scott at Melrose Abbey. A 
Thomas Scott died in Launceston in 1854, 
aged 72. Thomas Scott the surveyor died 
in Seotland a year later. 


It was Thomas Scott, merchant, through 
whom Hooker was introduced to a much more 
interested (and interesting) correspondent 
from Launceston, Van Diemen’s Land. This 
was Robert W. Lawrence, who, in July, 1829, 
at the age of 20, commenced a diary which 
he later transcribed into a cheap ruled exer- 
cise book. watermarked on the cover J. 
Smiles, 1829. This exercise book, together 
with another continuing the diary over the 
years 1830 and 1831, is now in the possession 
of Mr. Leonard Lawrence of Formosa, 
Cressy, nephew of the diarist. 


This diary shows that Robert was a young 
man of scientific bent, with horticulture, 
botany, and zoology his main interests, 
though he also dabbled in chemistry and 
philosophy. Some extracts are given below. 
At the time he was living at “ Vermont " on 
the banks of the North Esk near Launceston. 


1829 July 30th Sowed Early Nimble Peas. 


Sept. 15th Sowed Cauliflower | 
Purple Brocoli 
Early York Cabbage | 


Grew very well 
afterwards de- 
stroyed by the 
Grubs. 


Forest tree seeds of several kinds (What 
few of these last came up were after- 
wards entirely destroyed by those dread- 
ful enemies of the Gardiner as well as 
Farmer, which appear about the midle. 
Oct.—) 


This morning a light shower fell. Sowed 
some Australian seeds viz. Acacia ven- 
ista/Came up 7th Dec. Acacia Verniciflua/ 
Tristanea voliusta/Came up 2nd Dec. 
Hibiscus mutabilis Called by Mr. Fraser 
the Monarch of the Australian flowers. 


Nov.19th Moran and Drudge barking. I hoed a 

Thr. 64° few potatoes this morning. Dined at 

—69* 30' Captn. Stewarts when I had an oppor- 
tunity of examining the Didelphus Cyno- 
cephalus more nearly than hitherto. 


Moran and myself making preparation for 
a short excursion into the bush this morn- 
ing. At about 2 o'clock we effected a 
start, our party consisted of Mr. Cham- 
pion, Mr. Lamont, myself and Moran. 
Fine morning and night. Found several 
rare plants in flower, particularly a plant 
so similar in habit to the genus Pimelea, 
that I am inclined to think notwithstand- 
ing its deficiency of a stamen, that it is 
a species of that genus, its description is 
as follows. 


MONANDRIA MONOGYNIA 


Calyx, O. Coro]. monopetala, infundibuli- 
formis, quadrifida, infera.  Stamen 1. 
tubo insertum. Pist. 1/Stigma simplex/ 
Pericarpium/Semina (Not yet seen in a 
sufficiently forward or ripe state) / Recep- 
taculum/Flores, terminalibus capitulis/ 
Folia oblonga, acuta, integerrima, oppo- 
sita, erecta, petiolata/ Caules vimenei 
procumbentes,  porrieti/Radix/Habi:at: 
Black Hills/Fl. November./ 

An unprofitable excursion. 

Rather windy. Examined the small Dia- 
delphous plant, which constitutes so 
essential a part of the herbage of Cape 


Oct. 24th 


Nov. 21st 


Dec. 5th 
Ther 61° 


Dec. 6th 


Dec. 8th 
Ther 
69° 30" 


Dec. 10th 


Dec 17th. 
Ther 67* 


Dec. 21st. 
Ther 87* 
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Grim and the other parts of th western 
coast, and found it to be the Lotus Corni- 
culatus (var.) This plant is reported 
to be sought after with great eagerness 
by the shecp of this country. Mr. Curr 
of the V.D.L.C. considers it as the best of 
the pasture on the Company's Lands. 
It grows luxuriantly on the light soils of 
the sea coast.. 


Monday A very fine day. Employed in 
cleaning and setting up a very fine micro- 
scope lent to me by Mr. Wedge. 


Wind N. Very fine. Drudge carting bark. 
Moran hoeing potatoes. Employed my- 
self today in the examination of several 
plants in the class & order Hexandria 
monogynia six of which I found to belong 
to the Genus Anthericum, and two others, 
to two different new genera. One of the 
species of Anthericum is remarkable 
from three of its stamina (or rather 
filaments) being bearded and three being 
naked I found this plant during my late 
excursion to Circular Head, growing on 
light soils on the coast. It is very much 
resembling a species with yellow flowers 
very common in this country but differs 
in the above mentioned circumstances, 
(the common one having all the filaments 
bearded) and in the spiral twist of its 
leaves. I find considerable difficulty in 
describing the different grassy-leaved 
species, where it becomes necessary to 
resort to the leaves for specific charaeters. 
I have thought that the situation (upon 
the filament whether vertical or horizon- 
tal) and form of the anthera would form 
good specific characters, in this genus, 
where in is found so great a variety of 
these organs. 


This day a solitary seed germinated of 
the Acacia verniciflua, sown 24th Oct. 
and a few days ago the Hibiscus Muta- 
bilis sown at the same time. 


Acacia Stenophylla up in the Greenhouse; 
sown in August. I put in a few 
specimens today, among the number the 
beautiful Musk Tree. Also two beautiful 
and rare Ferns. 


Windy. Drudge in town. Moran in the 
Garden. Collected twenty one species of 
indigenous seeds ripened in the Garden. 
Examined the herb called native penny- 
royal and found it to he a species of 
Mentha undescribed in Turton's Linnaeus. 


Moran and Drudge stacking bark. Made 
some experiments upon several minerals. 
In Diallage found the presence of Iron. 


Dec. 24th. 
Ther 65° 


Deena th. 


Dee. 27th. 


Jan. 1ith. 
[1830] 
Ther 67° 


two species of steatite one red the other 
white; in the red I found the colouring 
matter to be iron; in the white, indications 
of a small quantity of Lime. A white 
cloud upon adding Oxolate of Ammonia 
to a solution of the mineral. 


Evening. The day lost to work. The 
morning intolerably close and hot. 
Drudge received his Ticket of Leave. 


No work; all the men drunk. 


Heavy 
thunderstorm in the evening.— 


Dined with Hobler.—In the evening came 
home and wrote out my application for 
the appointment of Gardener to the 
Society, and one or two other letters 
upon business— 


No answer to my application for the 
situation of Gardener to the V.D.L, 
Phil. Soc.— 


March 20th A cloudy and changeable day, sometimes 


Ther. 60° 
Even 66° 


April 10th. 
Ther 65° 


[He does 


April 14th. 


April 26th. 


April 27th. 
Ther. 58° 


hot and sometimes cold—wrote to my 
Uncle Edward today for several books. 


Spent most of the day in an anatomical 
examination of the male organs of 
generation of the Opossum. But being 


young in the practice of dissection I am 
afraid I made some mistakes; if I have, 
they must be corrected by future examina- 
tions. I shall therefore give the result of 
my present dissection. 


so and includes a sketch.} 


Dissected a specimen of the Pelicanus 
Corba—Moran went to town for Glue 
and remained there till a late hour. I 
shall be obliged to punish him shortly if 
he does not mend. 


Wrote to the Superintendent of Conviets 
again for Servants, and did several other 
matters of business in Town— Came home 
in the evening. 


Did two or three jobs in Carpentry about 
the house. Afterwards I had an opor- 
tunity of dissecting a specimen of the 
Ornithorynchus Paradoxus The few obser- 
vations I was able to make are as fol- 
lows— 


TORACIC VISCERA 


Heart.—The form and situation of the 
heart is much the same as in the Human 
subject. Fyfe says that the Foramen 
Ooole is short in this species of animal; 
but I could not ascertain the fact in this 


May 3rd. 


May 7th 


May i4th 


May 15th 
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dissection. I shall investigate farther 
on some future occasion. Lungs are situ- 
ated on each side of the media stirmum 
as in the Human Body; the right side 
having four lobes, the left only one. The 
Trachea divides into Bronchia as in the 
mammalia. 


ABDOMINAL VISCERA. 

Liver 5-lobed. Gall bladder beautifully 
attached to the great lobes on the right 
side—The two branches of the Hepatic 
Duct join with the Cystic, about a quarter 
of an inch below the neck of the Gall 
bladder. The Ductus communis chole- 
dochus enters the Duodenum three quar- 
ters of an inch from the Pylonis. The 
Pancreas resembles that of most Quad- 
rupeds. Spleen, consists of two branches, 
one of which is about three inches and 
a half longer than the other. and of an 
elongated form. see figure ¿and he gives 
a figure] Fyfe says, “the spleen of the 
ornithorynchus is of a quadrangular form, 
and larger than the stomach.” The 
stomach is simple and remarkably small; 
having horny Papillae on the Pyloris. 
Testes situated internally between the 
kidneys and the lumbar vertebrae. The 
subject of this dissection was too young 
to admit of an accurate examination of 
the organs of generation. 


Returned from town after being disap- 
pointed in not having heard anything 
relating to my application for men—I 
received today an assortment of native 
seeds from Circular Head collected by 
Dr. Hutchinson, one of the few whom I 
have known to keep their promises.— 
Every appearance of rain before morning. 


Today a man of Mr. Priaulx’s brought me 
a bird to look at, which I should have 
bought had he not told me a lie. It was 
a new bird to me somewhat in appearance 
resembling the coot kind. The iris of a 
beautiful and brilliant red—Body Brown 
— Small. 


Moran at work at the potatoes.—In the 
Evening I set to work to find out the 
nature of a chrystalized substance which 
I received from Dr. Westbrook for that 
purpose. It proved to be Nitrate of Silver 
—I received from him several other sub- 
stances the names of which he did not 
know. One of them proved to be that 
species of Bitumen called asphaltum. 
Another Amber, a beautiful specimen. 


Engaged most of the day in chemical 
examination of minerals—&c— 


By “barking” in the entry for the 4th 
October, Lawrence refers to his servants 
stripping bark from wattle trees for tanning 
purposes. The Monandria monogynia is 
probably Pimelia filiformis. The Didelphus 
eynoccphalus is the Tasmanian Tiger, Thyla- 
cinus cynoccphalus. In his plant classification 
in the descriptions that follow Lawrence is 
using the Linnean System (see below). His 
mention of Lotus corniculatus, the Birdsfoot 
Trefoil, is interesting as there is some differ- 
ence of opinion as to whether this excellent 
fodder plant is a native or introduced. In 
his diary Lawrence quotes from the * Hortus 
Gramineus Woburnensis” regarding its 
value as a fodder plant. In his entry of 
14th April Pelicanus corba refers to the 
Black Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo, and 
on the 27th April Ornithorynchus paradoxus 
is the Platypus, O. anatinus. Hobler, men- 
tioned several times in the diary was a farmer 
also living on the banks of the North Esk. 
Hoblers Bridge, which carries the Tasman 
Highway to the East Coast, is named after 
him. 


A few days later young Robert Lawrence 
had a chat with Mr. Thomas Scott who, as 
he himself says, was not a botanist. He was 
not even a satisfactory correspondent, for 
Dr. William Hooker’s first letter had re- 
mained unanswered for over three years, 
and it was nearly three years since he had 
written that first reply. His conversation 
with Robert induced him to write again. 


LETTER 276. 


Launceston Van Diemens Land 


24th May 1830 

Dear Sir 

I have to acknowledge receipt of your very 
kind letters of 28th Augt 1828 and 9th Octb. 
1829 and have also to acknowledge the impro- 
priety of my conduct in not writing to you 
sooner, as confession of a fault is a great step 
towards reformation, (perhaps half the battle), 
I hope you will forgive me for this time—I had 
dried some more plants for you but they were 
not sufficient to make any thing like a decent 
parcel. I have been so absorbed in business 
for a long time back, that great part of the 
specimens I had collected were again lost, and 
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to tell you the truth collecting of plants had 
gone quite out of my head, when three days 
ago I received your letter of 9th Octr. I 
immediately went to a young friend of mine 
Mr Robt. Lawrence who is an enthusiatie botan- 
ist, shewed him your letter and asked him to 
make up some seeds for you, and I have no doubt 
but you would send him any seeds he might 
want in return, he made up a small parcel, 
which I have forwarded by Mr. Hunter Mate of 
the Clansman which was just clearing out, as 
Mr. Hunter is going to Glasgow, and I know 
him to be very carefull, I have no doubt of your 
receiving them safe, I have sent them to the 
care of my brother Mr. James Scott No 102 
Stockwell Street, who will deliver them to you, 
as he is making frequent shipinents to me he 
will forward to me any seeds you may find it 
convenient to send Mr. Lawrence, enclosed I 
send the note he sent me along with the seeds 
he is a young man very anxious to learn and 
I have no doubt but you will find him a very 
valuable correspondent, I will request him to 
write to you by the Luey Davidson which sails 
for London next month, and in the mean time 
I beg you will rest assured that my feeble 
endeavours will be exerted in the furtherance 
of your views— 


I am 
Dear Sir 


Yours most sincerely— 
Thos. Seott 


P.S. Please address to me Cameron Street 
Launceston, as there is now another of the same 
name here. T.S. 


Robert Lawrence, Hooker’s new correspon- 
dent, was the eldest son of William Effingham 
Lawrence, a wealthy settler who had arrived 
in Launceston in 1823. W. E. Lawrence had 
been a successful merchant in England, with 
houses in London, Liverpool, and New York. 
Failing health induced him to seek a more 
favourable climate and he purchased the 
“Lord Liverpool", a cutter of 71 tons bur- 
then, to bring him to Van Diemen’s Land. 
With him he brought his wife and two 
children, a blacksmith, and two apprentices, 
together with a large quantity of merchan- 
dise, including furniture, agricultural imple- 
ments, and mechanics’ tools. The vessel was 
commanded by Captain George Coulson, with 
Samuel Budge mate, four seamen and a car- 
penter, all of whom intended to settle in the 


colony. (Captain Coulson made his home on 
the east bank of the Tamar, near Winder- 
mere, where his descendants still live; one 
of the seamen, J. W. Bell, became an auc- 
tioneer in Launceston, in which profession 
he was succeeded by his son, W. T. Bell.) 


W. E. Lawrence had been a friend of 
Jeremy Bentham, the great philosopher and 
reformer. A bust of Bentham, brought out 
at the time, is in the possession of Mr. E. L. 
Lawrence, of ''Billopp ", who also has the 
original abstracts of two letters on metaphy- 
sies, written by Bentham to his Swiss-French 
friend and disciple, Pierre Dumont. 


They left England in May 1822, but a 
stay of four months at Rio de Janiero delayed 
their reaching George Town, at the mouth 
of the Tamar, until February 1823. The 
* Lord Liverpool ", however, did not sail up 
the Tamar to Launceston until six weeks 
later. In the meantime, W. E. Lawrence had 
visited Lieutenant-Governor William Sorell 
at Hobart Town and obtained, in proportion 
to the considerable capital in goods and 
money he had brought into the colony, exten- 
sive grants of land in Northern Tasmania. 
These included the large estate of “ For- 
mosa ", on the Lake River in the Northern 
Midlands, and areas adjacent to the small 
but growing towh of Launceston. One of 
these areas was to the south of Windmill Hill 
and included the present-day surburban areas 
of Lawrence Vale and Penquite. Penquite 
House, only recently demolished, was built 
for Lawrence’s overseer. Another section 
granted to him, together with Thomas Archer 
of “ Woolmers ” and Joseph Archer of “ Pan- 
hanger", was on the marshes to the north 
of the town ,on the banks of the North Esk 
River, on condition that an embankment was 
built to prevent flooding and that the lana 
was drained. W. E. Lawrence's town resi- 
dence was on a block between Brisbane 
Street and York Street, above the present 
City Park, overlooking the North Esk flats. 
and commanding a view of shipping entering 
and leaving the port of Launceston. The 
house, numbered 15 Brisbane Street, is still 
standing behind the houses which now front 
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the street. It is approached by a small lane 
at the head of which is a cast-iron gateway 
which once gave entry to the Henty residence 
in Cameron Street. The house is built of a 
ferruginous sandstone taken, apparently. 
from the Windmill Hill beds. Sills and lintels 
are of a fine-grade freestone not found in 
the district. The house stands in what 
appears to have been the floor of an old clay 
quarry. The clay perhaps went to make the 
soft friable bricks with which the buildings 
and garden walls of Launceston were built. 
The coarse sandstone found embedded in 
the clay would be discarded and used finally 
to build this house. A wing at the rear is 
in brick but the brick stables were demolished 
to make way for the home of Mr. A. W. M. 
Brewer. In the courtyard stands a very 
ancient weeping willow traditionally sup- 
posed to have been grown from a cutting 
taken from Napoleon's grave at St. Helena. 


As the block was not alienated from the 
Crown until the arrival of W. E. Lawrence, 
the quarry may have been one operated by 
the Crown. 


On the hill behind the North Esk marshes, 
he had another house, ‘‘ Vermont ", built for 
his son Robert. In addition, by grant or 
purchase, he became the possessor of other 
estates, including “ Point Effingham ", near 
George Town, and “ Danbury Park ", on the 
West Tamar. Besides his pastoral interests, 
W. E. Lawrence became a leading business 
man of Launceston, being a director of the 
Cornwall Bank, founded in 1828, and the 
Bank of Australasia, with which the Corn- 
wall Bank was later merged, and also a 
director of the Tamar Steam Navigation 
Company, founded in 1832. 


In 1826 it was brought to the notice of 
Colonel George Arthur, who had succeeded 
Sorell as Lieutenant-Governer in 1824, that 
the “ Formosa " estate, owing to negligence 
(or, as it was hinted, collusion) of the 
Surveyor-General, George Evans, and his 
Assistant Surveyor, Thomas Scott, was 
greatly in excess of the permissable grant. 
(Apparently, it was customary at the time 


to measure boundaries of large estates by 
pacing.) This led to a lengthy enquiry, as 
a result of which Evans lost his position and 
Scott his chance of promotion, but “ For- 
mosa ” retained its 13,000 acres, and later 
Evans was granted an Imperial pension at 
Arthur's request. The litigation, however, 
created bad feeling between Arthur and Law- 
rence so that, though his talents and wealth 
made him an obvious choice, Lawrence was 
completely ignored by Arthur in his selection 
of members for his nominated Legislative 
Council. 


Robert Lawrence, in whose name 2,000 
acres of the “ Formosa " estate were granted, 
remained in England to complete his educa- 
tion when his father left. He did not arrive 
in Van Diemen's Land until, a youth of 
sixteen, he landed at Hobart Town from the 
ship “ Elizabeth" in April, 1825. Robert 
made a copy of his first letter to Hooker in 
his diary. The original is preserved in 
Hooker's correspondence as letter 144. 


June 4th. Wind from the Southward, very cold. 
Rather unwell today so kept house and 
read all day—Moran still digging pota- 
toes—Through the kindness of Mr. Scott 
I have got an introduction to Dr. Hooker 
of Glasgow—Professor of Botany—I have 
sent him 2 packages of seeds, and the 
following. letter — 


Vermont June 1st 1830 
Sir 
I am happy in being acquainted with a corres- 
pondent of yours Mr T. Scott who has been kind 
enough to introduce me to you by letter. He 
will no doubt inform you that I have a taste for 
the science of Botany.—My knowledge of this 
science is certainly very slight indeed, I am a 
mere learner and without a preceptor but I hope 
that in time, by applieation I shall become as 
much of a Botanist as to enable me to be useful 
to you now if you will accept my services 
such as they may be. 


The principle obstaeles to my becoming scien- 
tific are as you may conceive the total want of 
persons with whom to converse on such subjects; 
and of Books. If therefore you will occasionally 
furnish me with a little knowledge I will furnish 
you with new or at least rare species of plants 
to examine and describe, with their pecularities 
as regards soil, sizes, habitat &c &c— 
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You may henceforth consider me therefore 
as an established correspondent—I will regularly 
send you seeds and a duplicate of my Hortus 


Siccus. 


Directions as to the best method of 


packing seed &c will be desirable and your 
address— 


lf it were possible to obtain Brown’s Prod- 


romus Fl. 


Nov. Holl.—1 shall feel greatly 


obliged by your furnishing me with it, 


I remain 
Your Obt Serv 
R. W. Lawrence 


Address to care of 
W. E. Lawrence Esqe 
Launceston 


The address was placed on the back of 
the sheet, after it was folded and sealed 
with wax, and various postmarks indicate 
that it was received as an ‘India Letter ” 
at Dover, and that it reached Glasgow on 
30th October, 1830. A small rectangle shows 


4€ ]p oom 
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Some further extracts from the diary fol- 


low— 


June 10th 


Sunday 

June 27th 

Ther 47° 
30’ 


July 2nd 


The Orchidia and other bulbous plants 
are rapidly rising above the ground; and 
the common though beautiful Epacris 
rises prettily above the coarser plants 
usually found on barren hills. Many 
species of plants appear to be preparing 
for a most luxuriant display of thcir 
spring colours 


I lament to say that when I came home 
this morning from Hobler's I found my 
Iast three years labour lost, all my plants 
were completely destroyed by cattle which 
had contrived to break down the garden 
fence. Two hundred head of cattle in a 
garden for one night is of course quite 
suffieient.—Captn Wales dined wiih me 
today— 


I am an unfortunate devil I have most 
truly said in the preceeding pages—How 
often are our fondest hopes denied us— 


Returned from town where I have been 
remaining ever since Monday. My prin- 
cipal business being to attend to the 
dissection of the two murderers who 
were hanged. I witnessed the disagree- 
able sight of their execution, and was 
glad to find that the Culprits suffer very 
little; their death must be immediate. 


July 7th 


July 8th 


July 22nd 


Sunday 
—25 


——26th 


July 29 


Returned. In the evening began a Pneu- 
matic apparatus— 


Succeeded in several experiments on the 
Gases— 


Made an exeursion round the neighbour- 
hood in search of young plants for 
transportation. My rout was by Hoblers 
where I found young plants of a beautiful 
species of Noteloea—some Oleas and 
Tasmannia; then  Penquite, Waddles 
and the Cataract. I was remarkably 
fortunate in finding young plants of 
several rare specics— 


Moran and myself started for the West- 
ern District. In the forest on the Old 
Norfolk Plains road I recognised a very 
rare Diadelphous plant which I had 
before only seen in the F'orest of Formosa 
—Reached Entally where I remained all 
night— 


Proceeded to Mr. Ashburner's where I 
remained all day and enjoyed the sight 
of numerous books of value as well as a 
great deal of amusing and instructive 
conversations— 


Rained very heavily which induced me 
to remain at Mr. Ashburner’s .oday—l 
enjoyed myself exceedingly. Mr. Ash- 
burner was kind enough to lend me a 
book which I had often-times wished to 
read, viz. Davy's Ag. Ch. an extremely 
valuable production He also presented 
me with a small evaporating dish which 
was desirable to me— 


Proceeded on my rambles, went up the 
Isis a few miles but only saw one new 
plant of an unsightly appearance. 
Reached Mr. Walkers estate about 2 
o'clock 1 found myself so agreeably 
situated that I gladly remained there the 
afternoon and took a bed— 


Made through the Bush for my father’s 
place Formosa where I arrived about 
5 o'clock in the evening. This day 1 
made several aquisitions 


Traveled round the Forest; obtained 
some rare plants for which I was seeking 
and then travelled on to the Companies. 
Found Mr. Dutton an hospitable gentle- 
manly man. He was kind enough to lend 
me several books &c Remained there all 
nigh:i— 


Started from Mr. Dutton's about 10 
o'clock for town, via Entally, where I 
had seen several plants on my journey 
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up. Took some of them and proceeded 
to town where I arrived at 6 o'elock. 
During the latter part of the Journey 
walked very fast. I left Entally at 4 
o'elock and was in town at 6 o'clock— 


30 Returned to Vermont. 


On October 5 he set out with a party of 
nine to take part in the expedition against 
the aborigines. Capt. Donaldson was the 
officer to whom he was responsible. The 
“ Aboriginal Campaign" was, of course, 
Colonel Arthur's famous ‘“ Black Line ", the 
abortive attempt to round up the remnant 
of aborigines, now in murderous and savage 
conflict with the white settlers, and contain 
them in Forestier and Tasman Peninsulas 
on the south-east of the island. It was a 
complete failure in its object, but provided 
a paid excursion and camping holiday for 
many able-bodied young settlers. To Robert 
Lawrence, who recorded its progress in his 
diary, it gave an opportunity for extending 
his botanical collection and doing a little 
zoological research. On 16th October, after 
the party had reached the Western Plateau, 
he dissected and named a snake, “ Coluber 
pinnatus R.W.L.” and comments, “I think 
that pinnatus is not an objectionable trivial 


name". It seems to have been a Tiger 

Snake, Notechis scutatus. Other entries 

read— 

Tuesday ... There is a new species of Casuarina 

19th Octr. here, which is remarkable in being 
dioecious. I have collected a large quan- 


tity of the seed. The other two species of 
Casuarina indigenous to this country. viz. 
stricta & torulosa sre also dioecious; this 
additional species make the number of 
dioecious Casuarinae three, the three 
other speeies described in Turton are 
monoecious. It is singular that in this 
genus there should be an equal nuniber of 
species belonging to two separate classes. 
—Three new species of Conchium are 
found here also. 


Owing to the necessity of attending to 
orders, I find it nearly impossible to make 
proper descriptions of the new objects 
which from time to time attraet my 
observation. Fell in with a small plant 
which is new to me, a species of that 
numerous genus Chrysanthemum. 


Lawrence's Conchium is now Hakea. On 
the next day, Wednesday, 20th October, 
Robert shows those qualities demanded of a 
leader in an emergency. He writes of it 
thus— 


Here I had a row with the men, they 
were ill-tempered and pettish at the 
gloomy prospeet before them, raining 
hard, nothing to eat, and every probability 
Of being out all night, without blankets, 
or any thing to protect us from the 
still inereasing rain. Every man, swore 
the lake lav in a different direction to 
that which any of his companions sup- 
posed, and every one pronounced his 
determination to go his own way. Indced 
this disposition increased so highly, that 
I was compelled, after having used every 
persuasive argument I eould think of, 
fuling laying before them the many 
dangers they would incurr by a sepera- 
tion, to inform them that I should immedi- 
ately shoot the first man that I saw about 
to leave me. My violence had the desired 
effect. 


On the 27th he dissected a native “ Hedge- 
hog”, the Spiny Ant-eater, Tachyglossus 
setosus, and wrote a description. 


By the 2nd November, he was in the 
vicinity of Richmond and wrote— 


I have observed several new species of 
Pultenoea; and a species of Eucalyptus 
(Eucalyptus robusta ?) is very common 
about here, which I have not seen in 
Cornwall ealled the Blue Gum. It is 
when young an ornamental tree. 


Soon after breakfast this morning I 
went with Moran in front of the line 
to patroll. Crossed a hill of argillaceous 
Stone abounding in impressions of an 
extinct species of Filices and a shell 
(Algae ? being with shell).—I have 
several specimens. Also found a curious 
and quite new plant in the natural order 
of Orchideae, the nectarium has the 
appearance of a foxe’s tail—Returned 
about dinner time with a violent head- 
ache. 


Saturday 
Novr. 6th 


Great complaints from the Capt. about 
our fire last night I have in consequence 
been obliged to stir the men up a little 
this morning. They are beginning to 


Monday 
8th Nov. 
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which makes 
anything but 


become ill-tempered now, 
the situation of a leader 
enviable . . .. 


Made an early start this morning and 
about one o'clock got into a very thick 
scrub, our course was due north. Here 
we dined.  Proceeded about four miles 
further into the scrub, where we halted 
for the night. Found several new ferns 
and other plants—among them the follow- 
ing—Class and Order Icosandria Digynia 
Corol. 8-petalae, inferior, regular. Calyx 
6-8-leaved, leaves very acute. Filaments 
filiform, anthera one valved, opening at 
the top—/Pistilla simple./Flowers ter- 
minal, in twos or threes,/ leaves lance- 
olate, whorled, hairy in the margin—Stem 
sprauling, the young shoots villous/ 
Shrub/Habitat. Scrub near Sorrell./Fl. 
November. Cherry Class & order Dode- 
candria Monogynia / / Calyx 4-leaved 
Corol. 4-petaled, cach petal  3-cleft, 
inferior./Stamina 12. Antherae very 
long opening longitudinally—Pistil one 
Stigma simple/ Pericarpium a berry 3 
celled./Flowers axillary, — petiolated,/ 
Leaves ovate, serrate./Stem sprauling./ 
Hab. Thick scrub near Sorell—/Fl. Nov- 
ember—This is a very elegant shrub, the 
young shoots having much of thc appear- 
ance of a Kentish cherry. The fruit 
resembling a  black-heart. I mention 
these as being two very beautiful plants. 
We passed some very large timber today 
some often trces measuring 12-14 fcet 
in diameter at six feet from the ground. 


Proceeded on our expedition this morn- 
ing changing our course from north, to 
due west. The scrub sometimes very 
thick for about a mile and a half, when 
the country became a little more practic- 
able; shortly after this we heard some 
persons talking, and on looking in the 
direction whence the sound issued, we 
saw some trees barked, and a roving party 
led by Mr. Massey—Mr M. was engaged 
in examining some Natives’ Huts, they 
were five in number, and appeared to be 
those which had been seen several times 
already, by other parties. Mr. Massey 
had with him a Black who was taken a 
few days ago, as a guide, to lead him 
to the haunts of his tribe. Proceeded a 
few miles further passing a very dense 
and prickly scrub. The plants principally 
composing it were the Mimosa verticil- 
lata, Pultenaen -sp-, Metrosideros lance- 
olata and a coarse cutting grass.—Found 
a spear which had been lately made. 


The ‘‘ Cornwall” referred to was, at the 
time, the general name for the settled country 
around Launceston. The Blue Gum, Fuca- 
lyptus globulus, grows naturally only in the 
south and east of Tasmania. E. robusta does 
not occur in Tasmania. The two plants he 
describes in detail appear to have been 
Bauera rubioides and the Heart Berry, 
Aristotelia peduncularis. Mimosa verticillata 
is Acacia verticillata, Prickly Mimosa. By 
Metrosideros lanczolata he may mean Callis- 
temon pallidus. 


From Lawrence’s notes on the trees and 
shrubs, this excursion apparently took them 
into the hilly country towards the present 
district of Nugent, where a higher rainfall 
produces big timber and a fern gully flora. 
The expedition was abandoned on 25th 
November and Robert returned to Vermont, 
where he resumes his diary. The entries 
regarding the Aboriginal Campaign were 
written into it from notes he took during 
the expedition. The following extracts were 
written after his return home. 


Wednes- Mr Francis Lord had come over today 
day 19th from town, in order to arrange concern- 
Jany ing a hebdomadal mecting to be held (by 
Ther64? us) for the purpose of improving our- 


selves in the seienee of Chemistry and 
Botany. At present Mr Lord appears to 
be unsettled, but he hopes soon to have 
matters so arranged, as to be able to 
attend with regularity—We read Thom- 
sons introduetion this morning and pro- 
ceeded a short way into the chapter on 
Heat. Smith's introduction to his work 
on Systematical and Physiological Botany 
was also read, but I was so exceedingly 
unwell that I was obliged to go to bed. 


[and next day] 
My tooth continues very painful; I have 


been unable to cat for three days; my 
wisdom will be dearly purchased. 


Monday Very strong breeze from the N.W. 
31st Jany. Landed my chemical apparatus in good 
Ther 66° order from the Prince Regent.  Con- 
Wind veyed it to Vermont nothing broke or 
N.W. injured on the way. 

Saturday Mr Talbot gave me a bottle of water 
9th April from a mineral spring on his estate to 


examine 
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Tuesday Thornberry was attacked by  inflam- 
19th April matory fever — I bled him and ad- 
Thr. 60° ministered a purgation. 


prosecuting my 


today in 
Talbot’s mineral 


Sunday Engaged 
of Mr 


24th April examination 


Thr 68° water; did not complete it, but ascertained 
Wind that it held in solution a small quantity 
N.W. of Sulphate of Magnesia. 


During April he paid a visit to the Tamar 
Heads. 


Wednes- Arrived at George Town by about 7 

day o'clock a.m. Collett and I started about 

17th April.12 o'clock for a walk, we went round the 
east head and along that coast. I found 
several plants which I had not before 
seen, but only one in a state fit for des- 
cription, viz. 


PENTANDRIA MONOGYNIA 
Calyx 5-cleft. Corol. superior, funnil- 
form, 5-cleft./Pericarp. Berry. Antherae 
Perigynous. Stigma capitate./ Leaves. 
Obiong, deeply channelled, silvery under- 
neath;/ pedicel short/Shrub 2-3 feet 
high./Hab. North East Coast V.D.L. Fl. 
April & May—/ 


Several uncommon birds were seen; a 
species of Turdus and a beautiful sea- 
bird. A great paucity of shells on this 
coast.—Numerous species of Medusae 
abound, presenting quite a variety of 
form. 


Robert visited the limeburner's kilns in 
Middle Arm and describes a geological sec- 
tion of the quarry, including a drawing— 


SECTION OF THE LIME ROCK 


No. 1. Stratum of light soil containing 
angular gravel. 

— 2. Indurated clay in small laminae, 
very friable, and containing 
small silicious stones— 


— 3. Lime strata. 


Tuesday ... Returned in the evening and went 
3rd. May through some Latin with Mr Collett.— 
Ther. 60* ! 


Robert's next letter to Hooker refers to 
the Aboriginal Campaign and his collecting. 


LETTER 145. 


Vermont May 8th 1831. 
Sir 
I had the picasure of writing you June 1st 
1830, and of forwarding to you a package of 
seeds per Colisto, which I hope you received in 
due course— 


I have now the pleasure of sending by the 
Czar, through your correspondent Mr Scott, 
a collection of seeds made in 1830 and 1831. 
I wish that it contained the Hortus Siccus 
which I formerly promised, but owing to the 
late Aboriginal Campaign, and other business, 
I have been so much confused and pressed for 
time, that I have been unable to prepare it for 
you, though I have in iny possession a consider- 
able number of species for that purpose— 
During the late campaign, in which I was 
engaged, I had the fortune to collect several 
species of plants, which I had not until then 
seen, but seeds of which I send you in the 
present package. l have been unable to afford 
the necessary time for describing their habitudes 
and pecularities, but hope next season to be 
able to give you some information on those 
points. 


You wili find many of the parcels of seeds 
which 1 have not named, to be those of well 
known plants, though unknown to me at present; 
and some which I may have named improperly. 
An edition of Linnaeus's system of nature by 
Turton 1806 is the latest species plantarum I 
at present possess. I however expect shortly 
to have an opportunity of obtaining the neces- 
sary works from London, when I may perhaps 
be able to render niyself more useful to you in 
this country than I am at present—I will write 
by the post informing you of what the box 
contains 


Your Obt Sert 
R. W. Lawrence 


P.S. If you do me the favour to communicate 
with me address to care of W. E. Lawrence Esqe. 


Launceston 
V.D. Land. 


Botanical terms and allusions in the letters 
may need some elucidation. The Natural 
System developed by the French-Swiss Ber- 
nard de Jussieu and his nephew, mentioned 
in Lawrence’s next letter, replaced the 
Linnean System about the beginning of the 
nineteenth century. Linneus, the great 
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Swedish botanist of the eighteenth century, 
had divided plants into groups or classes 
according to the number of stamens present 
in the flower, and then subdivided these 
classes into orders on the basis of the number 
of pistils. Lawrence used this system in 
his diary and his note under the date 21st 
Nov. 1829 indicates that he recognized, from 
experience in the field, the deficencies of the 
Linnean System. This artificial system often 
Separated plants which, in other respects, 
were much alike, and brought together plants 
which had accidental or superficial similar- 
ities. Linneus developed a Natural System, 
but this was not widely known. 


B. and A. de Jussieu developed and made 
publie a Natural System, taking into aecount 
the plant as a whole and the position of the 
floral parts rather than their number. This 
Natural System is the one which Lawrence 
was just learning about, and which Gunn 
was to adopt with enthusiasm. It had the 
effect of bringing plants with similar charac- 
teristics and properties together though, as 
the century went by, it was to prove inade- 
quate and artificial in its turn. 


In the period under review, the de Jussieu 
System formed the basis for further develop- 
ment of the Natural System, notably by De 
Candolle, by Robert Brown in his “ Prodro- 
mus", by Lindley, and by Bentham and 
Hooker. Bentham and Hooker's classifica- 
tion has, with modifications, been used 
in works on Tasmanian botany, notably 
Hooker's “Flora of Tasmania”, Rodway's 
"'Tasmanian Flora", and Dr. W. Curtis' 
" Student's Flora of Tasmania ". 


Australian Floras, however, follow F. von 
Mueller's arrangement, with modifications, 


Following the publication of Darwin's 
" Origin of Species" in 1859, it became 
necessary to review the systems of classifi- 
cation with Darwin's ideas in mind. Engler 
and Gilg endeavoured to do this in their 
System, which J. M. Black followed in his 
* Flora of South Australia ". 


The outstanding system of this century is 
that of J. Hutchinson, of Kew, in 1926. 
Hutchinson's Phylogenetic System seeks to 
escape from the artificialities of the earlier 
systems and arrange plants in the probable 
order of their evolution. All systems of 
classification are, however, developments of 
the De Jussieu System and may be traced 
back to it. It was this system which became 
familiar to Lawrence and Gunn and therefore 
it is necessary to have some acquaintance 
with it. 


The ** Journal of Botany ”, vol. III (1841), 
p. 56, states— 


These Natural Orders, as Bernard de Jussieu 
had imagined them, were eomprised in seven 
elasses, which A. Laurent de Jussieu judiciously 
inereased to fourteen. The Lobes of the Embryo 
constituted the three first classes; henee arises 
the famous division of the whole vegetable 
kingdom into Acotyledones, Monocotpledones, 
and Dicotyledones. 


The Acotyledons have spores in place of 
seeds, and consequently no seed leaves. They 
are also known as Cryptogams (hidden mar- 
riage) from the fact that the tiny spores 
produce sexual plants where fertilization 
takes place unnoticed. The Cyptogams 
include Ferns (Filices), Mosses (Musci), 
Lichens, Fungi, and Algae (the last term 
embraces Seaweeds). They are without 
flowers in the normal sense. 


The flowering plants Phanerogams, (visible 
marriage) are separated into two divisions 
according to the nature of their seed. Those 
with naked or unenclosed seeds, of which the 
conifers are the main group, are the Gymno- 
sperms; those with seeds enclosed in an outer 
covering (like apples or wheat) are the 
Angiosperms. 


The Angiosperms are then divided into 
two sections —the Monocotyledones, with 
seeds which contain only one embryo seed 
leaf, of which grasses, palms, and orchids 
are typical; and Dicotyledones, with seeds 
which contain two embryo seed-leaves, such 
as the pea family and almost all trees and 
shrubs that are not conifers or palms. 
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'The plants of each major division are then 
classified into Botanical Orders and Families 
according to their natural affinities. 


The Insertion of the Stamens on the pistil, on 
the part which bears the pistil, on the calyx, or 
on the corolla, affords the subsequent divisions. 


'The families, in turn, are further divided 
into genera and the genera into species. A 
species may again be divided into sub-species, 
varities, or other ranks. 


Thus, there are two deseriptions of characters, 
the first derived from the embryo, the seeond 
from the relative insertion of different parts of 
the flowers; and these furnish all the elasses. 
Characters of less and less importance supply 
the other groups, families, genera, and species; 
the groups always holding the same respective 
rank in the general system as their eharacters 
do in nature; and thus the leading principle of 
the method, drawn from Nature herself, is the 
relative value of eharaeters. 


A clue to the discovery of the system is 
given in the statement— 


Still farther, there are the natural families 
all ready made; as in the Grasses, the Compo- 
sitae, and the Umbelliferae. 


The Linnean method of naming each plant 
by its generic name and specific epithet 
(which also applies to the Animal Kingdom) 
was retained in the System of De Jussieu. 
Thus, the botanical name Hucalyptus globulus 
Lab. for the Blue Gum indicates that this 
tree belongs to the genus Hucalyptus (because 
of its general characteristics) and is of the 
species globulus (a little globe, referring to 
its round seed capsule), because of the minor 
features which mark it off from other mem- 
bers of the genus. If the species is divided 
into  sub-species, then a third name is 
appended. The abbreviation ‘ Lab." indi- 
cates that the botanist who first published 
the name and description of the plant was 
the Frenchman, Labillardiére. 


Generic and specific names are usually of 
classical derivation, being based on both 
Latin and Greek roots, though the specific 
epithet usually take a Latin form. A separate 
name must be used for each genus, but the 
Specific epithet may be used again and again, 
though obviously only once for each genus. 


Besides classifying plants into their appro- 
priate orders, the De Jussieu System also 
arranged these orders in a sequence accord- 
ing to their affinities with each other. The 
Dicotyledones begin with the family Ranun- 
culaceae. In Gunn’s lists of specimens found 
in the correspondence, plants like clematis 
and buttercups, which belong to this family, 
come first. 


Like Thomas Scott, Robert Lawrence still 
thought seeds of plants were Hooker’s main 
requirement, though he had also started a 
Hortus Siccus, or collection of dried plants. 
Hooker quickly advised him that it was plant 
specimens rather than seeds he wanted, par- 
ticularly flowers and fruits of plants, and 
sent him instructions for drying and pressing 
them. In addition, he sent Lawrence works 
on botany, including Brown's ' Prodromus ” 
and his own “ Botanical Miscellany ". which 
contained notes on botanical expeditions and 
discoveries, and descriptions of new species, 
illustrated by Hooker’s own exquisite and 
accurate drawings. His judicious praise and 
encouragement was greatly appreciated by 
Lawrence, as his next letter of 29th May 
indicates. Entries in his diary between the 
two letters to Hooker are— 


Wednes- Went to town to visit His Excellency 
day the Lieutenant-Governor. Saw him in 
11 May the afternoon. 

Sunday In the afternoon walked over to Stephen- 


15th May son’s to return some books borrowed of 
him and to borrow White’s Nat. Hist. 


Selbourne. 

Saturday Went to town in the morning and was 

21st May gratified at receiving a most satisfactory 

Ther 48° answer from Professor Hooker to a letter 
which I sent sonie time ago. He has sent 
me the books I was desirous of obtaining 
among them Brown’s Prodronius. Also a 
periodical published by himself called 
Botanieal Miscellany. 

Sunday Remained at home all day preparing an 

22nd Herbarium, to send per Czar to Professor 
Hooker— 

Monday Went to town saw Seott, who had not 


28rd. May yet received the books &e from Hobart 
Town, which Dr. Hooker was kind enough 
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to send me. Ordered a tin case for Herb- 
arium. Bougt half a ream of cartridge 


paper. Evening arranging Herbarium. 
Tuesday All day at Herbarium. 
24th 
Thursday Went to town on business. Returned 
26th to Vermont and went on with Hortus 
Ther53? Siccus. 
Friday Finished the H-barium this evening. 
27th 
Saturday Took Herbarium to town, and after hav- 
28th ing shown it to my father, had it soldered 
up, and made ready for shipping. 
Sunday At Home all day writing to Eng- 
29th land. 
Monday Town, where I shipped the Herbarium 
30th for Dr. Hooker. 


Stephenson, from whom he borrowed 


White's * Natural History of Selbourne”, 
lived on an estate of which a portion is now 


the 


Launceston Church Grammar School. 


Stephenson's Bend, on the River Tamar, is 
named after him. At this period Lawrence 


Was 


writing to Hooker. 


LETTER 146. 


Vermont May 20th 1831 


Dear Sir 


I have received your letter of 30th Oct 1830, 
with that degree of pleasure which you can 
conceive a young Botanist to feel at the receipt 
of such a communication.—I sent by the Czar 
on the 8th inst a package of seeds for you, 
accompanied by a short letter explaining the 
cause of iny not having prepared an Herbarium 
for you. I find from Mr. Scott that the Czar 
will be some days longer in this Harbour, which 
enables me to pack up hastily such specimens 
as I have by me. I am extremely sorry they are 
so few, but until | veccived your letter I imag- 
ined sceds to be the most important.—You shall 
have as rich an Herbarium of the plants of this 


country by degrces as it is possible for me to 
obtain, 


That there are many undescribed plants in 
this country I have no doubt, but hitherto I 
have had no means of becoming acquainted even 
with the most common and well known plants, 
and consequently could not detect a new one. 
Your kindness, however, has now put me in 
possession of the means of acquiring a general 
knowledge of the Botany of this country, by 


having furnished me with that invaluable Pro- 
dromus, for which, and your Botanical Miscel- 
lany, I take this opportunity of thanking you. 
You must not be surprised at my deficiency of 
botanical knowledge, for in England I never 
even thought of the subject of Botany, and here 
I am entirely self-taught. 

The natural system of Jussieu I have not yet 
studied; but I perceive that it is now so univers- 
ally adopted, that I must commence to use it 
immediately. 


My arrangement of living indigenous plants 
is according to the Linnaean system.—I shall 
arrange a new and I hope first-rate Herbarium 
according to the natural method, which will 
be a work of tine, and in the course of the 
formation of which, I shall no doubt have fre- 
quent occasion to apply to you for information. 
My present Herbarium is without arrangt. I 
have numbered the whole of the plants which I 
send to you, for though I believe that I know 
a number of them, yet I should like to be certain. 


With regard to paper I am ashamed almost to 
ask you for it, but I send you now in this 
Herbarium nearly alt ] was able to find in 
Launceston. I intend having a supply from 
England as soon as I ean; but I find my friends 
there are so long in attending to my requests, 
that I shall most probably receive what you 
send, long before what they may send though I 
write to them by the same vessel.—I shall 
attend fully to your Directions for collecting 
&c.— 


The phan[ero]gamous plants have as you sup- 
posed principally attracted my attention; but 
the Cryptogamic, have not been entirely passed 
over, though I have not collected many and 
though I am nearly ignorant of them generic- 
ally I send a few Ferns only, they however 
are all I have; some are unfortunately not in 
fructification. The Mosses & Lichens I have 
never collected at all, but I shall not fail to 
do so in future. The Algae I once had a small 
collection of but they were by an accident 
destroyed—I hope however to repair this loas. 


The Dawsonia I do not know, but if it exists 
in this neighbourhood, you shall have abundance 
of it as soon as possible. I am extremely obliged 
to Mr. Murray for the seeds he has been so 
good as to send me, and shall yearly send him 
a supply— 


Your oll'er of a copy of your Musci Exotici t 
cannot help aecepting, and the possession of it 
will ensure an interest in the subject on which 
it treats, The number that you sent to me 
containing Dawsonia, has excited in me a 
strong desire to possess the full work.—Ilf I 
have the fortune to be the means, ‘as you hope, 
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of making known to you any considerable por- 
tion of the Botany of this island, it will give me 
the greatest possible delight, I shall labour 
to do so: hitherto I have not made Botany a 
matter of business, but now I consider myself in 
a certain degree bound to do all I ean. The 
major part of the time I can spare from neces- 
Sary business will be devoted to it. 


Mr Murray would oblige me by furnishing me 
with as many species of the genera Salix & 
Populus as he can obtain, particularly the useful 
species, also Elemus arenarius I shall take the 
liberty of writing to Mr Murray with my next 
parcel of seeds, and of giving him the informa- 
tion required by your Directions &c. 


The Governor has promised to lend me a man 
who is a eapital delineator, if I succeed in 
getting him I will have drawings made of all 
the remarkable plants whose organs of fructifi- 
cation are complicated. Orchidea &e &c and 
send you copies. I should think the parts could 
be better dissected on the spot while the plant 
is yet living than after being dried and pressed, 
I have seen a number of his paintings of 
indigenous plants which were very accurate 
and extremely well exccuted.—I have a good 
microscope. 


I remain 
Dear Sir 
Yours Sincerely 


R. W. Lawrence 


2 Dawsonia was a genus of moss which, with 
its various species, was described by Hooker 
In his book on foreign mosses, “ Musci 
Exotici". Mosses were one of Hooker's 
botanical specialities, 


Mr. S. Murray, at that time in charge of 
the Glasgow Botanical Gardens, was inter- 
ested in obtaining new species of plants from 
abroad. This is the first of many references 
In the letters to seeds sent to, or seeds or 
Plants received from, Mr. Murray. The 
Saliz and Populus that Lawrence wanted in 
return were, of course, Willows and Poplars; 
Elymus arenarius was Sea Lyme-grass, a 
grass allied to Barley and possibly used for 
binding sand dunes. 


The delineator was undoubtedly William 
Barlow Gould, the convict artist who, in 


1827, was transported to Van Diemen’s Land 
for seven years for theft. He was, intermit- 
tently, the assigned servant of Dr. James 
Scott, R.N., Colonial Surgeon, from 1829 
until 1832, when Gould was sent to Macquarie 
Harbour for drunkenness. 


The drawings of plants made when he was 
with Dr. Scott (many of them named by 
James Backhouse) found their way to Eng- 
land. In 1958 they were purchased by the 
Queen Victoria Museum, Launceston, from 
Miss E. M. Hugh-Smith, of Reading, England. 
These full-size, water-colour drawings, 177 
in all, in three sketch books, are beautifully 
executed, often showing sections of the 
flowers and fruit. Gould’s story is told by 
Mrs. I. J. Mead in the “ Papers and Proceed- 
ings of The Royal Society of Tasmania”, 
vol. 93, 1959. 


The next letter in the file, of the same date, 
is the first draft of the foregoing letter. It 
was sent by another vessel and, with some 
slight variations in phrasing, is substantially 
the same. 


The next two are short notes written ten 
days later but sent by different ships, one 
advising Hooker of the despatch of a package 
of specimens, the other to John Hunneman, 
shipping agent of London, containing a Bill 
of Lading for the parcel. 


LETTER 148. 
Launceston 30th May 1831 
Dear Sir, 

I write per Elisabeth to inform you that I 
have shipped on board the brig Czar for London 
a package containing an Herbarium, and ad- 
dressed to the care of Mr. Hunneman Esqe, 
and which I hope you will receive in due course. 
I have enclosed to Mr. Hunnemann a Bill of 
Lading.—I shall commence immediately to pre- 
pare another collection for you, whieh I hope 
will be more extensive,  Dawsonia shall be 
searched after. If you wish to obtain a number 
of specimens of any plant in particular pray 
let me know and I will obtain them for you as 
soon as I can. 


I remain 
Dear Sir 
Yours Sincerely 
R. W. Lawrence 


Ronald Campbell Gunn by Thomas Griffiths Wainewright. 
(By courtesy, Director, Royal Botanie Gardens, Kew.) 


Sir William Jackson Hooker. 
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LETTER 149. 


Launceston 30th May 1831 
Sir, 

I write per Czar to advise you of a package 
addressed to Dr Hooker, care of John Hunneman 
Esqe. Soho containing an Herbarium collected 
in this country, (V.D.L.) and shipped on board 
the Czar bound for London, I enclose a Bill of 
Lading.—Dr Hooker requested me to direct any 
packages I might send to London for him to 
your care. I shall feel obliged by your forward- 
ing to him the present package as soon as 
possible. 


I remain 
Sir Your Obt Sert 
R. W. Lawrence. 
On the back of the letter to Hooker, writ- 


ten in another hand, is, “ Astragalus Boeti- 
cus ”, 


The next letter, to Hooker, was written 
ten months later. 


LETTER 150. 


Vermont. March 15th 1832 


By the Princess Augusta I send you a small 
collection of dried specimens. I am almost 
ashamed at not being able to send you a larger 
number this season, but very important business 
has prevented me from making as extensive a 
collection as I had intended.— 


I have commenced to arrange an Herbarium 
according to the natural method; but of which 
I know scarcely anything as yet.—In Brown's 
Prods the Papilionaceae, Mimosae, Lomenta- 
ceae, Myrtaceae, and Compositae all extensive 
orders here, are left out.— 


The specimens of the present collection are 
numbered, without reference to the former one; 
you will oblige me much by transmitting to me 
the names attached to their respective numbers. 


Among the Musci you will find several speci- 
mens without inflorescence; I send such under 
the idea that you will in all probaility be 
already acquainted with them, and know them 
by their foliage or manner of growth. 


As I thought it might be injurious to some 
of the specimens of Lichens to have them 
separated from the Musci &e amongst which 
they were growing, I have dried them en masse. 
I send you this seasons collection as far as 
Epacrideae, the remainder will be sent by the 
next vessel. Mr Murray will receive some 
seeds by the next opportunity—I hope you 


received my last package (per Czar) in good 
order— 


I expect soon to be enabled to do you a little 
more justice as a correspondent than hitherto. 
In the meanwhile 
Believe me 
Dear Sir 
Yours sincerely 
R. W. Lawrence 


“ Prodromus ", 1810 (Latin, a forerun- 
ner), was not followed by a major work on 
Australian plants by Robert Brown. 


As there are no postmarks, it is possible 
that this letter was delivered by hand or 
went with the specimens the dispatch of 
which is confirmed in the next short note, 
two days after which he wrote a letter of 
introduction to Hooker for his friend Ronald 
Campbell Gunn. 


LETTER 151. 


Vermont. March 31st 1832 


Dear Sir, 


This is to advise you of a package of Dried 
Plants, shipped for you in the Princess Augusta, 
and addressed to the care of Mr. Hunneman 
I have written to that Gentleman, enclosing a 
Billof Lading. I shall write to you more fully 
with the remaining collection of this season, 
which I hope to ship in about 6 weeks— 


Believe me 
Dear Sir 


Yours truly 
R. W. Lawrence 


LETTER 152. 


Launceston April 2nd 1832 


Dear Sir 


Give me leave to introduce to you my friend 
Mr Gunn; a gentleman who has lately acquired 
a passionate taste for the science of Botany, 
and who has become an enthusiastic collector— 

Believe me 
Dear Sir 
Yours truly 
R. W. Lawrence 
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That Ronald Gunn became a plant collector 
is almost certainly due to his friendship with 
Robert Lawrence. Young men of the same 
age and the same social standing, they natur- 
ally became acquainted. The total popula- 
tion of Launceston was only a few thousand, 
of which nearly half were convicts, and 
* society " of the day was limited to profes- 
sional and business men, government officials 
and the landed gentry and their wives and 
children; tradesmen and shopkeepers were 
rigorously excluded. Gunn, Superintendent 
of Convicts, held an important Government 
office; Lawrence was a wealthy landowner, 


so that they naturally met at social functions. 


But, unlike most of the young men of that 


' time (and later) whose main interests were 


hunting, dancing, and drinking, Gunn and 
Lawrence had something in common. Better 
educated and with keener intellects than 
most of their fellows, they had within them 
the spirit of scientific enquiry and a desire 
to increase their knowledge, and here, in a 
new land, full of fresh and undescribed 
species, animal and vegetable, was an almost 
unlimited field for their activities. What 
they needed was a guide and teacher, and 
this, almost by accident, Hooker provided. 


Lawrence, encouraged by Hooker, trans- 
mitted his enthusiasm for collecting to his 
friend Gunn. As a single man of ample 
means, he had more time than Gunn, who 
was tied to his official post and had a wife 
and three children, but, once started, botany 
became the absorbing interest of Gunn’s 
life; all his spare time he spent collecting, 
arranging, and classifying, and his progress 
in the subject is reflected in his letters to 


Hooker. 


Lawrence's next letter is dated from “ For- 
mosa ". 


LETTER 153. 


Formosa 29th June 1832. 
My Dear Sir, 

I with great pleasure acknowledge receipt of 
your letter of the 2nd. Decr. 1831. I hope you 
received the Herbarium (such as it is) in a 


satisfaetory state. I am exceedingly obliged 
for the Paper; and the possession of the Musci 
Exotiei, wil ensure an attention on my part 
to the subject to which it relates—I have writ- 
ten to my agent in Hobart Town to forward the 
package as soon as possible. 


I am fearful that the paucity of specimens 
I have hitherto sent you will cause you to 
imagine me to be less zealous collector than 
I profess to be and in order to remove such an 
impression if it should exist I will acquaint you 
with eircumstances which otherwise it might 
be absurd to communicate to a stranger. I have 
been for some time occupied a good deal in 
making arrangements previous to my intended 
marriage, which will take place in about six 
months. Moving to a different establishment 
that too in the winter; carrying with me most 
of a four-years eollection of living plants &c &c 
and building a House fit to live in, are all 
objects which require much time and attention 
to accomplish. 


On the 25th inst. I took charge of an estate of 
my fathers called Formosa on the Lake River, 
consisting of 13000 acres, and have since been 
employed in arranging the late Overseer's 
accounts which I have not yet fully accom- 
plished; and which I fear when arranged will 
prove any thing but satisfactory—The weather 
for a eonsiderable time has been exceedingly 
wet, indeed so much so as to have surprised 
many of those who have been long on the 
Island. My removal from Vermont, therefore 
has been attended with difficulty and much 
unpleasantness. 


My present situation is well adapted for mak- 
ing an interesting collection of Natural History 
subjects. A considerable number of the Animals 
peculiar to the Island abound upon this estate; 
I am immediately under the Western tier ot 
Mountains, which are rich in the production 
of indigenous Vegetables; and I dare say will 
eventually when well examined prove interesting 
to the Geologist and Mineralogist. 


You express your gratification in the antici- 
pated reeeipt of the Ferns; I fear you must have 
been disappointed they were so few. The Tris- 
chostomum you speak of, I think I have seen in 
the possession of iny friend Mr. Gunn (a zealous 
collector) whom I have taken the liberty of 
introdueing to you. It appears that the Artist 
promised to me by Governor Arthur is employed 
in Hobart Town by Dr. Scott, the Colonial 
Surgeon, in making a collection of paintings of 
the Vegetables of that neighbourhood and that 
I am unlikely indeed to be allowed “9 use him. 
The general aspect of the scenery of V.D.L, is 
not I think of a very pleasing description. The 
vernal luxuriance of Britain is absent here 
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though we know the advantage of evergreen 
foliage. It is among the Mountains that we 
meet with striking and at the same time 
pleasing scenery; I have often regretted being 
unable to describe upon canvass, that which has 
afforded me so much pleasure to dwell upon 
during my rambles in such a situation. You 
request me to send you my remarks upon the 
character of the vegetation &c &c of the country 
through which I may travel I have always 
kept journals of my excursions, observing the 
most remarkable natural pecularities; and in 
future I will readily send you such, but only 
for your own perusal; unfortunately I am as 
yet so deficient in scientific knowledge that I 
cannot give you information fit for publication— 
In time, perhaps, when I shall be a little older, 
and shall have acquired more knowledge, I may 
have the satisfaction of being a more useful 
correspondent. 


I have heard much of Mr Cunningham, and 
shall be very glad to know that his works are 
published; I shall immediately request my Uncle 
in London to look out for their appearance, 
and to send them to me as soon as published. 
I am pleased to hear of your Geographical 
Society. I have no doubt it will be productive 
of much utility. I am extremely obliged to 
Mr Murray for his kindness in taking so much 
trouble, which the packing of the Poplars and 
Willows, must necessarily give him; and that 
in return too, for the very scanty supply of 
seeds hitherto sent him by me. With my next 
collection of seeds I shall do myself the pleasure 
of writing to him, I have some seeds on hand 
but have not had time to pack them up by 
this opportunity. They will accompany the 
remaining half of Herbarium per Princess 
Augusta which I hope you will have received 
before you reccive this letter. 


Jorgen Jorgenson is not a Government Sur- 
veyor. He had charge of an exploring party of 
the V.D.L. Company's. See his Journal in third 
report of V.D.L. Company. His character does 
not stand high in the opinion of :hose who have 
had opportunities of observing it. He for a 
Short time conducted the best periodical here, 
the Colonial Advocate. 

John Dick is a bad character, he has lately 
been put in the Chain Gang. My friend Mr 
Gunn, the Superintendant of Convicts, will 
obtain an answer to the Widow’s letter.— 


I remain 
Yours sincerely 
R. W. Lawrence 


No specimens of the moss Trichostomum 
from Gunn are acknowledged in the “ Flora 
Tasmaniae ". 


Allan Cunningham was one of Australia's 
first and most distinguished resident botan- 
ists. He came to New South Wales in 1816, 
at the age of 25, to collect for the Kew 
Botanical Gardens and accompanied and led 
many expeditions, including that of Oxley 
over the Blue Mountains in 1817, and his 
own discovery of the Darling Downs in 1827. 
He visited Van Diemen's Land with Captain 
King in 1818-19. While here he made the 
following notes (taken from the “ Journal 
of Botany ", vol. IV, 1842, pp. 247-8) :— 


“I made a very interesting excursion to the 
summit of Mount Table [Mount Wellington], 
which presented me with a fair specimen of 
Alpine travelling, in the sudden transitions of 
the weather, (being alternatively fair, with 
snow storms,) and with the character of the 
botany, as may be found in Terra Australis 
collectively. lu this elevated journey I gath- 
ered many curious plants, which, although I 
now find them described by that truly eminent 
botanist, Mr. Brown, werc no less interesting 
to me, who knew nothiug of them previously." 


Of Macquarie Harbour, he says 


“In no situation did I find the botany so novel 
and otherwise interesting as on the low shores of 
a little bight, about nine miles up from the 
entrance, called Pine Cove, from the abundance 
of the Ifuon and Adventure Bay Pines, which 
its humid shaded woods afford. With the 
Huon Pine, (which may be a Dacrydium, or 
altogether a new genus,) and that named Adven- 
ture Bay Pine (Podocarpus aspeniifolins, Lab.) 
I detected the Anopterus of Labillardiere in 
flower; the Cenarrhenes of that author in fruit; 
the beautiful Carpodontus, the  Sassafras- 
scented Atherosperma; the aromatic Tasmannia 
in fruit; the native Birch; (fagus Cunning- 
hamii IIook); a species of Weinmannia biglan- 
dulosa Hook; some of the Epacrideae, Eleo- 
carpus peduncularis; Ganttheria hispida in 
fruit, with several others of like sterling im- 
portance. After a minute examination of all 
the trees of IIuon Pine that had recently fallen, 
I was fortunate in the detection of the young 
fruit of that most useful tree.” 


Before he left Australia to return to Kew 
in 1831, Cunningham had collected over most 
of the New South Wales interior and many 
of the coastal regions of Australia, including 
Western Australia and Northern Australia 
and had also visited New Zealand. In 1832 
he was offered the position of Colonial 
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Botanist of New South Wales, but declined 
in favour of his brother Richard, who was 
killed by blacks when with Major Mitchell, 
in Queensland in 1835. Allan Cunningham 
then took over the appointment, but resigned 
it after a short time. In 1838 he again 
visited New Zealand, where his health was 
affected. He died in 1839. The Myrtle- 
Beech of Tasmania and Victoria, Nothofagus 
cunninghamii (Hook.) Oerst., is named after 
him. 

The ‘ Geographical Society” was the 
Royal Geographical Society, founded in Lon- 
don in 1830, of which William Jackson 
Hooker was one of the original members. 


The next letter, though it bears an earlier 
date, was not forwarded until some time 
after this letter of Lawrence's. It is from 
Thomas Scott, introducing Ronald Gunn to 
Dr. Hooker and, together with Lawrence's 
letter of introduction, accompanied Gunn's 
first and very deferential letter to the great 
botanist. 


LETTER 275. 


Launceston, Van Diemen's Land 


12th. May 1832 
Dear Sir, 

This will be enclosed to you by my friend 
Mr. Gunn who I am happy to introduce to your 
correspondence, he has made a collection which 
he forwards to you by the Research, you will 
I think find him a very valuable eorrespondent, 
he is an enthusiastic Botanist and is indefatig- 
able in his exertion—]l feel much regret that 
I have never studied Botany, and am now too 
old to begin, but you see I am hearty in the 
cause, and in my short excursions will pick up 
everything that may seem to me uncommon and 
submit them to Mr. Gunn that he may either 
forward or reject them— 


] am 
Dear Sir 
Yours very Sincerely 
Thos. Scott 
Cameron Street 
To 
Dr Hooker 


Professor of Botany 
Glasgow 


One can almost hear Thomas Scott’s sigh 
of relief as he handed over his collecting 
commission, first to Lawrence and now to 
Gunn. 


References in subsequent works on Tas- 
manian botany, including Joseph Hooker’s 
“Flora Tasmaniae’, imply that Scott was 
an important collector, but his letters obvi- 
ously refute this claim. He is also alluded 
to as Dr. Thomas Scott (possibly in confusion 
with Dr. James Scott, his contemporary at 
Hobart Town) though Ronald Gunn, in some 
of his earlier letters to William Hooker, cor- 
rects this mistake. 


Thomas Scott must have the credit, how- 
ever, of starting the ball rolling. Without 
his good offices, Lawrence and Gunn might 
never have corresponded with Hooker, and 
the study of Tasmanian plants, with its 
effect on the promotion of scientific enquiry 
in the colony, would have been postponed for 
many years. Ronald Gunn’s first letter to 
Dr. William Hooker is a landmark in the 
history of science in Tasmania. 


Launceston, Van Diemen’s Land 


18th August 1832 
Sir, 

—I beg leave to state that I have forwarded a 
package of dried specimens of plants, princi- 
pally Ferns, Mosses & Lichens p. “ Forth” to 
London to your address. care of Mr Hunneman, 
London, and I have enclosed within the package 
two letters of Introduction to you I received 
from my friends, Mr Thos. Scott, and Mr Robt. 
Lawrence :— 


Mr Lawrence ex[c]ited in me a few months 
ago a taste for Botany and Collecting, and has 
since induced me to trouble you with the result 
of my six months labours which is the package 
above alluded to;—the collection is in many 
points very imperfect and poor, as I did not 
commence collecting until most of the native 
shrubs had ceased flowering—Deer.—Conse- 
quently Crytogamic plants were the only ones 
left—and although my rambles were very cir- 
cumscribed I was successful in obtaining a few 
things that Mr. Lawrence had never seen— 
amongst them two mosses similar to the Daw- 
sonia polytrichoides, and of one of which I 
gave Mr. L. a few specimens to forward to 
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you some months ago, not being at the time 
aware that I should trouble you with iny 
Collection. 


Your already having a correspondent here in 
Mr. R. W. Lawrence whose attainments in 
Botany and indefatigability and perseverance 
in Collecting, so very far surpass my slender 
abilities, almost precludes my hoping you to 
adopt me as a Second correspondent therefore 
in sending you the present paekage I do it 
with a view that should you not desire a second 
correspondent in this Colony, to recommend my 
humble services to some Botanist Friend who 
wil in return forward me a few good works 
to advance me in the Science, (of which I am 
as yet totally ignorant, and also—seeds of 
any Plants, useful, remarkable, ornamental or 
which have not yet been introduced into the 
Colony and of which also a partial list is 
sent.— 


I am as yet, as before stated, ignorant of 
Botany, and have no means of acquiring more 
[or] any information—I have no Books on 
the subjeet—and none can be obtaincd here— 
Mr. Lawrence’s Collection was at my service in 
his own house, (lending such works being out of 
the questiou,) but he has now removed 28 miles 
from Launceston, previous to being married, 
and where he will for the future reside. 


I made a considerable collection of seeds, but 
they were unfortunately totally destroyed by 
some vermin that got into the Case, but the 
loss is the less, as Mr. Lawrence has a fine 
collection which he is about to send home to 
Mr Murray—I have put up one or two varieties 
Mr. L had not, and which escaped the general 
destruction. 


I have nunibered all the specimens sent you, 
and of which I have retained duplicates to 
enable me to send you more specimens of any 
kinds you may desire—and also to request that 
you will send me the name of every number at 
your leisure.—Should you be pleased to adopt 
me as a Correspondent I shall feel extremely 
obliged by your sending me any Botanical or 
Horticultural [works] you may have to spare, as 
I feel the want of them very much.—If Mr 
Murray will also comply as far as practicable 
with [my] Requisition for Seeds, I trust [early] 
next season to be enabled to add [considerably] 
both to his collection in the way of [seed and] 
to yours in specimens— 


I shall now close this long letter by [stating] 
that the letters of Introduction are [of] old 


dates as I kept back my Collection from week 
to week to make it as far as possible [worth] 
your acceptance— 
I Remain, Sir, 
Your most obedient 
humble Servant 
Ronald C. Gunn 
W. J. Hooker Esge 
Professor of Botany 
Glasgow 


At the top of the sheet Hooker has written 


* Mass of Moss 25 Pol. junip.—27 do.". 


25 and 27 Polytrichum juniperinum Hedw. 
With it went the following notes :— 


Remarks—Mosses, Lichens, &c. 
Few of the mosses are peculiar in their 
habits, most of those I collected being in wet 
umbrageous Ravines.— 


Nos. 16. 17 & 28.—I collected on the summits 
of two very high mountains between 20 & 30 
miles to the east of Launceston—and were not 
sheltered much—Nos 27 & 28 I imagine to be 
Dawsonia but which is “ polytvichoides " I do 
not know.—I have put some good flowers of 
each in a small paper box so as to keep them 
safe.—No 25 I found on the Clay bank of a 
River growing amidst my Lichen No 2. I saw 
little of it—and I think it is not common.— 
No 23 I found in a creek at a considerable 
elevation on “Ben Nevis"—the water was 
washing over it, & it must be under water 
altogether 9 months of the year.— 


No. 29—Grows on the bark of Trees, and spreads 
itself very beautifully, but seldom in large 
patches—(as p. specimens). 


No. 30—a leaf or two of Hookeria pinnata,— 
as Mr. Lawrence informed me he had sent you 
somc, I merely added it to fill up a number. 
Liehens.—No 1 is curious, and in its natural 
state extremely beautiful—but though I eall 
it a Liehen from sheer ignorance—I doubt its 
being one.—I regret I could find no means of 
preserving it, as by pressing in the manner I 
have done, it will not regain its natural pulpy 
(I say pulpy as I know not a word to express 
my meaning) or fleshy state by immersion in 
water. It grows in large patches, from 3 to 
6 feet in extent sometimes, on rich land, at 
the bottom of umbra;zeous hollows and creeks— 
No. 2. is very similar in its growth to No. 1, 
but I never met it but in one place—about 20 
miles from Launceston (with Moss 25). 

All the others grow on Rocks and trees, but 
without any striking pecularity 
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My Ignoranee in all branehes of Botany par- 
tieularly Cryptogamie—has I doubt not caused 
me to make some great mistakes in numbering 
both Mosses and Liehens—omitting to number 
some, and giving others two numbers—but I 
trust time and your assistanee will enable me 
to improve—as my partiality for Cryptogamic 
plants is daily inereasing, and I now, pereeive 
beauties where a few months ago I believed 
there eould be none.— 


The Nos. will enable you to send to me for 
any that you wish, that may be either new, rare 
or desirable; and any that I may have omitted 
to number whieh you wish for, you must send 
me a sketch of—and inform me the No, to whieh 
it bears the greatest resemblance (to the eye.) 
when I doubt not I shall be able to piek it up— 

The want of a mieroseope or a strong magni- 
fying glass is severely felt by me, as neither 
ean be proeured here—Should you be kind 
enough to select me as an assistant Correspon- 
dent (to Mr. Lawrenee) perhaps you eould 
proeure me a small one, and for whieh I shall 
willingly be your debtor,—as it will enable me 
to distinguish the various Mosses with greater 
faeility.— 


The names of the Mosses &e as well as plants 
&c will eonfer additional obligations 


Mosses— 
16, 23, 27, 28 not traced. 
25. Bryum pachytheca C. Muell. var. 8 
29. Bartramia papillata Hook.f. & 
Wils. ** on rocks ”. 
30. (33 in Fl. Tas.) Hookeria pennata 


Hook., i.e., Cyathophorum pen- 
natum Bridel 


Written on the outside of the sheet before 
it had been folded for sealing is— 


My address is as follows. 


Ronald C. Gunn 

Suptt of Conviets— 

Launeeston 

Van Diemens Land 
Or, if the vessel goes to Hobart Town, any 
Packet may as well be addressed to the Care 


of my Brother, Lieutenant William Gunn, 
Suptt of Conviets, Hobart Town. 


The sheet, folded and sealed with wax, 
is addressed— 
To W. J. Hooker Esqe 


Professor of Botany 
Glasgow N.B. 


At the bottom left-hand corner in small 

neat writing in— 
R. C. Gunn 
1832 V.D.L. 

Around the inside of an oval postmark is 
LAUNCESTON and inside a round postmark 
GLASGOW/A. 18 FE/1833. A rectangular 
mark bears the words INDIA LETTER/ 
DOVER. There is another small rectangle 
with } inside, and scrawl in ink, possibly a 
postal franking or perhaps cancellation 
mark. Apparently it took just seven months 
to reach its destination. 


Following this is a short note from Law- 
rence illustrating the uncertainty of letters 
or parcels ever reaching their intended desti- 
nation in those days of sailing ships and 
protracted voyages; and a longer letter, also 
from Lawrence, but written ten months later, 
revealing an alternative method of sending 
communications. This was by placing them 
in the care of acquaintances travelling to and 
from England, but it, too, often proved un- 
satisfactory. Accompanying this letter is a 
note on bird specimens that had been skinned 
by Mrs. Lawrence for Hooker's son William, 
who was interested in ornithology. 


At the head of the first letter, Hooker has 
written an indecipherable note regarding the 
ship “ Guardian ”. 


LETTER 154. 


Formosa 20th July 
1832— 
My Dear Sir 
In my last letter I aeknowledged the reeeipt 
of yours informing me of your having sent me 
some paper and a Copy of Musei Exotiei per the 
Anne Jameson. My agent in Hobart Town ean 
hear nothing of a paekage addressed to me by 
that Vessel. I hope it is not lost, perhaps you 
may hear more of it— 


Believe me 
Dear Sir 
Yours very truly 
R. W. Lawrenee 
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LETTER 155. 


Formosa May 15th 1833 
My Dear Sir, 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your 
letter, and No. 6 of Botanical Miscellany, per 
favour of Dr Logan whom you were kind enough 
to introduce to mo, but unfortunately whom I 
have not had an opportunity of secing, as cir- 
cumstanees did not bring him to this country— 
He was kind enough to transmit your letter &e 
from Sydney—If you could without inconveni- 
ence when you send me any parcel, excepting 
when you know the individual as in the case of 
Dr Logan obtain Bills of Lading and get the 
Parcel entered on the Ship's manifest. I think 
I should be more likely to receive them as I 
could compel}! them to be fortheoming; as it is, 
I have lost two valuable packages—Your valu- 
able Musei Exotici, Nos 4 & 5 of Botanical 
Miscelly. and the paper you were good enough 
to send with them are lost. I cannot hear 
anything of them. Mr Murray’s package of 
Willows and Poplars per Sophia upon which I 
caleulated so much and upon the news (by his 
letter), of the arrival of which I was so much 
delighted; was applied for by my fathers agent 
in Hobart Town who could not hear any thing 
of it; it was not in the ships manifest. The 
consequence was it went on from its proper 
place of destination, to Sydney; whence after 
three months I got it, all the plants of course 
dead. These kind of losses are extremely dis- 
tressing and from the gross ignorance of all 
the people here particularly the officials it is 
impossible to induce them to pay any attention 
to what they term ‘Such trash’; unless they can 
find it in the eommon routine of business—and 
probably see that they can get something by it— 


I am extremely obliged for your enumeration 
of Plants, and am quite happy to hear that the 
examination of them afforded you pleasure and 
that some were novelties. I remark your obser- 
vation respecting the quantity of each kind of 
specimen, and hope that in that particular the 
last and present collection will please you. I 
hope you receive my last per Princess Augusta, 
Capn. Hawkins, which I directed to Mr Hunne- 
man and of which I advised you at the same 
time. I Believe I sent a Bill of Lading to 
him.—The present collection is a continuation 
of the above mentioned one, excepting those 
from No 250 which were collected during a 
short excursion I lately made up the mountains 
in this neighbourhood. If you will favour me 
with the names attached to their respective 
numbers as in your last communication I shall 
be obliged—I shall attend to the collection of 
such plants aS you express a desire to have 


more specimens of and when I obtain them the» 
shall be sent to you. The Orchideac also shall 
be preserved in the manner you request, viz, 
some of the flowers of cach in weak spirits— d 
send you sonie short notes made during my last 
little excursion, whieh if thcy afford you any 
notion of what is to be scen then so much tha 
better; if not, there transportation to you costs 
nothing—- 


I have not had an opportunity of obtaining 
Birds of this country yet, but will send you such 
as I happen to fall in with—I do not skin them 
myself, but Mrs. L has lately done a few, 
which if your son considers sufliciently well 
done, more specimens shall be sent to him, a& 
l intend forming a collection of Skins for 
myself, which will afford me an opportunity 
of collecting duplicates for him. I shall number 
what I have now, and send them to Mr. Hunne~ 
man, and shall be happy to hear from your son, 
If he will be so obliging as to send me the 
scientifle names of them, I shall be much pleased; 
it will give me great pleasure to correspond 
with him— 


I remain 


Dear Sir 
Yours very truly 
R. W. Lawrence 


LETTER 156. 


Formosa May 16th 1833 

Dear Sir 
I send such specimens of Birds as I have by 
me, but will collect more extensively in future; 
Ornithology has not been a science that I have 
hitherto paid attention to, but I wish neverthe- 
less to make a eollection of indigenous Birds, 
and will send duplieates to Hooker Junr. with 
great pleasure as I obtain them.—W. Hookcr 
will perhaps do me the favour to send the names 
of such as I now send him.—l generally carry 
my gun with me when I ramble and shall feel 
more interested in obtaining the varieties of 
Birds than heretofore, since I have someone to 
whom it will give pleasure to receive them - 


Yours very truly 
R. W. Lawrence 


No. 1 Musk Duck—Biziura lobata Shaw— 
'The male is said [to] have a consider- 
able flavour of musk; whence its com- 
mon name.—The present is I think à 
male, but it has not the flavour which 
I have observed in some specimens. 
This bird eannot fly, and can hardly 
walk; its region is the water—Food, 
frogs &c &c— 


No. 


. 3 Black Cockatoo. 


. 9. Cuckoo — Native 


. 11. Snipe. 
. 12. Magpie Food, not very confined; 
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2 Cormorant. (Pelicans of Linn) its 
habit is similar to the Black Diver, or 
Pelieanus Corvus, Linn— 


Psitticus funereus, 
Linn. It is generally supposed that it 
makes its appearance before rain. I 
have not, however, observed any such 
habits; I believe the notion to be incor- 
rect. The principal food of this bird 
is the seeds of Banksia integrifolia and 
a large variety of grubs inhabiting 
that tree, which is also much sought 
after and eaten by the Aborigines of 
this Island— 


. 4 Superb Warbler (Motacilla [ 1 


Linn I suppose) I think I have some- 
where seen it called Menura Superba, 
but I do not recollect with certainty. 
This bird does not answer to the des- 
cription of M. Cyanea in Turton's 
Linneus. Is it a variety of another 
species ? 


. 5. Golden Winged Fly-catcher—(Mus- 


capa sp. Linn.?) Most frequently seen 
in Honey suckle trees (Banksia). 


. 6 Wood Martin. (Ampilis sp ?) a Mi- 


gratory bird which appear here late 
in the spring and leaves late in the 
Autumn. I saw them a few days ago 
only—(May)—Insects and seeds were 
found in its crop— 


. T—As there is no common name for 


this hawk, here, I will call it until 
I know its name from you—the swallow 
hawk from its resemblance to that 
bird in its manner of flying, and hover- 
ing over the surface of rivers; it is 
very beautiful; I am only sorry that 
it like most of the other specimens is 
so imperfectly preserved—It is the 
smallest Hawk we have.— 


.8. The Bronzed Winged Pigeon or 


Birrill Birrill of the New Holl. Abori- 
gines (Columba Ahalcoptera. Lathan.?) 
An excellent bird for the table and 
when alive very beautiful— 


Cuckoo. Food 
Beetles Insects — a migratory 


Bird— 


10. Smaller Wattle Bird—Belonging to 
Linn, Ord. Picae I believe but beyond 
I know nothing about it. 


and 


Insects, Grubs, &c &c &c— 
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No. 13. Summer Bird—This bird as its 
name indicates is migratory— 


No. 14. Scarlett fronted Parrakect—a very 
beautiful little Bird, but not so much 
so as its ally Psitticus sanguinisleutus— 


Not having sufficient specimens of birds to 
fill the Box, I have filled it up with all sorts 
of odds and ends that I could find, supposing 
them to be at all events more interesting than 
shavings—I fear however, you will not think 
the box with its contents worth the freight— 


I have taken the liberty of sending some seeds 
in this package for Mr Murray which I shall 
feel obliged by your forwarding to him as soon 
as possible, that they may have every chance, 
if there happen to be anything valuable among 
them— 


I have been so distressed for time lately that 
you must excuse the haste with which every 
thing has been got up. Mrs L. will endeavour 
to improve in the art of preserving the skins 
of Birds for my new correspondent. I shall 
write to night to Mr Murray requesting him 
to send me some seeds of Symphytum asperri- 
mum & of a plant which if I recollect correctly 
is called in South America ‘ Aracada’? I dare 
say you will at all events know what I mean, an 
esculent root—Lest my Letter to him should 
miscarry, you will oblige me by speaking to 
him upon the subject— 

In the hope of hearing from you soon 


Believe me 


Dear Sir 
Yours very truly 
R. W. Lawrence 


Symphytum asperrimum is the Siberian 
Prickly Comfrey, a plant growing six to ten 
feet high, recommended for cattle fodder. 
Arracacha esculenta is an umbelliferous plant 
of the region of Caracas in South America, 
but he may mean Oxzalis tuberosa, the “ Oca " 
which has edible tubers. 


A duplicate letter and notes also reached 
Hooker. The handwriting is not Lawrence’s, 
but is finer and neater and may be his wife's. 
On the duplieate bird notes are a few inser- 
tions written in another hand, probably that 
of William Hooker, junior, as one note bears 
the initials W. H. For example, above “ No. 
1 Musk Duck” is written “ Anus Lobata”; 
in No. 4 “ Superb Warbler, Malurus cyaneus 
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Viel. Lond. P.5, t.72”; and to No. 11 is 
added the words “Our Jack Snipe”. 


These are the last letters of Robert Law- 
rence to Hooker. He died suddenly in Octo- 
ber of the same year. A journal he had 
kept of "An Excursion up the Western 
Mountains" had been sent to Hooker, pos- 
sibly at the same time as the letters, and 
this was published in full in Hooker's 
* Journal of Botany " No. 1, together with a 
section entitled “ Towards a Flora of Van 
Diemen's Land”, containg descriptions of 
plants sent to him by Lawrence, 


In the file is the original of Lawrence’s 
journal, as follows :— 


Notes on an excursion up the Western Mountains 


1833 None of the gentlemen who had engaged 
Jany,15 to accompany me on my expedition to the 
They? Lakes and along the Western range of 


mountains having arrived, with the excep- 
tion of Mr Curson, we started with three 
men at about 6 o'clock a.m. carrying with 
us about a weeks stock of flour, tea & 
sugar &c—We had walked nearly six 
miles before we discovered that we had 
forgotten our shot. The circumstances 
of sending a man back for it detained us 
nearly six hours. During the time we 
were obliged to wait, the mountain tops 
became enveloped in clouds and there 
was every appearance of approaching bad 
weather. At length we had a pretty 
heavy fall of rain, accompanied by a 
squall, and by the time the man had 
returned with the shot, all was clear 
again and promised favourably. On his 
return we proceeded upwards, and reached 
about half way up the flat topped mount- 
ain, where we halted for the night. Our 
tent was a very portable one, consisting of 
two strong, coarse sheets sewn together 
and stretched over such a frame as we 
could most conveniently construct from 
the sticks of Prostanthera lasianthos and 
other shrubs around us. Met with noth- 
ing very remarkable to day. 


The base of this mountain, to one third 
of its entire height is composed of White 
Sand-stone (free-stonc) of excellent 
quality as a building stone; hence. at a 
future period, we may reckon upon hav- 
ing substantial buildings at Formosa in 
place of the miserable wooden ones which 
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at present exist there. Though indeeq 
that time must be far off as it is intendeq 
to build in pise at present. I had not 
time to ramble much in this neighbour. 
hood, to seek the minerals which norm, 
ally associate with this rock; as my 
principal object was to attain high eleva, 
tion for the purpose of obtaining spcci. 
mens of the plants proper to them. 

We made a very large fire in the even- 
ing in order that those at home might 
see to what hcight we had ascended— 


The ril which afforded us water, also 
afforded two or three uncommon Musci, 
among them Lyellia crispa Dawsonia 
Polytrichoides and an acquatic moss of 
peculiar aspect which was unfortunately 
not in flower. 


After collecting the above mentioned 
varieties we continued our ascent, which 
became more precipitous as we advanced. 
In the course of the Day we arrived 
at the summit of the Flat-topped (I have 
forgotten how to spell if I ever knew) 
mountain, after having climbed up places, 
from which when I looked downwards I 
felt considerable nervousness though my 
friend Mr Curson, whose small figure 
gave him an advantage, mounted up them 
with apparently the ease of a kangaroo— 
(Macropus minor ?) 


We passed during the morning the 
usual alpine plants, such of which as 
were in flower or fruit I collected. Among 
them were Drymophila eynocarpa, sev- 
eral species of Pultenaea, Lomatia poly- 
morpha, Leucopogon sp. Hakea sp., Orites 
Sp. &c &c 
Mr Curson took two men to hunt while I 
remained at a place which we had fixed 
upon as an encampment with one man— 


Mr Curson after about two hours ab- 

sence returned without any game. I 
collected about the neighbourhood of thc 
tent two species of Richea and an 
Eucalptus, together with several other 
things— 
The country here presents a rugged, and 
romantie appearance, being constituted 
of small wet flats or plains over which 
are scattered projecting columns of 
Basalt, and hemispherical masses of a 
species of moss, resembling beautiful 
green cushions; and occasional masses 
of rock, calling to mind the appearance 
of ruined Castles. 


After our tent was erected I sent two 
men out again to hunt. During their 
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absence a severe storm eame on and 
they returned unsuccessful. It twas 
exceedingly eold so much so that the 
mens Kangaroo skin Caps and pouches 
were quite stiffened. Snowing all night — 


Jany 17th. We found that during the night there 


Th.—42° 
54° 
60* 


— 


At 

Formosa 

ih, 67° 
70° 


been a fall of several inches of 
snow. The sun however when rising pro- 
mised us a fine day. After looking 
around us a little, and admiring the ex- 
tensive panoramie scene beneath us, I 
started accompanied by Mr Curson and 
two men to hunt— We were out several 
hours, but owing to the dogs having 
lamed themselves in aseending the moun- 
tain, and to the ground being very stony 
we were again unsuccessful. We saw 
many Kangaroo of both the Forest kind 
and the Brush. We observed excrement 
of the Hyhena (Didelphis cynocephalus, 
vel Thylacinus cyanocephalus) but saw 
very few traces of quadrupeds, except 
those named above. Of Birds, there are 
but few, the most remarkable of whieh I 
have been accustomed to call the Mountain 
Bird, from the cireumstances of always 
having found in sueh situations. Its 
scientific name I do not know but it ap- 
pears to belong to the Ord. Piei of Blu- 
menloeh. Our eolection of specimens and 
seeds of Plants was satisfactory this 
morning, Richea, a new (to me) small Pul- 
tenaea, a trailing Exoearpus, and a trail- 
ing aphyllus shrub were among the most 
prominent. 


had 


Returning to the tent, when after having 
rested a short time, we packed up and 
proeeeded due South towards the Lakes; 
the Mountains running east and west. 
These mountains being purely Basaltic 
there is nothing to interest the mineral- 
ogist. After having walked about three 
miles, we saw a considerable number of 
Kangaroo. I therefore halted, that we 
migh: have the advantage of the evening 
aud the next morning for hunting in 
the neighbourhood— 


The country here is mainly a repetition 
of small plains, and low stony hills. The 
Plains having grasses and alpine plants 
upon them, but evidently heing subjeet 
to lie under water during the winter 
season, indeed there is water on, or 
running through every one of them at 
this season— The hills bear several 
Eucalypts of deformed aspeet arising 
from exposure to the winds, which are 
high and frequent. Tasmannia fragrans, 
and several Hakeas & Orites appear here. 
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The hunters were unsuccessful though 
numbers of fine Forester (a larger kind 
of Kangaroo. I believe not the Maeropus 
giganteus, however) were seen by them. 
The Dogs would not run though they 
were half starved— 


Two of the men went out to hunt at 
the dawn of day, one of whom returned 
to breakfast, the other having lost him- 
self— After waiting for him for several 
nours we fired some shots, by which we 
succeeded in leading him to us. No 
Game.— We were oecupied some time in 
arranging the specimens of Plants and 
other things, when we had done which 
we proceeded towards the Lakes; at the 
first and smallest of which after about 
two hours walking we arrived. Found 
a Veronica which I had never seen before 
with deeply divided leaves— As we were 
walking through some underwood a Kan- 
garoo started before me which I shot. 
The next or middle Lake was soon in 
sight. Here we heard the noise of Dogs, 
which we attributed to a party of Blacks 
hunting.— As we were walking along a 
plain leading to Lake Arthur we dis- 
eovered a herd of as we thought wild 
cattle, but on shooting one of them, we 
found it to be branded with the letters 
J.J. Shortly afterwards we were sur- 
prised to see a floek of sheep.— Arrived 
at the largest of Arthurs Lakes, called 
I believe Lake Arthur. In the evening 
shot a Duck— 


This morning we took about 18 lbs of 
meat from the Bullock killed yesterday. 
As we were sitting down to breakfast 
three men appeared, who turned out to 
be the overseer and stock keepers belong 
ing to a Mr. Jones of Jericho, the pro- 
prietor of the Cattle and Sheep we had 
seen, and who had only settled in “his 
neighbourhood about a week before. This 
was satisfactory as it enabled me to 
explain to them what I had done. The 
Overseer was very civil and invited me 
to his hut. Found Bellendena montana 
in flower and an Epaeris new to me. We 
remained about the Lake the whole of 
the day. Found several rare plants and 
one quite new to me, of the order Compo- 
sitae. I shot two Ducks from behind 
some tea-trees (Leptospermum sp.) 


The scenery about Arthur’s Lakes is 
less pieturesque than it is generally re- 
ported to be, though it must be confessed 
that the largest of the three is a fine 
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sheet of water. The most eastward or 
smallest is not more than a mile in 
length, is surrounded by marshes and the 
south western end is very reedy. The 
middle Lake is about two or three miles 
in length. But the only one worth seeing 
is the largest one, being twenty or thirty 
miles in circumference, The eastern 
shore is shallow for a long way in and 
reminds a little of a senshore from the 
roeks being worn by the no doubt rolling 
waves in windy weather, and from the 
collection of a sand bank inland—I am 
not aware that there arc any fish in 
this large piece of water save Eels.— 
Waterfowl abound; two or three kinds of 
Ducks, Swans, and Divers. The Orni- 
thorynchus paradoxus is plentiful here. 


About 11 o'clock afier having aired and 
packed up our specimens &c we made 
our way to the westward of north to- 
wards the Peaks; two conical eminences, 
about 500 ft above thc top of the flat- 
topped mountain— Collected seeds of 
the Cyder tree (Eucalyptus sp.)— I shot 
two Kangaroo in the course of the morn- 
ing.— Collected specimens of a few un- 
common plants.— In the afternoon we 
reached the foot of the highest Peak 
where we erected our tent near a plentiful 
supply of water— Wind blew cold from 
the eastward.— 


Arranged the specimens collected yester- 
day previous to aseending the Peaks— 
In our ramble up the Peak we fell in with 
Gaultheria hispida, and a new plant in 
Decandria (Perhaps a Baeckia)— Also 
a good deal of Lomatia polymorpha. 
The wind blew very strong & in less than 
an hour the Thermometer fell 10^. Abun- 
dance of Usnea sphacelata ? here— If 
what I have been accustomed to call U. 
sphaeclata is this new one, its distribu- 
tion is universal over this island from 
the lowest to the highest altitudes I have 
visited. As we approached the top it 
became very precipitous, and the wind 
being exceedingly high I became too ner- 
vous to be able to ascend further though 
I made several attempts— Mr Curson, 
however, and my gardener went to the 
top. Very cold indeed all day. 


A considerable fall of snow during the 
night— 

Having packed up our traps, we prepared 
to descend. From the Flat-topped moun- 
tain we observed the gully, which ap- 
peared to take the desired direction and 


we determind upon following it to the 
bottom, where it appcared to constitute 
the crcek which bounds the western side 
of Mr. J. Archer's estate, adjoining my 
father's upper sheep-run. We found here 
a hairy moss (Trichostomum?) of which 
I collected a number of specimens, but 
they were unfortunately not in flower. A 
number of very benutiful ravine-plants 
were passed as we proceeded downwards. 
The lower Third of this mountain appears 
to be composed of free-stone; we passed 
perpendicular and (by the action of 
water) excavated rocks of it I dare say 
an hundred feet in height. Fine speci- 
mens of Prostanthera lasianthos 


From this place we pushed on very hard 
for the purpose of endeavouring if pos- 
sible to reach Formosa. We arrived at 
the level ground at the foot of the moun- 
tains, just as it was darkening, and 
reached Formosa at about 11 o'clock at 
night, after a walk of about thirty miles, 
over a rugged country, with considerable 
weight upon our backs— 


I should have enumerated the principal 
plants seen on this excursion as far as I 
could, had I not sent you specimens of 
them. 


Specimens from No. 250 were collected on 
this occasion. Published records indicate the 
nature of the collection— 


Lawrence— 
259. Leptostomum inclinans R. Br.— 
a moss. 
302. Friesa peduncularis DC. ie. 
Aristotelia peduncularis (Lab.) 
Hook.f. 


321. Phebalium montanum Hook. 
324. Ranunculus nanus Hook. 


325. Pelargonium erodioides Benth. 
ex Hook. i.e. P. inodorum Willd. 


The Lawrence numbers require the year 
for certain identification as he apparently 
had one series of numbers for 1831 and 
another series for 1833. e.g. 321 (1831) 
Dodonaea salsolifolia A. Cunn. ex Hook. i.e. 
D. ericifolia G. Don. 
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His Usnea sphacelata may have been U. 
melaxantha Ach.—' Mr. Lawrence has col- 
lected barren, sorediated forms, with a black 
base and blackish extremities, without fibril- 
lae, which are not very unlike U. melaxantha, 
at an altitude of 3,500 feet, on the highest 
parts of the western range of mountains."— 
Fl. Tas. 


The character of the country traversed by 
Robert Lawrence and his party remained, 
until quite recent years, much as he found it. 
Certainly, the six miles of flat, open country 
between “Formosa” (still in Lawrence 
hands) and his father's upper sheep run 
(now the Billopp Estate owned by Mr. E. L. 
Lawrence) has been sown to improved 
pasture and is occupied by several farms, 
including the State Research Farm, but the 
rocky, lake-studded dolerite plateau beyond 
the crest of the Tiers, between 3,000 and 
4,000 feet above sea level, still carries the 
stunted alpine plants and the curious moss- 
like Cushion Plants (not mosses but dwarfed 
shrubs resembling moss-covered rocks, 
adapted to the severe winter climate) that 
Lawrence found there, and is still used as 
summer runs for sheep and cattle. The small 
kangaroos (or Brush Wallabies) are still 
plentiful, though the large Forester Kangaroo 
and the Native Hyaena or Tasmanian Tiger 
(Thylacinus cynocephalus) have completely 
vanished from the scene. 


The first of the Arthur's Lakes, the Little 
Lake, is also called Gunn's Lake after Ronald 
Gunn, while the creek from it to the second 
lake is Jones Rivulet, probably named after 
the owner of the slaughtered bullock. Some 
changes would be apparent at Lake Arthur, 
however, as the Hydro-Electric Commission 
is erecting a dam and pumping-station there 
to supplement the water supply of Great 
Lake. 


On the return journey, Lawrence's com- 
panions climbed one of the twin peaks near 
the crest of the Tiers, usually called Brady's 
Lookout, after the famous bushranger of 
1824-26. (Brady's gang had raided ''For- 
mosa" in 1826.) On the evidence of the 


perpendicular sandstone cliffs, the descent 
was made down the gully of a creek that 
reaches the plain near Poatina . Mr. Joseph 
Archer's estate, ‘ Woodside", is still in 
the possession of the Archer family. 


Sandstone from the mountain was never 
used in the construction of the ** Formosa " 
homestead. As Robert Lawrence implies, a 
pise building replaced the first wooden struc- 
ture and, on the evidence of mud walls 
standing until fairly recently, was built near 
the banks of the Lake River. Later, a 
brick building, overlooking the extensive 
flats of the the Lake River, about a mile 
from the original site, was built. Part of 
this building, which was largely destroyed 
by fire over fifty years ago, is incorporated 
in the present “ Formosa ” homestead, mainly 
a weatherboard structure. This is the home 
of Mr. Leonard Lawrence (son of W. E. 
Lawrence's youngest son, born in 1835) and 
his wife, who have in their possession the 
Journal of Robert Lawrence for 1829-1831. 


The next two letters are brief notes from 
Gunn advising Hooker of the despatch 
of specimens and Bills of Lading. Following 
these is a longer letter with a request for 
books on botany. It also mentions for the 
first time the names of James Backhouse 
and Dr. Lindley. 


James Backhouse and his fellow Quaker, 
G. W. Walker, were sent out by the Society 
of Friends in England to enquire into the 
welfare, spiritual and physical, of the con- 
viets in New South Wales and Van Diemen's 
Land. Between the years 1832 and 1838 
they made arduous journeys, frequently by 
foot, to reach the scattered penal settlements 
and, as a result of their reports, the lot of 
the prisoners was somewhat ameliorated. 
Backhouse, whose father was a nurseryman 
of York, was interested in botany, particu- 
larly in new plants that might be of use as 
food and ornament, and collected many new 
species. He was not a trained botanist. but 
was not above giving a new plant a name, 
even if it had to be changed afterwards. 
He was already acquainted with Dr. William 
Hooker, and corresponded with him, though 
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there are no letters in the file from Van 
Diemen's Land. His plant collections went 
to Robert Brown. 


In his * Narrative of a Visit to the Aus- 
tralian Colonies ", Backhouse mentions meet- 
ing Ronald Campbell Gunn, “the most 
industrious botanist in Van Diemen's Land, 
who wished us to join him in a botanical 
excursion ”. This was at “a location on the 
Meander ”, after Backhouse and Walker had 
travelled, by foot, by way of the Van Die- 
men’s Land Company’s stock route, from the 
Hampshire Hills, where they had been enter- 
tained by the Company’s surgeon, Dr. Joseph 
Milligan. They were unable to accept Gunn’s 
invitation “ not for want of inclination but 
because we were desirous of having 
a meeting with the people of Westbury on 
the morrow ". 


Dr. John Lindley was an eminent British 
botanist, who specialised in orchids. It was 
probably at Hooker's suggestion that Gunn 
sent him specimens, but he was tardy in 
acknowledgment and lacked the generosity 
of Hooker in praise and reward to his col- 
lectors. At the time he was Professor of 
Botany (the first) at the University of 
London. 


Gunn’s first letter is to John Hunneman 
Esq. of 9 Queen Street, Soho. 


LETTER 129. 


Launceston, Van Diemen’s Land 
18th. Augst., 1832. 
Sir, 

I beg leave to enelose Bill of Lading for a 
Box of dried Specimens of Plants shipped P. 
“Forth” for Professor W. J. Hooker, Glasgow, 
and addressed to your care, and which I trust 
will come safe to hand. 


The next is to Hooker— 


LETTER 130. 


Launceston, 21st. June 1833. 
Sir, 

I had the pleasure of forwarding you last 
season a box of dried speeimens of the Plants 
of this Colony P. Forth, Captn. Robertson to 
London, whieh I trust has reaehed you safe and 
in good order. 
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I shall again ship another box of Speeimens 
in eontinuation to the first, by the Brig Camilla, 
Captn. Wilson of Greenock, about to sail for 
London in a few days.— 


By the Camilla I shall write you more fully 
and shall enclose a Bill of Lading to Mr. Hunne- 
man London.— 


I shall also forward by the same oppty. a box 
of Seeds to Mr. Murray in eharge of Captn 
Wilson, who is a personal friend of Mr. Murray's. 


At the head of the next letter from Gunn 
to Hooker is this note in Hooker's hand, 
“Robt. Napier Esq. Vulcan Foundery 28, 
Washington St. for Jas. Scott Esq.” which 
almost certainly refers to a forwarding 
address through Thos. Scott's brother in 
Glasgow. 


LETTER 181. 


Launceston, Van Diemen's Land 


Ist. July 1833. 
Dear Sir, 

I had the pleasure about this time last year 
of forwarding to you a case of dried specimens 
of the Plants of this Colony to the care of 
John Hunneman Esqe. London, which I trust 
reaehed you safe and in good order.— I at the 
same time enclosed two letters of introduetion 
from Mr. Thos. Scott, & Mr. Robt. Lawrenee. 


You will therefore be aware of my intentions 
and in how mueh I depend upon you for 
furtheranee in the study of Botany. I am 
still without a single work, and can only obtain 
oeeasional glimpses at Books on Botany belong- 
ing to my friends—None arc to be obtained by 
purchase either in this Colony or New South 
Wales. Under these discouraging cireumstanees 
I have only had it in my power to collect 
specimens, and even in the pursuit of that 
branch much interest was wanting from my 
not knowing what I was collecting.— 


I now send you by the Brig Camilla of Green- 
ock, Captn Wilson, bound to London, another 
case of speeimens—whercin I have put duplicates 
of a eonsiderable number of those I sent last 
year, and have extended the No of Plants fron 
130 to 443. Of Ferns from 22 to 45. Mosses 
to 60, and a few other odds and ends.— Of 
Mosses and Lichens I have been able to make 
nothing, and the want of a eommon mieroscope 
has prevented my distinguihsing one species 
from another, 
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Mr Lawrence has sent you a large Collection 
P. Helen Marr which vessel sails a few days 
before the ' Camilla"—In his collection are 
some fine specimens of Mountain Plants. 


Mr James Backhouse of York, one of the 
Society of Friends, has been in this Colony 
some months on a religious mission—. He 
mentioned to me his acquaintance with you, and 
gave me a few specimens to forward to you — 
From him I gleaned much information, and 
regret that his stay in the Colony will be 
very short. He is in the enjoyment of good 
health and desires to be remembered to you. 


A Dr de Dassel who was two or three years ago 
a Lecturer in the Royal Institution, London, has 
recently fixed his residence in Launceston, and 
from whom I hope to derive considerable assist- 
ance. I have had one or two rambles with him 
and Mr Backhouse, but not to any extent — Dr 
de D. being a Hanovarian most of his Botanical 
Works are in the German Language unfortun- 
ately for me — Neither has he any work on 
the Plants of these Colonies. 


I last year expressed a wish to receive from you 
some Books on Botany— and if you ean conveni- 
ently do so I shall willingly remit the amount 
for any expensive ones through Mr Scott— 
Amongst the many that 1 most desire are 
* Brown's Prodromus."— Cunningham's work (if 
published.) Loudon's Ene. of Plants — Spren- 
gel's Cryptogamia or any more recent one— 
besides any others which you may consider 
necessary to form a small Botanists Library in 
V.D.L.— 


] have again this season sent a small box of 
specimens to John Lindley Esqe London, but 
have not yet received a reply to my communica- 
tion of last year.— If you communicate with 
Mr Lindley at any time relative to the speci- 
mens I send you I would beg to state that his 
numbers in the cases sent to him exactly 
coincide with yours, — although to him I have 
sent fewer of each.— This may assist in fixing 
a name of any new Plant.— 


J have handed to Captn Wilson a box of seeds 
for Mr Murray which I hope will reach safe. 


I addressed the box to the care of J. Hunne- 


mann Esqe 9 Queen Street, Soho, London to 
whom I enclosed a Bill of Lading for the same. 


Gunn's next letter brings Hooker the sad 


LETTER 132. 


Launceston, Van Diemen's Land 


15th. November, 1833. 
My dear Sir, 

It is with feelings of the deepest regret I 
have to communicate to you the death of our 
mutual friend Mr. R. W. Lawrence. This melan- 
choly event took place at Formosa on the night 
of the 18th. October last, the day on which he 
had attained his 26th. year, and the first 
anniversary day of his marriage. Twelve 
months ago poor Lawrence married a young and 
most amiable Lady, with whom he lived in the 
most happy state it is possible for mortals to 
enjoy in this world, and on 2nd. Septr. last I 
left them, after a short visit both in the enjoy- 
ment of excellent health; next day Mrs. Law- 
rence was safely delivered of a daughter, but 
from delicacy of constitution, or too sudden an 
exposure after her confinement, she was in a 
few days seized with a fever which terminated 
fatally within a month,—fatally to Lawrences 
happiness & peace. 


After her funeral I brought him into town 
with me and amused him in various ways, and 
he spoke with great pleasure of the satisfaction 
you had expressed in your last letter relative 
to his collections and your intention of publishing 
them — On 8th. Octer. I accompanied him some 
miles out of town on his return, and many future 
arrangements were made but just a few days 
after he was found apparently sleeping in his 
bed, having been carried off in a fit of apoplexy— 
within one fortnight he and his wife were 
buried.— You must excuse my enlarging upon 
this melancholy subject — I was I may almost 
say his only friend on earth, and we were 
brothers to each other, — Our pursuits and 
feelings alike, and it will be long ere I shall 
be able to fill the blank his death has made. 
I owe much to his memory as he led me to 
commence the study of Botany, in which I 
have spent many happy hours, and yet look 
forward to years of pleasure in the same pur- 
suit. His loss to you will also be most severe, 
as he was years ahead of me in experience 
both of Botany and the localities of the plants 
of V.D.L.— I can only however promise to do 
all I can, and trust time will improve me.— 


I have now to acknowledge reccipt of your 
very kind and obliging letter of 23 Feby. 1833, 
which only reached [me] in October, as also 
the Musei Exotici, Brown's Prodromus, & 
Smith's Grammar, all which reached me safe.— 


intelligence of Robert Lawrence's death. 
Some of the writing in this letter, which was 
crossed in red ink, is indecipherable. 


Your letter to Mr. Lawrence, and some Nos. of 
your Miscellany also reached him a few days 
before his death. “Brown” will as far as 
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it goes be of considerable service, but the No. 
of Plants not in it are immense.— As I have 
only lately turned iny attention to Botany all 
Books on the Science will be useful to me 
particularly the most recent— as I am anxious 
to acquire a correct knowledge of the Jussieu- 
sian System for which purpose I have com- 
menced a private Botanic Garden — having 
purchased nearly 40 acres in the suburbs of 
the town, and which I can attend to.along with 
my official duties, and in a year or two I hope 
to be permitted to live on it— I therefore 
want seeds of all kinds that will grow in the 
open air here (for the present) so that I may 
aequire a knowledge of the different Genera 
by sight, as also of the various natural orders, 
as until that is acquired I find I shall be labour- 
ing much in the dark— I shall also require a 
Species Plantarum, but I know not any work 
which combines all the qualities I want — I 
have seen Loudon's Enc. of Plants but it does 
not meet my expectations, and is particularly 
deficient in the Plants of this Colony,— But a 
late edition may be better. Send me at all 
events as many books as you can and if any 
are expensive I shall willingly remit the 
necessary sums.— 


Mr. Lawrence's Father has taken possession 
of all his Books and his Herbarium—the latter 
I will endeavour to get hold of, and send you — 
at least such portions as are new, and in sending 
the names, send me his Nos. and the names 
of his collection as to himself, as it is most 
probable the whole will be handed over to me, 
or at any events should his father keep it, I 
shall at all times have access to it.— The Books 
will be kept by Mr, W. E. Lawrence as his own 
inclination runs a little that way, and he is 
now my only conversable friend. 


I found a duplicate Copy of the 6th. No. of 
your Miscellany (without the plates) containing 
part of Carmichael’s Journal, amongst Mr. 
Lawrence's books and I presume it to be the one 
you sent to me. I doubt much my ability to 
write any Journal of my Excursions which will 
be found worth publishing in your “ Miscellany ” 
but I shall at all events send you some manu- 
Scripts with my next Packet, and you may make 
what use of them you think fit.— I have felt 
very much interested in Captn. Carmichael's 
Journal as from all that I can see (the beginning 
being absent) he was a brother officer of my 
Father's and in the same Regt. vizt. the 72nd. 
2nd in which Regt. I was born at the Cape of 
Good Hope and went from thence with the Army 
to the capture of the Isle of France after 
whien my Father was appointed to the Bourbon 
Regt. and in which Island my mother dicd.— I 
was too young during my long residence in the 


Mauritius and Bourbon to know much about 
them, still I feel interested as being the Scenes 
of my childhood. I have indeed spent the best 
half of my short life within the Tropics, having 
only left the West Indies in Feby. 1829 after a 
residence of some years to emigrate here at | 
my Brothers urgent request who had a fear of 
the climate.— I am however much better versed 
in Zoology than Botany as far as my knowledge 
of Plants is concerned, than in that of England— 
and to this day my taste runs in favour of 
Pine Apples, Bananas, Mangoes & the mary 
other fruits to which I was first accustomed. 


My other history is short — I am married — 
have 3 children, & my chances of progress 
increase as I am nearly 26 years of age.— But 
I must resume about your matters. There is 
no such things here as Collectors of Birds & 
insects and the few who offer these things for 
sale ask too exorbitant prices to be within 
reach.— I have therefore turned sportsman & 
have already expended some Pounds of both 
Powder & Shot in attempting to kill Birds. 1 
have also destroyed many dozens skins in 


skinning.— I will however improve and [ ] 
parcel to you, I will add a bag of skins of Birds 
& [ ] and shall also [ ] collecting, 


I have [ ] [whole line indecipherable] 
first collection [ ] probable in a few 
seasons something [ ] while I may [ ] 
affords me great pleasure that you place it in 
my [ ] to be of any service to you or 
your family in the collecting way, and although 
[ ] own inclinations through all the various 
branches of Natural History [ ] books and 
a sufficient residence in England to acquire tlie 
rudiments of the [ ] deterred me from 
commencing and Lawrences’ Books and enthusi- 
astic feeling all assisted me to adopt Botany 
in preference to any other science. 


I am very anxions to receive your next letters, 
and I would wish you to send me a few notes 
as soon as possible always after receiving any 
collections from me wherein you might mention 
any Nos. yon was desirous of receiving inore of 
or any particulars as a season may in that case 
be gained.— I do not think for the future I 
shall send you any duplicates of former Nos. 
unless you ask for them as it is only swelling 
up the packages and giving me unnecessary 
trouble in collecting and sending specimens 
of what perhaps you may have had plenty of 
previously.— If there is any additional informa- 
tion wanted relative to the [ ] as to 
their altitude soil &c. let me know and I will 
send it to you. 


I shall now close this inconscionably long scroll 
and hope to hear from you as frequently as 
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possible after receiving any speeimens from 
me as it may enable me to save a season: seeds 
also of some kinds may be particularly desirable, 
but at present I know not what you possess 
in that way at Home.— 


[He signs and. concludes] 


P.S. 2nd. Decr. Mr. W. E. Lawrence intends 
retaining his son's Herbarium — I shall however 
have reference to it — whieh will be an assist- 
ance — In sending any books out or anything 
else; take if possible a Bill of Lading from the 
Master Private hand are at all times bad, 
and letters and parcels sent by them do not 
reach their destination once in a hundred 
times R.C.G. 


This letter, endorsed “ Single Sheet ", has 
an oval Launceston post mark, a small rect- 
angular “ 3", and other post marks indicat- 
ing that it was landed in England on 6th 
June, 1834. 


In Hooker's “ Companion to the Botanical 
Magazine " is printed the portion of Gunn's 
letter relating to Lawrence's death, together 
with descriptions of plants sent by Lawrence 
under the heading ‘‘ Contributions towards a 
Flora of Van Diemen's Land ". 


The “ Launceston Advertiser ", reporting 
the inquest on Robert Lawrence's death held 
at “Formosa”, states that “ Before the 
coroner and a most respectable jury it was 
deposed that the deceased was subject to 
fits of apoplexy and was supposed to have 
expired in a fit. The verdict returned by the 
jury was— Died by the visitation of God’ ". 


The orphaned baby was taken and adopted 
by her mother's people, the Wedge family. 
She subsequently married Monckton Synnot, 
of Oakwood, Station Peak, in Victoria. 


Gunn's address at this time would prob- 
ably be Cameron Street, for in the Launces- 
ton Advertiser of the 27th February, 1834, 
we find him advertising for a Preceptor for 
the Scotch Church—applications to R. C. 
Gunn, Cameron Street. 


His forty aeres purchased in the suburbs 
of the town was probably the block lying 
to the west of the old Catholie Cemetery and 
bounded by Connaught Crescent, Granville 


Street, and Thistle Street, which contained 
44 acres and 29 perches. It is in a smal: 
sheltered valley facing south-east and its 
light sandy loam over clay is still used for 
garden purposes today, houses being built 
only around the margins of it. A local tradi- 
tion says that here the first “ love apples "— 
tomatoes—were grown in Launceston, per- 
haps the fruit of some of his seed exchanges. 


An interesting letter to Governor Arthur 
regarding this garden is held in the Tas- 
manian State Archives, Arthur Period, File 
15700. 


Launceston 10th May, 1834 
Sir, 
During the last two or three years I have had 
a strong desire to form near Launceston a 
general eolleetion, botanieally arranged, of all 
plants, indigenous and exotic. A collection of 
this kind has long been a desideratum here, 
where valuable seeds have been frequntly im- 
ported, and, what might have been sources of 
wealth, lost to the Colony from the importers 
being ignorant of the mode of raising them or 
careless, and no garden being devoted to that 
purpose, where in a few seasons they might be 
sufficiently propagated to prevent any risk of 
future loss. With referenee to the indigenous 
plants, which are highly interesting, so little 
of their properties in the Arts, Agriculture or 
Medicine are yet known that any general 
collection of these must be desirable and would 
greatly facilitate any experiments which scien- 
tifie persons, visitors to the Colony, or otherwise, 
might feel inclined to pursue. I need 10t 
urge any other indueements, sueh as many of 
the plants here differing from those on the 
Southern side &c. as His Excellency will I am 
certain be quite aware of every reason that 
could be advaneed. 


I regret that the sniallness of my income, 
together with my large family, prevents my 
being able to carry my wishes on these points 
into effect without some assistance, but, I 
trust that my now devoting some acres of the 
very few I possess in the Colony, to this I may 
eall publie purpose, from whence I can derive 
no possible emolument, will induce His Excel- 
lency, from his well known encouragement to 
Science, to assist me by the loan of three 
labourers for about two months raticned by the 
Government. 


My anxiety to eommenee my Botanie Garden 
immediately arises from my now possessing 
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at least 1,000 species of plants many of which 
will after this season become too large to 
transplant, and eannot thrive in the seed beds 
they now occupy, therefore must be lost; Also 
from being offered my selection from the large 
eollection of plants of the late Mr. R. W. 
Lawrenee at Formosa whose garden will this 
season be broken up. 


I am afraid an application of this kind 1s 
unusual, but if inadiissable, I trust His Excel- 
leney will pardon it, as it is dietated by the 
best intentions, 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient humble servant, 
Ronald C. Gunn. 


The Honble. J. Burnett, 
Colonial Seeretary, 
Hobart Town. 


On the back of this letter is a precis made 
by Burnett and dated 14th May, 1834. Then 
follows: “ His Excellency regrets that under 
all the circumstances he cannot acquiesce in 
this application; he would however were it 
at present practicable have pleasure in estab- 
lishing a public botanic garden in Launces- 
ton. 20/5/84 A.T. 21/5/34 J.B.". 


A.T. probably refers to Adam "Turnbull, 
who was private secretary to the Lieutenant- 
Governor in 1834, while J.B. was John 
Burnett, Colonial Secretary at this time. 


The long letter from Gunn to Hooker is 
followed chronologically by an even longer 
letter from Jorgen Jorgenson. 


LETTER 140. 


Hobart Town, Van Diemen's Land, Sept:12.34 


My onee dearest friend, and still held in grateful 
remeinberance by Jorgenson. 


Years have now rolled over our heads since 
we saw each other for the first and last time. 
Either under good or bad fortune I should at 
times have made some communieations to you, 
but in coming out in the the Ship “ Woodman” 
between 8 and 9 years since a fiend like 
prisoner who had heen educated for the church 
at the university of Cambridge told me, when 
aecidentally mentioning your name, that he 
had seen an aecount of your death in some of 


the publie papers, and he related the same of 
some other dear friend. These reports, which 
I believed to be true, overwhelmed my mind at 
the time with the bitterest reflections, and it was 
not till 3 years since I was assured by the 
learned Dr. Ross that I had been grossly 
imposed upon. Yet I had made up my mind 
never again to hold eorrespondenee either with 
England or Denmark, till the other day when my 
mind was roused, and my ill-eured wounds set 
a bleeding by some Despatches which had been 
addressed by the Danish Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary in London to Lord Palmerston, and by the 
Seeretary for the Colonies to the Lieutenant 
Governor of this island. Not that these des- 
patehes were in any way unfavourable towards 
me: rather the contrary — but that my mind 
felt agitated to an uncommon degree when 
running over past events and former assoeia- 
tions. I remembered you my Hooker— and I 
burst into a flood of tears. I was then deter- 
mined to write, and if possible to hear from 
you— and onee more to see your hand-writing, 
er’e the grave closes over me for ever.— 


A succint account of my carcer since my 
arrival in this island, may not prove altogether 
uninteresting to you, and will indieate how I 
am at present situated. My life has been one 
of wandering—a stormy and turbulent Life, it 
was so in my very infancy, and has ever since 
continued in the same course. I landed here a 
total stranger, In conversation with your 
friend the late Mr Humphries the mineralogist 
I conveyed to him the melaneholy tidings of 
your death, but he was slow of belief, as he had 
received from you a letter shortly before.— I 
was then engaged by the Van Diemen's Land 
Company in exploring, traversing and tracing 
roads through the Country. It was just such 
a life as corresponded with the state and feelings 
of my mind.—Often, when ascending the loftiest 
summits far above the Clouds, I beheld with a 
species of gloomy delight, the ranges and tiers 
beneath my feet, appearing like the waves of 
the mighty ocean troubled and agitated when 
the gale sweeps furiously over its surface. The 
terrific desolation around me as far as the eye 
could reach in the Horizon struek the mind 
with ineoneeivable awe and astonishment, but 
alas! I had no one by me who could participate 
in my feelings, my eompanions were all ignorant 
men, insensible to the sublime and the beautiful. 
During my first two journies through a sterile 
and inhospitable eountry, I had the bitter regret 
to lose my fellow travellers, my friend Lorymcer 
drowning before my faee without my having the 
power of saving him. He went down in crossing 
the mouth of Duck River 15 miles from “ Cireu- 
lar Head" Shortly after 8 more found a watery 
grave. After having experienced incredible 
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hardships, bursting our way through heavy 
Wire Scrub, climbing of mountains, crossing 
deep and steep gullies, losing all my dogs for 
want of food and being without provisions for 
4 days, three of us returned to “ Circular Head " 
in a state of extreme exhaustion. Dunn being 
almost in a state of madness having for want 
of fresh water swallowed a pint of sca water. 


After quitting the Company's Service I was 
engaged by the Government in various arduous 
pursuits in the Interior. I had four armed 
parties, each consisting of 6 men, placed under 
my directions to proceed in pursuit of the 
hostile aboriginal tribes, which although not 
very numerous found means for years to keep 
the Interior in state of constant alarm, and 
filling the country with bloodshed and plunder.— 
The superior knowledge of the Aborigines as 
far as regarded the bush, and their way of 
travelling, us being eneumbered with heavy 
knapsacks laden with provisions, gave them an 
infinite superiority. My four parties, with 
other similar gangs, had but little success, 
though we saved many lives and much property 
constantly moving about. At length sprung up 
a modern Los Cavaz, who with a confidence 
somewhat bordering on inspiration informed 
the Governor, that he was eertain he could by 
kind treatment and fair means, induce the 
Aborigines to surrender. The Governor listened 
to him, but all others considered his scheme to 
be one of insanity and excessive severity. I 
had then been in pursuit two years and the 
armed rangers were by the advice of Mr. Robin- 
son, the gentleman alluded to, were all disbanded. 
This singular man went into the wild bush, 
with all his men unarmed, completely at the 
mercy of the Blacks. Sometime after Mr 
Robinson fell in with one of the most hostile, 
ferocious, and bloody minded tribes. They 
beheld their victims before them with savage 
joy, and being infinitely superior in number, 
came bearing down on the party, with their 
spears and waddies. Nothing but instant denth 
was expected, but all at once the whole tribe 
halted, seemingly struck with astonishment at 
the sight of so many unarmed men, they felt 
convinced, from the absence of fire arms and all 
other warlike weapons, that the white man 
could not entertain any unfriendly intentions 
towards them. Threats were speedily exchanged 
for signs of friendship, and strange and almost 
incredible, this tribe consented to accompany Mr 
Robinson to Hobart Town, where none had 
appeared for many years before, and morc 
strange they went after their own manner, 
without the slightest restraint, and at their own 
leisure, hunting the whole of the way.— When 
arriving in Town the inhabitants felt highly 
gratified to hear and sce what had been achieved, 


so many murders had been committed for years 
past, that one in the Interior dared not to 
venture outside his door without being armed 
with a loaded musket— Mr. Robinson then 
followed up with wonderful perseverance his 
first success, and after four years constant 
fatigue enduriug every species of hardship, and 
being nearly the whole of the time absent from 
his respectable wife and family, he has now 
returned to the bosom of peace, all the tribes 
being now collected and sent to lron bound 
island in Bass’s straits, where thcy enjoy their 
usual occupations, hunting in the bush and so 
on, but at the same time receiving religious and 
other instruction. 


Thus this interesting race through the perse- 
verence and courage of one man has been 
preserved without the British name being dis- 
graccd by exterminating the original possessors 
of Van Diemen's Land, and all this with their 
own consent. 


Since the disbanding of my parties, I have 
had a good deal of travelling, but all this has 
been far from advancing my individual private 
interest. Dy my journals I have traversed up- 
wards of 28000 miles to and fro in this island. 


Of all these matters I have kept regular 
accounts.— From my knowledge and experience, 
I have been somewhat connected with the 
literature of this island, and many things are 
published without my name appearing in the 
Periodicals. In 1831 I published my “ Observa- 
tions on the Funding System, with the relative 
situation in which Van Diemen's Land stands 
towards the Mother Country." I shall contrive 
to send you home this production for I feel 
particularly confident that the mode I therein 
proposed for liquidating the national debt is 
the only way such liquidation can be effected 
without producing embarrassment and convul- 
sions, and would also be attended without 
particular injury to any class of the people.— 
One should imagine from the number of 
periodieals in this island, we are a literary 
people, but except in a few instances this is 
not the case. In Hobart Town we have four 
weekly journals viz: “The Courier "—* The 
Tasmanian" — “The Colonial Times " — and 
“The True Colonist ".— Of these the “ Courier ” 
is by far the best and most impartialy conducted 
paper. The proprietor, publisher, and Editor, is 
the learned “James Ross" LLD. .— so well 
known in England and Scotland. Independent 
of these we have three Sheets of Advertisements, 
viz: “ The Trumpeter General ” — “ The Trum- 
peter" and ‘The Horn Boy” each of which 
appears twice in a week.— Then there is a 
Monthly Magazine, and two Alimanacks printed 
yearly, but that by Dr. James Ross is by far the 
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best, being a true statistical work, as well 
as extremely useful to our merchants and 
farmers in the Island and of essential service to 
Emigrants who might wish to settle in this 
Colony. 


In Launceston which is the Chief Town at 
the Northern side of the island, there are two 
weekly journals * The Independent" and the 
“Launceston Advertiser ”— with two Sheets 
of Advertisements.— I think this will do 
pretty well for a Colony whose population 
does not exceed 34000 in number. 


I shall seize any opportunity of making such 
a collection as may prove interesting and amus- 
ing to you. If I could procure proper advice 
from you, and being sure of support at home, 
I would certainly write and publish a narrative 
of this interesting island, for here my 
literary labours have rather been of pecuniary 
injury to me than otherwise; and I must also 
observe that which I have hitherto seen on Van 
Diemen's Land migration, Prison Discipline 
etc. are far from being correet productions 
and mostly dictated by party spirit, selfish 
motives and ignorance.— You may remember 
that a publication of mine appeared in London 
in 1827 entitled “The Religion of Christ is 
the Religion of Nature". Now you could 
realy oblige me would you be so good as to 
write to the Bookseller in London and enquire 
who placed that manuseript in his hands, and 
whether it has been productive or not. I have 
seen one copy, but as to anything further I 
know not; and as from the causes already 
enumerated, I am necessarily very poor, even 
the smallest sum would be a relief, and there 
is a regular Colonial Agent attached to the 
Secretary of State's office London who receives 
money in London, and effect remittances to this 
and other Colonies.— Should a vessel sail from 
Glasgow to this place, or by some other con- 
veyance, I would truly thank you for sending me 
out your “Tour in Iceland" my “Travels 
through France and Germany" — and my 
“Religion of Christ is the Religion of Nature ". 
I enjoy my freedom in this Colony, but my 
Pardon does not reach anywhere out of it. 


From what I have above stated you might be 
apt to suppose this to be altogether a sterile 
and inhospitable island. This however would 
be a wrong notion, for other parts again fully 
compensate the mind for former disappoint- 
ments, there are large tracts in this island, 
than which it is impossible for the most 
luxuriant imagination to conceive more lovely 
within the whole circle of the creation. For 
miles you will see land of the most perfect 
park like appearance, rich in pasture, and 
beautiful to a degree. But here again when I 


rested under the Honeysuckle, the Waddle-trae, 
or other elegant shrubbery, my mind became 
insensibly affected, both melancholy and dés- 
pondent, I wanted one like you to communicate 
my feelings to for those about me took ho 
delight in the beauties of nature. It was then 
that my broken heart wandered back to former 
associations and past days, I felt an intolerable 
vacancy within for such a friend I might for 
ever have preserved in you, but I have lost 
you with many others— God help me! — Though 
I have continued in good health, by reason I 
suppose, of much exercise in the fresh air, yet 
the fragments of my poor heart are widely 
scattered over the surface of the globe.— I feel 
my visitation, and most deeply do I feel it! 
— Glancing back to former associations pf 
happier days, my heart and soul sink within 
me when I fix my rememberance on Sir Henty 
Jermyn of Sibton near Gosford, Suffolk.— Has 
death hitherto spared that exalted, that gen- 
erous, that highly venerated friend? But here 
again I lost myself. If in existence do write to 
him, let me hear fron) him, if Heaven has not 
ordained it otherwise, But, if writing to him, 
do bear in mind that you speak pathetically, 
write with the highest glow of sensibility, com- 
mensurate with the intensity of my feelings, 
and my most friendly affections— There ate 
also some other friends of yours I could wish 
to hear something of — Mr Smith of Norwich 
—Sir Dawson Turner — Mr. Brown librarian 
Soho Square — Mrs Turner — Mrs Hooker, or 
whether you have a family or not? 


I must inform you that in 1828 letters arrived 
to Archdeacon Scott here froin the Phrenological 
society of Edinburgh requested that dignitary 
to use every means of obtaining a east of my 
head, to be sent home to Edinburgh, but by 
some mismanagement and blunder the thing was 
not at that time effected.— I could never think 
how such a request could come to be made, 
except you might have corresponded with the 
Society. Now as a matter of science I would 
consent to one and more things. Let the 
request come from the Society to the Lieutenant 
Governor, or any other person in the Colony 
whom I may know to find, and is acquainted 
where to find me at any time should I be in the 
Bush. Let the Society state their wish to such 
authority or person, and I will allow a bust 
to be taken by some skilful surgeon on certain 
conditions. Now I have slender faith in the 
science of Phrenology, and as to the names I 
observe on certain urtificial heads, they would 
to me require explanation er'e I could under- 
stand them. The moment the Society shall 
receive my cast, and after having examined the 
same with the utmost scrutiny. Then let all 
and every particular be reduced to writing, and 
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that writing to be sealed and placed in the 
hands of a person of the strictest honour and 
integrity. Whilst this is doing in London, I 
will here take a stern survey of my mind, fear- 
lessly and boldly, to make known my own 
propensities, inclinations, vices, properties of 
the mind, and virtues (if any).— It will be a 
picture of no common interest and one which 
few persons would venture to draw of them- 
selves. Before the packets are opened they 
shall be exchanged, and if they correspond, the 
Science stands vindieated and if otherwise, in 
my opinion, it will fall.— If I think proper I 
may exact Secresy, for a series of years except 
as to the Society itself. However you manage 
as you like. Independent of the channels I have 
pointed out, our Bank Director, Charles Mc- 
Lachlan Esqre could render Service; he was late 
manager in this Island for the Australian Com- 
pany of Glasgow.— 


When I arrived here first I wrote a respectful 
letter to Mr A. McLeay, but received no answer, 
so l have never applied again, and as he is in 
Sydney he ean do me little good here. 

Now my once most excellent friend, and com- 
panion, let me call the blessings of Heaven on 
you and your's and sometimes remember your 
unfortunate Jorgenson. 


P.S. Excuse this slovenly letter but time is 
precious.— Everyone knows me in this island.— 
This letter will pass through the office of 
S.ate for the Colonies and the Danish Minister 
Plenipotentiary in London. 


This letter arrived in Glasgow in Febru- 
ary, 1835, and appears to have been paid for 
by the recipient. 


A second letter from Jorgenson, written a 
month later and sent by another vessel, is 
largely a summary of the first. 


LETTER 141. 


Hobart Town, Van Diemen's 
Land, 15 October 1834 
My dear Sir, 

In the course of last month, by the ship 
* Cleopatra " I sent you a very long letter. By 
a most strange coincidence, my letter had no 
sooner left this post than I met Lieutenant 
Gunn, who informed me that he had received 
a letter from his Brother Mr Gunn near Laun- 
easton wherein that gentleman informed him 
that Professor Hooker of Glasgow had written 
him making some inquiries concerning one 


Jorgen Jorgenson. This certainly appeared 
to me very strange, as I had not for many years 
written to you before. 


We send all letters or writings in duplicate 
from this island by reason of the long distance 
from home, so should a Ship be lost, some 
other is likely to go safe.— However I shall in 
this letter eonfine myself merely to touch on 
the outline of my other very long letter. 1) I 
expressed my feelings and sentiments towards 
you 2) I spoke of my recollections of former 
days partieularly alluding to you. 3) I fur- 
nished you with a suecint description of this 
country, with other little matters. However I 
merely write now in a very concise manner 
as I [hope] and trust, you will receive my 
former letter, long before this can come to hand. 


There were two topics mentioned on which I 
shall fully explain myself again. I called to 
your mind that a book entitled “ The Religion 
of Christ is the Religion of Nature” of which 
l am the Author, was published in London in 
1827, nearly two years after I had left England 
for this colony. One Copy was sent to ine here, 
but by whom I know not. And as my circum- 
stances are, as you may suppose, very narrow 
and as the smallest sum would be an object to 
me, I would feel extremely obliged to you, 
would you write to the bookseller, and endeavour 
to learn from him, whether the Book has been 
productive, and if so, to remit me what he 
can.— I however omitted stating that eleven 
years further experience and observation have 
strengthened my faith, and I could in addition 
introduee some very strong arguments in 
support of those marked in my book. 


The other matter referred to was that in 
1827 or 28 a letter arrived in this Colony 
from the Phrenological Society in Edinburgh 
addressed to Archdeacon Scott wherein it was 
requested of him to obtain a cast of my head 
for the Society. I was at that time sufficiently 
inclined to have that done; but by some mistake 
or other the objeet failed. I have never been 
able to form the most distant guess how the 
Society could make such a request, unless you 
had corresponded upon the Subject. However, 
if the Society will write to the Governor here, 
or any other of the Authorities, known to any 
of them, and who will know where to find me, I 
will let them have a cast of my head. I have 
no faith in Phrenology, and yet one would not 
rashly reject the positive assertions of many 
men of science, study, and learning, so before 
the Cast is taken, and long before, I will pen 
with perfeet honesty and immovable fearless- 
ness, an accurate, precise, and most true account 
of myself, my inclinations, propensities, failings, 
vice and virtues (if any) and this document 
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Shall be deposited in safe hands, to which the 
Society shall not be accessible, till a particular 
character shall have been given of the organs 
of my head. If their, and my statement agree, 
I shall have some faith in Phrenology — if 
otherwise, as far as regards myself I shall 
totally reject the Science. I leave you to 
arrange the affair in your own way.— 


As I hope that God has preserved the Ship 
“Cleopatra” from mishaps, I do not write 
much at present, but I truly hope I shall receive 
a letter from you by the very earliest oppor- 
tunity. 

I remain 
Your ever faithful 


Jorgen Jorgenson 


I am so well known here that any letter 
addressed to mc will speedily find me. 


Arriving in Glasgow on 2nd March, 1835, 
this second letter was apparently prepaid. 


Archdeacon Thomas Hobbes Scott, head 
of the Anglican community of New South 
Wales and Van Diemen's Land (then part 
of the diocese of Calcutta) came to Van 
Diemen's Land first in 1826 and again in 
1828, when he consecrated Old St. John's 
Church, Launceston. 


The Van Diemen's Land Company, in 
which Jorgenson was an assigned servant, 
is the subject of a paper published as New 
Series No. 9 of the “ Records of the Queen 
Victoria Museum ". 


On the Surrey Hills property of the Van 
Diemen's Land Company was *'Burleigh ", 
headquarters of Dr. Joseph Milligan, surgeon 
and later surgeon-superintendent of the com- 
pany for Emu Bay and the inland areas. 
Milligan, as a young man of 23, who had 
only obtained the diploma of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons at Edinburgh the year 
before, was appointed to the post in 1830, 
and until he was made superintendent of the 
area as well as surgeon (which also meant 
veterinary surgeon), had plenty of spare 
time for collecting natural history specimens. 
It was probably Backhouse's visit to “ Bur- 
leigh” in January, 1833, that stimulated 
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Milligan’s interest in plants, and probably 
his meeting with Backhouse soon afterwards 
that led Gunn to enlist Milligan as a fellow 
collector for Hooker, as recorded in Gunn's 
next letter. 


LETTER 133. 


Launceston, Van Diemen's Land 
14th September 1834. 
My dear Sir, 

Your two highly valued letters of 27th Deer. 
and 10th Jany. only came to hand, together 
with the box of Books &c &c a few days ago. 
The Steain-boat did not leave Kindale in Ireland 
until 31st March, and called at the Cape, which 
she left on 8th July, thereby delaying her 
arrival here until last week — Your most 
valuable present of Books, for which I really 
know not how to make sufficient recompense, 
and which placed me most wofully in your 
debt, came in good condition, and have made my 
Botanical Library almost complete — with the 
Prodromus & Musci Exotici which I acknow- 
ledged in my last, when I communicated to you 
the melancholy news of Mr Robt W. Lawrence's 
death. — That event has thrown me back more 
than I could have conceived as I have now no 
one with whom to talk over Botanical matters, 
or to excite ine to exertion — Your Parcels for 
him P. * Tamar" also arrived safe, and were 
delivered to his father. — I am gratified to 
hear that so many of our Plants are new — ] 
hope my future collections will continue to mee: 
with your expectations — your remarks are 
interesting beyond what I can express and I only 
now look forward for your additional sheets. — 
I suppose I need hardly tell you how proud you 
have made me [by] naming the Mountain 
Ranunculus after me. — I cannot in this letter 
make any additional observations upon those 
specimens of Plants already sent, but along 
with my first box I hope to do so. — In December 
last I was appointed a magistrate which in- 
creased my official duties as to prevent my 
collecting much or sending the few I did col- 
lect,]Í2 home— as the novelty and extent of 
the duty which that appointment threw upon 
my hands made it at first no sinecure; — I have 
to try daily all the disorderlies of about 600 
Crown prisoners (Convicts) male and all the 
females in the Town and district — besides 
having the Male & Female Houses of Correction 
entirely under my charge (with Supts. how- 
ever) — toge.her with the general distribution 
& assignment of Servants. — If I leave town for 
an hour or two I am hunted after in all 
directions so that my escapes after Plants 
require all my ingenuity to be exerted to escape 


T. E. BURNS & J. K. SKEMP 39 


censure either from the Govt or the people. 
My last trip for example in April last to collect 
seeds on Ben Lomond was done in 4 days — I 
rode 90 miles — ascended and descended the 
mountain & slept two of the nights on the top 
in that time — I would not have minded the 
exertions then used, in spite of the rain & cold 
had my success heen at all in proportion, but the 
excessive dryness of the last summer in V.D.L. 
which has almost caused a famine, as far as 
wheat & Potatoes go — & increased thc prices of 
all articles of consumption to a great degree — 
had been felt equally severe on the mountains.— 
the plants had not flowcred in most cases — 
others had all their young shoots burnt up, and 
not a few were dead or dieing altogether.— I 
had a month before ascended Ben Nevis and 
found the same results, with the additional 
misery of having been for 8 hours without water 
niyself & Party.— The only thing I saw new 
were two Gaultherias (I think) besides G. his- 
pida — one of which the first was pleasant to 
taste, but I did not eat many being too anxious 
io send the seed to Mr Murray.— as I only 
found fruit upon one plant.— also plenty good 
seed of Bellendena montana, Elichrysum No. 275. 
and of some Epacrideae & a few others, but 
really so few as hardly io compensate for the 
labour had not my inclination naturally led me 
to ramble.— I am very sorry that my duties 
are so extensive and incessant as to preclude 
my visiting many of our friend Backhouse’s 
scenes — vizt. Cireular Head, Cape Grim, 
Hampshire Hills, Flinder's Islands &e. but I 
have opened communications with the Van 
Diemen's Land Coys. Medical Officers at Wool- 
nor.h & the Hampshire Hills from whom I 
expect considerable additions — I have already 
received a very sniall eollection from the Hamp- 
shire Hills from Dr Joseph Milligan who has 
entered very much into the spirit of it — and 
I hope in a year or two your Herbarium of 
V.D.L. plants will equal any other in Britain. — 
All these additions I will insert in my first 
Box which I intend forwarding to you by the 
first vessel for England from Launeeston. I 
find myself improving my knowledge of Botany 
and particularly according to the Natural 
System to which I am paying most attention.— 
I have this season commenced a Botanical 
Collection of Plants arranged according to the 
natural orders as cnumerated in the Second 
Part of the Enc, of Plants, but in which I 
have detected a few errors — among others the 
entire omission of Epacrideae & Pittosporeac I 
have devoted about 5 acres to the purpose in the 
suburbs of the Town in a place combining as 
many natural advantages as I could easily 
attain, but wanting plenty of water which is 
a serious fault but one almost universally felt 
in this Island — except by those persons on 


the banks of the Rivers — which includes all.— 
All water sunk for is bad, — at least generally 
so. — In eollecting plants for my Garden and 
arranging thei I find it gives me a mueh more 
correct idea of natural affinities between the 
different genera than any books could give me. — 
It is on this account therefore that I sincerely 
regret the almost total loss of the most valuable 
collection of Plants from Mr Murray, — As 
setting aside the beauty of the Plants I wanted 
many as typical of natural orders of which I 
possess no specimens — Had the passage 
extended to six months instead of nine I am 
certain from their admirable package that most 
would have survived but alas a dozen or two 
tuberous rooted herbaceous plants, and still 
fewer of the shrubs are all that were alive in the 
large Box. — The Bulbs and Dahlias in the 
small Box were alive & good except very few 
and which might have [swvived?] in a passage 
of as many weeks — The seeds were more unfor- 
tunate still as I do not think one seed hardly 
or Mr Lawrence’s or mine will vegetate — They 
got quite rotten in consequence I think of some 
damp Hips & Haws having been put up, by which 
all the rest were made equally so — the oil 
cloth covering at the same time preventing 
evaporation.— 


Your letter to Mr T. K. Short dated 3rd March 
came to hand a month before the others. — Mr 
Short has not come to Launceston, but should 
he do so I shall show him every attention — a 
Box of Sundries from Mr Short of Martin Hall 
I received at the same time, and shall send him 
a collection of such things as he desires by an 
early opportunity. 


In looking [over?] a number of British Botan- 
ical Magazines I find the names of old acquaint- 
ances — Mr Telfair at the Mauritius and an 
old friend of my Fathers when we resided 
there — I was at the Capture of that Island 
though very young & remained there some 
years. Dr Nicholson of Antigua I knew inti- 
mately [in?] 1826 & 1827 — but I had no idea 
then of becoming Botanical. 


I have not yet heard from Mr. Lindley in 
reply even to my earliest letters [or?] mes- 
sage.— Your remark however has removed the 
slight feeling of annoyance which I found grow- 
ing in my mind, when I compared your Conduct 
to his — as in commencing Collector it was 
purely taste, and a mind bent upon some pur- 
suit, and not necessity or for a livelihood & I 
was afraid Mr Lindley whom I only knew from 
his public name, might forget those points — if 
my colleetions are worth the freight & a few 
seeds in return, it was all I looked for — but 
your generosity has thrown me completely 
aback — £30 worth of Books alone has so 
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completely dumbfounded me (to use a Scotch 
phrase) that for some days I looked for the 
Invoice — as your letters were not delivered to 
me for some time.— 


Should business of pleasure [take?] you 
through York I think a call upon Backhouse's 
brother would repay you — Many specimens of 
new Plants were collected by him out here & 
sent Home — The seeds sent also were numerous 
and rare, — and ought soon to be in a forward 
state.— 


Dr de Dassel very shortly after my last 
communication, I found to be a regular German 
Quack. — Professing to know everything & 
knowing nothing. — He at least knows nothing 
of Botany. — calling to me at one time the red 
& white flowd. Epacris No. 12 an Hibbertia — A 
Plant in the Euphorbiaceae then in flowr. & 
seed — a Persoonia yizt. No. 142 


Hypoxis hygrometrica — he has been giving 
his Patients as a Colehicum— A nultis alus — in 
fact he is as profoundly ignorant as he could 
be. — His Character in other respects does not 
meet my views, and I feel ashamed of ever 
having mentioned him — I must now close as my 
Paper will extend no further — 


This letter did not reach Glasgow until 
16th February, 1835. 


Elichrysum No. 275 not traced. Epacris 
No. 12 is probably E. impressa Lab. No. 
142 not traced. The Hypoxis hygrometrica 
Lab. is a small amaryllis with yellow 
starlike flower growing close to the ground 
in wet places. Jt has a small roundish 
buld. Colchicum is the Autumn Crocus which 
is poisonous to cattle and to humans. The 
seeds and bulbs were used in small doses for 
gout or rheumatism. The doctor being with- 
out supplies of the drugs and herbs used in 
Europe probably used something rather 
resembling them in appearance found locally 
—or had them supplied by some local herb- 
alist. 


German quack or not, Dr. de Dassel con- 
tinued to practice in Launceston, and presum- 
ably prospered, for he settled here. He was 
occasionally a consultant of Dr. W. R. Pugh, 
the first man to use (in 1847) an anaesthetic 
in the Southern Hemisphere. In a case in 


which a patient of Dr. de Dassel died after 
an operation by Dr. Pugh, the latter was 
charged by another doctor of the town, Dr. 
Haygarth, with negligence. A libel action 
ensued, in which Dr. Pugh was exonerated 
and awarded £259 damages. 


Mr. Charles Telfair was a surgeon on 
board one of the ships which bombarded 
Mauritius in 1810. He was Government 
Secretary at Bourbon and later Private 
Secretary to Sir 1tobert Farquhar at Mauri- 
tius. Later still, he was Guardian of Vacant 
Estates and Secretary to the Vice Admiralty 
Court. He remained at Mauritius and he 
and his wife collected the plants of the island 
for study by European scientists. He died 
in 1833, aged 56. 


The Steam boat was apparently the 
“Tamar”, a paddle steamer with sails, of 
88 tons, built at Greenock on the Clyde 
for the Tamar Steam Navigation Company, 
formed by Messrs. Gleadow, Landale, Thom- 
son, R. Dry, and W. E. Lawrence in 1832. 
for trading on the River Tamar between 
George Town and Launceston. She was 
the first steam boat to arrive at Launceston. 
(Bethel, 1954, describes her as a steam tug. 
She may have been used to tow barges ot 
sailing ships but there was another steam 
tug, called the “ Tamar ", purchased for the 
Port of Launceston in 1855.) 


The Mountain Ranunculus, R. gunnianus 
Hook., a native Tasmanian buttercup, was 
the first of many new species which Hooker 
named in honour of their collector. In all, 
one genus, Gunnia, and about 60 species of 
plants originally bore Gunn's name in some 
latinised form, though subsequently many of 
the names have had to be abandoned owing 
to the priority of other names or for other 
reasons. With generous gifts of books an 
compliments such as this, Hooker encourage 
his collectors. Robert Lawrence had bees) 
honoured in the same way. Hooker certainly 
stimulated Gunn to even greater efforts à5 
his next long letter indicates. 
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LETTER [ j: 


Launceston 30th March 1835.— 


My dear Sir, 


I have at last arranged my collection of Plants 
for this season and sincerely hope they will 
reach you safe and in good order.— I have put 
in one Box No. 1 — and the largest— The 
duplicates of my various former numbers— 
some very good— some not— stil all I trust 
wil be welcomely received.— also the few 
Acotyledones that I have collected during the 
past season, but in them you will find few 
novelties.— In the same Box I have placed a 
copy of Dr Ross's Van Diemen's Land Almanack 
possessing among its contents an “ Index 
Plantarum " written by our friend James Back- 
house and which may perhaps give some infor- 
mation relative to various plants which I have 
probably omitted — and otherwise good, con- 
sidering the limited means he possessed — and 
its popular form.— The Almanack also contains 
a portion of the Autobiography of Jorgen 
Jorgenson — to which I refer.— I also enclose 
a copy of Ross’s Almanack for 1834, which 
contains a good article also written by James 
Backhouse on the esculent Roots, &c. of Van 
Diemen's Land— and a humourous & I believe 
pretty correct account of Cireular Head— a 
Map of Van Diemen's Land published by Dr. 
Ross— a Plan of Launceston— old— but still 
may be inieresting— I regret I can make but 
such a poor return for your valuable books.— 

In the second box No, 2. I have placed only 
the new Nos. extending from Nos. 444 to 630 
inclusive and though I have myself becn unfor- 
tunately prevented from any extended excur- 
sions— friend Backhouse and Dr Milligan, (an 
esteemed correspondent who I have induced to 
collect) have assisted me much.— The former 
has some months ago left the Colony for New 
South Wales, and is I believe now visiting the 
Penal Colony of Norfolk Island.— The latter 
is now medical officer stationed at the Hamp- 
shire Hills, (part of the Establishment of the 
Van Diemen's Land Company)— and is a 
brother magistrate of the Territory.— Relative 
to all the plants I have written short remarks 
which I attach to this letter and to which I refer 
for many particulars which would have been 
too voluminous for a letter. —— 


I am every day more satisfied with myself 
at my progress in Botany— and am still con- 
tinuing the formation of my Botanic Garden 
upon the Natural System.— And I think that 
as my knowledge increases my ability to discover 
new plants will be much increased and that you 
need not think tha: you have yet received more 


than one half of the Plants of V.D.L. from me.— 
I shall continue my annual boxes of specimens 
with such additions as I can make— 


I have not yet received a single letter or 
acknowledgement from Dr Lindley— I have 
therefore sent him my third and last box of 
specimens— merely containing duplicates of 
my former collections to render those already 
received as complete as possible— but I have 
not sent him a single new No. after 443— As I 
cannot but feel hurt that years should elapse 
without his finding time to say “ thank you "— 
and if he did not perform anything, might at 
least have promised.— Your eonduct forms such 
a sad contrast that I am not aware of any 
excuse he can make— even granting that they 
were utterly valueless.— My time I can assure 
you is much more occupied than that of any 
other officer under Government in Launceston, 
one branch of duties alone, vizt. as magistrate, 
giving me 40 to 90 cases weekly to try and 
dispose of — besides the other miscellaneous 
duties of a daily sitting magistrate— then my 
Superintendents — of assigning men, & women 
and everlasting correspondence— makes my 
time for Botany limited indeed— and had you 
not induced me to continue my communications 
at a period when I had more time on my hands 
than now, I should long since have been obliged 
to give up in despair — At this moment I have 
waited three weeks in vain to procure a magis- 
trate to undertake my duties for three days to 
enable me to ascend the mountains to collect 
seeds of the Ranunculus Gunnianus & others— 
& last Sunday I started and accomplished 76 
miles on foot and horseback in 28 hours to 
collect, being unable to be away from my office— 
I do not say this to enhance the value of my 
collections to you— but to show that my time, no 
more than Mr Lindley's, is wholly unoccupied 
and I regret to say my income is far from being 
in proportion, however— that is another 
affair. If when you see Dr Lindley you ean 
get any books from him, do so,— and if he 
really expresses a desire for more specimens 1 
ean send them, but as far as I am concerned 
I now feel perfectly satisfied with your assist- 
ance— more especially as death has removed 
poor Robert Lawrence from co-operating — I 
sadly feel the want of some botanically inclined 
person to exchange thoughts with, but not a soul 
in Launceston or within many miles has the 
least taste for Natural History in any of its 
branches.— 


With reference to your various enquiries 
relative to Jorgenson— I find he was appointed 
a Constable at Oatlands where his zeal in that 
office was so great as to lead to his receiving 
Emancipation some years ago.— His moral 
character here stands very low, the Chief Police 
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Magistrate and my Brother both giving me a 
bad account of him— He married a woman here 
of abandoned character and very drunken 
habits,— I do not know how he earns a subsist- 
ence just now, but I believe he is not devoting 
his talents to any profitable or industrious 
pursuit— For your Book on Iceland I feel 
much obliged and felt greatly interested in its 
perusal.— 


I regret I have been extremely unsuccesesful 
in my pursuit of the two other branches of 
Natural History, vizt. Birds and Inseets — With 
referenee to Birds— I have tried in vain to 
acquire skill in skinning them and have failed, 
and have been equally unsuceessful in my search 
for a man eapable of doing so— I do not however 
despair of procuring one of the first Bird skin- 
ners who arrives in any prison ship from Eng- 
land, as I have applied for a man of that descrip- 
tion officially to Hobart Town to be assigned to 
my service, on purpose to fulfill my promise to 
you— until then I ean do nothing— With refer- 
enee to Inseets I have also been bothered.— I 
eannot procure for love or money any Cork to 
line the bottom of the box and I find the 
slightest shake knocks the pins out when stuck 
into a hard board, and most of the pins becoming 
bent in attempting to push them in seeurely— 
My collec.ions have therefore I regret to say 
been regularly lost four or five times from the 
box being touched rather roughly when out 
eame pins &e and the legs, wings, antennae &e 
of the inseets suffered, and rendered them use- 
less. — Will you therefore at yonr earliest 
convenienee send me out some Cork and I will 
get boxes made out here.— Mr Lawrence has 
been I believe collecting for you bu: I do not 
know with what Suceess. —I ean only add to 
these various reasons for not having done what 
I ought to have done — that my inelination 
continues strong.— No Bird skins or collections 
in Natural History can be purehased in Launn. 


My “ List of Wants " continues very great and 
I annex a list of various Books I would like to 
procure, but not at your expence; Get what 
you ean from Lindley, and if you will send me 
an Invoiee of the Remainder I shall most happily 
remit you the money, as I apply to you from 
having no person who can so well select books 
I want in Britain. — 


[At the head of next page in Hooker's hand 
a list of books with some items marked] 


Comp. to Bot. Mag. 3-6. *Brit. Il. ad 8 
(one to be sent afterwards)*Brit. Mag.ad[  ] 


[In Hookers hand]— 


[What follows is Gunn's]— 


Books &c wished for from Britain. 

1.* de Candolles *“ Prodromus Systematis Nat- 
uralis Regni Vegetabilis " — 4 vols. And 
his larger work if yet complete.— 


2. Riehards * Medical Botany" or any other 
superior book on the medical &e. pro- 
perties of Plants 


Un Hookers hand]— Reid’s Med. Bot. 1835 


3.* Arnotts “ Elements of Physics” vol 2nd or 
vols Ist. & 2nd. of the latest edition, — 


4.* Encyclopaedia of Cottage, Farm and Villa 
Architecture by I. C. Loudon. 


5.* Ency. of Geography by Hugh Murray— 
assisted by Hooker, Jamieson, Wallace, 
&c £3.0. 0.— If this work is very goo, if 
not Standard, do not send it. 


6.* Arrowsmiths last Atlas of 54 maps £2.42.6 
53 —— 1.16. 


7. The Best Work on Natural History in Gen- 
eral in the style of “ Turton's System of 
Nature" as in collecting, Birds, Insects, 
Animals, &c 1 should like at the same to 
study these diiferent branehes which 1 
have no opportunity of now doing, and ] 
should feel double interest in knowing 
what I was eollecting— 


8.* Smith's introduetion to Botany edited by 
yourself 


9. Lindleys introductions to “ Botany” and 
“to the Natural System of Botany " may 
be sent by Lindley.— 


10. Naturalists Library by Sir. W. Jardine— 
if good— 


Lastly— Any other good works on Seientific 
subjeets to which I am every day becoming 
more attaehed.— 


When you visit London I would esteem it 
a favour if you would ascertain for me the 
price of a collection of minerals at Mawe's, 
Strand, London or elsewhere as I do not now 
know one mineral from another although | 
have read largely on the subject, and in my 
rambles have, I sm certain, fallen in with 
novelties in that Departnient— I collected 
largely but from extreme ignorance of the 
simplest rudiments of mineralogy, I cannot 
aseertain the names even of nietals— but if 1 
had a collection to refer to, I eould at once 
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find to which it bore the greatest resemblance, 
and be enabled to ascertain if it was at all 
eurious or valuablc.— If you can assist me in 
these matters you will oblige me much— as I 
know no onc here that has the slightest preten- 
sions to a knowledge on the subject— 


I must now close this long and hasty letter 
by requesting that should there be any particular 
information relative to the plants or any of 
them which you may desire so as to render your 
published list as complete as possible, I shall 
be glad to do it as quickly as possible on your 
informing me what you wish,— such as Habitat, 
soil, time of flowcring— &c which I have not 
furnished, but can furnish, if wished for or 
desireablc.— 


] sincerely hope that you will find my humble 
efforts such as to mect your expectations from 
a beginncr like myself, and that you will make 
any allowances for imperfections— I also par- 
ticularly caution you not to make me any 
eompensation for my labours beyond what you 
find convenient, and within your own means, 
as I am aware that like myself you have a 
large family— and as my expenses only consist 
in Paper, Boxes, and tear and wear of elothes 
which I should destroy whether or not — you 
may perceive that any extraordinary remuncra- 
tion is uncalled for, and now that I possess 
most of the Books essential for a Student from 
your liberality, I conceive you have amply donc 
all that I could expect from you— and instead 
of now being in my debt, I am in yours.— 

To Mr Murray I have sent a valuable collec- 
tion of Seeds, and some orchideous roots which 
I trust will be safe— I have placed correspond- 
ing nos on the packets of Seeds to the Specimens, 
least you might wish to refer to any of them 
as specimens of the fruit of the Plants— 


To Mr Cooper of Wentworth House, and 
Mr. Short of Nottingham I also send packages of 
seed,— 


Your wishes upon all points I shall at all 
times have pleasure in attending to as far as 
my limited time and knowledge will permit— 


I need not add that your letters and books 
are welcomly received and highly acceptable 


[He closes but goes on] 


16 April 1835. I this day closed the boxes.— 
The box of Bird skins will go by another vessel 
as also the seeds &c. for Mr Murray, & others 
as in spite of all my exertions four vessels 
have sailed without this— and I shall wait no 
longer but nail up.— 


If you have any of the ferns more than you 
require, please send any that have seed to 
Mr Cooper of Wentworth House, to whom I 
intended to send some, but thought it better 
for you to divide than mc, as I knew not 
which you required most.— If you cannot 
spare any write to Mr Cooper, and inform him 
that I am now collecting for him, but I shall 
be unable to send them before next Season.— 
Having everything to do myself, in packing, 
drying, collecting, &c &c you must make great 
allowances for errors and omissions.— 


I enclose a parecl for my brother Mr Robert 
Gunn of Edinburgh, which I shall fecl obliged 
by your getting forwarded P. Coach as carly 
as convenient.— 


I send you a Journal of a Journey to the 
Australian Alps by Dr Lhotsky— it is incom- 
plete, but all that has rcached this quarter yct 
from Sydney, & sold at the moderate price of 
one shilling a number.— I understand Dr 
Lhotsky is a German Adventurer like Dr de 
Dassel professing to know everything, but really 
quite ignorant, & assisted by others in his com- 
pilations, 


In addition to the books please add— 

“ Reece's Medical Guide " (or any better one) — 
And when sending out Books, a Catalogue of 
Scientific Works from which I might cull — 
would assist me — in selecting — Books are not 
to be procured here at any price — on Scicntific 
Subjects, & although I am now devoting my 
leisure time to Botany, I am extremely anxious 
to acquire additional knowledge to what I now 
possess in Medicine, Chemistry, and Natural 
History in all its branches.— Are the Books 
published by the Socicty for the diffusion of 
useful knowledge good, or are they merely got 
up by Knight the publisher — 


I do not expect you to answer all my ques- 
tions — at once — but in time, if we continue 
to jog on pleasantly together which I think 
admits of no doubt 


Dr. Ross's * Almanacks ” reached Hooker 
safely with the plant specimens. In his 
“Companion to the Botanical Magazine”, 
vol. II, is Backhouse's list of the “ Esculent 
Plants of Van Diemen's Land " from Ross's 
* V.D.L. Almanack " of 1834. 


Jorgenson's letters of the previous year 
had evidently prompted Hooker to make 
further enquiries about his old companion; 
but Gunn's unfavourable report probably 
influenced him from replying to them. Still, 
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he did get Jorgenson's first instalment of 
his “ Fragment of an Autobiography ". The 
second, and last, part of the “ Fragment ” 
was printed in Eliston’s (Ross's successor) 
Almanack for 1836. It is on these two 
"fragments" that J. F. Hogan's book on 
Jorgenson, “ The Convict King", is largely 
based. 


Dr. John Lhotsky was a German doctor 
of medicine, who, before coming to Australia 
in 1832, had travelled extensively in Brazil. 
He seems to have been a rather unprincipled 
adventurer, writing journalistic articles on 
his travels and selling the specimens he 
collected. For a time, during the eighteen- 
thirties, he was a medical officer for the 
Van Diemen's Land Government, stationed 
at Port Arthur. In the letter file at Kew 
is the first part of a printed pamphlet en- 
titled “Information for the People, No. 1, 
Sketches of Tasman's Peninsula ", a roman- 
ticised account of a journey he made through 
the bush there, * printed for the Proprietor 
by J. M. Short, Argyle St". Presumably 
sent to Hooker by Gunn as a sample of 
Lhotsky's work, it has neither literary nor 
sclentific merit. 


On the head of the letter is written, appa- 
rently by Hooker, “ Book on Skins/Reece’s 
Bird Guide". Onthe page containing Gunn's 
" Wants", Hooker has also inserted a few 
more items and puts ticks against those that 
presumably were sent. 


This letter was enclosed in No. 2 of the 
two boxes of plants he had packed’ for 
Hooker, and with it went his list of speci- 
mens numbered to agree with the duplicates 
he kept in his own herbarium. 


The 443 specimens of flowering plants in 
Box No. 1 are listed in their natural orders 
according to Jussieu's system, beginning with 
the order Ranunculaceae in the Dicotyle- 
dones. These are followed by the Monoco- 
tyledones, including many orchids. Another 
set of numbers: (1 to 50) is used for the 
“ Acotyledones "—the Cryptogamic plants, 
mainly ferns and mosses. This box contained 
duplicates of plants he had already sent to 
Hooker, and the numbers are by no means 


consecutive. Mostly they are simply given 
the generic name (or what Gunn thinks it 
is), sometimes with a query, e.g., “ —Sam- 
bucus (?) 19”; some have simply a number, 
e.g., ——'16"; while against some others he 
appends descriptive notes. The full anno- 
tated list is printed as an appendix. 


LETTER 134. 


Launceston V.D.L. 6th May 1835. 
My dear Sir, 

I have just had the pleasure of putting on 
board the ship * Janet " of London, T. C. Mathe- 
son, Master, Three boxes to your address, care 
of John Ker Esqe. Asst. Seey. to the Commis- 
sioners of Custom's London,— io whom I have 
also this day enclosed “ Bill of Lading" for 
the same, and sineerely trust they will all reach 
you in good order.— 


Box N. 1 Contains a large eolleetion of dupli- 
eates to my former Nos from 1 to 443.— also 
Ferns and all the aeotyledonous Plants, whieh 
are this season very few— 

Box N. 2 Contains Specimens of New Nos 
from 444 to 630 both inelusive— and a prodigi- 
ous long letter, and sheets of Remarks, to whieh 
I refer.— 


Box N. 3 Contains skins of Birds.— I should 
not have sent these to you as I consider them of 
trifling value and badly preserved, but they were 
principally left by the late Robt. W. Lawrence, 
and intended for you and I have therefore so 
far fulfilled his wish in sending them.— I have 
added of my own collecting a Pelican of the 
River Tamar, 2 Herons, one white Cockatoo, a 
parrot, some opossum & other skins of animals, 
& a few trifling odds and ends.— In my letter 
in Box No 2 ] have fully explained the cause 
of my bad suecess in Bird collecting from the 
want of a Skinner as I have neither time nor 
skill to attend to it, but hope soon to remedy 
this 


I have so fully explained everything in my 
long letter before alluded to that I have little 
to add in this. I am astonished you had not 
received a very long letter I wrote to you 
reporting the melancholy and sudden death of 
our worthy friend Robert W. Lawrenee previous 
to your sending your last letter, dated 5th 
April, 1834. He died on 18th October 1833 at 
Formosa suddenly, being found dead in his 
bed.— His young and worthy wife had died 
after giving birth to a daughter a few weeks 
previous— Poor Lawrence dying on the first 
anniversary of his marriage aged 26.— A more 
worthy and kind hearted man never existed, and 
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I deeply deplore his loss— to me irreparable— 
as I have not now a single soul to speak to 
about Plants, or to excite niy emulation— He 
was enthusiastie in the pursuit of all branches 
of Natural History. 


I am much afraid my last letter to you has 
also gone to the bottom.— I wrote very fully 
to you as also to Mr. Murray acknowledging 
the safe arrival of your various packages &c — 
by the steam-boat “Tamar” in September, 
1834.— and sent my letters to you (as well as 
many others) by the “ Cleopatra " which was the 
last vessel for the season from this Colony.— 
and I see by a late newspaper that she was 
totally wrecked on the Falkland Islands on her 
voyage home— She sailed from Hobart Town 
on 25 Septemr. last.— I have not heard whether 
the mail was saved— if not, my letters are 
gone.— l cannot now repeat the contents— 
beyond stating that your Books reached me 
quite safe and have delighted me since beyond 
measure, Your " Tour in Iceland " in a separate 
parcel was also duly delivered by Captn. Wales 
of the “Tamar”, who as an old acquaintance 
took every care of things entrusted to his charge. 
The plants having been between 8 and 9 months 
on board the vessel, you may suppose that they 
were almost wholly rotten, as were also Mr. 
Lawrence's, the Bulbs, being hardier; came 
almost wholly safe; only the tenderest being 
destroyed; but in the larger box, the iron wire, 
and wooden tallies were as rotten as the 
plants.— It is excessively annoying after the 
immense trouble which had been taken to 
lose so valuable a collection.— the Seeds sent 
to Mr. Lawrence & myself were also totally 
destroyed from the ignorance or carelessness 
of the packer who placed a large quantity of 
pulpy hips, haws, holly berries, &c. in each 
package and these; being wrapped in oil skin 
which prevented evaporation, communicated 
damp & niouldiness to all the rest, so that on 
arrival here even the cones of the Pines were 
so rotten as to crumble to pieces, nuts, &c. &c. 
in a like state.—Captn Wales had them in his 
Cabin the whole voyage so that no blame could 
by possibility fall upon him.— I only hope Mr. 
Murray will not be discouraged but continue 
sending as often as his time and conveniences 
offer,— and as an inducement I have now got 
ready to send him by next vessel about 230 
packets of seeds— many new and not before 
sent by me.— I shall put them up with the 
greatest care.— I shall at the same time send 
packages to Mr Cooper of Wentworth House 
and Mr. Short of Nottingham, but not so large 
or numerous. 


In your letter to me and elsewhere you 
address Mr Thomas Scott— as Dr. Thos. Scott.— 
He is not a Doctor but merchant in Launces- 


ton.— I would not make this Remark to you 
but there is a Dr. James Scott who will get the 
credit of any he may have sent to you— and I 
sce Backhouse in his “ Index Plantarum " (which 
l sent you in one of the boxes,) also blunders 
and gives a Mr. J. W. Scott credit for having 
sent you those sent by our mutual & worthy 
friend Mr Thomas Seott, Merchant.— Mr. J. W. 
Scott is an ignorant man in Hobart Town but 
an indefatigable collector of seeds 

[possibly a line missing. Crossing begins.) 
by which he earns a [ ] Scott’s business 
as a Merchant has prevented his [continuing] 
his natural taste for plants but I owe him much 
as my introducer to you— as | believe he was 
also of the late Mr Lawrence. 


lf nothing occurs in the way of business to 
alter my wishes it is my present intention 
to forward you my Collections more frequently 
than I have recently done— as it is too much 
labour to arrange a very large box-ful I am 
exceedingly anxious to receive your farther 
notes upon the Plants I sent Home, vizt. the 
natural orders after “ Stackhouseae "— And I 
hope you will find the plants as you go on 
presenting an equal No. of new ones.— 

l shall be most happy to hear from you as 
frequently as possible. 


[Having closed. his letter, Gunn added]— 


Your last letters recd, by me — are dated 
Glasgow 27 Decr. 1833 and 10 January 1834.— 
and an introductory letter by Mr. Short dated 
3rd. Mareh — And another from Mr. Cooper 
dated 5th April 1834. 


In Box No. 1. I have placed a small packet 
containing two alman:cks similar to those I 
sent to you — which I shall feel obliged by 
your forwarding :o my Brother in Edinburgh 
as addressed. 


'This letter arrived in Britain on 20th 
October, 1835. 


Dr. James Seott was the man for whom 
the convict artist, W. B. Gould, made the 
botanical drawings referred to previously. 


The “ Tasmanian Colonist’, of 24th June, 
1834, notes that, “Mr. J. W. Scott, our 
industrious native seed collector, collecting 
with deserved encouragement, has just ship- 
ped a large collection to the Royal Gardens 
at Kew, and is now making a similar collec- 
tion for the Royal Dublin Society ". 
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In his next letter, Gunn quotes from a 


letter he had received from James Back- 


house. 


It shows, too, his interest in new 


scientific discoveries, particularly those that 
might assist his botanical studies. 


LETTER [ il: 


Launceston, Van Diemen's Land 
29th June 1835. 
My dear Sir, 


I am induced again to write to you from an 
itch I have this day for scribling, and also from 
the want of any one nearer with whom to 
exchange thoughts, opinions, &c.— I have just 
sent on board the ship " Bolina" to London, 
hy which this letter goes, a case addressed to 
Mr. Ker, London containing three smaller boxes 
of seeds, vizt. for Mr Murray, Mr Cooper & 
Mr Short.— The two latter gentlemen gave me 
no address via London, to which port all vessels 
go, so that I have trespassed on your friend 
Mr. Ker to open the case and despatch the 
three smaller boxes as addressed.— Mr Murray's 
contains about 252 papers of Seeds of V.D.L. 
24 of kinds just recd from James Backhouse 
who collected them on Norfolk Island. and one 
paper of the seeds of the “ Prangos” of Thibet, 
said by Loudon in his Enc. of Plants P.1070— 
to be the most productive forage Plant in the 
world.— If Mr Murray grows it— I will trouble 
him for some back again.— From the number of 
seeds I have now sent him I am certain you 
will lave many novelties and I have requested 
him to sow some of all; as however similar 
many may be to those of New South Wales— 
I still suspeet not a few will be different though 
closely allied species—From our friend Back- 
house I look for much information, if he has 
time.— He wrote an interesting letter from 
Sydney which I recd. a few days ago— He had 
just returned from a visit [to?] Norfolk Island 
which is the penal] Colony of New South Wales 
& V.D.L. to which the worst twice & thrice 
convicted felons are sent.— The Island is how- 
ever itself a lovely spot. I cannot do better 
than subjoin an extract from Backhouse’s letter 
fo me.— “We (alluding to himself and his 
fellow missionary Mr Walker both of the Society 
of Friends) have been much interested with our 
visit to Norfolk Island; which is a beautiful 
spot by nature. Altingia exeelsa towers like 
spires over all other trees, and attains 150 to 
200 ft. in height, & I measured one 298 ft in 
circumference at 4 ft. up. The next tree in 
magnitude is Hibiscus (Lagunia) Patersonii 
which though a low shrub on the declivities of 
the Island to the sea, is, in some places, 80 to 
100 ft. high; and I measured one (not the 


largest I have seen, but I happened at this time 
to have the measuring tape in my pocket) 164 ft. 
in cireumference. The Island is a series of 
small basaltie Hills with narrow vallies, covered 
with rich red soil; their points and the lower 
part of the vallies are open, & covered with 
coarse grass,— Lemon & Guava trees, scattered 
about like Thorns & hazels, Grape Vines, & 
Figs, as well as Lemons, Guavas & Cape Goose- 
berries have escaped from the gardens of the 
former Settlers, & gained a possession which 
they will long retain in spite of all efforts 
to reduce them. The upper portion of the 
gullies and hills are generally covered with 
wood, for the most part a completely different 
race to the trees of V.D.L. The opening of 
these gullies into the grassy mounds is generally 
marked by quantities of tree-ferns (Alsophila 
exeelsa) of tall stature, exposing fair crests ‘o 
the sun:— Charlwoodia australis (Dracaena) 
with its branches terminated by heads of sedgy 
looking leaves, is also to be seen a little farther 
up the hills in these situations. One small 
ridge [on?] the N. part of the Island rises into 
a mount which is estimated at 1,200 ft above 
the sea, but the Lemon has in this fine climate, 
where the thermometer ranges from 65° to 85° 
of Fahrn., ascended to the very summit, where 
it grows among the native trees," The above 
interesting sketch is aceompanied by various 
other matters — Among other things he men- 
tions, that, of the Solanum laeiniatum of N.S.W., 
the fruit is [edible?] whereas that of V.D.L. (my 
No. 376) is not at all so.— I wrote to you on 
6th. May 1835 P. “Janet” to London, and at 
the same time sent two cases of dried specimens 
of Plants and one of Bird & other skins— (the 
latter not in very good order.)— all of whieh 
I trust will have reached you long before this 
will.— In one of the cases I also sent you a 
prodigious long letter which would occupy you 
no small time to get through.— I have during 
the last four weeks fallen in with a bird-skinner, 
& have accordingly occupied a few leisure hours 
in shooting all the species of small birds near 
town — l have already got about 24 species 
well done, and of some of the kinds three or 
more specimens— I note the colour of the iris, & 
other matters but am afraid from my town 
residence, that I shall be unable to enlighten you 
much on the habits, migrations &c &c, however— 
I shall do my best.— 


[Crossing] 


Would it not be as well for the future for 
me to send all seeds to your address instead of 
to Mr. Murray, as should Mr Murray by any 
chance leave the Botanic Garden, my boxes 
being addressed to him would become his private 
property instead of that of the Garden.— ! 
merely hint this to you.— You will find on all 
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or most of my seeds corresponding Nos to the 
specimens sent to you which will enable you 
to give correct names to Mr Murray, and may 
also assist you as a means of examining the 
seed vessel.— I read in a copy of “ White’s 
Selbourne" edited by Captn. Brown P. 266— 
of an instrument ealled a Sympiesometer for 
measuring the altitude of mountains invented 
by Mr Adie 58 Prinees St. Edinburgh — Could 
you ascertain the price for me? The altitiude 
of mountains here would be interesting as fixing 
the localities of certain Plants, and might 
convey useful information for their treatment 
at Home.— 


I find that I have only sent you the flowers 
of one sex of No 452. I fortunately got some 
of the others in Mr Lawrence’s collection of 
Plants, — which I shall send home next season— 
both Nos 452 & 173 are dioceous.— I also have 
strong reason to believe that most of the speci- 
mens I have sent Home to you this season as 
No. 54 Clematis blanda are another quite dis- 
tinct species, & which will make four species 
that exist here.— You will pereeive a great 
differenee in the leaves which are never alter- 
nate— The habit of the Plant is also different — 
having a niore prostrate growth and in a 
different soil to my No 54 of 1832—I however 
merely call your attention to the point — I 
have sent Lindley some of the same this season 
as duplieates of 54. I shall however closely 
observe them this season. 


[and adds as a postscript]— 


Hoping that I am not troubling you too much 
I am extremely anxious for a continuation of 
the names of the Plants from the Nat. Ord. 
'** Stackhousiae " — onwards — 
Another want.— I saw an acct. of an instrument 
for taking views upon an improved principle 
better than the Camera Obseura ealled * Burge's 
Patient Paneidolon" wil you report upon it— 
price, &e. &c. 


376. Solanum aviculare Forst.—(the Kan- 
garoo Apple, though Backhouse 
says it is edible). 


452. Plagianthus sidoides Hook. 
173. Sida pulchella Bonpl. ex DC., i.e. Plagi- 


anthus pulchellus (Bonpl) A. 
Gray. 

54, Clematis blanda Hook, i.e., C. aristata 
R.Br. 


By Altingia excelsa, Backhouse obviously 
refers to the Norfolk island Pine Araucaria 
heterophylla (Salisb.) Franco. The letter 


was landed at Deal on 5th December and 
reached Glasgow two days later. 


Attempts to establish the identity of 
Gunn's “ bird-skinner " have been unsuccess- 
ful. Gunn was evidently hoping to get as 
assigned servant a convict taxidermist as 
soon as one arrived in a prison ship. The 
State Archives of Tasmania report that 
between March and August, 1835, the only 
prison ship arriving was the “ George the 
Third ", which was wrecked in D'Entrecas- 
teaux Channel with great loss of life. Of 
the 81 surviving convicts, not one was a 
taxidermist, nor were any of them assigned 
to Gunn. It therefore seems more likely that 
the man Gunn *fell in with" was a free 
man or possibly an ex-convict taxidermist. 
He seems to have served Gunn well for 
several years. 


In the Launceston Museum is a case con- 
taining some forty species of beautifully- 
mounted Tasmanian birds. A note in the 
writing of Mr. H. H. Scott, curator of the 
museum from 1898 to 1938, says it is the 
work of a convict done a hundred years ago. 
Could this have been  Gunn's “ bird- 
skinner "? 


The next three letters to Hooker are from 
Thomas Keir Short, of Nottingham, and tell 
their own story. 


LETTER 161. 


Martin Hall Feb 17th 


My Dear Sir 


I have great pleasure in informing you, that 
I have just received a letter from R. C. Gunn 
Esqr in answer to the one I sent, accompanied 
with a box of seeds and your kind letter of 
introduction, which he kindly acknowledges. It 
bears date Sept 16th 1834. He is now forming 
a General Botanic Collection of plants Govern- 
ment will not aid him, so we must do all we 
can for him & the Seianee. He is much in wants 
of a few books on botany; tell me what will 
be of most use to him. In the box, I sent a 
few odd numbers of the various periodicals I 
could pick upp. If you can give me a list in 
that way I shall be much obliged. 


Mr Gunn informs me that I shall shortly 
receive a box of the Terrestrial Orchidae of the 
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Island he will send us seeds & roots at every 
opportunity he has; and I shall return it as often 
as I can. 


If you have any letters to send I will enclose 
them as I send a box to him next month. If you 
would like to see the letter you can, if you 
will return it to me after you have read it, I 
ean send it in about a week or 10 days as I 
intend sending Joseph the insects I promised 
which I hope will arrive safe. 


With respeets to Mrs H— and your family, 
I remain yours truly 
Thomas Keir Short 
To 
Dr Hooker P.B. 
Glascow. 


This letter was addressed to Bath Street 


and by the postmarks reached Glasgow on 
18th February, 1835. 


LETTER 162. 


Martin Hall 


March 17th 1835 
Dear Sir, 


When you have read this letter you will think 
that I am one of the most restless and change- 
able beings on earth. The day after I wrote 
to you I received a letter from my Cousin in 
Van Diemen and I am going to join him their, 
I am quite ready & sail by the Loyds 400 tons 
from London on the 10th of April The cause of 
my informing you is if it is not to much trouble 
& presumption to request a letter of introduction 
to Mr Gunn, as I intend residing on the Laun- 
eeston side of the Island. I have sent him a box 
of seeds which sailed by the Rubicon from 
London on the 15th of this month: I informed 
him that I was comeing. I have not bcen idle 
in getting a eolleetion of seeds, I have got in 
the 1st plaee 87 varieties of Vegetable seeds 
of Skizanthus, Coleeolarias, Clarkias, Collomias, 
Penstanions, lpomias, Asters, Larkspers, Pines, 
Furs, Ilex, Oaks, Elms, Rhododendrons, Azalias, 
Callendrinas, Magnolias & many others to the 
amount of 381 varieties, Roots Amarillis, Cobur- 
gias, Ixias, Narcissus, 12 Cactus, 5 Staphaelias, 
& a Box of 15 kinds of Camilias & Rhododendron 
arbores and abba & which if I can get over 
alive will be a great acquisition, if it, is, not 
their already. If their are any other plants 
likely if you will mention it, I will endeavour to 
take it. I have books in abundance among 
them [Curtis ?] from the first. I intend staying 


10 years from England I shall see New Zealand 
& those Islands before I return if possible. Now 
inform me if you want dried specimens, seeds, 
roots or what & how I must send you them as 
I shall send home at every opportunity I have. 
I am going to turn my attention principally to 
sheep & the growth of wool. 


Hopeing you will give an early answer as the 
time is so short 


I remain Dear Sir 
Yours truly 
Thomas Keir Short. 


P.S. Kind respects to Mrs, H. & family. 
A few weeks later he is about to sail. 


LETTER 163. 


London April 11th 
35 
Dear Sir 


According to promis I have sent you the 
insects which I hope you will receive safe. I 
sail for vandiemans land on or about the 25 
of this month. I have taken my passage & find 
the Captin a very cleaver inteligent man. I 
shall turn my sole attention to sheep, & the 
improvement of natural history. I am likely 
to have a young man come to me next spring 
which will give me a mueh greater portion of 
time to attend to Natural history. You will 
heare from me as soon as I arrive in VDL With 
respects to Mrs Hooker & family I remain yours 


Thomas Keir Short 
Less than six months later he has arrived. 


LETTER 164. 


Launceston Oet 10th 1835 
Dear Sir 


It is with great pleasure that I have now an 
opportunity of addressing you from this fav- 
oured island. You will perhaps have seen in 
the papers the death of Mr. Cunningham the 
botanist at Sydney he was killed by the natives 
whilst upon an exploring expedition under Capt 
Mitchel. 


I have made application for the situation to 
General Bourke here & to the Colonial secritary 
at home. I have also written to the Duke of 
Neweastle or Lord Lincoln who I can depend 
on as being my friends Mr Sams the Under 
Sherif for Launceston has written to Mr Aiton 
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in my favour, so if you will be so kind as to 
exert yourself in my favour I will be very much 
obliged as I know you have such extensive 
connections. I perhaps have taken upon myself 
too great a liberty in refering the gentleman to 
you for a character i e if I am cabable to 
fill the situation which character I hope you will 
give as favourable as you can as it is a situation 
that would suit me very much indeed. Iam with 
Gunn at preasent and a most delightful com- 
panion he is we go out together on every spare 
hour we have to collect, and I can assure you 
that he has got a rieh collection of new plants 
for you since the last box came. He is very 
anxious for an answer to his last vollominious 
letter as we are quite puzzled with many of the 
plants. I am going to Port Phillip for the 
purpos of Collecting plants Birds &c &c &c I 
do not intend to settle in the colony as I find 
it will not answer my purpos it is too late in 
the day for this place so I have written home 
to inform my father that I iutend comeing back 
to England. In the meantime I devote the 
whole of the time while here to collecting 
everything & shall be obliged to remain until 
I hear from home but if I get the appointment 
at Sydney it will alter my plans and views 
alltogether. I hope and trust you will do all 
that you can towards my appointment to the 
situation at Sydney, as I could there follow up 
my persuits of naturall history in all its 
branches. My next letter will be of more 
interest than this as I have so much to write 
and so little time to do it in, that I cannot eall 
my scattered thoughts to write anything but 
about the appointment which is uppermost in my 
cranium. I have great faith in your letter 
which I showed to Colnl Arther who was anxious 
to form a Botan garden as he said but cannot 
at pressont he said that my was highly 
satisfactory & would give me the appointment 
if given to any one. 


With respect to Mrs H and family 
I remain yours 
Thomas Keir Short. 


On the back Dr. Hooker is addressed as 
“Professor Hooker LLD'", while * T.K.S." 
over “‘ V.D.L." in the lower left-hand corner 
Seems to indicate Gunn’s influence. 


Richard Cunningham (1793-1835), who 
was speared by the blacks at Dandaloo, 
N.S.W., when aceompanying an exploring 
expedition under Major Thomas Mitchell, 
was brother to the more famous botanist and 
explorer, Allan Cunningham. He was Gov- 


r 


ernment Botanist of New South Wales from 
1833 to his death. The post was then filled 
by Allan Cunningham, though, after a short 
period, he resigned. Major-General Sir 
Richard Bourke was governor of the colony 
at the time. He was evidently unimpressed 
by Mr. Short's claim to the position. 


William George Sams, born in Bucking- 
ham in 1792, arrived at Hobart Town in 
the ship “ Harvey ” in 1825. After serving 
as Under-Sheriff at Hobart Town, he was 
transferred to the same position at Launces- 
ton in 1827, where he was also Notary Public. 
He was a member of the Port Phillip Associa- 
tion and went to Port Phillip in 1836, and is 
included in Billis and Kenyon's ‘ Pastoral 
Pioneers of Port Philip". He died at 
Richmond, Victoria, in 1871. 


The following letter from R. C. Gunn to 
Hooker also reports Mr. T. K. Short's arrival 
in Van Diemen's Land. 


LETTER 28. 


Launceston 25th Septemr. 1835. 
My Dear Sir, 

Our mutual acquaintance Thomas K. Short 
Esqe. has to my no small astonishment arrived 
in V.D.L.— he writes me to say he has a letter 
for me from you, but which I have not yet 
received — I expect to see him in Launceston in 
a few days.— 


I have been at George Town within the last 
fortnight and collected a few plants, but the 
season is not far enough advanced — I found a 
beautiful Correa — resembling in leaf and 
habit C. virens, and bearing a pendulous flower 
similar to it in size, but the colour was a beauti- 
ful crimson on the upper half and green on the 
lower— the varieties were very various in colour 
& one var. I found with half the Corolla white 
& half green— very abundant — Backhouse saw 
three years ago a solitary specimen in a 
bouquet — but I could not find where it had 
been collected, and therefore entered it in the 
Index Plantarum of Ross’s Almanack as C. 
speciosa — but on reference I see the flowers 
of C. speciosa are said to be erect & figured in 
the Enc. of Plants, whereas the present are as 
completely pendulus as C. virens — You will 
receive it in my first collection & more speci- 
mens of C. Backhousiana. I also found near 
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George Town a new Tetratheca. 449. Drosera 
Menziesii, and one or two others of which I 
had not before collected specimens — My col- 
lection of Birds has now become pretty good — 
and well skinned, not similar to the miscrable 
box full I sent before, but really good, as I 
have got a bird skinner by profession now in 
my service.— I brought to town 115 specimens 
shot in a fortnight — the varieties are not very 
numerous but they will become more so— l am 
unfortunately a bad shot,— which eauses me to 
miss many birds.— I think you will be much 
pleased should they reach safe — I shall send 
them by the first vessel from Launceston.— 


] have received a good collection of specimens 
of Plants from the Hampshire Hills — which 
I will add to my first box of this season, among 
others are beautiful specimens in flower and 
fruit of my No 178 — called by you Betula 
Antartica to R.W.L. also specimens of Podo- 
carpus aspleniifolius, Carpodontus lucida, some 
new ones, and many others not easily procured 
near Launceston. 


] am very anxious for the names of the Plants 
in the Natural Orders after “ Stackhousiae ” 
which I have not yet received — I cannot 
correctly ascertain the Plant called by you 
Phebalium montanum — you have sent my 
wrong No (213) and the late R. W. Lawrence 
unfortunately retained no specimen of it (No. 
231) in his Herbarium— My specimens from 
the Mts. were that season so imperfect as to 
puzzle me sometimes now a good deal, but I 
have since pretty well replaced them. 


Should Mrs. Gunn, who has recently gone to 
Dublin, apply at any time to you for money 
you will oblige me much by not giving any— 
she has unfortunately acquired a habit of extra- 
indulgence in drinking, which after a marriage 
of ten years has reluctantly compelled me to 
send her home to her relatives in the hope of 
effecting a cure — my success is doubtful — but 
her being able to procure money would spoil 
all, and from her knowledge of our continued 
correspondence I thought it probable she might 
apply to you, and to guard against which induced 
me to write this letter— a hint to you is 
enough.— 


I had a short visit thc other day from Jorgen 
Jorgenson. 1 requested him to call again (being 
then busy) that I might enquire more fully 
into particulars, but he has not done so.— He 
was shabbily dressed and looked very miserable 
— he told me he had written to you — His 
universal character here I regret to say stands 
very low,— he is evidently a clever man, but has 
turned his talents to a wrong account.— 


178. Not traced. 


213. The “Journal of Botany" gives 
Gunn's number as 223 and Law. 
rence's as 321 for Phebalium mon- 
tanum Hook, 


449. Drosera menziesii Hook. non R.Br., 
i.e.. D. planchonii Hook.f. 


This letter has the oval Launceston post- 
mark and seems to have been landed at 
Dover on 3rd February, reaching Glasgow 
on 5th February, 1836. 


Jorgenson's visit occurred just twelve 
months after his long letter to Hooker was 
written. No doubt at the time he was look- 
ing forward to a reply that never came, and 
thought perhaps that Gunn might have some 
news of his old friend; or possibly lend him 
a helping hand. 


The next three letters to Hooker, from 
Ronald Gunn's elder brother Robert, of Edin- 
burgh, to whom he had sent the Hobart Town 
Almanaeks through Hooker, are self-explan- 
atory. At the time Robert was on the staff 
of the “ North British Advertiser". Pre- 
viously he had been on the “ Scotsman ", on 
which paper Ronald had also worked before 
going to the West Indie in 1825. 


LETTER 137. 


7 North Bank Street 
Edinburgh, 20. Nov 1835 
Sir, 

Had 1 not expected to have had an opportunity 
of thanking you personally for your kindness 
in forwarding me the parcel from my brother 
in Van Diemen's Land, I would before now have 
acknowledged its receipt, 


A. vessel will sail from Leith in about a fort- 
night, by which, I shall have occasion to send 
my brother a parcel, and shall be happy to 
forward any communication you may have for 
him.— By leaving it at our Office (The North 
British Advertiser) 112 Qucen Street, opposite 
the New Exchange, I shall rcceive it in due 
course free.— And at any time any parcel you 
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may be desirous of forwarding to your friend 
[there?], will be sent free by being placed under 
Cover to me, and sending it through our agent 
[Mr. Smeal?] as above. 


To save you trouble and unnecessary expense 
it may be as well to direct the Books from 
London to which you allude to be sent to me 
here and I shall forward them to him from 
Leith. 


Ronald sent me a Vau Dienian's Land Alman- 
ack containing among other interesting local 
information an Index of Plants indigenous to 
that lsland, but it is probable he will have 
forwarded you a copy of it also : if he has not, 
I shall be happy to give you the one he sent me. 


Ronald expresses in warm tones the manifold 
obligations he is under to you for your Kindness 
and the fostering generosity you have evinced 
towards him in his new Study; and I cannot 
help being gratified that you have deemed him 
worthy of your patronage 


I am Sir 


Your very obed. St 
Robt Gunn 


LETTER 138. 


7 N Bank St Edinr. 


4 December 1835 
Dear Sir 


Yesterday I received a parcel of books from 
Messrs. Longman & Co., and today I am fav- 
oured with your letter of the 2d. 


As the “ Mid Lothian ” will not sail for Van 
Diemen's Land from hence for some 2 or 3 
weeks, you need not put yourself to any incon- 
venience by hastily forwarding Books you pur- 
pose sending to my Brother. 


I have looked over the Books from Longman 
& Co. and I can hardly eonceive of any Publi- 
eations more calculated to improve and gratify 
the individual for whom they are intended: 
If they were your choice, they reflect much 
credit upon your judgment; if the Selection 
was his, he would seem to have known full well 
what to ask. 


Believe me 


Dear Sir 
Yours very respectfully 
Robt Gunn 


LETTER 189. 


7 N Bank Street 


Edinburgh, 29 Jany. 1836 
Dear Sir 


Your favours I duly received along with the 
various parcels of Books &e, which I packed up 
carefully in a box and forwarded pr the * Mid 
Lothian" to my brother, with the exception of 
the last small parcel you sent, which arrived 
too late; but it will be forwarded by the next 
opportunity. I shall write my brother by post, 
and will inform him that he will receive it by 
next ship along with the Book published by 
A & C Black to which you referred in your 
last. 


The Willows came safely, and Mr. Lawson 
kindly sent one of his men to see them carefully 
stowed away on board. 


A small parcel of seeds came from Mr Murray 
(I think), wrapped up in oil cloth, I gave it 
to the ship's Surgeon whom I accidentally met 
on the eve of sailing and I have little doubt 
he will take care of it. 


Well, I think my brother has been exceedingly 
fortunate in possessing thc friendship of Gentle- 
men who have possibly appreciated his humble 
endeavours beyond their merit; but of one thing 
I am assured — that he will be ever grateful 
for your Kindness. 


Believe me 
Dear Sir 
Yr very obed. st 
Robt Gunn 


We now return to letters from Van 


Diemen's Land by Ronald Gunn. 


LETTER 181. 


Launceston, 16 January 1836. 
My dear Sir, 


I shal ship to your address by the John 
Denistoun to sail in a few days from this Port 
for London— a large Case containing 330 to 
340 Skins of the Birds of this Colony— A few 
skins of Birds (19) from New Holl. and a few 
Animals and Reptile skins of this my adopted 
land.— They are packed with every care in tin 
soldered so as to resist any damp—- and a sufti- 
cient quantity of washed wool as will keep them 
from knocking about— There are only 75 
species of the V.D.L. Birds sent — but of some 
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I have sent from half a dozen to a dozen or 
two to enable you to distribute or exchange 
with naturalists. I do not expect any will be 
new, but I think some are rare— They are 
preserved in the best way and will, if they reach 
safe make amends for the Box of Odds and Ends 
last season, the remains of R. W. Lawrence's 
Collection.— I am stil busy collecting and 
will be able to send you another box-full I hope 
next season— I have in the meantime been 
delayed in writing out a few Notes of the Habits 
of the Birds, &c or it might have gone by the 
present opportunity.— My Plants are partly 
arranged, containing a few additions, but of a 
great bulk, to go by an early vessel— of which 
however I shall write more fully in my next— 
I need not express how anxious I am again to 
hear from you with the continuation of the 
names beyond Stackhousiae.— You are becom- 
ing almost as bad as Mr Lindley, who by the 
bye has not yet favoured me with an acknow- 
ledgement of my many communications.— Your 
letter by Mr T. K. Short & that Gentlenian 
arrived here together in Octr last, and with 
slight intermissions has lived with me ever 
since— I am however entre nous much disap- 
pointed. He ean give me no information in 
Botany or any other science— and his Collec- 
tion of Books though [expensive?] is very 
badly selected— His seeds ditto I have however 
nevertheless reaped considerable advantage, 
although not to the extent I looked forward 
to.— He is however a good hearted young man, 
but very ignorant of the world.— He now lives 
with nie & I find him a companion suited to join 
in my Natural History pursuits— He adds a few 
shells of V.D.L. & some Inseets, the combined 
labour of Mr W. E. Lawrenee, my youngsters 
and himself,— and I think many more may be 
expected.— 


[Crossing on first page.] 


Your Letter of Introduction by Dr Logan was 
forwarded to me by that Gentleman from Sydney 
through Alexr Mc Leay Esqe. Colonial Secretary 
there— I have not therefore seen him. I shall 
write you more fully by the vessel that takes 
the Case of Birds and I merely communicate 
thus hastily to enable you to insure it in 
England should you consider it worth while.— 


I hope my boxes by the Janet reaehed you 
safe— they contain a eonsiderable number not 
previously sent.— Mr Short has rambled a great 
deal about the Country as he is turning his 
attention to nothing but Colleeting but without 
having discovered many new Plants not already 
forwarded by me to you— He is decidely more 
in the Entomological way than any other, as of 
Plants in general he is positively more ignorant 
than myself. 


Our united labours will however I hope do 
some good to you— I shall at all events go 
iny best— I should like some of the spare Birg 
skins sent to Mr Swainson or any other eminent 
Ornithologist who you are acquainted with ang 
who might assist me in Books or authorize my 
drawing for small amounts for other matters 
wanted from England & not to be procureq 
here— Powder & shot alone are almost ruinous 
I am also very anxious for the names of the 
Birds as early as possible,— but which I suppose 
your Son can at once give me.— 


I shall write you frequently I hope with my 
collections during the next two months, ang 
also hoping soon to hear from you— 


This letter was landed at Brighton on 
20th June, 1836, and reached Glasgow two 
days later. 


William Swainson, who has been men- 
tioned in a previous letter, was an English 
zoologist, and no doubt some of Gunn's 
specimens reached him through Hooker. He 
apparently made no acknowledgment nor 
rewarded Gunn in any way for them, though, 
as a later letter suggests, he sold some of 
them to other zoologists. Gunn’s Striped 
Bandicoot, Perameles gunni Gray, 1838, was 
no doubt named in honour of its collector. 
Swainson’s own name is perpetuated in 
the native species Antechinus swainsonii 
(Waterhouse), Swainson's Pouched Mouse, 


He was also interested in botany and Gov- 
ernor Latrobe of Victoria appointed him to 
make a report, published in 1853, on the 
timber of that colony, mainly eucalypts and 
casuarinas. He presumably applied zoolo- 
gical distinctions to botanical species, for 
he made 1530 species or varieties of euca- 
lypts, 201 pines, and 213 species of casuar- 
inas. He died in New Zealand in 1855. 


Gunn’s news of Mr. Short’s activities is 
followed by a letter from that gentleman him- 
self. 
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LETTER 165. 


Launceston 
1836 

My dear Sir 

It is with great pleasure that it is now in my 
power to send you a few specimens of natural 
history they are few in number but perhaps 
they may be acceptable as some of them may 
be new. In looking over the list of Inseets 
No 4 is the only one that possesses anything 
peculiar & that is the strong scent it produce 
when crushed. I have some spirits of wine 
that they were collected in that still possesses 
n most powerfull scent & the bottle has been 
uneorked the last six weeks. I shall be able 1 
hope to send you more another time as I posses 
no more Duplicates tho previously I collected 98 
species, which is much in comparison with the 
number the colou possess but non of them are 
remarkahle for beauty. I have yet only had 
one vissit to the sea coast for the purpos of 
collecting Conchological specimens at which 
time I collected 44 species but I found that I 
had only duplicates of about 16 which ] have 
sent you & will send more when I am able to 
get them which will be soon as I am going to 
Flinders Island immediately. No 9 is a beautiful 
shell & very difficult to get perfect although I 
was fortunate in geting as perfect as those I 
send you. Nos, 16, 17. 18. 19. 20, all from the 
River Mersey salt water. 43 is the shell the 
natives make their necklaces off, they string 
them & then emerse in a oil they procure from 
the Penguin & then hold them in damp grass 
over the fire to steam them by this process they 
remove the Epedermis As regards plants these 
[«re?] placed with those Gunn sends you (which 
by the by he has not sent you in this lot but 
wil follow) I let him place them with his on 
condition that if anything new he places my 
name to it so you may know, of which I am 
very tenacious. I shall go down to Emu bay 
for the purpos of Collecting the Gunnea aus- 
tralis which I hope to have the honour of bring- 
ing to England, with me as well as all the other 
varieties of Orchidae of which I have got a 
great quantity which I hope will be before many 
months if I do not get the situation of Botanist 
at Sydney, which Bourk refuses to give me, 
though I hope I shall not be refused at home 
as I have powerful interest particularly with 
the Tory interest. I am sure you will be pleased 
with the Birds Gunn has sent you they are the 
hest lot of skins I ever saw you must bear in 
mind that I have nothing to do with them 
further than add to the collection a few speci- 
niens he had not but I shall be able to replace 
them I hope, as I let you have the only specimen 
that I possessed. I have sent a box of skins to 


Professor Ronnel of London for the purpos of 
geting their names & geting as many friends 
(scientific) as 1 can. I have also sent a collec- 
tion of dried plants to the Linnaean society but 
I do not think they will be of much use to 
them as they possess them Dr Lindley has beha- 
vourd in a most ungentlemanly manner to Gunn 
who has sent him two good collections of plants 
and in return has not even condecended to 
acknowledge the receipt of them, nor sent books 
nor anything else. it is just the same way he 
treated me except that he honoured me with a 
very scurrilous letter which I never did nor will 
answer Mr Gunn is anxious that you should 
send some of your specimens to Swainson for 
the purpos of naming them. I do not know 
weather he has mentioned it in his letter but he 
has to me several times, as I and Gunn keep 
the same numbers in all our pursuits, it makes 
it much better as your letter & numbers agree 
with all the collections that I send to England. 
Gunn has got a very good correspondant at the 
Cape Barron Ludwick (or some such name) 
who has sent a collection of 300 seeds to him. 
the cape bulbs fiourish in a most surprising 
manner we have the ixias 3 & 5 ft high with 
spikes of flowers on them 14 inches long. Ishall 
attempt to bring home the Grasstree & the 
Tree fern if it is possible to be done with care 
and attention I hope to manage. We are much 
in want of rains the crops have suffered much, 
but are now mostly cut, & housed: the weather is 
dreadfully hot the thermometer has been 110 
in the shade from the hot winds. 


[Crossing first page.] 


I am fear full that I shall be under the necessity 
of returning to England earlier than I antici- 
pated as 1 have received the melloncholy intele- 
gence of the death of a beloved brother who 
died in Batavia from which circumstance I 
expect my father wil] summons me home before 
I complete my collection as I should wish. I 
have written to the Linnaean society for the 
purpos of becoming a member and as it is 
requisite that some 2 or 3 fellows should sign 
the certifieate I have taken the Liberty of 
mentioning your name as one who I think 
would do it. I have other friend who will do 
it but I prefer your name to others as it is my 
intention to devote the whole of my life for 
the future to scientific researches and I shall 
if I live perhaps have the presumption to 
become a candidate for a professores chair; by 
this you will see that I am not lacking in 
ambition. since I began this letter to you a 
friend has sent me a lot of Insects which I 
have enelosed more than I intended but I would 
have sent more if I could have got cork, for 
the box as it is I find I can get nothing but 
New Zealand pine and it is as hard as oak wood, 
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if you wood send Gunn and I some picces of 
cork we could manage it better as it is I shall 
wait & bring them with me when I rcturn home, 
I must beg of your son to reserve any duplicates 
of insects or shells as I intend to make as large 
a collection as I possibly ean ] am particularly 
fond of conchology & have got a fine collection 
of shells I must apologise for this letter which 
I would have written anew after I reed the 
supply of insects but I had not time as the 
vessel is to clear out tomorrow I have not 
time those insects marked in the list with red 
ink are the last I reccived, they are from 
Lawrance, who is making a collection of them 
for you now if you could send Gunn [and?] I 
a box like the one you sent Lawrence we could 
collect a great number of insects as it is I 
have only cork for my own boxes. I must com- 
clude witk regards to Mrs Hooker, your family 
& sclf 


Hoping the box will arrive safe 
I remain Dear Sir 


yours 
Thomas Keir Short. 
“ John 


Gunn's next letter went in the 


Denistoun " with the animal and bird speci- 


mens. 


It seems probable that the Striped 


Bandicoot that bear's Gunn's name was sent 


Hit 


this time. 


LETTER [ ] 


Launceston, Van Diemen's Land. 


5th February, 1836. 
My dear Sir, 


I have this day shipped on hoard of the ship 
“John Denniston” bound to London a Case of 
Specimens in Natural History to your address— 
I have enclosed Bill of Lading to Joln Ker 
Esqe. London, to whose care the case is in- 
seribed,— The John Dennistoun sails tomorrow 
from Launceston, and will most probably be 
out of the River in a week, so that I hope they 
will reach you safe and soon— the ease is lined 
with tin and I have taken cvery precaution by 
packing every specimen in paper and wool 
between, to prevent any from rubbing or getting 
otherwise injured— Lots of camphor and spirits 
of Turpentine have also been put in the box 
so that I think they will be found perfectly 
free from insects— As some of the specimens 
of birds, lizards, &c. are small, and already 
jamed in all corners I wonld recommend much 
caution in the unpacking, also to prevent the 
number being lost, or torn off, I put in the box 


a List of every specimen, its sex, when shot, &e 
also some sheets of Remarks on the habits of the 
birds, the colour of their eyes, legs, &c and any 
other particulars that I have been able to pick 
up, but which my present employment and town 
residence is very unfavourable to.— Of the 
specimens of animals I had not time to say 
anything, but will do so by my next box— some 
Reptiles, a few Birds from New IIolland, also 
some Insects and Shells from Mr Short are 
added— The case is a good size— but you 
must judge for yourself when you see it.— 4 
also have written a long letter which is attached 
to the notes,— and to which I more particularly 
refer you.— 


i Mr Short continues to live with mc, but starts 
in about a fortnight for New Zcaland— he will 
be there about five wecks, and return in the 
same vessel to Launceston— It is a bad season 
to eolleet plants in flower, but he may obtain 
a few specimens in fruit— and some of the 
seeds may bc desireablc— His favourite pursuit 
however appears to bc conchology, in which he 
may be more successful at New Zealand 


i I have been much delayed from various causes 
in getting my Plants ready for you, but do not 
think I shall be many weeks iate.— It will be a 
large lot.— 


The plate 3396 of the Botanical Mag. “ Plagi- 
anthus sidoides " is my No. 459? — and you may 
not be aware that both 452 and my 173 are 
dioecious, a strange circumstance in Malvaceae— 
the anthers of one sex being quite barren — In 
my last box I believe I sent specimens of one 
sex only of 542 but this season I procured the 
other and will forward them to you as also a 
new species from near Campbell Town.— There 
are many other notes I shall send you with the 


Plants, but in the meantime keep this letter for 
the Birds— 


In the box are 333 skins of V.D.L. Birds of 
5 species— 19 skins of Birds obtained from 
New Holland not skinned by self.— 11 Animals— 
2 Snakes, 2 Guanas, 3 lizards, 1 Bat, 2 Sea 
Hedge hogs (a fish)— 1 frog— which I believe 
is all— saving and except Shorts addition.— I 
shall be anxious to hear from you at all times 
and more particularly with the names— and any 
Books — As the mail P. John Denniston closes in 
half an hour I must hastily conclude. 


7 


N.B. The colour of the Iris of No. 17 — Blue 
winged Parrokect — is dark brown to black — I 
had not before noted it.— A case or two of wide 
mouthed bottles, with glass stoppers, or Corks 
would be useful for snakes, fish, &e if you wish 
for any — or some other person may R.C.G. 
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Written sideways as a note at the head of 
the first page are these notes in Hooker's 


hand— 
Sent in Jun 1836/Nos. 7-11 of Comp. to Bot. 


Mag./Brit. Fl. ed.3/Cryptog. Parts 1 & 2 / Con- 
pend. ed Hook./Plates 1-44 of Ic. Pl Rai. Lithogr/ 
Sir W. J. and son/ Soe. for promot. of Useful 
Knowledge— Thomas’s Chemistry/ 


452, Plagianthus sidoides Hook. 
173. P. pulchellus (Bonpl.) A. Gray. 


542. Frenela australis R.Br. ex Endl., i.e., 
Callitris oblonga, Rich.—the Native 
Cypress . His new species was pos- 
sibly C. tasmanica—the Oyster Bay 
Pine. 


The letter was landed at Dover on 13th 
July, 1836, and arrived in Scotland two days 


later. 


The list of birds and animals mentioned is 
not in the file. Hooker no doubt sent it 
with the specimens to the ornithologists and 
zoologists who examined them. 


Gunn’s next letter, though written from 
Launceston, bears a new address, denoting 
his appointment as Police Magistrate to 
Circular Head. Written at the head is— 


My present address is / Ronald C Gunn Esqe./ 
Poliee Magistrate/Circular Head, V.D.L. 


LETTER 182. 


Launceston, Van Diemen's Land 
2nd September 1836 
My dear Sir, 

Three of your letters have reeently come to 
hand as also the Box of Books which I hasten 
to acknowledge and tender you my sincere 
thanks for.— 


I am now on a hurried visit to Launceston for 
two or three days and have been unable either 
to look over the Books or carefully peruse your 
letters— but shall do so immediately after my 
return to Circular Head— the bustle attendant 
on my removal from Launceston, and getting 
settled at Circular Head has prevented me 


writing you earlier or forwarding the eolleetion 
of Plants | have now got nearly ready for you— 
Short purposes returning to England in about 
six weeks and I shall avail myself of his going 
to send you I hope all my Collections to the 
present time.—Mr. Short has just returned from 
New Zealand where however his Collections have 
been in my opinion inconsiderable— He is very 
indolent as a eolleetor and always begs or 
purchases in preference.— He has been living 
much with me & now goes down to Cireular 
Head where I have had his books.— He is really 
supremely ignorant, vain & coneeited and al- 
though we agree very well together, I must say 
that I have scldom met with a young man who 
has seen so much of the world and benefited 
so little by his experienecs, He has been extra- 
vagant out here and I am now obliged to 
procure him the funds (about £150) to go to 
England or otherwise he would have been a dead 
weight & no assistanee to me.— I must also 
caution you in reeeiving all his Botanical & Nat. 
Hist. information as also that relating to these 
Colonies in general cum gran salis — He is not 
particular in matters of fact— Indecd his indul- 
genee in the marvellous, &e &c has prevented 
his acquiring many true friends out here— I have 
been enabled to sift out some of his better 
qualities, and by making allowance for all the 
rest, manage him well, but others have failed — 
indeed Short has in many points reason to be 
thankful that he became known to me — as I 
hardly know what he would otherwise have 
done.— all this is for your own information and 
I only conccived it neeessary to inform you upon 
these points lest you might be indueed to 
publish some of Mr Short's statements, whieh 
although some may be pretty eorreet, the prob- 
ability is that at lcast one half would be 
wrong— Do not however make thesc opinions 
of mine known to him as it ean do him no 
£good.— 


I have already informed you that I have been 
appointed Police Magte to the North Western 
part of V.D.L. including the Hampshire & Surrey 
Hills, Emu Bay, Cireular Head & Cape Grim 
[/nserted above in another hand (a glorious 
country, W.J.H.) ].— and 1 think I shall be able 
to send you a few noveltics— I have already 
seen two new Acacias, a new Billardiera— & 
some others.— 


I shall write you fully by the oppty Mr Short 
goes Hoine by— and until then must crave your 
patience.— 


I am in a bustle getting matters in order for 
my return and will prove an excuse for this 
hasty note— 


56 VAN DIEMEN'S LAND CORRESPONDENTS 


{He closes and adds]— 


Dr Lindley's explanation has been most satis- 
factory and I shall write him fully by first 
oppty. 


On his leaving Launceston Gunn was pre- 
sented with a snuff box with this inscription 
on it— 


* Presented to R. C. Gunn Esq. by his 
friends in the Northern Division of the 
island of V.D. Land, as a token of their 
regard and esteem, as also to mark their 
sense of his obliging and upright con- 
duct as Superintendent of Convicts at 
Launceston ". 


The next letter, from Jorgen Jorgenson, 
acquaints Sir William Jackson Hooker of the 
departure of the island's governor, Colonel 
Arthur. 


LETTER 203. 


Hobarton, Van Diemen's Land 


28 October 1836. 
Sir, 

I seize this opportunity, our present Lieu- 
tenant Governor Colonel Arthur leaving this 
Colony after a reign of nearly thirteen years, 
to write to you. I wrote about two years since 
to you, and one subsequently, but have not been 
favoured with any replies.— I however heard 
from Mr Gunn that you had not altogether 
forgotten me. I had the heart-felt satisfaction 
of observing in some of our publie journals 
that your Sovereign has bestowed on you those 
honors which you so justly merit. Nothing 
could afford me greater gratification than receiv- 
ing some few lines from you er’e the grave 
closes either upon you or me.— Colonel Arthur 
will deliver this letter or rather the parcel con- 
taining it to Mr Thomas Chisholme Anstey, a 
young gentleman of the most splendid qualities, 
now studyfng the law in London.— He is the 
son of Mr Thomas Anstey of this Colony, a 
very wealthy gentleman, and large proprietor 
of land.— He is a member of the Legislative 
Council— a Magistrate— Coroner— and Diree- 
tor of the Derwent Bank.— To me, since my 
stay in this Colony, he has been a steady friend 
and patron. I shall request Mr J. C. Anstey 
to enclose my letter to you under cover, and 
should be happy through him to hear from you.— 


As our Governor is about leaving us I shall 
endeavour to furnish you with some outlines of 
this gentleman's character and career.— Colonel 
Arthur’s administration merits partieular atten- 
tion, and the Statesman may derive a lesson 
from contemplating on the amazing progress 
the Colony has made through the perseverance 
and prudence of a single man.— The genius of 
Colonel Arthur's government is not developed 
at a hasty glanee, but should we proceed on- 
wards and gradually we shall have room for 
cool reflection, and that reflection will lead us 
on till we find ourselves astonished at what a 
single individual can achieve, who is highly 
gifted, and endued with courage, patience, and 
equanimity of temper.— All these we have 
found in Colonel Arthur, and each sueceeding 
year has in a higher degree unfolded the powers 
of his mind.— Now that he is on the eve of 
quitting our shores for ever there is a sort of 
gloom hanging over us which is not easily 
described. 

The Colonists have come forward in a most 
extraordinary manner, in numberless addresses, 
to express their sense of Colonel Arthur’s merit 
and services. Independent of which the large 
sum of £1500 has been raised by subscription 
for a service of plate to His Excellency.— 


What I have here stated is merely a simple 
tribute 1 eannot help offering to the memory 
of a gentleman who may in the justest sense 
be styled the founder of the Colony, whether 
we consider the vast improvements made during 
his administration — general education, and 
prison discipline.— 


I could write a great deal more, but as I am 
uncertain whether you take any interest in 
matters of this kind, or whether my communiea- 
tions are well reeeived, I shall conelude with 
subseribing myself your 

most obedient Servant 
and sincere welwisher 
J Jorgenson. 


Sir William Jackson Hooker. 


Mr. T. C. Anstey, through whom the Jetter 
reached Sir William, was the son of Mr. 
Thomas Anstey, owner of the Anstey Barton 
estate near Oatlands, in the Tasmanian Mid- 
lands. Thomas Anstey senior had befriended 
Jorgenson after he had left the Van Diemen’s 
Land Company’s service, and obtained for 
him the post of constable for the Oatlands 
district. Here Jorgenson was in charge 
of roving bands that tried to maintain order 
between the blacks and the white settlers. 
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Although, since Arthur was its bearer, it 
was diplomatic to speak well of him in 
the letter, Jorgenson evidently had a high 
opinion of the ex-governor. In the second 
part of his “Fragment of an Autobio- 
graphy ", published in Eliston’s (formerly 
Ross’s) “Hobart Town Almanack” for 
1836, he devotes a section to a description 
of the departure of Colonel Arthur, “ His 
Excellency’s Lady and their interesting 
family of twelve children ", praising Arthur 
and belittling his enemies. Jorgenson 
shrewdly observes that these enemies that 
at first fawned on the new governor, Sir 
John Franklin, were soon in a faction against 
him, too. 


Gunn’s next three letters, all sent by 
different vessels, in November, 1836, advise 
of the early despatch of another box of plant 
specimens. In the first, marked private, he 
gives Hooker his present opinion of Mr. 
Short’s character; in the second and third, 
following advice from Launceston, his 
opinion of Short, who was returning to 
England with Gunn’s assistance, has wors- 
ened considerably. 


LETTER 180. 


PRIVATE 


Circular Head 10th Novr 1836. 
My dear Sir, 

] have at last got my plants ready— but have 
been quit2 unable to get them P. Guiana— but 
they will leave by the first vessel from Launces- 
ton in Decemr— The new Nos amount to above 
150.— and some good specimens of the older 
numbers.— As a collection altogether it is 
good.— 


Mr T. K. Short proceeds to England in the 
Guiana, and has done little good in these 
Colonies.— He spent all the means he possessed 
in the most foolish manner, and would have 
become a burden on me had I not shipped him 
off— As he had not the means— I procured 
him the loan of £200, becoming security for its 
repayment, for which he has given a draft on 
his father and which I hoped he will see duly 
honoured.— Mr Short appeared utterly devoid of 
application — to make money or earn a liveli- 
hood appeared to him impracticable— and all 


he aimed at was notoriety as a great Naturalist 
& Traveller His collections he always purchased 
where possible, and all his other information he 
principally gleaned from me by copying my 
various memoranda on Birds & Plants— But 
even with that assistance so liitle research does 
he himself posses that I would recommend much 
caution in your publishing or acting upon 
information received from him.— His ignorance 
can only be equalled by his vanity and assump- 
tion of knowledge— or I might say impudence.— 
He did not ascend one Hill or mountain in 
V.D.L. and has not seen nine tenths of our most 
common and beautiful plants although acces- 
sible.— His New Zealand collection is far from 
good— Ilis insects are the collection principally 
of Mr. Lawrence's son— His Birds sent Home 
were all froin me— & the few he now takes 
done by my servant.— His neglect of Truth 
however in the conimonest matters is his greatest 
faling and one which has lost him the good 
opinion of many who would otherwise have been 
his friends— although I must so far say that he 
draws the long-bow almost entirely in the 
attempts to magnify his exertions, knowledge, 
& discoveries— and in the attempts to make him- 
self a great man.— 


I have now given you his bad points— which 
a long residence under my roof enabled me to 
see continually— and I must now say something 
on the other side.— 


In the first place down to the present moment 
we never had a difference and many acts of 
mutual kindness passed between us—I believe 
him to be much & sincerely attached to me— and 
indeed he ought to be— He has a goodness of 
heart which compensated for much, and would 
have made him a pleasing companion had not 
his vanity led him astray— He never willingly 
said or did anything to annoy me — and there- 
fore I feel every wish to benefit him— and 
sincerely wish him well— but as I do not believe 
you knew him so well as I now do I consider it 
only an act of Justice to you to inform you on 
the many points in the early part of this letter— 
and although to me your introduction carried 
its full weight— I think when you again have an 
opportunity of seeing him you will be able so 
to question him as to convince [yourself?] that 
my opinion is a true one.— 


This I wish to be strictly confidential— and 
that you will only take advantage indirectly 
of the information it contains in as far as 
you may find it to be correct— with Mr Short 
I still desire to be friendly & correspond — but 
my knowledge of his character will always 
enable me to make the necessary allowances and 
deductions 
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[After closing he adds]— 
My box will contain longer letter on the Plants 
& other matters 
My address now is R. C. Gunn 
Police Magistrate 
Circular Head V.D.L. 


According to postmarks, the letter was 
landed at Gravesend as an “ India Letter " 
and reached Glasgow on 24th April, 1837. 


LETTER 30. 


Circular Head 16th Novemr 1836. 
My dear Sir, 


I at last sit down to inform you that I have 
forwarded by the V.D.L. Company's vessel to 
Launn. a box containing dried specimens of 
Plants, which I hope may be in time to go by 
the * Guiana " to London, which vessel was to 
sail about this time.— The Collection is con- 
siderable, and contains about 150 new Num- 
bers,— I am however now in an interesting field, 
and the vegetation is in many points new to 
me— I hope by next season to add considerably 
to my list— but my promises have really so 
frequently been broken that I shall not hastily 
make more. The time occupied in arranging 
and eomparing my specimens, collected in many 
different situations, occupies considerable time 
— and Mr Shor:s residence with me until 
October last — my removal here, & other causes 
have delayed me far beyond what I eould have 
imagined— and some of the specimens suffered 
considerably from damp— I can only hope when 
you do receive them you will not be disappointed. 


I wrote you hastily from Launceston on 1st 
Septr. last but shall now reply to your highly 
valued letters of 12 Oct 1835 and Jany 1836 
more at length.— Your Present of Books I can 
hardly thank you enough for— they are really 
invaluable, — and I hope you do not overrate 
my slender assistance.— However [ must now 
reply to your letters in due order— Your dis- 
posal of Shorts Seeds I think the best that could 
be [mude?] and I only deeply regret that the 
Willows which I value so much were entirely 
dead— Immediately on their arrival at Hobart 
Town my brother got the Supt. of the Govt. 
Garden to unpack and examine them, but did 
not find a sign of vegetation in them. It is 
really quite disheartening.— Your remarks on 
the Sympiesometer and Oamera lucida are satis- 
factory and I do not wish to procure either 
now as I do not think they would answer the 


purpose for which I wanted them.— Your com- 
mands relative to my puttiug the Reniarks or 
seperate pieces of Paper alongside of the speci- 
mens I have this season attended to, but my 
utter ignorance of Botany heyond what I 
recently acquired, renders me unable to do that 
justice in them which I could have done had I 
known Botany previous to my arrival in the 
Colony— but better a bad collector than none— 
and J am aware you will pardon, or laugh at, 
as the case may be, any blunder my extreme 
ignorance may have eaused me to make.— 
Indeed I feel convinced the more every day of 
my inability to communicate my thoughts in 
language sufficiently plain and explicit.— 


I ain not aware whether Backhouse made a 
large collection at Norfolk Island or not.— l 
think it probable he did — as he is indefatigable 
in collecting— although specimens are very fre- 
quently few and small of a species. l believe 
there is little else to reply to particularly.— 


I sent you a case of Bird Skins by the “ John 
Dennistoun " to London in February 1836, and 
I hope they have reached you safe, as I took 
considerable pains and in some cases spared no 
expense to get them well done & as various 
as possible, and I packed them myself as eare- 
fully as I could.— I shall be much grieved if 
any mischance has befallen them.— I have got a 
good lot more for you, and a nuniber of other 
species to add to the 70 already sent,— and 
although I will not promise, I intend that they 
shall follow the box now sent in a very few 
months.— At Circular Head I nave also turned 
shell collector, and it is probable I shall be able 
to send you 70 to 100 species of Van Diemen's 
Land Shells at the same time as the Birds.— 
Could not Swainson be made to assist in furnish- 
ing me with books? — I shall send you enough 
for yourself and to spare and I have thought 
that Swainson both in the Zoological & Concho- 
logical Departnients might be made to cooperate 
— I do not feel satisfied at drawing incessantly 
on your Pocket and would like to levy contri- 
butions on others, yet I wish that it should 
come through you, and that your Sons, should 
they so feel inclined, might have an opportunity 
of describing and publishing any rew species 
which I may be fortunate enough to send Home, 
— but more on that subject when I send them. 

Having broken the chain of my Nos t» Lindley 
by not forwarding him any new Nos. in 1835 — 
I do not think I shall again resume my corres- 
pondence with him— I have therefore sent you 
all my collections for the two last seasors, and 
shall leave it to you to give such portien to 
Dr Lindley, or any other Botanist as you can 
spare and as you can get a fair equivalent for— 
My collections to you will soon become valuable 
& I trust to make them more so if nothing 
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comes in the way to prevent my collecting.— 
] am glad you are soon about to publish as 
you may otherwise be anticipated by others in 
the naming of Plants which ought to be from 
you— and I presume that is at all times con- 
sidered desirable.— as showing you to be the 
first describer.— I wish you every success— and 
the time may come when I shall have an oppor- 
tunity of saying so face to face— and enjoy 
at the same time the great treat of looking over 
your immense herbarium.— 


To the remarks with each specimen I refer 
you for any further particulars— My new Nos. 
are principally from George Town and Hobart 
Town— Those from Hobart Town made during 
a hurried visit I paid that Town in Novr & 
could only devote one day to ascending Mt 
Wellington & adding a few I collected on the 
road side.— From Dr Milligan of Hampshire 
Hillls are some fine specimens.— 


At Circular Head I find a considerable number 
of plants that I had not before scen growing — 
having received my specimens from Backhouse 
& Dr Milligan— At Woolnorth I have also seen 
two or three and anticipate some more— indeed 
J could hardly be placed in a situation better 
suited for collecting— as all the seaside plants 
were previously inaccessible to me or nearly so— 
My only want will be a mountain of which 
there are none ncar.— My Police District is 
about 100 miles long— if I went by land— ex- 
tending from Cape Grim to Emu Bay, & from 
thence including the Hampshire & Surrey Hills, 
— but extensive as it is on the map I am 
happy to say the duties are alinost a sinecure — 
and as compared to the situation I left, entirely 
so.— At Launceston I have frequently tried 
upwards of 30 cases in a day— here I have had 
only 18 in six months— and I take matters in 
most other points as easily as possible. Mr E. 
Curr, the prinl. Agent of the V.D.L. Co. & 
writer of a book on V.D.L., is the manager and 
resides here— We are on excellent terms— 
and being allowed a Horse by the Govt., when I 
want one, I ride a little in difft. directions — a 
Schooner belonging to the Company also enables 
me to visit Woolnorth easily & frequently,— so 
that I am not precisely tied to the Peninsula of 
Cireular Head.— About Decr I intend visiting 
the Hampshire & Surrey Hills.— 


Colonel Arthur has at last left the Govt. of 
V.D.L. and not generally regretted, although the 
Colony has certainly under his charge attained 
an almost unexampled degree of prosperity.— 
To Science he was unfavourable, and less is 
known of the Nat Hist of V.D.L. in it —than 
in England.— Many of our animals and Birds 
will become extinct or nearly so yet no attempt 
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at a Museum, Botanical or Zoological Gardens 
has been made.— Ground here is valueless 
comparatively speaking— & Convict labour far 
from dear yet an immense Govt. Garden and 
Domain with Supt & labourers were always 
employed growing cabbages, carrots, & such 
like for the Governor's table & Horses— not that 
that could be precisely objected to, but a few 
pounds employed in collecting Emus, the 
different species of Kangaroo, Wombat, &c., 
would have been no great matter, & their food, 
being grass alone, no expense would have been 
incurred beyond fencing in a piece of ground.— 
Emus are now extremely rare— and in a few 
years will be quite gone, aud no means has 
been taken in the Colony to domesticate or 
breed them.—Kangaroo have been killed in tens 
of thousands for the sake of their skins, & 
persons may live in V.D.L. for months without 
seeing one— I hope Sir John Franklin will alter 
matters a little. In New South Wales things 
are managed otherwise.— 


I have little inore to add to this long letter— 
there is little news here that can interest you.— 
My intention of scttling on the South Coast of 
New Holland is for the present postponed — a 
settlement has however been formed at Port 
Phillip from V.D.L. by a number of Gentn. & 
at least 30,000 sheep are over there.— A Com- 
mandant & Military have been sent from Sydney 
to keep order, but it is sure to thrive astonish- 
ingly fast from the knowledge of the Settlers, 
with the Colonial management, their wealth & 
its vicinity to V.D.L.— More than can be said 
I am afraid for King Georges Sound or Spencer's 
Gulf— however they have got a fine country 
& climate — 


My List of Wants must now begin— and I 
only hope that you will charge me with such 
portion as you think above the value of my 
remittances but I hope the Birds &c. will enable 
you to make others contribute as I feel reluctant 
to draw so much on you.— 


lst. Noveau Dictionaire des Sciences Naturelle— 
which you say can be got at £18.18/- by all 
means 


2nd. Botanical Journal. I never received but the 
first No of this Periodical from you and will feel 
obliged for the others.— 


3rd. Companion to Magne. — All Nos except 
3. 4. 5 & 6. 


4th. Arnotts Elements of Physics.— In your 
letter, but not in my hox.— still wanted — 
You say it is with my Brother— And he 
may have omitted to send it.— 


5th. Vol 15, Linnaean Transactions Pages 170 
to 331— containing an acct. of Australian 
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Birds— much desired— as also an article in 
vol. 14. P. 430 (or thereabouts) contg. an 
acct. of their structure.— I have seen the 
former in the possession of a Gentleman 
here, and I covet it mueh.— 


6th. Illustrated introduction to Lamarcks Conch- 
ology — by E. A. Crouch.— This I would 
like to possess as also some of Swainsons 
works on Zoology— however, should you 
find the latter too expensive, perhaps when 
my next Zoological Box arrives, you may 
be able to drive a bargain with him for 
some Books.— Shells are abundant at Cir- 
cular Head and as my walks take me con- 
stantly over the beaches I should like to 
possess a slight knowledge of Conchology— 
& its species— I possess Mawe's Introduc- 
tion— good in its ways but not sufficient. 


7th. Part 8 of Bentham's Labiatae — I received 
the first seven Parts from the author.— 


8th Lindleys “ Orchideae " except Parts 1, 2 
3, 4 which I reed. from the author.— 


9th. The British Cyclopaedia, by C. F. Parting- 
ton, Division Natural history— 2 copies.— 
One of these I wish to give Dr Milligan,— 
I have given him a copy of Loudon's Enc. 
of Plants— received from Dr Lindley, & 
all the other duplicates I possess, but which 
amount to a few as my whole stock is 
from you.— 


I must now I think close my list of wants— 
I requested Mr Short to send me the Botanical 
Magne New Series — in return for what I may 
send him, but although promised, I do not 
depend much on his performance.— 


Any other stray Books you think useful you 
can send — and I shall be happy to remit the 
value and indeed in some cases an extra copy 
would be useful as enabling me to make a 
profitable exchange with Collectors,— 


I wrote you on 1st Septr. from Launn. & on 
10th Novemr from Circular Head— the latter 
entirely relative to Mr Short.— That Gentleman 
you will most probably have seen before this 
reaches you and my letters were principally 
cautions lest you might publish from Mr Shorts 
information, which in nine eases out of ten would 
be ineorrect upon all points— he draws hasty 
conclusions from isolated facts— and I do not 
think any person ever left V.D.L. with less 
correct information & more prejudice— On 
Natural History he can say nothing— Plants 
he never collected except within a mile of 
Launn in my Garden & a few at Circular Head.— 


He never ascended a mountain of any kind,— 
or slept one night in the open air, as all collec- 
tors must very often do— and in our climate 
without  ineonvenience.— Shells—Mr Short 
picked up a few at Circular Head, but upwards 
of one half were received from others— as from 
his plethoric & full habit he could not stoop! — 
this in a young man of 22! — Birds he made a 
miserable fist of— and all he sent IIome were 
from me — those he now takes were his own 
shooting & done by my servant, but the number 
does not exceed 12! — Insects I have told you 
about.— He now talks of writing a work on 
V.D.L.— a work on New Zealand— & one on 
Conchology.— I hope his better judgement will 
prevail when he gets Home,— and, as before 
Stated, even his notes & memoranda would 
not be valuable from their incorrectness on 
most points— to a Bookmaker.— I sincerely 
wish him well— but unless he changes he will 
make a sad fool of himself— and unless pos- 
sessed of much money — will spend more than 
his income.— These remarks may prove useful 
to you and it will not be essential that Short 
should be aware of your reasons for not publish- 
ing from his notes— as I have every reason to 
believe that he wishes you to do so.— I hope 
in my so freely discussing this matter you will 
not attribute it to private malicious or jealous 
feelings— For a long time after ] saw Mr S's 
character I hesitated in expressing my opinion 
to you and thought that you would soon be 
able to judge for yourself— but siuce then — 
notwithstanding the ill opinion you might form 
of me in attempting to prejudice you against a 
friend, I felt that I was only acting consci- 
entiously, & doing as I would wish to be done to, 
to caution you, leaving it to yourself to act or 
not upon the limits given— So ends Mr Short, 
with whom, as already stated on 10 Novr I 
intend to correspond, but will be more in the 
way of exchange of goods than of ideas.— 


I have little now to add— I hope soon to send 
you another box of something— and I think it 
probable that in two months it will be on its 
way— I am collecting Plants largely & have 
almost as many drying as are now sent— so you 
may look forward to more work— 


[He adds]— 


P.S. Add to my list of wants— Illustrations of 
American Ornithology by Captn Brown Cold. 
plates.— being Companion to the letter press in 
Constables Miscellany. I possess the letter 
press, but want the plates.— I also want Paper 
to dry Plants in if you can conveniently send 
me any of the thick Grey absorbing kind similar 
to some you sent me before. 

Pardon errors as Il have been obliged to write 
this letter hastily— 
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'The letters alluded to 1st September, 1835, 
from Launceston, and 10th November, from 
Circular Head, are not in the file. That of 
lst September, however, probably contained 
much the same matter as that of 25th Sep- 
tember, which would go in a different vessel. 
Presumably Gunn had visited Circular Head 
in November to take a look around before 
accepting the new appointment. At the 
time he had evidently been contemplating 
leaving the government service to seek his 
fortune at the new settlement of Port Phillip, 
just founded by Batman and Fawkner and 
their parties, and had made a brief visit 
there from Circular Head in 1835. Gunn, 
in his letters, always referred to the main- 
land of Australia as New Holland, which 
was indeed its official British title until the 
colonies were granted self government in the 
eighteen-fifties. The name Australia, how- 
ever, suggested by Flinders in 1802, was 
already in general current usage. 


His Cireular Head appointment at a salary 
of £300 gave Gunn a great opportunity for 
adding to his botanical specimens, and plenty 
of leisure for collecting, a respite from the 
hard work and worries of his Launceston 
home and office. Colonel Arthur had not 
eneouraged the study of Natural History, 
and Gunn obviously did not regret his depar- 
ture. 


LETTER 169. 


Cireular Head, V.D. Land 


20th November 1836 
My dear Sir, 


J have now shipped a Case of dried specimens 
to Launceston, to go by the first vessel to 
London and addressed it to the care of Mr David 
Maelean, Lobby, Custom House, London, to whom 
I have written enclosing a Bill of Lading, to be 
filled up by my agent in Launeeston and I need 
hardly add I hope it will reach you safe and 
in good order.— The New Nos extend from 617 to 
772— not including Cryptogameae— but the 
duplicates of my old Nos are very numerous 
and in many cases good.— A few from the 
South Coast of New Holland are put in, but are 
far from interesting & with very few exceptions 
similar to species in V.D.L, indeed I was aston- 
ished to see the similarity although if we bear 


in mind that the diffee of Latt. between Cape 
Otway (one of the points visited) & C. Head 
being only about two degrees, no great differenee 
could be expeeted. 


I have just received letters from Launeeston 
and mentioning Mr Short's departure for Eng- 


land — I regret to add that his eonduct on 
leaving the Colony was very bad — He has 
left a number of his accounts unpaid — and 


attempted to pay off one of £30 by giving an 
order on me but which was not taken— 
Indeed, some of his transaetions, as reported 
in various letters to me, from different persons, 
amount to acts of swindling — and I therefore 
feel not a little anxious that I shall have to lose 
the sum of £172.10/- advanced to him by Messrs 
Willis Keogh & Co through our friend Mr 
Thomas Scott, upon my guarantee, & for which 
Mr Short gave a Bill on his Father's Agents 
Messrs Goodwin & Lee, London.— 'This will be 
in addition to Cash lent him by myself, but 
for whieh I eare little, although my young family 
will suffer a little— I will under these cireum- 
stances feel obliged by your writing to his 
Father, and induee him to honour the Bill, or 
should it be dishonoured previous to receipt 
of this, that he may as early as possible, remit 
the amount & expenses — 


From Mr Short's conduct throughout in this 
matter and whieh he has kept from me, I have 
the greatest fear that his principles are bad— 
and | am sorry that an individual so undeserving 
should have been able to proeure letters from 
you which led to his introduction into the 
best V.D.L. soeiety— and which his present 
conduct has so deeply disgraced.— I wrote you 
as fully on this subjeet in soine of my letters as 
I thought myself justified in— but I now feel 
more than ordinarily annoyed at having my 
great kindness and greater hospitality abused 
and imposed on. 


After Mr Shorts Cash transactions nre settled, 
if ever, my correspondenee with him will cease, 
— and I may now safely reeommend that yours 
should also.— I shall feel very anxious to hear 
from you upon this subject— a loss of about 
£200 with my limited means & large family — 
will be no joke — and prove not a little embar- 
rassing.— 


The letter was landed at Falmouth and 
was in Glasgow on 28th June, 1837. 


The letter with the plants despatched by 
the “ Guiana ” (if it arrived) is not in the 
file. Gunn's next letter, a long one, was 
written some four months later, after he 
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d spent a few days with Dr. Milligan, 


collecting plants and other natural history 
specimens at the Hampshire Hills and adjoin- 


ing country. 


It contains, as well, the news of 


the death of his wife in Dublin, and a little 
more autobiographical information. 


seperate sheet to Mr. 


At the end of the letter he “ devotes a 
Short", giving a 


resumé of that pseudo-naturallst's sojourn 
and misdemeanours in Van Diemen's Land. 


LETTER 33. 


Circular Head, Van Diemen's Land 
31st March 1837. 
My dear Sir, 

Your much esteemed letters of 24th June, 15th 
& 29th July, have all come to hand, as also 
the Box of Books P. Elizabeth, a few days 
ago— and I need not tell you how delighted I 
was— I must however proceed to reply to 
such parts of your letters I think require it 
and then proceed to detail my own doings.— 
To one so young in the pursuit of Nat. History 
your praise is most gratifying, and indeed incites 
me to go on — that my dried plants should 
please so veteran a Botanist as yourself is more 
than I could reasonably have expected— and 
now that you praise my Birds I hardly know 
what to think— unless it is that you lean with 
a kindly eye to a heginner— if they please it 
is all that I desire.— Your hopes of Mr Shorts 
collection at New Zealand will I am afraid not 
be realised— His whole collection including 
Cryptogamia amounted to ahout 50 species & 
many of these very bad.— Insects about 12 to 
20 species & all these I believe bought.— Indeed 
by money alone did Mr Short collect — & I 
regret to say it will prove to be by mine — but 
more about him hereafter.— 


Your Remarks about Swainson are I doubt not 
correct, & my only view in suggesting him as a 
person who would take off some of the spare 
Bird Skins arise from advertisements in his 
Naturalists Guide.— I care little however if 
they please you and your son.— 


On the Books I ean say little — beyond most 
cordially thanking you for your liberality— I 
only sincerely hope you are keeping within 
bounds.— On No 7 of the Companion to the 
Bot. Mag. you desire me to return it should 1 
have two copies, but you have not previously 
sent it— so ] have retained it.— I still want 
Nos 1 & 2 which you did not send in the first 
Box.— With the specimens of the Plates for 


your new work I am much pleased — they are 
very correct except Correa Backhousiana — the 
flowers of which are pendulous & not erect.— 
They have been rubbed upwards in drying by 
the Gentn. who sent them to me from Woolnorth 
— you will however receive plenty of my (ine 
specimens in a Box I lately despatched, but by 
what vessel it went I do not know.— I now 
endeavour to dry my specimens as much as 
possible like nature— and prevent their shrivel- 
ling up as much as I ean before submitting them 
to pressure.— I niust not make any reply to your 
letters without expressing my added obligations 
to you for your kind intention of mentioning my 
name to our new Governor Sir John Franklin — 
I have not yet seen him— but hope to do so in 
a few weeks, about which time I purpose visiting 
Hobart Town— the Colonists are as yet delighted 
with him and I think there is little doubt but a 
man of his character will please.— 


I have now packed an immense chest of 
sundries in the Natural Ilistory line— of which 
I annex a full list of contents.— A Pair of V.D. 
Land Emus, a bird now almost extinct, obliged 
my having it made 5 feet long— & of course 
larger than would otherwise have been deemed 
essential.— Of the Birds, Animals, fish &e 1 
can say little,— they are as various as the 
opportunities I possessed of collecting would 
allow, & as good as my limited means and skill 
would allow.— I hope they may give satisfae- 
tion.— In a separate Box inside I have packed up 
for you a collection of Shells, & various marine 
matters, part of my Circular Head labours— 
the Shells are about as good as can be got from 
this Colony— Few however possess any remark- 
able beauty.—Mr. Short informed me that Miss 
Hooker was fond of shells, should such be the 
ease I only hope she will accept of those now 
sent, and that I may have the pleasure of 
adding her as another of my correspondents 
in your family— as I wish to possess the 
names of the shells also. Do not be afraid 
that I shall neglect your favourite Botany— 
Birds, Shells, &e are useful in the winter when 
the plants are not in flower— but in Summer — 
Plants— plants— plants only.— My Botanical 
Collection for the last six months has been 
immense — it far surpasses in quantity & 
quality— although perhaps not in variety— 
that of any other season— or I may say two, 
yet I have left much undone.— I am now 
arranging them as fast as I ean, but do not 
expeet to get them off for a few months after 
this— There will be many novelties— but it is 
impossible to enumerate tliem,— I may however 
say that there are two additional species of 
Drosera — neither of which I had before seen.— 
A new Stackhousia, small, with yellow flowers 
from Woolnorth— another Hovea— a Calys- 
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tegia (probably reniformis)— plenty of Comes- 
perma calymega ? and others of which I can 
give you no idea in Myrtaceae, and Compositae, 
&e.— In Orchideae I have also got some new 
& beautiful species, indeed I think of two or 
more additional Genera.— Gunnia australis ! 
find abundant within four to five miles of 
Cireular Head parasitic on the Aster Argo- 
phyllus Pomaderris apetala, & 219.— I did not 
discover it until late in the season, & found few 
jn flower.— My collection however as a whole 
will illustrate a great number of my older Nos. 
of which I never obtained very good specimens, 
& I have also now collected many myself for 
the first time, having received my only spcei- 
mens from Mr Backhouse, Dr Milligan or 
others.— I visited the Hampshire & Surrey Hills 
in Feby, and, considering the limited means | 
had of transporting a large package of undried 
plants to Circular Head, I did pretty well— I 
exhausted Dr Milligans scant supply of Paper— 
but the season was in many respects too far 
advaneed.— I must pay it another visit earlier 
next season as I am not satisfied altogether 
yet— Dr Milligans arduous duties as Surgeon 
Superintendent over the V.D.L. Company's 
Establishment at the Hampshire and Surrey 
Hills allow him but little time to devote to 
Botany— as formerly he had only his duties as 
Surgeon to pcrform.— The Hampshire Hills 
are from 1200 to 1500 feet above the level of 
the sea— and most of the plants in the neigh- 
bourhood I have been accustomed to sec on the 
sides of the mountains near Launceston.— My 
rambles extended as far as Middlesex Plains over 
the Black Bluff which must be upwards of 4000 
feet high— here many new Plants delighted 
me— but I can hardly, even now, with patience 
record that my servant lost my whole collection 
from that locality, and I discovered my loss too 
late to be able to replace it.— During my whole 
Botanical life of 5 years I certainly met with 
no loss that annoyed me so much.— I shall 
he able to muster one or two specimens however 
of each species (or nearly so) which Dr Milligan 
fortunately collected for himself & kept in his 
pocket.— From Rocky Cape I have collected 
beautiful specimens of Xanthorrhoea Australis? 
of Backhouse in flower and fruit— Blandfordia 
in flower and fruit— Banksia serrata ? (aemula 
of Backhouse) & many similar things.— Wool- 
north, alias Cape Grim has also added a few — 
and many I now have for the first time got speci- 
mens in fruit.— Altogether, I am quite pleased 
with myself this season, and when you receive 
them whieh I hope will be in due course of 
events, that you will be delighted too.— 


To a Mrs John Grant Smith you are indebted 
for a collection of Algae herewith sent— She is 
a very estimable fellow resident of mine at 


Cireular Head, where her husband is storekeeper, 
and to her I am under the greatest obligations 
for her great attention in changing my large 
collections of Plants when in paper drying 
during my repeated absences to Woolnorth, to 
the Hampshire Hills and else where, and without 
her my collection would have been far less, & a 
great proportion of those collected would have 
been spoiled.— Her collection of Sea-Wecds are 
very prettily dried, and if they are not as 
choice & various as you could have wished, you 
must blame me & not her, for being unable to 
direet.— Three fourths of thc Shells are also 
of her collecting.— Mr. Smith by the bye is a 
Glasgow Gent, — A nephew of Mrs Anne Grant 
of Laggan, Authoress of Letters from the Moun- 
tains, Roy's wife, &c & also nephew to Mrs. Dr. 
Wardlaw of Glasgow. 


I forgot to mention earlier that Mrs Gunn 
died at Dublin on 25th June 1836, leaving me a 
widower with five children at the age of 28.— 
She was the daughter of a brother officer of my 
Fathers— and we were companions in the West 
Indies— Both our Fathers having died at 
Antigua. I married her — love our only por- 
tion— I only 18 years of age and she 19.— 
Notwithstanding many difliculties I was very 
happy, never repented, & until a few years ago 
had no complaint— she then unaccountably to 
me, and I believe to herself, became so fondly 
attached to the bottle that all other considera- 
tions were forgot.— My misery was almost 
complete— my ruin hung by a thread,— when 
I fortunately got her Home to her friends, and 
at the early age of 29 she fell a victim— her 
constitution, originally very strong, completely 
overpowered.—It has in many points made an 
old man of me.— 


With Alexr. Macleay Esqe. of Sydney I was 
not personally acquainted,— My Brother knew 
him,— and through Mr Backhouse I intended 
opening a correspondence with him at the time 
I heard hc had left or was about to leave New 
South Wales.— He has a daughter married to a 
son of Major afterwards Lt. Col. Ronald Camp- 
bell of the 72nd. regt. after whom I was named.— 


I have very little more to add— I send you 
notes on almost every species of Bird, Mammal, 
or Shell sent— thcy are it is true very hastily 
written; and without that previous study 
which is essential to correctness of style, or 
elegance in writing— but it is out of my power 
to do anything like justice to the various sub- 
Jects,— Most of my assertions will I think 
however be found to be truc, and, should need 
be, you can clothe my facts in your own 
language— Terms will I doubt not be often 
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found misapplied but to a noviee like myself, 
ignorant of all Scientific terms, sueh must be 
expected.— 


If not too late, I must I am afraid request you 
to countermand my order for Books.— Should 
Mr. Short's Bill be dishonoured, as I but too 
much feel will be the ease, it will take all my 
spare means, and indeed I fear some serious 
sacrifices, to pay it— as it is but too probable 
other elaims on me may be pressed at the same 
time— It cannot now be helped.— 


I also will feel obliged by your returning me 
the Cartridge Paper I send with the specimens, 
or some other as the priee here is most exor- 
bitant— A little good thick grey paper to dry 
specimens in would also be aeceptable.— 


Hoping to hear from you as frequently as your 
other more important duties and eorrespondence 
will allow, believe me to be 


[He adds]— 


P.S. As my Brother might sometimes wish to 
avail himself of the opportunity of your sending 
out a box of Books, &c, of writing to me, I will 
be obliged by our letting him know sometime 
previous.— He is not one of the most regular 
eorrespondents in the world. 


I think it as well to devote a seperate sheet 
to Mr Short— it is a pity to mix so very 
unpleasant a business with everythiug that is 
delightful.— From time to time cireumstances 
transpired which led me, reluetantly at first, 
to eaution you relative to believing or publishing 
statements received from Mr S. beyond this I 
had little reason to find fault— His introduction 
to me by you stamped him as being Mr Short 
of Martin and respectable and I was also aware 
of his having brought out letters to other 
respectable individuals— he eame out as a 
Cabin Passenger— And in looking over his 
things I found him possessed of a most expen- 
sive, though ill assorted, collection of Books, 
instruments, &c which must have cost even in 
England two or three hundred Pounds.— Choice 
wines, also, part as he said of his sea-stock.— 
However ignorant he might be, he had the 
manner of being rich, spoke largely, & his 
statements were so far borne out by his equip- 
ment.— On first asking his views — he replied 
“They are entirely in pursuit of Natural History 
& at the end of twelve months or so to return 
Home.—" Unfortunately for me he deposited 
his Books in my house — I was afraid to lose 
the use of them, & finding that he was living 
at a ruinous rate at an Hotel— that is at about 
£500 a year — I invited him to join me in my 
humble fare & I would make him up a bed— 


as I was then recently seperated from my 
wife.— This was in the latter Part of 1835. 
From that period until his departure for Eng- 
land, with the exception of his short visit to 
New Zealand— my house was his Home and my 
friends were his friends— through me he was 
introdueed to almost every respectable person 
in the Northern Division of V.D.L. & at Mr 
Lawrenee's, as elsewhere, he had a general invi- 
tation.— His boorish and uncouth manners were 
tolerated on my account, and I endeavoured to 
make every apology for his evidently neglected 
education. However I need not enlarge on my 
kindness to him— it was unremitting— I am 
said to be naturally good & easy tempered, 
cheerful, & warm hearted— and so far Mr Short 
had full benefit of them.— 


Sometime before his departure I had beeome 
fairly tired of him— He kept my servant 
incessantly attending on him — and my house 
in a litter— His funds were exhausted, and 
although I believed in his statement that large 
remittances might be expected daily, I but too 
plainly saw from his want of energy & applica- 
tion that ruin alone eould attend him in this 
Colony— He wished to return home and upon 
his statements of his wealth & that of his 
relatives I promised to finance him the means,— 
upon whieh he promised to pay full interest.— 
This brings me to Oct. 1836. At this time he 
owed me for money advanced beyond what I 
possessed of his in my hands, £25— and he had 
had Board, Lodging, Attendance, Wine, Spirits 
&e for Nothing.— I need not add to this various 
Nat. Ilist. Productions— I aecordingly gave 
him a letter of credit on my friend Mr Thomas 
Scott for £125 with Interest, but Mr Short 
afterwards found this too small, and Mr Scott 
acting upon my recommendation as there was 
no time for reference, took his Bill on Messrs. 
Godwin & Lee of London for £178.18.10 stg.— 
All this I would still have believed well enough 
had he not at the very eve of his departure 
swindled an immense number of Individuals— 
even down to his washerwoman— His acts of 
swindling were carried on systematically leaving 
no doubt that he was an adept at the business. 
To many he gave orders on me— making as 
it were bad worse.— Yet you will hardly 
believe that he eoncludes a letter to me whilst 
under weigh on board— “by wishing me every 
happiness & fortune I can wish myself in this 
world." — However he might have aeted to- 
wards others I at least thought myself safe — 
he knew my cireumstances— that I had five 
young children— that I was deeply in debt 
from the habits of my wife— he had experienced 
my kindness for months— and in all things was 
niore a brother than otherwise.— 
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He left with me some Books, subjeet to his 
future disposal, sueh as the Flora Londonensis, 
Latham's Birds, Gmelin's Syst. Nat. — & two 
or three others— none of mueh value to me & 
still less to auy other person in V.D.L.— During 
his residenee he also made me presents of some 
Books, but like the others there were few 
useful, and none valuable or but what I could 
have done well without— They would indeed 
not amount to more than a return for Bird skins 
&c I gave him (at one time 120) — I do not 
eomplain on this point. I did originally intend 
to eharge him for his Board & share of House 
Expenses & told him so— but at his departure 
my better nature prevailed over Pounds Shillings 
& Penec.— I have now summed up all— Of his 
charaeter I need say liitle— of his eonduet in 
V.D.L. still less— he has beeome a proverb & 
I am fairly ashamed to hear the name eoupled 
as it always is with a sneer “ Your friend 
Short."— 


I now really wish you io write to his relatives 
to endeavour to induce them to Pay me the 
amount of £204 with or without Interest & 
Expenses of Bill.— Interest is here 15 P. Cent 
paid half yearly— He mentioned his uncle the 
Revd. William Heth, Elksley, Nottinghamshire 
as being his principal friend, & that he was to 
be his heir.— I am aware how severe the 
miseonduet of a son must be on a father who has 
other children to support but it falls heavier 
on me who has not even the tie of blood to bind 
me to him— and I but too mueh fear had I 
not found him the means of leaving the Colony 
his longer stay would have ended in a serious 
way— 


I do not believe Mr Shorts prineiples will 
ever allow him to do well— and I ean only 
regret I am but too likely to be a sufferer — 
for myself I care little but for my young children 
mueh.— 


His new Stackhousia was probably S. flava 
Hook.f. 219 was not traced. Banksia ser- 
reta (aemula of Backhouse) was B, serrata 
Linn.f., the only stand of which in Tasmania 
grows in the Rocky Cape-Sisters Hills area. 
B. aemula R.Br is à N.S.W. and Queensland 
species. 


Also enelosed with the letter were these 
two short notes— 


LETTER 32. 


My friend Dr Joseph Milligan of the Hamp- 
shire Hills, who has from time to time supplied 
me with many speeimens of Plants from his 
District is in want of the nndermentioned books, 
and as from his remote residence he did not 
know how to proeure them from Home, I under- 
took, in return for his atiention in the plant 
line to apply for them through you,— knowing 
that you would be able most probably to 
obtain them a little under the usual retail 
priee— an objeet io a poor devil out here— 
on nioderate ineome— If you will be kind enough 
to do so and send me out the Invoice I shall 
inimediately remit the money— as really I know 
of no other way of going to work.— 


1 Bentham's Deoniology by Dr Bowring— 2 vols 


8 vo. 
2 On the Horse & Treatise 
on draught [In Hookers hand 
3 British Cattle— is added]— 
4Praetieal Geomy., Lin- By Socy. for 
ear Perspective & Pro- diffusn. of 
e &e by T. Brad- useful knowledge 
ey 


5 Paley, illustrated by Brougham, 3 vols Cloth 
G Smith's Wealth of Nations by Maeculloch— 
7 Loudon's Ency. of Agriculture 

8 Edinr. Cabinet Library, first 14 vols— 5/ ea 
9 Arnott's Elements of Physies vol. 2nd. 

10 Lardner's Cabinet Cycl. Hist. of United States. 


2 vols. 
11 Do —— Roman Empire by Simonds 
= A 
12 Do — Hist. of England— the 3rd 


& 4th vols. 


Dr Milligan wishes the Books to be either half- 
bound or bound in cloth. 


LETTER 31. 


I send you a small eollection of Algae picked 
up at Cireular Head for which I am indebted 
to a Mrs Smith, a mueh esteemed friend.— I 
was unable to inform her in what way they were 
best preserved, but she has as it were naturally 
dried them so beautifully that I think she eould 
hardly improve— she previously soaked them 
for a night or so in fresh water— The variety 
at Circular Head is not very great, at least to 
my inexperieneed eyes, as our beaehes are 
sandy— during ihe approaehing winter however 
it is probable Mrs Smith will add eonsiderably to 
the number now sent— and I shall be glad to 
hear from you that ihey prove aceeptable.— 
I am always glad to get any assistanee in eollect- 
ing for you— 
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I am aware of no peculiarities in habit whieh 
deserve noting— Some of what I suppose to 
be Corallines are very beautiful— 


Ronald C. Gunn 
1 May 1837 


Letter 33 and its enclosures probably went 
with the box of specimens sent in June by 
the “ Crusader" from Launceston; it bears 
no postal marks or address. Across the 
head is written this postscript — “ Please 
forward the Box for Miss Peacock — it is 
from Mrs. Smith & only contains some 
trifling Nat. History productions.” 


Gunn’s pair of Emus reached the British 
Museum and were preserved in the Museum 
of Natural History. According to Matthew’s 
Birds of Australia, Vol. I, these two skins and 
one at the Frankfurt Museum, Germany, 
were the only in existence of this unique Tas- 
manian bird, which is presumed to have 
become extinct about 1850. The Tasmanian 
Emu (Dromaius diemenensis Le Soeuf 1907) 
was a distinct species from the Australian 
Emu, being shorter in the legs and with 
a white patch under the throat. It was 
described and named by Le Soeuf from 
the British Museum specimens. Advice from 
both the British Museum and the Frankfurt 
Museum recently received reports that they 
are no longer in existence, probably being 
destroyed by bombing during the last war. 


The following brief letter may also have 
been enclosed in the box of specimens which 
left Launceston in June. The outside of the 
sheet does not bear any postal endorsement 
to indieate it was sent by post, and it was 
before the days of envelopes. It records 
what no doubt was to be a most important 
day in Gunn's life, his first meeting with 
the new governor at Hobart Town. 


The advent of Sir John Franklin as Gov- 
ernor of Van Diemen's Land meant much for 
the advancement of science in the colony: 
it meant, too, the much desired official en- 
couragement for his botanising that Gunn 
found wanting in Arthur. 


Both Sir John and Lady Franklin were 
keenly interested in scientific enquiry, the 
gifted and intrepid Lady Jane a deveted 
student of natural history, perhaps even 
more so than her famous explorer husband. 
To dine and converse with them must have 
given extraordinary pleasure to Ronald 
Gunn, starved for years of such sympathetic 
and intellectual companionship. 


LETTER [ ] 


Launceston 19th June 1837. 
My dear Sir, 

I have just returned from a visit to Hobart 
Town.— I was much pleased with Sir John & 
Lady Franklin with whom I had the pleasure 
of dining at Govt. House.— He did not mention 
having heard of me from you, and of course I 
said nothing on the subject.— With Captn. 
Maconochie R.N. late Professor of Geography, 
London University & his Lady I was also much 
delighted— the latter appears very fond of 
Botany,— and knew me by name from Dr. 
Lindley.— 


A letter of yours dated 3d. Jany. 1835, enclos- 
ing the Plate of Ranunculus Gunnianus, and the 
published aect. of the first part of the V.D.L. 
Plants duly arrived by post via Sydney— the 
day before yesterday— that is 22 years after 
date.— Of course the contents are too old to 
require much cominent. I hope to send you 4 
very large and fine Collection of Plants by am 
early opportunity.— 


Mr. Backhouse is again here.— He is going 
to send you a most valuable Collection of New 
Holland Plants immediately with notes— 
which I am sure will be invaluable— as I 
know of no one who could give you so good an 
aecount of the Flora of these Colonies— 


His large Norfolk Island Collection — and 
also those collected in various parts of New 
South Wales he sent to Mr. Robert Brown 
through Mr. Alexr. Macleay, the Coll. Seey. 
Sydney — but he gave them with directions 
that you should have aceess to them for refer- 
enee, &c. 

I ean add little more.— I shall continue to send 
you as much as I ean of everything.— Believe 
me— in haste 


[On the letter Hooker has noted]— 


Sent to Mr. Gunn May 80th 1838./ 1. Paper 
of different sizes/ 2. One American Press./ 
3 Books./ Mr. Lyelis. Dante/ Edinburgh 
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Almanack./ / British Flora Ed. 4. / Natural- 
ists Library / Penny Cyclopedia./ / Icones 
Plantarum pts. 3.4./ [Tuskeys Zain or 
Longs?]/[Franklin Coppermine series ?]/ 
4. Four parcels for Mr. Robertson. / 


Charles Lyell of Kinnordy, Forfarshire, 
1767—1849, father of Sir Charles Lyell, the 
geologist, translated Vita Nuova & Conuito 
of Dante and this is probably the book sent 
to Gunn. The Penny Cyclopaedia 1833-1846 
was edited by George Long 1800—1879, who 
edited the Bibliotheca Classica from 1851— 
58. The Icones Plantarum Rariorum was 
published by Longman and Rees at 15/- a 
part. Part 1 contained among other things 
— “Gunnianae; from Van Diemen’s Land 
Corraea Bachousiana, Hook. tab.2. C. fer- 
runginea, Backh, tab. 3." that is, it was used 
to publish the names and descriptions of 
plants newly discovered by collectors. A 
zain was a dark horse without markings and 
a Luther Tucker 1802-1873 wrote works on 
farming. The Mr. Robertson would be the 
Lawrence’s agent at Formosa. 


Backhouse was paying his last visit to 
V.D.L. and would soon be returning home. 
Captain Alex Maconochie, who with his 
wife also charmed Gunn, was Sir John’s 
Private Secretary. He held advanced views 
on the more humane treatment of convicts 
that disagreed with those of the Governor 
and he subsequently lost his position. Later 
Machonochie was made Commandant of the 
Penal Settlement on Norfolk Island, where 
he attempted to put his theories into practice. 
Sir John Franklin was already acquainted 
with Hooker. Among the letters in the file 
is one from Sir John written a year before 
his appointment to Van Diemen’s Land. 


21 Bedford Place Russell Square 
2nd. July 1835 
My Dear Sir, 

Lady Franklin was informed the day or two 
since that there is a Steam vessel preparing at 
Greenock which is to visit Iceland — This 
information has made us desirous of following 
your example and taking a peep at the interest- 
ing spot. It has occurred to me that you being 
near Greenock can furnish us with every par- 


ticular relative to this vessel and expecially as 
to the time of its starting and the places she 
will touch at. and I am sure J may rely on your 
doing us this favour. if it be in your power — 
We are going over to Guernsey next week to see 
my little girl who is with one of my sisters -— 
but shall be quite ready to make our way to 
Greenock if we find the steam vessel is to start 
early — 1 presume she will not sail later than 
the first week in August — 

We have been staying a few days with 
Richardson at Chatham and I was glad to find 
he had nearly arrived at the close of the Printing 
his Fishes— I was very sorry to learn from him 
the interruption you had suffered in your work 
by the failure of your publishers — I trust 
however that it is only temporary — 

Lady Franklin begs to join with me in kind 
regards to Mrs. Hooker— We think of visiting 
Scotland this summer whether the Iceland trip 
can be executed or not — and my wife is par- 
tieularly desirous of going to the Orkneys & 
Shetland— We shall afterwards go to our 
friends Colnl. Grant at [ ] Castle and 
to some other friends — I shall be obliged by 
your answer to me under cover to Sir John 
Barrow Admty— addressed to Bedford Place and 
I will leave directions for it to be forwarded to 
Guernsey if we should have sailed 


Believe me 
My dear Sir 
Most [truly?] yours 


John Franklin 
Dr. Hooker 
Professor of Botany 
Glasgow 


Hooker must have felt in some degree 
responsible for inflicting Mr. Short on Gunn, 
and Gunn had given him plenty of reminders 
of Short's deficiencies. He would get an 
even more forcible reminder when he re- 
ceived this letter from London, and Gunn's 
next letter home confirms the bad news. 


LETTER 179. 


COPY. 
London June 9th 1837 
Sir, 

Our Partners at Launceston Messrs Willis 
Keogh & Coy advanced the sum of £172.10. to Mr 
Thos K. Short upon his draft on Messrs Godwin 
& Lee, which has been dishonoured. We find 
that our friends have taken the security vf 
parties to whom Mr Short took out letters of 
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introduction: but if this Bill has to be returned 
to them they will have to pay it with £30 per 
cent expenses & re-exchange. 


We shall feel obliged by your informing us 
whether there is any prospect of Mr Short's 
being able to pay this money, we have written 
to him, but received no reply. We make this 
aplication at the request of Mr Thos Scott of 
Launceston who is one of Mr Short's securities 
in consequence of your introduction either to 
himself or Mr Gunn. 


We are Sir, Your mt Obt Sert 
Willis Jackson & Coy. 
Sir W. J. Hooker 


LETTER 170. 


Circular Head, V.D.L. 
25 September 1837. 
My dear Sir, 


My worst fears relative to Mr. T. K. Shorts 
bill have been realized, and I have just been 
called upon to pay it with expenses— thus— 


Amount of Bill dishonoured £172 10 0 
25. P. Cent reexchange 43 2 6 
Postasc c WEM — 0.5 0 
Brokerage 1 Per cent DUMP il jet 8 
Protests . 013 6 


£218 5 6 


Amounting to £218.5.6— and I need hardly teil 
you that with ny large family and slender 
means it has pressed most severely and ruin- 
ously.— I think I mentioned to you the circum- 
stances which led to my acting so foolish a part 
as risk such a sum upon Mr Short— but in 
reality my authority to Mr Thos Scott of 
Launceston was to advance £125 for two years 
to Mr Short upon interest, taking his personal 
security & that I should see it duly paid — but 
on Mr Shorts going to Launceston— he found 
it was not a suni large enough— & doubtless 
having other designs— induced Mr Scott +o 
advance £150 Cash taking his Bill on Messrs 
Godwin & Lee, Bishopgate Street, London for 
that amount with premium added amounting 
to £172. 10/- No reference could be made to m», 
as communication with Circular Head only 
occurs once a month & Mr. Short was accord- 
ingly on his way to England before 1 could 
disapprove of tle alteration in my original 
intentions.— Of Course Messrs Godwin & Lee 
had no funds, & I suppose never had. Besides 
the amount of this Bill & expenses Mr Short 
owes me £25 for Cash lent him previous to his 


quitting my house, and I do not charge him in 
any way for Board, Lodging, & many etcetras 
for the many months he had with me— In fact 
the amount of £218.5.6 & £25— besides 17/3 
& other smaller amounts since paid his washer- 
woman & others are a loss without any retutn 
and I reaped no advantage directly or indirectly 
by my generosity and which Mr Short him- 
self will acknowledge.— 


Not having heard from Mr Short himself since 
his arrival in England, I have been obliged t3 
sell at the lowest prices all the Books he left 
with me, & I have also sold the few articles he 
gave me as presents from time to time, (although 
usually he received equivalents) to cover the 
smaller sums for which he drew on me and meet 
the incidental expenses caused by the protesting 
of his Bill— and which the whole does not 
cover.— 


Mr. Thomas Seott as indorser of the Bill holds 
it & 1 believe intends immediately prosecuting 
Mr Short for the amount— but as I suppose 
he has not the means, I would feel obliged by 
your requesting his Father to do so— It 's 
unjust towards him 1 allow— but he is his son 
and it is probable he will have the means of 
stopping it from any property or money which 
would otherwise be left to him— More par- 
ticularly if his uncle the Revd. Wm Heth is the 
man of wealth he always represented him to 
be— & that he was to be his heir.— 


There is only one thing more I can say— whica 
is— that during my whole life I never knew so 
gross an instance of ingratitude for unceasing 
kindness & my introductions gave him the means 
at the last of swindling to a large amount many 
deserving persons, & had he been apprehended, 
his transportation would have been certain— 
us I now hold evidence enough to convict hin 
at any time— I hope however age may work his 
eure but I am much afraid after his conduct 
to me above all men— that he is hopelessly 
lost.— 


I sent you in June from Launn a large Box 
of Bird skins, Shells, and sundries too tedious 
to ennumerate P. Crusader to London — freight 
free — and which I hope will reach you safe & 
give satisfaction, I ani now arranging an 
immense collection of Plants collected last year 
in this District It will contain upwards of 100 
new species— and duplicates of a great many 
of the numbers of which you only reed bad 
specimens some years ago— Of Orchidea it will 
be very rich— but I must not say too much.— 
Send me back all the Cartridge Paper you can— 
& also other kinds to dry the Plants in.— 


Your two letters of 5th May by Mr. Todd & 
the Revd Mr Lillie have reached me, but the 
parcel has not yet come to hand.— My residence 


T: B: 


at C.H. prevents my seeing either gentleman, 
but my first visit to Hobart Town will I hope 
give me the oppty of making their acquaint- 
ance.— My brother is one of the two Elders of 
Mr Lillie’s Church so that they are likely soon 
to be intimate. My Brother & family are at 
present absent on a visit to Sydney N.S.W.— & 
I must say I should like to visit the far famed 
Botany Bay— 


The letter was sent by the ship “ Dawson " 
which landed the letter at Falmouth. Sir W. 
J. Hooker L.L.D. is addressed as Regius 
Professor of Botany N.B. 


The Rev. John Lillie (misspelt Lilley in a 
later letter) was born in Scotland and, at 
the age of 30, came to Hobart Town to take 
charge of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church. 
* A man of rare cloquence and power ", his 
interest in science and literature was instru- 
mental in instilling into Tasmanian society a 
desire for higher things than the mere ac- 
cumulation of wealth. He was one of the 
foundation members of the Tasmanian 
Society and also of the Royal Society of Tas- 
mania, of which he was Honorary Secretary 
from 1845-48. He left Tasmania for New 
Zealand in 1858 and died there in 1866. 


Ronald Gunn’s brother William was at the 
time Police Magistrate at Hobart Town. 
Although he and Ronald were always on the 
best of terms, William never seems to have 
taken any interest in Natural History, nor 
did he belong to any of the Scientific Societies 
founded at the time. 


The next letter in the series introduces 
a new Van Diemen’s Land correspondent for 
Sir William Hooker, John George Robertson, 
manager of W. E. Lawrence’s Formosa 
estate, following Robert Lawrence’s death. 
(The four parcels from Hooker for Mr. 
Robertson, mentioned in a previous letter, 
would be for him). 


Robertson was born in Glasgow in 1803 
and arrived in Van Diemen’s Land in 1831. 
In 1841 he left Tasmania and settled on the 
Glenelg River near Portland in Southern 
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Victoria, and founded the Wando Vale estate, 
still in the possession of his descendants. 
There he collected many plants, which were 
forwarded to Hooker mainly through Ronald 
Gunn (who also visited Robertson in later 
years at Wando Vale.) J. H. Maiden lists him 
among his Victorian Botanists (“The Vic- 
torian Naturalist ", Nov. 1908) and says that 
just before coming to Vau Diemen’s Land he 
had been naturalist and botanist of an 
Indian Expedition. Robertson certainly re- 
garded himself as a botanist and Maiden 
quotes him as saying, “ With the exception 
of the late Mr. Robert Lawrence, Mr. Ronald 
Gunn and our much respected ex-governor, 
Mr. Latrobe, [Mr. C. J. Latrobe, first gov- 
ernor of Victoria] I never met any individual 
resident who knew anything more about 
Australian plants than myself ”. He died in 
Scotland in 1862. 


From the appearance of this letter, how- 
ever, his schooling must have been neglected. 
His spelling is peculiar. He seems to be using 
a phonetic alphabet of his very own, but 
whether he writes “the” as “thu” or 
“ther” or ^ thir ” it is difficult to determine. 
His “to” is usually “ t—” but the dash is 
sometimes a small are almost an “o”. His 
writing is laboured ; he seems to have pressed 
heavily on his quill. Whatever his claims 
as a Naturalist later, in 1837 he was still in 
the beginner class, at least in the field of 
entomology, with which his letter mainly 
deals. Pins were one of his problems. 


LETTER 272. 


Formosa 29 Decr. 1837 
[written in another hand]— (Tasmania) 


Dear Sir, 


From thu time I have taken t — writ you 
aftur thu reeipt of your Kind lettur and present 
of Starks Elements of Natural History you 
must be thinking I am but a luke warm cor- 
respondent— but after thu reeipt of your lettur 
I had to get boxes but first of all wood from 
Launceston that required neerly 1 munth I had 
then thu boxes t— make that I had t—make 
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[on?] a wat day, you omitted to send your 
Agent name in London that I had to send t— 
Circular Head fur, from R. Gunn, and after all 
was arranged I had than t—wate a Ship sailing 
living as I do 26 miles from Launceston— and 
having no aquenton thur, that I can trouble with 
my littule affares you must not be surprised at 
thu long time spent in me sending thing t—you 
fur I am not more than 2 or 3 time in town in 
the Year. 


I eould find no authu sort of Pill Boxes than 
thu sort sent you and whu I am t—pack Moths 
& Buttufys within it is more than I know, I 
have made the attempt with some Moths their 
was one thing you omitted in your direction 
t—me about packing in Pill boxes which I was 
at a lose t—know what to do, that was whcther 
I was t—put pin through them that were t—be 
pack in that way, this you might think was not 
worth your notice at thu time but with me was 
most essential, F find it be far thu easiest way 
fur me t—colect thu insect with pin— you 
arc aware that my dutys to my imployur require 
me close moving from one place t a nother on thu 
farm and I in gennule carry a few pin with mc 
and when I get a insect I put it in my hat with 
thu pin and at night thu Hat is empteyed into 
a box, Í have carried boxes, and bottels with 
spirits, but | find thu pin thu readest way fur 
me— it is but very selden indced I can spare 
time t—Hunt exclusively fur insect, but on such 
accation I will make it a point to do as you 
desire shuld thu pin be objectionable— Thu is 
one thin I knu that thu pin I hav used are very 
objectionably but I do assure you that thur is 
no authu sort of pin to be bought in Launeeston 
fur thu last 2 years I have employed a body to 
keep a look out fur small pins without success— 
they are eathu t—short or t—longe and thu 
small short one I only found one paper off 
lately 


I was very sorry t—hear that thu last box 
I sent you that they had brocken ease, but I 
have often experienced thu same missfortune 
with Snding insects when I celected them in thu 
present celection I have taken evu care I could 
t—prevent accident and shuld thu breack loose 
in one box they will not spoil all, but I only hope 
they will arrive safe. In thu celectun sent at 
present I think you will find about 16 or 17 new 
specem that was not sent you in my first 
colection I have not numbercd them for I expect 
to send you a nithu latur nexed atumn and will 
then be able t—send thu same sort with number 
& perhaps by that time I will heer fron! you— 
I do not know of above 47 more specem of 
insect in thu colony that I have not sent you, I 
have found but 3 new speciem this season and 2 
of them were very small, thu is a endless number 
of small insects that you might have if you can 
put me in the way t— celect them 


I have commenced colectin Spiders for your 
Friend and hav inclued a few in the box in phiel 
with spirits of wine and whiskey I have not yet 
been able to obtain wide mouth phiels fur large 
ones so hav been unable t—celect largely 


I have had a Box that was sent to Mr. 
Lawrence by your Father t—fil with Insects 
I helped t—fill at onec and a Mr Short who was 
hear colecting got thum all he has agane sent 
it to me and it is now full and will be sent by 
thu first opportunity to town, thur was 8 or 
9 speciem in it which Mr Short got that I nevu 
had, got by a young man a friend of Mr 
Lawrence whu at thu time was riding about thu 
cuntry and had a great oppurtuny fur celecting 


I have inclosed in thu one of the Bills of 
Lading a nother | have sent to Mr. David Mac- 
lane in London thu Box is shiped by the Phildun 
thue is a lettu in it which I will thank you t— 
forward t—my Fathu, hoping t—hear from yur 
son 

I am Sir 
yur Obt St 


John G. Robertson 


The letter sent by the “ Phildun” was 


landed at Penzance on 16th May 1838 and 
reached Glasgow two days later. 


Sir William did not neglect his correspond- 


ent. On the letter is this note in Hooker's 
hand. 


Sent to Mr Robertson 

through Mr Gunn 

May 30th 1838 

1, Box with Pins & phials 

2, Annals of Nat IIist 1-3 

3. Browns Edinb. Nat Hist 1-3 
4. Naturalists Companion 

5. 2 parcels from his friends 


Gunn's next letter indicates that his meet- 


ing with Sir John and Lady Franklin hac 
had pleasant consequences for him. He had 
certainly won their trust. 


LETTER 34. 


Circular Head 15 February 1838. 

My dear Sir, 
I really forget whother I have acknowledged 
your letter by Mr Lilley & Mr Tod.— I have 
as yet seen neither but I received your Box 


T. E. BURNS & J. 


containing the Geologieal specimens & some 
Books, for which as usual I really ean hardly 
thank you sufficiently. The Geological speci- 
mens are very valuable to me here. 


I sent you P. Crusader in June last an im- 
mense Case of Sundries — which I hope arrived 
safe and gave you satisfaction — it contained 
odds and ends of all kinds. I have now ready 
packed a very large case of specimens con- 
taining a great number of most interesting 
plants and at least 150 new numbers — as also 
a case for Dr Lindley— I am keeping both 
back for a few weeks until the Orchidae collected 
this season are dry, as in that order I have 
been most successful and I am sure you will 
be delighted should it reach you safe. 


Sir John & Lady Franklin are sincerely des- 
irous of forwarding the Cause of Natural 
History in this Colony.— A Nat. Hist. Socy. 
has been Established and Lady Franklin is 
about purchasing a piece of ground out of her 
private inconie for a Collection of our indigenous 
Plants — a thing most urgently wanted.— She 
has authorized me to apply to you for a Gardener 
to manage it— An operative man who would 
work & collect himself — He must be of sober 
habits and of Course in other points of good 
Moral Character.— To be engaged for 4 years 
from the date of his arrival in V.D.L. His Salary 
for the first year to be £40 & to increase z5 
a year & a House. Ilis Passage to V.D.L. could 
be obtained in one of the Free Emigrant Ships. 
These are the temns I suggested to Lady 
Franklin & which I thought would enable her 
to obtain a man well qualified to keep a Garden 
of some two acres or so entirely devoted to our 
V.D.L. Plants.— This will come exclusively out 
of Lady F's pocket, and on her departure she 
intends handing it over for the good of the 
Colony.— She is a most amiable & estimable 
Lady — and has certainly secured my best feel- 
ings. I shall proceed to Hobart Town in a few 
weeks to select what I shall think a suitable 
spot. 


I accompanied Sir John & Lady Franklin last 
month to Flinders Island to visit the Aboriginal 
Estabt. All the Aborigines of V.D.L. having 
been removed by the Govt to that spot where 
they are clothed and fed and receive religious 
instruetion.— The change of Life, and perhaps 
one or two other causes — of which bad water 
is the most serious has reduced the number from 
about 400 to 98 — and the nuniber of children 
only amounts to 10.— Unless Sir John at an 
early day adopts some remedial measures (which 
I believe he intends) the race in another season 
or two will become extinct ! They are an 
interesting race and in my opinion far from so 
low in the scale of being as many endeavour to 


R. SKEMP 71 


urge. A favourable climate & abundance vf 
food always at command were unfavourable to 
the development of their minds They neither 
wanted houses nor clothes — and could always 
procure a sufficient number of Kangaroos, 
Opossums or cther animals without rambling 
far. 


During the few Hours I was on the Island I 
made a short excursion to see the Xanthorrhaea 
— which I had not met with in the Colony— 
I was much pleased with the picturesque ap- 
pearance of a plain covered with them.— I 
picked upon abundant specimens of No 488 
(myrtaceac) in fruit — also a new shrub about 
3 feet high in flower in Dillenaceae which I had 
once before seen ncar George Town some years 
ago neither in flower or fruit.— The only other 
novelty is a new plant altogether in fruit whicn 
I guessed to be Proteaceae & may be a Dry- 
andra [It?] was only about 9 inches high. — I 
shall add some of each in my case now about 
being closed.— 


I heard from Mr T. K. Short — but it was 
merely informing me that his father had been 
unable to Pay the Bill — it was in these words. 
“Dear Gunn, I am sorry that I am obliged to 
alter the tone of this letter, for on going to 
Martin I found that things have not gone ən 
as they should have done, and that my father 
has had some serious losses & was not capable 
of taking up my bill for £172, so it is returned 
to V.D.L. but he will be able to let me have 
the sum in a few months so I will then remit it 
to you as speediy as possible, all I can now do 
is borrow the money from Mr T. Scott for one 
year more & pay the interest & the expenses 
of a returned bill." His letter was dated London 
2d. June 1837. — I have now paid the amount 
to Mr Thomas Seott, and must [ ] make 
up my mind to the loss — it will be dear bought 
experience, but my good nature will not take 
any serious warning. I only beg it may not affect 
our mutual correspondence — if you have failed 
in your application to his Father, let it go— and 
I only hope it has given you no annoyance. | 
value money as little as most men can who have 
a family — and ean only regret some more 
deserving subjeet than Mr T. K. Short did not 
profit bv my loss. I shall not occupy more tinie 
or Paper on the subject. — 

[Crossing begins here.] 

Dr Lhotsky has gone Home, or is about start- 
ing — be cautious of him. He is I am sorry to 
say a Black Sheep. He has made no friends 
in V.D.L. and is a good riddance.— He has 
pestered me with a few letters and has been 
very anxious to see me, but I most cautiously 
avoided him, having heard from the best 
Authority and all quarters * that he was utterly 
devoid of good moral principle." — That was 
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enough — His last letter to me is an application 
for the most urgent kind for money to enable 
him to return to his own country. Short & 
Lhotsky have made Naturalists at a sad discount 
out here. 


Gunn signed and then on the first page 
wrote across the original 


Hope to write you very soon again & report 
the departure of my Collection of Plants 


He again signed but added a postseript 


Let the Gardener sign indentures for the 4 
yrs. from his arrival, and it would perhaps be 
as well to bind him to me on behalf of Lady 
Franklin — or to Herself if it is equally con- 
venient. It is probable that I shall have most 
to do with him. — A knowledge of the Natural 
System, to a certain extent at least would be 
desirable, & to be able to read & write. — You 


can easily guess the man we want — Sobriety 
is however of first rate importance in this 
Colony. — 


488. Kunzia corifelia Reichb. ie. K. 
ambigua (Sm.) Druce. The Dryandra was 
possibly /sopogon ccratophyllus R.Br. 


The letter was landed at Dover and post- 
marked in Glasgow at 8 a.m. on 15th July, 
1838. 


The land purchased by Lady Franklin, 
possibly on Gunn’s advice, was the estate 
called “ Ancanthe", at Kangaroo (now 
Lenah) Valley on New Town Creek, about 
four miles from the centre of Hobart. On it 
in 1842 Lady Franklin had built her museum, 
on classical Greek lines, for housing natural 
history exhibits of the colony. On the 
Franklins’ departure from Van Diemen’s 
Land the Ancanthe estate was vested in five 
trustees — Bishop Nixon, Mr. J. E. Bicheno 
(Colonial Secretary), the Rev. T. J. Ewing 
(Principal of the Queen’s Orphan School 
New Town), the Rev. J. P. Gell and Mr. R. 
C. Gunn. Subsequently the estate became the 
property of the Church of England, and the 
museum, though still standing, fell into 
neglect. In recent vears the Museum has 
again become used for cultural activities. 
The building is now used for art exhibitions. 


The land round it too, has been tidied up, 
and ornamental, though not botanic, gardens, 
the Franklin Gardens, are being formed 
there. 


The exeursion to Flinders Island with 
the Franklins is commemorated in Hooker's 
* Journal of Botany ", Vol. 2. pp. 399—402 
In it Hooker lists further new species “ To. 
wards a Flora of Van Diemen's Land, chiefly 
from the collection of Ronald Gunn, Esq.. 
and the late Mr. Lawrence." Gunn appended 
notes to the species and Hooker quotes that 
from No. 893 Pleurandra asterotricha Sieb. 
i.e. Hibbertia billardieri F. Muell., the Climb- 
ing Guinea Flower. 


As this was one of the few plants I was 
enabled to collect upon Flinders’ Island, during 
my few hours’ stay there, I cannot omit the 
present opportunity of expressing my hearty 
obligations to Sir Jolin and Lady Franklin, who 
most kindly invited me to accompany them on 
their visit to the aboriginal establishment upon 
that island. Such an opportunity so seldom 
arrives, and encouragement to scientific pur- 
suits has been of such rare occurrence from 
influential individuals in this colony, that their 
attention was more than usually felt. Sir John 
and Lady Franklin accompanied me upon foot 
in the evenuing, to see the Grasstrees (Xan- 
thorrhoea), distant about four miles, over à 
rough and hilly road. It was quite dark before 
we returned, when a number of aborigines met 
us with torches made of bark, which lies in 
quantities upon the ground. In walking along, 
they picked up fresh pieces, and the light was 
really excellent the effect most picturesque. 
The accomplished lady displayed her usual 
energy, walking most cheerfully over trees and 
bushes in a manner which astonished and de- 
lighted me. Our clothes suffered not a little 
from the thorny shrubs which beset our path. 


Neither Sir John Franklin, nor anyone 
else, could do much to help the dwindling 
aboriginal race, now safely isolated on 
Flinders Island. Venereal disease, rather 
than bad water, was one of the chief causes 
of their decline in population and the lack 
of children. About 200, rather than Gunn’s 
400, is the usual estimate of their numbers 
when they were first taken to the island. 

The following brief letter to H. B. Field- 
ing, Esq., Stodday Lodge, Lancaster, is taken 
from the British Museum files. 
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Circular Head, Van Diemen's Land 


21st April 1838. 
pear Sir, 

Notwithstanding my promise to send you a 
Colleetion of Van Diemen's Land Plants. I 
have really found it impossible to fulfil my 
intentions. However that you might not be 
altogether disappointed I have set by the pres- 
ent conveyanee to your address through Dr. 
Lindley of London a very few plants being in 
fact merely a specimen of the Botany of this 
Island. 


My inability to comply with your wish to 
send you plants regularly arises from many 
causes — among other my oecupation as Police 
Magistrate of a Distriet, my having to eolleet 
and dry all my Collections myself— and I find 
that the leisure hours not devoted to one or other 
will be fully oeeupied in arranging those I send 
to Sir W. Hooker & Dr. Lindley — a labour 
rendered far greater from my being but a mere 
noviee in Botany. I have been eompelled to 
decline the very valuable eorrespondenee of Mr. 
Bentham (author of a work on “ Labiatae” & 
others) and other gentlemen from the same 
causes. 


At a further period perhaps when I may have 
more time to devote to my amusements it is 
possible I may bear your application in mind 
& send you a larger Collection — but having 
already disappointed you, it would be unfair to 
promise what I may never have the means of 
fulfilling. 


Of the few I send now I must beg your ac- 
ceptanee — they are of too little value to speak 
about and I regret that I eannot at present do 
more. 

I Remain, Dear Sir, 
Yours very truly 


Ronald C. Gunn. 


H. B. Fielding Esqe. 


I have attached no names to the specimens, but 
you ean obtain them, if wished, from Sir W. 
Hooker or Dr. Lindley or as they will be pub- 
lished. 


The back of the sheet is endorsed “ H. B. 
Fielding Esqe. Stodday Lodge, Lancaster, 
R. C. Gunn". It is postmarked “India 
Letter, Devonport " — the port of entry. 


Mr. Bentham would be George Bentham, 
(1800-1884) nephew of the famous Jeremy 
Bentham, and for a time his secretary. 


George Bentham was a very accomplished 
amateur botanist. His main work was the 
* Genera Plantarum", (1862-1883) which 
he produced in collaboration with Joseph 
Hooker and which superceded Jussieu's clas- 
sification of plants. He also produced the 
first complete Flora of Australia (1863-1878) 
in eollaboration with Baron Ferdinand von 
Mueller, the great German-Australian bot- 
anist. 


On the same date Gunn wrote a long letter 
to Sir William, reiterating his request for a 
gardener for Lady Frankin’s garden, and 
containing a few more memories of his child- 
hood and youth induced by various articles 
on travel and botany in Hooker's “ Botanical 
Miseellanies ". The most famous of the 
characters whose names Gunn found in the 
botanical periodicals was David Douglas, a 
Seoteh botanist attached to the Glasgow 
Botanic Gardens who collected plants in 
Western U.S.A. and Canada in the eighteen 
twenties and thirties. He met a tragic end 
in the Hawaian Islands in 1834, when he fell 
into an animal trap dug by the natives. The 
Douglas Fir (Oregon Pine) Pseudotsuga 
douglasii Carr. i.e. P. taxifolia which he dis- 
covered is named after him. Thomas Drum- 
mond was another Scotch botanist, an 
authority on mosses, who collected in West- 
ern and South-Western U.S.A. about the 
same time. 


The letter’s main purpose, however, is to 
acquaint Hooker of the habitats of the very 
large assortment of plants he is preparing 
to send, and to this end is accompanied by a 
map of the North-Western corner of Tas- 
mania. This map published by the V.D.L. 
Company shows their extensive estates in 
North-Western Tasmania. The rivers, creeks 
and other landmarks of these estates is given 
in great detail and a firm line marks the 
t roads’ connecting the various centres of 
settlement — Circular Head to Emu Bay, 
Emu Bay to Burleigh, and the stock road 
across Middlesex Plains towards Deloraine. 
A pencil note of Gunn’s on the map, however, 
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reads— “‘ The track does not run as marked 
but actually along the indentations of the 
Coast immediately above high water — or 
on the beaches where practicable.” Gunn 
has also crossed out “ Copper Ore ” printed 
on the map and substituted “ Iron Pyrites ”. 
The map is entitled “ North West Quarter of 
Van Diemens Land including Grants of Land 
belonging to the Van Diemens Land Comp- 
any.” The map was based on surveys made 
by Henry Hellyer in 1831, and at the bottom 
right hand corner are the words, “ J. Cross 
Sculpt. 28 Holborn.” 


LETTER 35. 


Circular Head 21 April 1838. 
My dear Sir, 


Is is about nine months since I commenced 
arranging my collection for 1837 but as usual 
it has taken at least twice as long as I expected 
and is only just completed.— I need hardly 
mention how many cares tend to retard my 
labours of arrangement — My official duties to 
a considerable degree — my absence at Laun- 
ceston and the other Stations of my District — 
and lastly the labour of collecting, drying, &c 
which falls entirely upon my shoulders — You 
doubtless think it may be indolence— and per- 
haps that might come in for a share of the 
blame— but my inclination means well— and 
I would fain be busy if nothing came in the 
way.— Ilowever this seasons labour is now over, 
but I have now on hand most of my collection 
of 1837 — this is collected in that year— of the 
earlier Natural Orders menutioned— and no 
despieable lot either— You shall have them in 
time but you must wait & go on with what I now 
send you.— 


I have resumed my correspondence with Dr. 
Lindley— it has most materially added to my 
labour in dividing the specimens so that each 
might have a fair share in about the same state 
of flower and fruit, &c. & was no small cause 
of my delay in completing my boxes.— I wished 
to have continued sending to you alone leaving 
to you to distribute, but Dr. Lindley's letter to 
me was couched in such a style as to admit of 
no excuse for my further neglect— and indeed 
strange as is may appear in one who usually 
prides himself upon being a punetual Cor- 
respondent, I actually left Lindleys letters un- 
answered for two years!!!— I received them just 
as I was leaving Launceston for Circular Head 
— that caused one delay— then I intended send- 
ing some plants with my letter and finally I 


waited until apologies and every thing else were 
rendered utterly useless and in pure despair I 
wrote him — a few weeks ago.— If he knew 
ne he would pardon me— if he does not— why 
I cannot help it.— I must just send him lots 
of Orchideae and soften him. You and I are now 
old friends— we can aetvally afford to quarrel, 
if need were, and make up friends again— but 
I trust no such necessity shall ever exist. 


I cannot enter into particulars about my Coll. 
for 1837 without expressing in the warmest 
terms my obligations to Sir John & Lady 
Franklin— they at once gave me that en- 
couragement in my pursuits which I so much 
wanted but which I never obtained from Colonel 
Arthur — Then, my shortest absences were 
taken notice of, and made a subject of complaint 
to the Head of my Department, although the 
duties were faithfully discharged —— My worthy 
superior however knew nie too well to believe 
that my official matters would be neglected 
even for Botany— and I therefore escaped 
many dry rubs kindly intended by His Ex.— 
who nevertheless availed himself of my lahours 
in begging for seeds.— Sir John and Lady 
Jane however commenced a new era— and 
Science in general is receiving that attention 
which in a Colony so young as this where so 
much is unknown it deserves.— It is true I have 
not received one penny in money nor one hours 
leave of absence to devote to my Botanical and 
Natural History pursuits— but I have received 
what I value much more— kindness attention 
and encouragement.— 


I wrote you on 15 Feby. for a Gardener to 
arrange a small Botanic Garden about to be 
established by Lady Franklin at her own ex- 
pense.— This is true love of Science. The 
Garden is to be made at first only for our in- 
digenous Plants, but I have no doubt it will be 
the nucleus of a regular Botanical Collection 
of Plants of the Southern World, and as our 
climate is pretty cold I hope it may be the 
means of introducing many plants into Britain 
which at present are unknown. Lest my former 
letter should have miscarried I repeat Lady 
Franklin's wishes. The Gardener must be a 
sober well behaved man with a fair knowledge 
of Botany sufficient to arrange Plants, &c. and 
at the same time an operative man. His Salary 
will be £40 the first year to increase £5 a year 
for 4 years which will be the period of his 
agreement fm the day of his arrival in V.D.L. 
A House will also be erected for him in or near 
the Garden but this I do not promise. His pas- 
sage out to V.D.L. ean be obtained in one of the 
Free Emigrant Ships to these Colonies. Should 
you be unable to obtain such a man perhaps 
Dr. Lindley might. Let him be hound by in- 
denture. 
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I have received no assistance from Dr. Milli- 
gan for last season or this so that the whole 
labour has fallen upon my own hands, except 
indeed most essential attention from Mrs. Smith 
in attending to my Plants when necessarily 
absent & also for a spendid Collection of 
Orchideae — as well indeed as many other 
Plants.— She has with her Husband now left 
Circular Head permanently— and I am again 
alone. She has enabled me to add another small 
Collection of algae to those already sent. 


I am becoming anxious to hear again from 
you.— Your Botanical Periodicals interest me 
mueh and I feel quite at Home in reading many 
of Douglas’s aceounts of his rambles. Sir John 
Franklin mentioned many interesting anecdotes 
relative to Mr Drummond to me. 

My Brother remembers Captn. Carmichael 
quite well he was in the Regt. with my father. 
Telfair lived in Bourbon immediately opposite 
the House occupied by my Father— he was the 
Colonial Secretary— In looking over some 
Botanical Magazines I find Dr Nicholson of 
Antigua mentioned— I knew him in that Island 
in 1827— He was then junior partner with 
another Medical Gent. who died shortly after.— 
I was last at Antigua in Feby 1829— and have 
not heard from it since.— I lived there about 
two years. So much for mutual acquaintances— 
if I may so call them.— 


But to resume — I must refer to the next 
page for some account of my labours. 

You will perceive that my Collection for 
1837, (as I have dated it for the sake of refer- 
ence, although many were collected in 1836 
and some in 1838,) far exceeds in extent any 
of its predecessors— The New Nos. extend 
from 773 to 1117, but many of these numbers I 
have no doubt you will find belong to older 
collections, but which, on Dr Lindley’s account, 
where doubtful I have renumbered. Cases still 
arise I doubt not also when two species are 
sent under one No.— in this case you must 
quote the year of each as on reference I may 
probably recollect where I collected each species. 
To most of them I annex the day on which I 
eollected it it will guide you as to the season 
of flowering & reference to the specimen will in 
many cases indieate whether it was past full 
flowering, or whether it was only just eoming in. 
I have written Sheets of Remarks on each as 
usual — I omit none, and every year adds a 
little to my experience, and in most cases you 
may take the last as being most probably 
correct. My memoranda are written in the 
greatest haste, are full of tautology &c and as 
I might misapply Botanical terms I usually omit 
them, so that under all these circumstances 
should you deem it necessary to give the world 
any of the information therein contained, I beg 


you will revise and correct and clothe them in 
appropriate language. I have so frequently 
expressed my utter ignorance of Botany and 
the want of even the common rudiments which 
could be obtained from personal tuition that I 
need not solieit your indulgence to my lame 
efforts. 


My collection has, with only two or three 
exeeptions, been entirely made in the North 
West portion of V.D.L. and exeept one excursion 
to the Hampshire & Surrey Hills (see Map) 
& as far as Middlesex Plains, my exursions have 
been limited to the Coast.— I send a Map to 
which you can better refer to the localities 
named by me, and which I give thus minutely 
that should my career be, like poor Lawrence’s, 
suddenly cut off other collectors may know 
where to find any rare speeies.— I trust how- 
ever this contingeney may not arise. I am not 
aware of any other remarks which my collection 
ealls for— in unpacking each sheet should be 
shaken as little as possible as sometimes spenis. 
from particular localities and varieties are 
separated on the sheet by some slight arrange- 
ment which your eye will easily detect— In 
packing, the Nos. are unfortunately reversed, 
but my memoranda are arranged so that you 
can begin at the bottom. I am now becoming 
anxious to know the new or undescribed from 
the well known plants — It would enable me to 
discriminate in Collecting, and of many I am 
even still ignorant of the Genera — Backhouse 
used to say —Better give a plant a wrong name 
than none at all, but I am not inclined to follow 
that prineiple as I find erroneous names once 
given most pertinaciously adhere— whereas a 
plant without a name is ready to receive the 
true one.— I would really beg a mema. of even 
the Genera of most of tlie Plants & those prob- 
ably new, indicated — it would assist me much.— 
The names of Ferns you have not yet sent. 


Wants. 


Mr Shorts kindness has already erippled my 
exertions as even Botanizing is not done without 
eonsiderable expense— Men to be hired & tear 
& wear of clothes, to no small extent.— Indeed 
Paper, Packing Cases, &c. are a source of 
expenditure three times as much as they would 
be in England— but never mind.— 


In Books I must leave it much to yourself— 
the following are however incomplete. 


Companion to Bot. Mag. wants Nos. 1.2.13.14. 
15. & all after No. 21.— 


Icones Plantarum Nos. 3 & 4. 


De Candolles Prodromus vol. 5. 


76 


VAN DIEMEN'S LAND CORRESPONDENTS 


If you can afford it but not otherwise send 
me any of the following. 


Botanical Magazine all after vol. 8 tab. 3373 


— bound, 
Dr Graham’s work on the “Diseases of 
Females ” 


A Mincrological Cabinet with Crystals to 
match the Geological Cabinet you sent me 
& which I prize much. 


The Botanical Miseellany & Journal. Of the 
latter I only possess the Ist. No.— 


If not very dear I should wish about 10 yards 
of the lightest waterproof fabric to make a tent 
for my rambles.— Such as Macintoshes— I sec 
travelling Capes & Cloaks of Fustian made 
waterproof which I think would do. It must be 
tough & as light as possible. 


You cannot err in sending me Books upon any 
subject— Botanical Medical, &c, &c. For the 
latter my Botany has given me a strong taste. 


But new general literature & newspapers in a 
colony like this & in so remote a part of it as 
Circular Head would prove highly aceeptable.— 
But in this — as in all things— please yourself. 


I shall be glad to hear from you as often as 
you find leisure to write. Believe me 
Very sincercly yours 
in haste as usual 
Ronald C. Gunn 


You must send me Paper— I am much in want 
of it— both to dry Plants & to send thcm Home 
in.— Herc it is an enormous price. 


Also please ascertain for me the price of a 
pair of large Globes— My children are getting 
old enough now to use them. 


The Habitats mentioned with my Plants you 
will find on reference to the annexed Map.— 


Beginning at the West. 
Barren Island — one of the Hunters Isles. 


Rabbit Island (called Anchor Island in Map.) 


Woolnorth (not Woolworth as printed by you) 
which ineludes Cape Grim, & I have been as 
far South as Studland Bay. 


Welcome River. East of Woolnorth.— 


I believe these are all the localities named by 
me.— The whole country is of the most barren 
kind and it is impossible to describe the general 
sterility of the Country along the whole Coast 
from Circular Head to Woolnorth for many 


miles inland.— The soil is sand — the Country 
level eonsisting of extensive plains usually 
very wet in winter bearing a dense covering 
of three to four fect high of shrubs, except 
where burnt off and small clumps here and 
and there of dwarf Eucalypti— The shrubs are 
various— but principally consist of Aotus (212) 
Melaleuca (682 & 18) two or three species of 
Leptospermum, dwarf Banksia Australis 3 to 
4 feet high, Leucopogon ericifolia.— The smaller 
plants are various Plants in Junccae, Restiaccae, 
&c most unnamed, but hardly a single Grass. 
These plains are usually denominated Heathy 
Plains, to which indeed they have a striking 
resemblance, & from which I have reaped my 
principal harvest of plants.— 'The Sea Coast 
plants are particularly noted. 


Circular Head Habitats. 


1. The Peninsula of Circular Head— the soil 
is good in general, & as containing my 
residence has yielded many plants.— Im- 
mediately South of the Peninsula there is 
a belt of Heathy Plains which extend to 
Woolnorth in the West.— Here I collected 
many of the Orchideae and most of the 
plants the soil of which are marked “ poor 
wet sand ".— About 8 miles South from my 
South [house?] a dense almost impene- 
trable forest commenees which yielded me 
the Gunnia & a few others. 


2. Blaek River East from Cirenlar Head, 8 
miles.— Soil very various in its neighbour- 
hood— The rieh alluvial land yields Fagus 
No 178 Phebalium Billardieri, Tasmannia 
aromatica, Anopterus & a few others. 

From the Black River along the Coast I 
pieked a few things, bnt nothing peculiar. 


3. Detention River is near Rocky Cape.— 


4, Rocky Cape is an extensive range of Hills 
I should suppose averaging 4 to 600 feet 
in height but many much less— The soil is 
of the most miscrable kind being poor 
coarse quartz sand. In the small hollows 
between the Hills the ground is full of 
springs — and so boggy you can hardly 
walk over with dry fect.— These hollows 
yield Drosera binata in abundance Drosera 
182 — and some other plants 


5. The Sisters, two hills East of Rocky Cape 
whieh yielded the Banksia serrata Linn.f. 
& Lasiopetalum discolor. 


The Hampshire Hill Habitats are best seen 
on the map going South from Emu Bay. 
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1. Emu Bay 
2. Hampshire Hills 20 miles from Emu Bay. 


3. Chilton or the Surrey Hills — 20 miles from 
H. Hills 


4. Burghley also part of Surrey Hills — a 
deserted station. 


From Burghley I followed the road !!! 
whieh required a microscopie eye when 
on it, over the Leven River to May Day 
Plain, from thenee over the Blaek Bluff to 
the Vale of Belvoir & on to the Middlesex 
Plains I penctrated a few miles for two days 
towards the Forth’s Gateway, but was 
obliged to return. 


With these notes and the Map you will not 
I hope be at a loss to find out where I colleeted 
most of my plants.— I have walked or rode but 
prineipally the former, from Woolnorth to near 
the Forth in less than a month — amounting 
by the track (or indeed many places traekless,) 
to about 160 miles which doubled as I returned 
makes 320 miles— with 8 rivers to ford sixteen 
times — and only fordable at low water— even 
then dangerous. But look out for another Budget 
by & bye. 


212 Aotus villosa Curt ie. A. villosa 
(Andr). Sm. “ While going through 
the Gunn typescript I discovered 
that Aotus ericoides (Vent.) G.Don 
must replace A. villosa (Andr.) 
Sm.” — Dr. R. Melville 


18 Melaleuca ericaefolia Sm. 


182 Drosera spathulata Lab. 


178 Nothofagus cunninghamii (Hook.) 
Oerst. 


“Leucopogon ericifolia is presumably a slip 
for L. ericoides R.Br.” — Dr. R. Melville. 


This “ Budget " went with the specimens. 
Another letter of the same date went by mail 
by another vessel reaching Glasgow on 17th 
October, 1838. 


LETTER 171. 


Circular Head V.D.L. 21st Apl. 1838. 


My dear Sir— 

I have great pleasure in mentioning that I 
have this day elosed the lid on a large Case of 
Dried specimens of Plants whieh I have been 
arranging off & on for nearly nine months. 
I have called it the Collection for 1837 although 
many speeimens were colleeted in 1836 & 1838 
— but as I may send you anothcr lot this year I 
shall retain 1837 for the present one. My new 
Nos extend from 773 to 1017, and many are 
novelties.— To Dr Lindley I have sent a similar 
Collection, though not precisely so many 
spceimens of caeh as to you. 


No. 896 is I think left out of the ease, but it 
& any others which I find I have omitted; but 
whieh I intended to send, I shall either send in 
Dr Lindley’s ease, or else in another one to you 
at an early date.— I have now in my possession 
a large eolleetion unarranged— but few if any 
are new species, although a great number are 
of kinds in particular states of inflorescence or 
fruit which would be desirable, or of kinds of 
whieh imperfcet specimens have I think been 
sent.— Something in faet offers almost every 
day. 


In unpaeking the Case comincnee with the 
mosses, & sundries whieh are shoved in to fill 
up— then the monoeotyledones— and so on 
baekwards— as I put them into the Case. 
Ranuneulaecae first — & you must unpack in the 
other order. My memoranda are very hurriedly 
written and neeessarily full of errors— more 
however in the style & application of terms than 
in the faets they eontain— I trust the whole 
will give you satisfaction. I proeeed to Hobart 
Town in a few days and shall then I hope see 
Mr Lilly who I have not yet had the pleasure of 
meeting— and at the same time fix with Lady 
Franklin on a piece of Ground to purchase for 
our small Botanic Garden. 


I sent you a perfeet ark, only of dead things, 
P. Crusader in June last— I hope it arrived 
safc. Its size was so great that I got it fortun- 
ately Home freight free & hope its carriage to 
Glasgow did not cost too much — the expenses 
of sueh a Collection in this Colony is I ean assure 
you more than you could sell it for in Britain 
for some birds 6s/ to 8s/- & upwards I some- 
times pay if rare & 2s/ to 4s/ is looked upon as 
nothing. The very cotton is 9d. P. lb.— Camphor 
15/6 p. oz. Arsenic 6s/ P. lb. & so on. Case 30s/- 
From this you will see that what in this place 
eould be sold for £30 or more is in England not 
worth one half — However profit is not my object 
& in mentioning these things it is only to show 
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that my Collections are not here valueless— 
indeed I feel so interested now in the Nat Hist. 
of V.D.L. & that its produetions should be known 
that I eare little for small losses.— My children 
may profit by the exertions of their father after 
I am gone.— Mr Shorts £250 out of my purse has 
however most sadly crippled my exertions— & 
embarrassed me a £ood deal.— He gave the 
finishing stroke to what my unfortunate wife 
had left undone. Tell your young ornithologist 
that I have obtained some 8 or 10 additional 
species for him at least— & some interesting 
ones.— He shall have them by & bye, but in the 
mean time I hope to hear from him. I saw a 
specimen of the rare Apterix or Wingless bird 
of New Zealand the other day— the owner said 
£40 would not purchase it.— I should have 
gone as far as £5— but he was without a con- 
science. I hope however to pick up one some- 
time.— I have not sent you duplicates of Shorts 
New Zealand Plants not being aware whether he 
had given you the portion he marked & set aside 
for you;— they were principally ferns. 


To my various notes & a long letter in the 
Case I must refer you for further particulars— 
Backhouse was at Swan River in Feb 1938 & 
about to proeeed to the Mauritius. I have just 
found out that I have made an error in the 
following Nos which please alter on all mem- 
oranda & where they occur. Vizt. 1111 to 1117 
alter to 1011 to 1017—[They?] are the only 
7 Nos. which I remember being wrong. I 
fortunately was in time to alter them in 
Lindleys Collection. 


[ ] enelosed the Bill of Lading to Mr David 
Maclean, London. I found the letter in my port- 
manteau & now send it. 


“Your young ornithologist " was Hooker's 
son William, mentioned by name in a sub- 
sequent letter. The Apteryx or Wingless 
Bird of New Zealand is the Kiwi, Apteryx 
australis. 


A few days delay in the sailing of the 
Company's ship from Circular Head enabled 
Gunn to add another short note. 


LETTER 172. 


Cireular Head 26th April 1838. 

My dear Sir, 
A Short delay in the departure of the 
* Edward", our vessel from C. Hd has enabled 
me to pack up a Collection of Ferns, Mosses & 
Lichens for you which I have put into Dr 


Lindleys Cases.— Dr Lindley is I believe no 
Cryptogamist so I have sent him none, but 
I mentioned that on application he could have a 
portion from you of those now sent if he desired 
it— & which I shall feel obliged by your doing. 
You will be mueh better able than I to divide 
them among those persons who pay attention to 
that branch of Botany. Many of the Mosses &e 
I think you will find different to those already 
received— The specimens are numerous & some 
very good. The Liehens are also various. Insects 
appear to injure them very much here— and 
unless kept with the greatest care many are 
utterly destroyed— as has been the case with 
me every season. Having not only to collect all 
& every specimen myself and afterwards to 
change their papers regularly, without any 
assistanec— you will be able to account for my 
Colleetions of some plants not being more 
extensive. If I had only the Colleeting to do I 
should manage very well, but the daily & in- 
cessant labour of changing the Papers of heaps 
of Plants & drying them is more than I some- 
times relish. My solitary Servant attends to 
the Zoological Department, Cooking & keeping 
my House in order & it would be too much to 
make him Botanist into the bargain. 


A small packet of seeds is also added. Many 
you are likely to find useful for the Herbarium, 
& would recommend you looking over the Nos 
for the purpose.— 


I ean add nothing else at present— Hoping 
soon to hear from you— 


[The postscript reads] 


Do not forget to alter Nos 1111 down to 1117 
into 1001 down to 1017 altering the third figure 
[from the right] into a eipher will do the 
business. 


His solitary servant was probably his 
* bird skinner ", evidently a very useful man. 
From this and the following letter it is 
evident that Gunn was still collecting birds 
and other animals to send home for classi- 


fication. 


LETTER 36. 


Cireular Head V.D. Land 
31st July 1838. 
My dear Sir, 
Is it so long since I heard from you that I 
sometimes think you must have forgotten Van 
Diemen's Land and Ronald Gunn— it shall not 
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however be my fault if your memory is not 
occasionally refreshed — and for that purpose 
I have written you pretty regularly & also 
sent three cases still unacknowledged — vizt. 
One of Plants P. “ Arabian ” in Decr. 1836 New 
Nos. 631 to 772.— One immense Case or rather 
Ark P. “Crusader” June 1837 — containing 
Birds, beasts, fish, shclls, Algae, &c. — And 
lastly another immense case of Plants P. 
* Rhoda " to London in May 1838, which is now 
on its way — and will I trust arrive safe.— It 
is the biggest lot I have sent you & contains 
New Nos. 773 to 1017.— I am indeed sometimes 
afraid I shall completely overstock you, but it 
is your own fault, as you ought to cry ‘hold— 
mercy ’. 


Your son William will most certainly get into 
my black books unless he sends me some account 
of the Birds soon— You can tell him— that 
I shall hold back a vast nuniber of most interest- 
ing species until I hear from him, and I hope it 
may prove a stimulus. A very clever young 
medical Gentleman, Dr. J. Grant, in Launceston, 
is endeavouring to arrange and classify our 
Birds— in which I am lending my humble 
assistance— or rather we are trying to find out 
the names, &c. In Falconidae we have specimens 
of 10 or 11 ? distinct species, vizt. Falco 3, 
Buteo 1, Circus 1, Aquila 1, Pandion ? 1, Astur 
2, Accipiter 2 ? — Of Strigidac 2. Of Hirundinae 
3. (I have been unsuccessful in obtaining more 
specimens of the beautiful (and rare ?) 
Chaetura australis Of Caprimulgidae 2 and so 
on.— I have obtained numerous specimens of the 
little Malurus gularis & Ceyx azurea as also of 
Turdus farina. 


I have been anxious also to hear relative to 
our shells.— Unless some letter comes soon I 
fear I shall be away from Circular Head, and 
thereby be unable to send more should they be 
found interesting. Since sending them to you I 
have thought that a set might be of use to Mr. 
Lyell or any other Geologist although not suited 
for a cabinet of shells. It is probable specimens 
will from time to time be sent home of our fossil 
shells, and in that case it would be interesting to 
have a collection of the shells now existing in 
these seas warranted genuine, as I either picked 
or saw picked, the whole. In this light I hope 
they may prove valuable. Of the “Algae” I 
can say no more. Mrs Smith left Circular Head 
with her husband, some months ago. 


Since sending my last case of Plants I find 
I left out all the specimens of No. 896, a small 
species of Utricularia you shall have them next 
oppty.— The Geraniaceae are also incomplete, 
but I shall endeavour to revise them in next 


collection. I think I have added a few new 
plants since, it being the winter season, few 
have been in flower; I only remember one in 
Chenopodeae which I have not yet sent. 


I obtained from Mr. W. E. Lawrence last 
month poor Robt W. Lawrence's Herbarium. 
It had becn lying packed ever since his Death, 
and it is possible I might have got it long ago 
had I asked for it. I have looked over it but 
find it very meagre now as compared to my own; 
he erred at first, as I did, in retaining most 
untenably small specimens, and in many cases 
none, merely noting some general thing, assumed 
name, by which he might probably have been 
enabled to remember the plant, but which is no 
guide to me. It will be useful however to refer to 
& I think I shall be able to find out two or three 
species which before puzzled me a little. 


Mr. W. E. Lawrence has just been nominated 
to a seat in the Legislative Council of the 
Island— Sir John Franklin having at once 
appreciated his high character, great worth and 
commanding talent— He is the cleverest (and 
also I believe the richest, Gentleman in the 
Colony. 


When in Hobart Town in May for a few days 
I unfortunately missed seeing the Revd. Mr. 
Lillie. He was at that time busy Courting, and 
has since married a Miss Burnett, daughter of 
our late Colonial Secretary, John Burnett Esqe., 
now in England, I very much regretted not 
seeing him, as I wanted to have a chat with 
him about you. He is intimate with my brother 
& his family. 


Mr. T. K. Short has written me three letters 
since his arrival in England, but alas ! no hopes 
of a remittance. His impudence surpasses any- 
thing I ever met with, and although I have read 
of such characters in fictitious works I hardly 
expected to have ever known one. He carries his 
assurance many points beyond anything I could 
have conceived possible. It has been a dear- 
bought lesson to me, & I should complain less 
if my children's interests had not suffered.— it 
also reduces the means I formerly laid out in 
Nat. Histy. — Well — nil desperandum— I 
may gain in the long run by being obliged to 
adopt more economical habits, but it is un- 
pleasant. Mr. S. sent me out the ist Part of 
Gould's Synopsis of the Birds of Australia — it 
appears a good work, & I will feel obliged by 
your sending me all the subsequent Nos. or 
indeed two copies of all except the ist, of 
which one copy. I have not replied to any of 
Mr. Shorts letters — I could not write him in 
a friendly style — and an angry one would be 
useless — I have therefore remained silent. 
Hoping soon to hear from you 
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[Ox a flap turned in he adds] 


Our Circular Head small craft has been detained 
a few days longer than I expected but I have 
no news to add.— I am quite well.— 


Be kind enough to mention to Mr S. Murray 
that I received his letter & seeds by Mr Mc- 
Culloch— but I have not seen that Gentleman.— 
I think he has gone to visit Port Phillip in the 
South Coast of New Holland. 


On the other flap of the sheet folded in 
when the letter was sealed are listed 24 
standard measurements, of which he writes— 


The following measurements of that rare bird 
the “apterix’’ may prove interesting to your 


son. 

From tip of Bill to rictus 43 in 
along the top 4 
width 1 in 
Length of Bird 21 2/10 
Scapula 1 4/10 
Coracoid 0 7/10 
Tibia 4 9/10 
Femur 3 5/10 
Neck 4 
Body 6 6/10 
Neck and Body 12 7/10 
Tibia 2 1/10 
Md. toe 2 4/10 
Outer toe 1 7/10 
Inner toe 1 7/10 

with slight web 

Radius & ulna 0 8/10 
Humerus 1 4/10 
From wrist to claw 0 5/10 
Claw 0 2/10 
Hind Claw 0 5/10 
Mid. Claw 0 2/10 
Out & inner 0 8/10 
Eye very small.— 
[ ] 
[ ] 
Body [ ] 


This letter, landed at Deal, reached Glas- 
gow on 18th January, 1839. 


Dr James Grant had arrived late in 1835, 
with a letter of introduction from the Sec- 
retary of State, as a medical settler. His 
patron was the Marquis of Midlothian. His 


first appointment was as First Class Assist- 
ant Surgeon at Launceston hospital at a 
salary of £91. 5. 0 per annum. In Lady 
Franklin’s Diary of 22nd January, 1838, 
(“ Some Private Correspondence of Sir John 
and Lady Franklin,” Mackaness, 1947.) is 
this reference to Dr. Grant on the occasion of 
her visit to the Bickfords who lived near 
Muddy Creek on the west bank of the Tamar. 


As we were ascending the hill, 2 persons bare 
headed came to meet us. The elder, a tall, fine- 
looking man, with a black patch over his left 
eye was Mr. Bickford. The eye had been lost 
by Mr. Grant of the Hospital having lodged 
the contents of his gun in it one day when aim- 
ing at some quail. This was 2 years ago. Mr. 
B. spoke of it without any unpleasant reflection. 
He said that after a time Dr. Grant neglected 
him tho’ he was suffcring much; when Mr. B. 
met him again he reproached him for having 
taken no notice of his desire to see him. Young 
Grant excused himself on the grounds of his 
extreme poverty. He had no horse, he had 
not even 3d. to pay his passage in the punt. 
Mr. B. told him that tho' he felt hurt, yet 
whenever he did come, tho' only for his own 
pleasure, he. should ever receive a hearty 
welcome. 


Dr. Grant was a member of the Tasmanian 
Society and contributed four papers to the 
“Tasmanian Journal" — on “Fulica Tas- 
manica " (Fulica atra, the Tasmanian Coot), 
on “ Thylacinus Harrisii ” (Thylacinus eyno- 
cephalus, the Tasmanian Tiger), on the 
“White Hawk," (Astur novae-hollandiae) 
and the fourth on the “ Bunyip of Australia 
Felix ” written in collaboration with R. C. 
Gunn. In this he suggested the skull sub- 
mitted might be that of a very young Camel. 
He made three drawings of it which were 
published in the Journal. Mr. W. S. Macleay, 
F.L.S., F.Z.S., of Sydney, in a letter re- 
printed later in the Journal from the 
“Sydney Morning Herald,” thought the 
skull might be that of a malformed, unborn 
foal. 


Dr. Grant practised in Launceston until 
1851, when he obtained an estate on the 
Arthur River near the Woolnorth Estate, and 
was appointed coroner for the Woolnorth 
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district. He resumed practice in Launceston 
1n 1856, and died in Melbourne in 1865. 


A silver tray in the possession of R. M. 
Gunn Esq. of Perth, grandson of William 
Gunn, has this inscription, “To Ronald 
Campbell Gunn Esq. A Token of Esteem & 
Gratitude from the Relatives of the late 

f. James Grant." 


Mr. (later Sir) Charles Lyell was the 
famous British geologist who originated the 
modern theories on the age of the Earth, 
based on fossil evidence, and whose “ Prin- 
ciples of Geology" had been published in 
1830-32. 


Lady Franklin in a letter to her sister 
Written on 21st June, 1838, makes the follow- 
ing reference to W. E. Lawrence's appoint- 
ment— 


We are expecting a visit from Miss Lawrenec 
of Launceston, a young lady of seventeen, who 
is to accompany her father to Hobart Town, when 
he takes his seat in the Legislative Council for 
the first time, Sir John having appointed him 
to it, in the room of a resigned member, Mr. 
Bethune. I talked to you about the Lawrences 
in a former letter. I should like Mr. Joseph 
Archer to hear of this appointment for I well re- 
collect his telling me and Sir John in London that 
the two men of the grcatest talent in the Island 
had never been brought forward into public 
life, (or at least into Government notice) both 
being inimical to Col. Arthur and disliked by 
him. These two persons were Mr. Gregson of 
Hobart Town and Mr. Lawrence of Launceston.” 


The birds listed were probably forwarded 
to Hooker for distribution among British 
ornithologists. Falconidae presumably re- 
fers to Birds of Prey in which Falco are 
Faleons; Butco is a Buzzard (probably the 
Brown Hawk); Cirrus the Swamp Hawk; 
Aquila the Eagle; Pandion the Osprey ; while 
Astur are Goshawks and Accipiter are 
Sparrow Hawks. Strigidae are Owls; Hir- 
undinae refers to Swallows and Martins, but 
Gunn apparently included with them Chas- 
tura australis the Spine-tailed Swift. The 
Caprimulgidae or Nightjar family are repre- 
sented in Tasmania by the Tawny Frogmouth 


and Owlet Nightjar. By Malurus gularis he 
probably refers to the Blue Wren, Malurus 
cyaneus, the Ceyx azurea would be the Azure 
Kingfisher and Turdus farina probably the 
Ground Thrush. 


Gunn’s suggestion that he may not be at 
Circular Head much longer is borue out by 
his next letter, from Hobart Town, to which 
centre he was now transferred as Second 
Police Magistrate. On leaving Circular Head 
the Van Diemen’s Land Company presented 
him with a silver tray inscribed “ To Ronald 
Campbell Gunn, J.P. for his able, zealous 
and conciliatory conduct as Police Magis- 
trate on their estates during 1836-1838 ". 


LETTER 173. 


Hobart Town, 30th Novr 1838. 
My dear Sir. 


Since I last had the pleasure of writing to you, 
your favour of 30 May by Dr Scouler eame to 
hand, as also the Books, Paper, &c. for which 
please accept my best thanks. Last month I was 
offered the appointment of second Poliee Magis- 
trate at Hobart Town & to be member of thc 
Board of Assignment which I aceepted, and am 
thercfore now fairly settled in thc metropolis 
of V.D.L.— I left Circular Head on 14th Octr. 
with all my worldly goods; leaving behind many 
friends in that limited eommunity with whom I 
had spent many pleasant hours. My present 
situation will oecupy my time more fully than 
it has been for some years past,— so that my 
Natl. History Collections arc likely to be small 
for some time to come, but still I hope to be 
able to collect a specimen or two oceasionally. 
I delivered your letter to Sir John Franklin, and 
for which I owe you many obligations. You 
however flatter me too much & lead him to 
expect more from my scientific exertions — than 
Iam at all likely to fulfil. Both Sir John & Lady 
Franklin have shown me since their arrival the 
greatest possible kindness & attention. 


I found Dr Seouler at Hobart Town— and had 
various conversations with him. I gave him 
numerous letters to my friends at Launceston 
where I thought a favourable opening existed 
for a mcdieal man. His opinion after visiting 
it eoincided with mine but he thinks a flock of 
sheep at Port Phillip will be the most profit- 
able— extensive tracts of land fit for grazing 
can there be occupied rent free — the climate is 
excellent— and he can at the same time follow 
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his profession— altogether I believe he has 
made the most judicious selection, & I have no 
doubt will thrive. He sailed on 10th Inst. on 
the Renown for Sydney to visit that Colony — & 
to go to Port Phillip direct from there or via 
Launceston. 


I have not yet received any account of Mr 
Shorts money.— I sincerely hope at least some 
portion of the Amount may be recovered. 


It is with feelings of deep and sincere regret 
I have to mention the death of my amiable friend 
Mrs. I. G. Smith which took place at Launceston 
on 8th Oetr — at the early age of 29. She had 
been in a delicate state of health for about two 
years and a half.— In Septr 1836 she removed 
to Circular Head, and in the search after 
Orehideae, Algae, Shells, &e appeared to be 
gradually improving from the pure air and 
exercise consequent on such pursuits; but her 
whole constitution appears to have been injured 
and a few weks after her accouchement and the 
death of her child she also was removed from 
this life. My youngest child was taken eare 
of by her from his infancy, and she was indeed 
a mother to him. Her loss to me on his account 
is deeply felt— but that person must indeed have 
many friends who can spare a tried and faithful 
one— (and certainly I am not that one—) 
without feeling that another link of the chain 
which binds them to this world is broken. 


As we advance in life how many of those 
who started with us in our career or who we 
picked up on the road — drop from us— and 
doubtless it is well ordered to be so— that when 
the time eomes for our own removal, we may 
have as few ties as possible to make us regret 
leaving this world. My next collection will 
contain many of Mrs Smith's Orchideae beauti- 
fully preserved but all are duplicates of my last 
numbers. I am most unfortunate in my Botan- 
ieal friendships,— poor Robert Lawrence’s loss 
has never been made up— the vacancy caused 
by his death still remains open. 


In August last I visited the Hampshire Hills 
on duty from Circular Head.— During my ride 
through the dense humid forest extending from 
Emu Bay to the Hampshire Hills I found the 
long looked for Dawsonia polytrichoides in con- 
siderable abundance.— It was only coming into 
flower, but some of last seasons flowers not 
having dropped off I recognised the peculiar 
tuft of ciliae. The plants at first struck me as 
belonging to Epacrideae from their size and 
rigid appearance but on dismounting I discovered 
it to be a moss.— On my return I found the 
flowers and was really delighted to be able at 
last to send it to you.— The plants were in many 


eases 6 to 11 inches high.— It grew in large 
patches, always on the ground & not on deeayed 
trees, usually on the ball of earth torn up by 
the roots of trees when blown down by the 
wind— I found it from within 4 miles of Emu 
Bay to about 9 miles from that station but it 
may extend farther inland.— It is strikingly 
different to my Nos 28 & 29 (Polytrichum). 
I have requested Dr. Milligan to collect it largely 
when in a proper state of inflorescence but 
even if he neglects doing so I think I have 
enough of excellent specimens of both male & 
female flowers — I rolled them into a parcel and 
carried them in my coat pocket as I had no good 
means of preserving them.—My absence, includ- 
ing two days at the Hills, being only 6 days — & 
a ride of 160 miles.— I think I have no other 
novelty to mention to you partieularly. I have 
found Drosera Menziesii & the George Town 
Tetratheea in considerable abundance between 
Roeky & Table Capes.— 


Dr. Milligan's Books have not yet arrived.— 


10th Decr. Lady Franklin has invited me to ac- 
company her on an expedition to Port Davey & 
Maequarie Harbour & I expeet to start this 
evening.— Mr. Gould the Ornithologist ac- 
eompanies us, and I had hoped to have had the 
Revd. Mr Lillie also, but his elerieal duties are 
too extensive to admit of his being absent more 
than two weeks— whereas there is a possibility 
that we may be detained from 4 to 6 weeks. 
As I take ample means of preserving plants I 
hope to add some novelties from that remote 
quarter. The Huon or Macquarie Harbour Pine 
will be one tree which I have been long anxious 
to see, & ascertain in how far it agrees with 
any of the Coniferae I found on the Western 
Mountains. Sir John Franklin does not go with 
us. I shall report the results on my return. 


I much fear you ean do nothing in Mr Short’s 
business except by fair means — as the Bill was 
returned to this Colony. I have requested Mr 
Seott to send it back to the merchants in London 
& thereby enable them to proeeed upon it. the 
amount would be invaluable to me just now. 


I shall send you another lot of plants as soon 
after my return from Macquarie Harbour as 
possible. We go by sea with a Govt Brig & 
Schooner. Address me in future merely Ronald 
C. Gunn Hobart Town 


[On the back of the letter is this note by 
Hooker]: 


* Sent Mr Gunn by Dr Johnstone/Mar 1840 / 
Annals Se. Nat. V. 1-6 /Ann. of Nat Hist 20-25 
/ Ic Plant. P. VI. / Journal of Botany 9 -10 / 
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Edinb Jour of Nat. Hist / Penny Mage V. 15. 
16./ Iceland Tour vol. 1-2." 


Musei 28 Macromitrium microstomum Hook. 
& Grev. 
29 Bartramia papillata Hook.f. & 
Wils. 


The George Town Tetratheca is probably T. 
ciliata, Lindl. 


The letter bears a Hobart Town postmark 
with a crown over the name. It was landed 
' at Brighton on 18th May, 1839 and was post- 
marked into Glasgow at 5 p.m. on 19th May, 


1839. 


Dr. Seouler was another of Sir William's 
acquaintances, who, on emigrating to Van 
Diemen’s Land, carried a letter of introduc- 
tion to Ronald Gunn. No doubt, after the 
unhappy experience with the erring Mr. 
Short, who still continues to crop up in the 
correspondence, Hooker was now more care- 
ful in his nominees. 


Dr. Scouler, a one-time pupil with Dr. 
Hooker, was surgeon on the Hudson Bay 
Company's brig, ‘ William and Ann,” which 
took David Douglas to the west coast of 
North America. To Dr. Hooker from the 
Great Falls on the Columbia River, March 
24th, 1826, Douglas writes— 


“From Dr Scouler you must have ob- 
tained a good description of North- 
Western America, and be made acquainted 
with many of its treasures. He left me in 
fine spirits; and when we were together, 
not a day passed in which you were not 
spoken of. His departure I much regret; 
we had always been friends, and here our 
friendship increased. When botanizing 
along the shores of the Columbia River 
and in the adjoining woods, we would 
sometimes sit down and rest our limbs, 
and then conversation often turned on 
Glasrow and Ben Lomond. If a favourite 
moss caught his eye, and was eagerly 


grasped and transferred to the vasculum, 
the remark was pretty sure to follow, * how 
much would Dr. Hooker like to be with 
us!’ I felt very lonely during the first 
few weeks after Dr. Scouler had sailed." 


Dr. Scouler was later Professor of Natural 
History in the Andersonian University, 
Glasgow, and subsequently Professor of 
Geology in the Royal Dublin Institution. 
Vide “Companion to the Botanical Mag- 
azine " Vol. II 1836 p. 105. 


Mrs. Smith, who had helped Gunn both 
with his botany and his motherless family, 
probably died from that scourge of the times, 
consumption. Her well-mounted specimens 
must still be in existence, either at Kew or 
Sydney Herbarium, where Gunn’s own col- 
lection is now kept. 


Dawsonia  polytrichoides (D. superba 
Grev.) was the moss that Gunn and Law- 
rence were seeking for Hooker when they 
began collecting. The dense forest where 
Gunn found it has today been replaced by 
the fertile farmlands of the Ridgley district. 


The expedition to Port Davey and Mac- 
quarie Harbour in the Government schooner 
" Eliza", H. Hurburgh, Master, never got 
further than Recherche Bay in D'Entre- 
casteaux Channel. There it was weather- 
bound nearly a month and finally returned 
to Hobart Town. Those in the party, in 
addition to crew and servants, were Lady 
l'ranklin and her step-daughter Elinor, John 
Gould, Ronald Gunn and his assistant and 
Captain King R.N. and his wife. Lengthy 
references to their stay in Recherche Bay 
may be found in Lady Franklin's letters 
published by Mackaness. 


While there Gunn collected many plants, 
being especially interested in those that the 
French botanist Labillardiére had described 
when with the D'Entrecasteaux expedition 
of 1793. He also searched unsuccessfuly for 
any remains of the European garden laid out 
at the time by the gardener of the expedition, 
La Haye. 
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John Gould was the famous ornithologist 
and author of the monumental “ Birds of 
Australia. At the time Gould and his wife 
were guests of Sir John and Lady Franklin 
at Government House, while he and his 
assistant John Gilbert collected specimens 
to describe. From these specimens artistic 
and aecurate coloured drawings of the birds 
were made by Mrs. Gould for reproduction. 


Gunn's next letter is addressed from 
Hobarton, Tasmania. The oval postmark 
on the outside however reads ** Hobart Town, 


REDI 


LETTER 174. 


Hobarton, Tasmania. 
18 February 1840. 


My dear Sir, 

So long a time has elapsed since I had the 
pleasure of receiving a letter from you that 
I am now in hopes your Son, who is expeeted 
to reach this about April with Captain Ross, 
wil be the Bearer of some tidings from you. 
However I never blame you but I am well aware 
how very closely you must be occupied; and 
that among your many very valuable corres- 
pondents I must hold a very second-rate place 
in importance. I am still zealous in Collecting, 
but really incessant official employment prevents 
my devoting the time necessary to arrange them 
for transmission to England. My House however 
is now so full that I must get rid of them 
immediately & shall therefore as soon as 
possible commence my system of packing for 
you & my other correspondents. The great Robt 
Brown has requested me, through Sir John 
Franklin, to correspond with him & I intend 
therefore adding him to Dr. Lindley & your- 
self in my list, & send him a lot this season. 


Where I am not adding new species to my 
Collection I am at least adding numerous good 
specimens of the old numbers. I found 226, 
Podocarpus sp. Nov. ? on Mt Wellington & 
have got plenty of it. Drosera Areturi abund- 
antly & many others Another Cryptandra from 
the Derwent like C. ulicina & many others 
highly interesting even to me. I see Vallisneria 
spiralis in the Derwent but it is not yet in 
flower. I heard of a small species existing in it— 
(some years ago,) but I looked for it in vain a 
few days ago. I have rambled to the summit of 


Mt Wellington more than once,— To the Huon 
River over-land, & examined the banks of the 
Derwent pretty closely for 26 miles above 
Hobarton, but I cannot say I have found all, 
or one half of what I have no doubt exists 
in these localities as I ean only in my hurried 
trips from incessant office tasks taks a cusory 
peep at the most striking plants— leaving 
the smaller ones for greater leisure at a 
future day. During the last 12 months in 
addition to ny duties as Asst. Police Mgte, & 
Managing Member of the Assignment Board, 
I have been assistant to my Brother as Prinl. 
Superintendents of Convicts. Holding these 
offiees I have hardly dared to leave Town 
for 24 hours at any time.— I am now about 
to relinquish these and succeed to the Honble 
Harry Elliot as Private Secretary to Sir John 
Franklin— Mr Elliot returns to England & 
sails tomorrow— by him I send this, and the 
trunk of a Fern tree for your aeceptance as I 
learned their structure was exciting much 
interest among Physiologists. I have sent 4 
of them — so that you must commission some 
friend to cull a good one. One of them branches 
off into three stems or heads. Another has some 
parasitical ferns on it — so that there is a 
ehoice. 2 are for Lindley one for Brown & one 
for yourself. 


I feel quite ashamed of my not having yet 
sent you the Dawsonia which I eollected so long 
ago, but in addition to my official business I 
have so many other odd matters to attend to 
that my amusements must be neglected. I have 
established a Hortieultural Society here & made 
myself Seeretary to push it on with plenty of 
work but no pay— but it will do much good. 
I was elected President of the Laun. Horticul- 
tural Society which was formed two years ago. 
I am Secretary of a Natural History Society 
Sir John has established here. We are few in 
number yet — but we are endeavouring to 
ferret out the Natural Ilistory of this interest- 
ing Colony. I have written a paper enlarging 
Mr Backhouse on the fruits, roots & plants of 
V.D.L. which may be rendered available for the 
sustenance of man;— & some smaller ones. 
My collection of Testaceae is also the best. We 
purpose immediately forming a museum— more 
partieularly direeted to the produetions of the 
island. 


Lady Franklin's Botanic Garden is under my 
eare and about 180 acres have been purehased by 
her 4 to 5 miles from Town. I am now clearing 
some aeres to lay out the Natural Orders of our 
indigenous plants— & have opened out a walk 
up the Rivulet upon which it is placed upwards 
of a mile and a quarter long through a dense 
grove of Fern trees, Jagus, Pomaderris, 
Cryptocarya & other interesting Plants— with 
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a splendid collection of Cryptogamia on all 
sides. I look anxiously for your Son to aid me in 
laying it out to advantage. 


I found some interesting land & fresh water 
shells last week whieh I must send by & bye 
to any one interested in these things. 


Of Dr Scouler I heard a week or two ago. He 
has commenced Brewer at Parramatta near 
Sydney. Dr Valentine, author of Some Improve- 
ments on the Microscope & a paper on Mosses 
in the Linnaean Trans. arrived here reeently. 
He was delighted with some Mosses & Ferns I 
Showed him. He has received an appointment as 
Distt. Surgeon at Campbell Town in this Colony. 
I fear however he has to a certain extent 
abandoned scientifie pursuits, although it is a 
pity as he possesses a splendid microscope & 
he is fond of your favourite branch— the 
Cryptogamia, Characeae, &e. Many of the 
Aquatic plants are I doubt not very interesting, 
but they certainly possess little attraction when 
geen in a dried state, 


I have so much to tell relative to individual 
lants that I must defer my remarks until I 
gend you my collection — whenever that may 


pe. 


I shall soon write again I hope 
[He signs off and then adds forlornly] 
I have never heard from Short. 
226 Podocarpus alpina R.Br. 


By Fagus Gunn means the Myrtle Beech, 
while Cryptocarya is a genus in Lauraceae 
not found in Tasmania. He may mean Ather- 
osperma, the Sassafras. Testaceae are 
marine shells. 


This is the only letter in the whole series 
in which Gunn uses the name Tasmania in 
his address. Tasmania did not become the 
official name of the colony until self-rovern- 
ment was granted in 1853, but it was in 
current use twenty years earlier. Gunn, 
however, was a stickler for official usage. 
iie never calls the land across Bass Strait 
Australia, but refers to it as the southern 


coast of New Holland, its official title until 
1850, though here again the name Australia, 
suggested by Flinders, was already com- 
monly used. i 


Gunn's house was in the old Government 
House grounds, where it had been built by 
Governor Arthur for his nephew, Charles 
Arthur. These grounds occupied the site of 
the present Hobart Town Hall and Franklin 
Square and the street between them. 


Sir William Hooker's son was Dr, Joseph 
Dalton Hooker R.N., who at the age of 23, 
was surgeon-botanist to the expedition of 
Captain (afterwards Sir) James Clark Ross, 
who with Her Majesty’s ships “ Erebus " and 
“Terror” (under Captain Crozier) was 
making extensive observations on the var- 
iations of the Earth's magnetic field. Ross 
arrived at Hobart Town in August 1840 and 
stayed three months, setting up a magnetic 
observatory on the Domain, on the site of 
the present Government House. He then 
sailed south, getting to within 200 miles of 
the South Magnetic Pole before being 
blocked by ice. Returning to Hobart Town 
to refit. the expedition spent the months of 
March, April and May there, before sailing 
for Sydney, New Zealand and the Pacific to 
continue magnetic observations. 


Gunn’s visit to the Huon River overland 
may have been to the first settlement in the 
estuary of the Huon, in which Lady Franklin 
was actively interested (see Mackaness). 


The Hobart Town Horticultural Society, 
founded in November 1839, with Captain C. 
Swanston president and Ronald Gunn sec- 
retary, held its first show at the Regatta 
Ground on 8rd December of that year. It was 
later merged with the Royal Society of Tas- 
mania, founded by Sir John Eardley Wilmot 
in 1848. 


Franklin’s Natural History Society, later 
known as the Tasmanian Society, was the 
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first real attempt to found a learned society 
in Tasmania. It made some notable contri- 
butions, by way of scientific papers, to the 
knowledge of Tasmanian Natural History, 
before it combined with the Royal Society of 
Tasmania in 1848. 


A letter, not in the file and which may have 
been lost in transit, evidently preceded the 
following one. 


LETTER 175. 


Hobarton, V.D. Land. 
5th Deeemr 1840 
My dear Sir 


I wrote you a few days ago P. “ Marianne‘ 
enclosing Third of a Bill of Exchange for £11, 
being an amount left with me by your Son for 
transmission, and I now beg to cnelose the other 
two parts which I trust will be duly honoured. 


+ 


It is so short a time sinee J wrote that I have 
got but little news to offer. 


I fear I shall be unable to have the Box ready 

to go P. Emu, and must allow it to remain until 

' I ean really quit my office altogether. Unless 

carefully put up the things will get all destroycd 

—whieh would render them valueless, & I find 

some of the V.D.L. plants put up by your Son 

were not dry & had beeome mildewed. I shall 
not however alter his pareel in any way. 


I think it is possible the vessels may come 
here again about the beginning of this winter 
unless they find a good harbour near the 
Magnetie Pole. The vessels sail most miserably 
ill, and cannot beat to windward. Off our 
Southern Coasts the Gales are very strong and 
usually from one Point vizt the S.W.—Your 
Son’s Colleetions from the Islands south of New 
Zealand will be invaluable. 


I hope to be able to leave my present offices 
some time this month. Mr Lawrcnce's health 
eontinues preearious, & he is most anxious to 
place the management in my hands as early as 
possible. A Son of Profcssor Henslow of Cam- 
bridge is to succced me as Private Seeretary, and 
I am now alone waiting for his arrival from 
Sydney to initiate him into his duties— and then 
rctire. 


Your old aequaintance Jorgenson honours mc 
by frequent interviews— as he knows I now 
through you feel an intcrest in him. He is 
however ineorrigible, and will never do much 


good. He follows no industrious mode of earn- 
ing money, but really lives by his wits. I shall 
send you the eontinuation of his Autobiography 
in the Box to you.— 


I send my friend Mr Wm Valentine (the micro- 
scope man) some speeimens of Azolla in water 
the other day. He was delighted with it and 
thinks he ean throw considerable light upon it, 
even altho' the immortal Brown has had it 
through [his?] hands. Valentine is in full 
praetiee as Asst Colonial Surgeon at Campbell 
Town and has abandoned all Botanieal researches 
or nearly so, but he eould not resist the tempta- 
tion of the Azolla when I put it in his way. I 
have a large glass bottle with Orchideae for 
Brown in pyroligneous acid — into it I also 
threw some Azolla for his amusement. 


I must now eonclude this by promising again 
to write you soon — 


Sir William's address is given as Woodside 
Crescent, Glasgow. The letter is postmarked 
outward from Hobart Town on 7th. Decem- 
ber, 1840. and inward to Glasgow at 2 p.m. 
on 20th April, 1841. The postmark “ SHIP 
LETTER” has replaced the former “ INDIA 
LETTER”. Port of entry is not indicated. 


The Azolla that tempted Valentine is com- 
monly called Waterfern, but is not a true 
fern. 


The day before Gunn wrote Sir William 
this letter, his “ old acquaintance Jorgenson” 
also wrote to him. This letter, written in a 
good, firm hand, has no postal endorsements, 
simply “Sir Wm. Jackson Hooker / Glas- 
gow,” on the outside. It may have been sent 
in an envelope, or possibly Gunn enclosed it 
with his to save Jorgenson the postal charges. 
Apparently they both agreed about Dr. 
Lhotsky's character. 


LETTER 47. 


Hobart Town, Van Dicmen's 
Land. Deeember 4. 1840. 
[Dear?] Sir, 


After a lapse of many years, it could not be 
but extremely gratifying to me that you had 
requested Dr Johnson to make some inquiry 
about me. I have scen that gentleman several 
times. Mr Ronald Gunn also acquainted me 
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that your son was engaged as naturalist on 
board one of the discovery ships, and that he 
wished to see me. I met him one day and had 
the unspeakable satisfaction of beholding the 
son of one who in former days was my friend; 
and the transactions we were engaged in at the 
opposite extremity of the globe dwell on my 
memory, although at this time of life the images 
which lurk round my mind partake of the 
character of a dream. 


I endeavoured once or twice afterwards to 
see Mr Hooker, but he dedicated the whole of 
his time to look for plants ete. He, however, 
appeared to me to resemble you very much, and 
possessed your manner when you were young. 
I hope that no untoward accidents will occur 
during an expedition which is not without its 
perils. — 


Mr Gunn tells me that he going to send you 
the “ Annual" of 1838, published by Elliston, 
and should he do so, you will therein find the 
second part of my “Autobiography”. I 
believe that the ever lamented Dr Ross for- 
warded you some former Annual, which con- 
tained the first portion of my Autobiography. 
It is indeed to be regretted that for the last two 
years past no Annuals have been published in 
the Colony, but Elliston is not equal to the 
task.— He lack’s Dr Ross’s abilities and in- 
dustry; the latter was a man of sterling worth, 
and highly respected. 


I think you will feel some interest in me, and 
like to know what I have been doing since my 
arrival in the colony. The Annual of 1838 will 
furnish you an account of me up until the 
departure of Sir George Arthur from the 
Colony. My history since my arrival here has 
been (as in all other instances of my life) one 
of strange fortunes and great activity; I have 
at various periods exercised great influence 
over the colonial press. A valuable work is now 
completed which will be published in England 
“Sketches of Van Diemen's Land and the 
Neighbouring Colonies By T. H. Braim, of St 
John's College, Cambridge, und now Head 
Master of the Proprietory School, New Town. 
The work will be much more extensive than was 
at first intended. I was invited to render 
assistance. The fact is that I alone could 
effectually do so. I had been two years in quest 
of the Aborigines. With reference to this race 
of people the Colonial Archives contain no less 
than eleven large Octavos.— Volume No. 1 — 
is upwards of one thousand pages, more than 
five hundred written by me, in the shape of 
reports to the local government — and so on in 
other volumes. The languages (four in number) 
of the Aboriginal tribes of Van Diemen's land 
are not noticed in the public records, and I am 
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the only one who possess the vocabularies com- 
plete, at least to a certain extent. I believe 
Alexander MeGeary's has been published in 
England by an imposter and literary pirate of 
the name of Lottsky, who succeeded in gaining 
a copy; but McGeary is very illiterate.— I 
intended sometime since to have forwarded you 
the vocabularies, songs and translation of part 
of the first chapter of Genesis, but I supplied 
Mr Gunn with what I had, and as Mr Braim’s 
book will soon appear you will therein obtain 
the necessary knowledge, should it interest you. 


The history of the manners, custom’s, lan- 
guages, with the so called “ Black War” will 
alone comprise 200 pages.— The history of Van 
Diemen’s Land from its first Colonization will 
occupy 200 inore, including Emigration, Convict 
Discipline; observations on the literature of the 
Colony ete. 


All this matter has been written by myself 
without any assistance. The mass of journals 
in my possession has been of material service, 
and of great importance. The introduction is 
also left to mc, and the entire work, as far as 
I am concerned, partakes something of the 
character of philosophical inquiry. 


I have however made a very bad bargain, for 
when Mr Braim first commenced he intended 
to make a light production, but had he done 
so, he must have lost the golden opportunity of 
being the first writer who has written a con- 
nected history of the Colony. All that you have 
secn at home is fallacious in the extreme; and 
evinces decided feelings of party-spirit and pre- 
judices.— Mr Braims will have the merit of 
sterling truth, and be free of all biass. 


I have stated that Dr. Lottsky is an imposter 
and a literary pirate; I have so said because I 
think you may have seen something of his 
paltry productions ut home, he is a very ignorant 
man, although excessively impudent. It is not 
altogether fair to revile an individual who is at 
a distance of 16000 miles, and I shall therefore, 
out of a great number of pranks, state one. A 
learned German Botanist, through his agent in 
London, sent to one of our most respectable and 
wealthy merchants, requesting to procure him 
native seeds of all sorts. People here at the 
time thought Lottsky to be a very clever fellow. 
Mr. M. Orr, the merchant alluded to, applied to 
the self duhbed Dr who said “ Wery vell, Sar, 
you must give me £30 to begin vith.” The sum 
was advanced, and in a short time produced a 
large tea chest, well packed up and secured.— 
Lottsky said ' but, Sar, mind the air must not 
come to it, it will spoil all the (de) seeds”. Mr 
M. Orr, did not suspect any trickery, and the 
package was forwarded to England. When it 
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was there opened, to the astonishment of all, 
it was found to contain nothing but saw dust. 
Lottsky knows nothing about secds, plants and 
shrubs. In Sydney he played similar capers. 
About six months after the saw dust had arrived 
in London Mr Orr received a letter from his 
correspondent complaining of the trick.— Dr 
Lottsky mct some day Mr Orr in the street when 
the former came up offering his hand saying 
* Oh Mr Orr — how you do?" — Mr Orr replied 
“I wonder you have the impudence to speak 
to me aftcr the deception you have practised 
upon me with the seeds." — Vat deception ? — 
Filling the chest with saw dust. — ‘ Ah, Sar, 
have you got the (de) money paid vich you gave 
me?" — Yes! — “ (Oh,) Then, Sar, you have lost 
nothing — Good morning Sar!" 


When at Port Arthur Lottsky got some 
prisoner there to take some drawings of fishes, 
and so on, which he called his own. He then 
advertised that he intended to give public 
lectures in the Court House. His character and 
ignorance were well known by this time, so the 
public rushed in without paying for the 
admission (2 Crown each). When Lottsky began 
to open his lecture, the whole audience set up 
a roar of laughter, and continued making all 
manner of noises.— The speaker then with the 
utmost sangfroid said — “ Wery vel I see you do 
not understand dese tings, I shall valk.” 


He also advertised his museum for show which 
consisted of a box of trash, for which, however, 
he received £30, as a matter of charity, from 
the Institution, to enable him to defray the 
expenec of his passage home. 


I have thus marked the conduct of Lottsky in 
the colony, for it is men of his stamp, who 
meeting with just disappointment, go home and 
publish some wretched pamphlet, or something 
in the Newspapers, to the injury of the char- 
acter of the Colonists, and which is greedily 
swallowed. 


You will see in Mr Braim's book some stric- 
tures on Captain Maconochies convict discipline 
plan, which is the most foolish that could enter 
the head of a man. It is visionary altogether. 


I am now advanced to that time of life, next 
March 29th Sixty one years, that I cannot much 
longer expect to linger in this world, and I am 
desirous, in case of final departure that [some ?] 
memorial be left of me. I have been so careless 
as not even to keep one copy of each of the 
productions which I have published. — — They 
are in Danish, “ An account of the fisheries in 
the South Seas, and the force trade." In 
English * The Copenhagen Expedition traced to 
other causes than the treaty of Tilsit."—(My 
* State of Christianity in Othaheiti " I wish no' 


to notice, it must be passed over)—" Travels 
through France and Germany " — * The Religion 
of Christ is the Religion of Nature" all pub- 
lished in England. In Van Diemen’s land, 
"'The Funding System" and " Publicola" on 
trial by jury. — You have some manuscripts 
by you, and one fcll in the hands of Mr. Christie, 
who I believe is a friend of your's, I wrote 
it in conjunction with Mr. Jermyn. Even at 
this its publication would be useful, as it 
contains a great deal of valuable matter with 
regard to the ancient times of Ictland and 
Seandinavia. I have also contributed largely 
in my dates to some of the London Newspapers, 
noticed when I am no more.— 


I might have written more, but you wil] prob- 
ably see Dr Johnson. 


l should be glad to learn what is become of 
Mrs Jermyn, Mr Turner, and some of other of 
your friends of whom I have not heard for 
years? 


I shall now conclude with wishing you all 
manner of happiness as well as your family.— 
With the most perfect sincerity I subscribe 
myself 

Your's most faithfully 
J. Jorgenson 
P.S. It would hardly be fair to Mr. Braim to let 


it be generally made known that I have con- 
tributed so largely to his book.— 


Gunn's remark on the poor sailing qualities 
of the “Erebus” and “ Terror," together 
with Jorgenson's foreboding comment on the 
perils of the voyage, may have caused Sir 
William to ask Sir John Franklin to try to 
persuade Joseph to leave the expedition if 
and when it returned to Hobart Town; 
(though there would scarcely be time enough 
for the transmission of the letters to and 
from England). 


This is Sir John's reply. It is addressed to 
Sir William J. Hooker, Kew, Sir William 
having been appointed Director of the Royal 
Botanie Gardens, Kew, in 1840. 


LETTER 157. 


Govt. House V.D. Land 
6th August 1841 
My dear Sir William 
Had not your Son written by every oppor- 
tunity which was afforded I should certainly 
have done so at an earlier period.— I [inferred?] 
however that he would speak for himself as to 


T. E. BURNS & J. R. SKEMP 89 


his health and feclings respecting the voyage 
having had the pleasure of seeing him quite 
well on his first arrival and ful of zeal in 
the good eauses— He would have scouted any 
suggestion that I might have made as to his 
remaining here and I am sure the loss of his 
services to this Scientific voyage would have 
been great indeed had the state of his health 
rendered such a proposition desirable — I am 
truly happy to say that his health was then 
good and also on his return after their success- 
ful trip to the Southwards — He was in faet 
then looking stronger— He caught a cold on 
one of his excursions which caused him to keep 
on board a little time but from the effects of 
this he had completely recovered before the 
ships sailed for Sydney— Ross assured me 
that he is always well at sea— and among the 
foremost to promote the objects of the Exped- 
ition.— I have been much pleased with his energy 
and zeal in colleeting and I have no doubt that 
his accuracy & faithfulness in describing what 
he gathers equals his zeal — He would be 
always at his work and in this respect reminded 
me often of our mutual friend Dr Richardson — 
I trust neither Lady looker or yourself will 
entertain any uneasiness and will depend upon 
it that he will by the blessing of God return 
Home strengthened & improved in every way 
and that his Family & Friends will have cause 
to rejoice at his having bcen employed on this 
Expedition. 


As the ships are to proceed after the next 
summer's operations to the Falkland Islands— 
there is little prospect of your having the 
pleasure of seeing any of the party again before 
we have the happiness of meeting them in 
England — It is fortunate that the position of 
V.D. Land was more favourable for the series 
of observations which Ross had to make than 
any other in this Quarter— and thus he was 
enabled to follow his own inclinations and afford 
us the highest gratifieation by staying longer 
here than he could have at another plaee— This 
family feel identified with the Expedition and 
I have the satisfaction of knowing that the 
whole Colony entertains a very lively Interest 
in its suecess— and in the welfare of its Com- 
mander Officers & Crews. The Magnetie obser- 
vations at the Stationary Observatory are highly 
interesting and I am sure the most important 
results will be obtained from their Analysis — 
No persons could be more sedulous and accurate 
than are the three officers Dr Kay Mr Scott & 
[Mr Dayman?] who make and register them— 


You will be sorry to learn that your cor- 
respondent and friend Mr R. C. Gunn had the 
misfortune of breaking his Leg a few months 
since— which though it is now nearly re- 


covered— will prevent his being so active a 
collector as before. He is now in eharge of 
the Estates of Mr Lawrenee recently dead— 
one of our most wealthy Proprietors— a 
situation more to his taste than the eonfinement 
of a Publie Office where you have to work some- 
what after the manner of a Horse in a Mill. 
Mr Gunn's Head Quarters are at Launceston so 
that we see but little of him— I perceive how- 
ever that he is taking the lead in the Horti- 
eultural Society at that place and establishing 
a monthly meeting for the discussion of subjects 
apertaining to that Science — the effects of 
this will not be to prevent his contributing 
Papers to our Society — of which you perhaps 
may have heard from your Son — who kindly 
furnished us with a Paper.— This little Scien- 
tific Society was formed at Government House 
where its meetings eontinue to be held monthly— 
Our first number has been printed these six 
weeks— but its publieation has been delayed for 
two or three illustrations— When it is published 
I shall have pleasure in sending you a eopy— and 
will you allow me to say that we should be 
much flattered by your eontributing a paper for 
one of the forth coming numbers— on any 
subject which your full acquaintance with the 
Natural History of this Colony will readily 
supply— 


The latest English Papers communieated the 
intelligence of your appointment to the Direc- 
tion of H.M. Garden at Kew which I believe 
you have been desirous to obtain for some 
time. Among other great advantages which your 
residence at Kew will give to Science— your 
friends in London will derive the benefit of more 
easy & more frequent personal conference with 
you— Lady Franklin joins me in sincere con- 
gratulations and in kind regards to Lady 
Hooker. Your Son had the kindness to present 
my wife with a Copy of your letters on the late 
Duke of Bedford, which I was reading last 
night.— We heard recently of the arrival of 
the ships at Sydney & that Ross had estab- 
lished his observatory on Garden Island. I 
forwarded to him a box full of Papers & letters 
for both ships which Captain Beaufort had sent 
to my care by the Rajah [ ] He will 
thercfore get the Box before he leaves for New 
Zealand 


Believe me 
My dear Sir William 
Yours very Sineerely 
John Franklin 


Sir William J. Hooker 
Kew 
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[Written across the head of the first page is 
this postscript |— 

Will you remember me very kindly to our 
[friend?] Brown — What would he say to 
V.D. Land now? Of all his acquaintances Old 
Kemp alone survives — Jorgen Jorgenson died 
in the hospital after a short illness — He had 
been long breaking — Dr. Hooker saw him and 
perhaps had from him a request for a little 
money as l occasionally had on the score of 
being an old ship mate. 


Old Kemp was Antony Fenn Kemp, mer- 
chant of Hobart Town and owner of the Mt. 
Vernon estate at Green Ponds (Kempton) in 
the Southern Midlands. He may have known 
Robert Brown when he was in New South 
Wales or later. 


Jorgenson also probably knew Brown 
when he was with Flinders. He had now 
gone on his last great adventure; without, 
presumably, having had a cast of his head 
taken for the Phrenological Society. 


The “little Scientific Society," for which 
Dr. Joseph Hooker had contributed a paper 
on “Some Fossil Wood from Macquarie 
Plains, Tasmania", was the Tasmanian 
Society already alluded to, and of which 
Ronald Gunn was secretary during his term 
of office as Secretary to Sir John Franklin. 


Hooker's Paper was printed in the 
Society's “ Tasmanian Journal", Volume 1. 
In the same volume is an extract from the 
“ Proceedings of the Zoological Society of 
London" which contains the descriptions 
and names of 24 new species of fish from 
“Port Arthur, Tasmania, collected by T. J. 
Lempriere Esq. under instructions from Sir 
John Franklin,” by John Richardson M.D., 
F.R.S., F.L.S. 


The Royal Gardens at Kew, of which Sir 
William Hooker continued as Director for 
the rest of his life, were founded in 1759 by 
the dowager Princess of Wales, Princess 
Augusta, with the help of Lord Bute, a better 
botanist than a statesman. Her son, George 
III, took a great interest in them and was 
often in residence at the Royal Palace there. 


He had Sir Joseph Banks as adviser; in fact 
Banks was in effect, though not in name, 
Director of the Gardens until his death. In 
1840 the Gardens were taken over by the 
State and Hooker placed in charge of them. 
It was largely due to the work of Sir William 
and his son Sir Joseph who succeeded him, 
that Kew Gardens are now the most famous 
botanical gardens in the world, and contain 
an herbarium of over a million plant 
specimens. 


The nucleus of the Kew Herbarium was 
Sir William's own collection, which he trans- 
ferred from Glasgow and which was later 
purchased by the British Government. Of 
this collection Dr. Asa Gray wrote in the 
“ American Journal of Science," Vol. XI, No. 
1 (quoted in the “ Journal of Botany," Vol. 
III p. 366) — 


The herbarium of Sir Wm. J. Hooker, at 
Glasgow, is not only the largest and most 
valuable collection in the world, in the possession 
of a private individual; but it also eomprises 
the richest collection of North American plants 
in Europe. Here we find nearly eomplete sets 
of the plants colleeted in the Arctic voyages of 
discovery, the overland journeys of Franklin 
to the Polar Sea, the collections of Drummond 
and Douglas in the Roeky Mountains, Oregon, 
and California, as well as those of Prof. Scouler, 
Mr Tolmie, Dr Gardner, and numerous offieers 
of the Hudson Bay Company, from almost every 
part of the vast territory embraeed in their 
operations, from one side of the continent to 
the other. By an active and prolonged eor- 
respondence with nearly all the botanists and 
lovers of plants in the United States and Canada, 
as well as by the eollections of travellers, this 
herbarium is rendered unusually rich in the 
botany of this country North America; while 
Drummond's Texan collection, and many eon- 
tributions from Mr Nuttall and others, very 
fully represent the Flora of our southern and 
western eonfines, That these valuable materials 
have not been buried, nor suffered to aeceumulate 
to no purpose or advantage to science, the pages 
of the Flora Boreali-Americana, the Botanical 
Magazine, the Botanical Miscellany, the Journal 
of Botany, the Icones Plantarum, and other 
works of this industrious botanist abundantly 
testify; and no single herbarium will afford 
the student of North American botany such 
extensive aid as that of Sir Wm Hooker. 
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Ronald Gunn's next letter, from Launces- 


ton, explains his change of address. 


LETTER 176. 


Launceston, Van Diemen's Land. 


31st October, 1841. 
My dear Sir, 


I am almost ashamed to acknowledge yours 
of 2d. April, which I reeeived on 1st Septr and 
last week a small box of Books. I ean assure 
you I deeply feel your very kind attention, and 
am only sorry that various untoward cireum- 
stances have eaused first months— and then 
years to elapse without my having sent you any 
return. I shall now cease to promise — but 
perform as soon as possible. My eollection is 
reallp immense & valuable. It occupies much 
room & I shall be glad to get it off, but my 
anxiety to increase my own very limitted 
knowledge by correetly numbering them before 
transmission has delayed nie— which joined to 
incessant official drudgery during my stay at 
Hobart Town almost knocked Botany out of my 
Head. 


Large paekets of letters from you & your 
family for your Son Joseph sent by Dr Sinclair— 
eame into my Hands. I packed them all up with 
letters from myself, and sent them to him at 
New Zealand through Sir John Franklin, who 
would forward them via Sydney, and I have no 
doubt will duly reach him— although I was 
doubtful at the time. A small packet— ap- 
parently containing some trinket — & a Book— 
I retained— with the intention of returning them 
to you by the first opportunity— as they were 
bulky to send by Post & might be lost. I in- 
timated to him that I had done so. 


During the stay of your Son at Sydney I 
had three letters from him— the last dated 4 
Augt. He was much pleased with the attention 
he received from Mr W. S. Macleay, but I 
suppose he has from time to time given you a 
full detail of his wanderings. I hope you have 
got his Kerguelen, Auckland & Campbell Islands 
specimens. The latter are most interesting, and 
it will be gratifying, to you to compare the 
Flora of these southern lands with that of 
Van Diemens Land & New Zealand. To your 
Son the present trip will be of inestimable 
value, and I am sure he will make the best use 
of it. 


I rejoice in your appointment to the Royal 
Gardens at Kew and ] shall fee] great pleasure 
in assisting you with seeds &c. I am again 
Gardening my self at Launceston — resuming a 
Hobby which has lain dormant for 5 years. 


I think I mentioned my resignation of all 
Government Oflices— and my having become 
Manager of the late Mr Lawrences Estates. & 
one of his Executors. He died possessed of 
large property, but has left a very large famliy 
to inherit it. My present employment will take 
me much about the country & facilitate my 
colleeting very much:— this season will how- 
ever be almost lost to me— as I had the mis- 
fortune in April last to have my Horse fall 
with me & fracture my left leg in a very bad 
way. It eonfined me for some months to the 
House, and my power of progression is still 
very limitted. Whether I shall ever be able to 
elamber the Hills as I used to do is a question 
I eannot answer. It has been a source of much 
pain & ineonvenience, and has helped to retard 
my returns to you. I was grieved to learn that 
heavy afflietions had also visitted your family. 
They are no doubt all wisely ordered for our 
good, although we cannot held feeling the heavy 
pressure at the time. 


With Sir John & Lady Franklin I continue 
upon the best possible terms.— I must go over 
to Hobart Town sometime this summer to see 
them— Their kindness to me has been unceasing. 


I saw with pleasure the 1st part of the “ Flora 
of V.D.L." in your Botanical Journal. There are 
a few additions & emendations to be made in 
it— but it will be time enough by & bye. Your 
Son was satisfied before he left this [island?] 
that Ranuneulus vestitus was a very distinct 
species & not a variety of R. pimpinellifolius. 
That Tetratheca glandulosa & pilosa were dis- 
tinet species also.— But I reserve to myself for 
future proof that Tetratheca 217 is also distinct, 
The Boronias must remain for the present— but 
I shall send you specimens of at least two 
Pelargoniums which are distinct — despite their 
tendency to run off into varieties. Your Son 
Joseph & I had some amusing discussions over 
these plants, although his acuteness & sound 
reasoning far surpassed anything I could bring 
forward.— I shall make Mr Brown arbitrator I 
think between us as I intend sending him a 
Collection when I send yours. Lindley has done 
the Orehideae admirably. I have got some 
additions for him— & I found Burnettia very 
abundant near Recherche Bay— upon the ground 
where La Billardiere eolleeted. I found [that?] 
an interesting locality. 


Joseph intends publishing a Monograph on 
the Genus Eucalyptus. It will be a most interest- 
ing & valuable work. I intend collecting 
materials zealously for him, but my broken leg 
has sadly interfered with my good intentions. 


Dr. Milligan is about to leave the Hampshire 
Hills & settle at Launceston. This I am sorry 
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for— as he was a useful agent in that part of 
the Colony. He has promised however to make 
a large Collection before he leaves this summer. 


The most interesting plant I shall send you 
wil be a large species in Epacrideae— the 
leaves like Riehea but in some cases upwards of 
3 feet long. The leaves all grow at the extremity 
of the stem— whieh is straight— without any 
branches. The flowers are unfortunately in- 
significant— growing in the axils of the leaves 
almost out of sight. It is the Plant alluded 
to by Backhouse in Ross's Almanack under the 
Head Riehea.— & I had heard of it at one time 
[as?] a speeies of Palm (or what I suppose now 
to have been it.) I shall send you seed of it.— it 
grows near Macquarie Harbour on the West.-— 


217. Tetratheca procumbens Gunn ex 
Hook.f. now grouped with T. pilosa Lab. The 
Burnettia was probably B. cuneata Lindl. 


A scrap of paper in Hooker’s writing 
labelled Letter 177 is enclosed in the letter 
book. It reads — “ Wanting No 2 Compan- 
ion / Nos. 107 & 109 Bot. Mag. sent Octr. 
1842/ & / all after 132 which is the nast No./ 
133 to 174 sent." 


Dr. Joseph Hooker’s sojourn in Van 
Diemen’s Land must have been a very pleas- 
ant interlude for Ronald Gunn, and led to a 
lasting friendship. 


It was also a pleasant meeting for Joseph 
Hooker, for in the Introductory Essay to 
his “ Flora of Tasmania ", 1860, he writes — 
“I had the pleasure of making Mr. Gunn’s 
acquaintance at Hobarton, in 1840, and am 
indebted to him for nearly all I know of the 
vegetation of the districts I then visited; for 
we either studied together in the field or in 
his library; or when he could not accompany 
me himself, he directed one of his servants, 
who was an experienced plant collector, to 
accompany me and take charge of my speci- 
mens. I can recall no happier weeks of my 
various wanderings over the globe, than 
those spent with Mr. Gunn, collecting in the 
Tasmanian mountains and forests, or study- 
ing our plants in his library, with the works 
of our predecessors Labillardiére and 
Brown.” 


Dr. Milligan did not stay long in Laun- 
ceston. He was soon at Hobart Town with 
a Government appointment, and good pros- 
pects of promotion. 


The large species of Epacrideae would be 
Richea pandanifolia Hook., a conspicuous, 
palm-like plant, sometimes reaching 30 or 
40 feet in height, of the western forests of 
Tasmania. 


Gunn’s next letter (written on smal] note- 
paper instead of the usual foolscap sheets) 
is from Penquite, near Launceston. Penquite 
House was on the Launceston suburban 
estate of that name owned by W. E. Law- 
rence, and Gunn presumably used it as his 
headquarters while administering the Law- 
rence estates. The old brick house was 
demolished in 1957 to make way for cottages 
erected by the Masonic fraternity for aged 
and needy members and their widows. 


LETTER 178. 


Penquite, near Launeeston 


29 Decemr 1841. 
My dear Sir, 

I have just time to send you by Captn Milligan 
Commanding the Barque Mona whieh vessel 
sails for London tomorrow— the Book & small 
pareel which I would not forward to your Son 
Joseph— being doubtful whether they would 
reach him or not. 


I trust they will now once more get safe into 
your hands to be dclivered to him personally at 
the termination of his interesting and arduous 
voyage. 


I reeently reccived from M. Le Guilleu— the 
Surgeon of the Freneh Discovery Ship Zelee 
(One of D'Urville's) a good Collection of Plants 
from “ Auckland Islands" but as your son has 
since been carefully over the same ground, 1 
suppose there will be little novelty in Le 
Guilleu's.— 


I have heard nothing lately of Captn Ross's 
expedition and I suppose our first aeeounts will 
be via England. 


Sir John & Lady Franklin are in excellent 
health. They are most anxious for me to ac- 
eompany them to Macquarie Harbour, on the 
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West Coast, next month, but my broken leg is 
not yet suflieiently strong to justify my walking 
so much— as such a trip would require. Sir 
John will most likely retire from the Government 
of this Colony about next January, so that 
12 months more will be as much as [we 7] can 
reasonably expect of his Government. He is 
a most amiable & worthy man. 


The French expedition of D’Urville visited 
Tasmania when on a voyage to the Antarctic 
regions in 1839, when its naturalists made 
collections from some of the remote and un- 
inhabited islands of the Southern Ocean. 


The story of the Franklins’ overland 
expedition to Macquarie Harbour in the 
autumn of 1842 is well known. An account 
of it, written by Mr. David Burn, a young 
settler of the Derwent Valley district who 
accompanied them, was published in the 
United Services Magazine June-December 
1843 and reprinted by George Mackaness, 
Sydney, in 1950. Dr. Milligan also accom- 
panied the party, which was led by Surveyor- 
general J. E. Calder. 


It is sometimes stated that Ronald Gunn 
was another member; but this letter, and 
subsequent ones, shows this to be wrong. A 
few years later, however, Gunn himself did 
make this hazardous journey following the 
same route. 


Gunn’s broken leg, which prevented his 
going with the Franklins, also limited his 
botanical activities. It is twelve months 
before he writes to Sir William again. 


LETTER 183. 


Launeeston, Van Diemens Land 
19 Deeember 1842 
My dear Sir, 

It is so long sinee I last had the pleasure of 
addressing you that I really forget the time. 
I at onee acknowledge it to be my own fault, 
& therefore must say but little about it. I 
think in my last I reported that I had pretty 
well recovered from the effeets of a broken leg, 
a comminuted fracture caused by my horse 
falling upon me, and which at one time I feared 
would have rendered any walk of a few miles 


a matter of impossibility to me in future. I 
am happy to say that I am now nearly as strong 
upon my limbs as ever, & although I have not 
tested them by any walk of more than 10 miles 
at a time, yet even my short exeursions satisfy 
me that my powers of locomotion are but 
slightly impaired. The greatest ineonvenienee 
which resulted as far as [we?] are virtually 
interested— was the serious delay whieh it oc- 
casioned to my acquiring a thorough knowledge 
of the duties of my mew situation. For nine 
months I was unable to ride on horseback— 
to walk or hobble was impossible—and much of 
the land I had charge of was inaccessible to any 
wheeled vehiele. I had therefore nothing— but 
Patience left —— and I have taken another year 
to learn the routine of the farms. Of eourse 
my Botany fell mueh in the baekground although 
I continued to eollect at all times & seasons 
when opportunities offered. Having got my 
arrears of work pretty well up, I have reeently 
arranged all the dicotyledons of my colleetion 
& am now numbering them to go Home. I trust 
by the Adelaide next month— that js unless 
some unforeseen business comes in the way as 
it too frequently has done of late. On eareful 
eomparison of my specimens in numbering this 
season, I am elearing up many former blunders, 
& will I think put matters in a elearer way than 
I have ever hitherto done. Among many 
novelties— & I think I shall add 200 to my 
former numbers— I may mention the Agas- 
tachys in flower & fruit— all the species of 
Athrotaxis & allied speeies in fructification & I 
think an additional species of the former, also 
the Plant called Podoearpus mentioned by Brown 
as existing on the top of Mt Wellington— the 
fruit is like a taxus. A new Plant an Epacrideae 
growing 30 feet high with a straight trunk 
usually unbranched & a tuft of leaves on the 
top like Richea ? (my No 517) but the leaves 
upwards of two feet long— the flowers are 
however insignificant It is allied to Draco- 
phyllum. Prionotes cerinthoides & the true 
Decaspora disticha of Labillardiere. A new 
Carpodontos— 4 additional Cryptandras & about 
as many of Pomaderris. Many additional Epa- 
crideae, and of other Natural Orders. For some 
of my novelties I am indebted to Dr Milligan 
who aceompanied Sir John & Lady Franklin 
overland to Maequarie Harbour.— The season 
was an impropitious one, but yet he gathered a 
few although many were uot in flower. I 
gathered the Boronia pilosa at Recher [che? ] 
Bay— the spot visited by Labillardiere him 
[self?] & identified all the Plants in his “ Novae 
Hollandiae Plantarum speeimum " exeept three 
or four whieh I did not find— vizt his Billardiera 
pisiformis with blue flowers. Melaleuca (Astar- 
tea) fascicularis. Stylidium umbellatum. Croton 
quadripartitum. These may nevertheless have 
escaped the eursory examination I made. His 
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Polygonium adpressum is eertainly my No 432. 
& not the plant figured in the Bot. Mag. (My 
No. 325).— They are distinet speeies. All these 
& many points I must reserve until my Colleetion 
goes Home.— and I shall then advoeate the 
eause of some of my disearded species.— I have 
got two or three additional Ferns.— indeed you 
will I think be satisfied with my labours by 
& bye. 


Among our novelties are some specimens of 
fossil “ Banksia "* which I shall send you.— and 
I think you will acknowledge them to be among 
the finest you ever saw. 


I am I fear much in your debt for Books but 
I ean only beg of you not to hesitate for a 
moment in letting me know the amount & I 
shall remit. All I must beseech you is continue 
to send— & let me pay. 


Sir John and Lady Franklin continue to get 
on uncommonly well.— Dr Milligan has recently 
received the appointment of Inspector of Con- 
vict Discipline at a salary of £500 a year. It 
will I fear naturally operate against his use- 
fulness to us in the shape of Botany, but I 
keep his zeal awake by writing to him at all 
times. 


I have not lately written to your Son not 
knowing where my letter would find him. I 
shall however send him a “long yarn” through 
you by the next opportunity. 


I may mention that I have plenty of seeds to 
send you also for your Garden at Kew and as 
I am once more Gardening & have now posses- 
sion of Mr Lawrenee's — I must solicit some 
contributions when you feel that you have 
leisure to attend to me. 


[He adds] 


Mr Lawrence Senr was intimate with Aiten of 
Kew— & frequently reed plants from him. 


[Across the top of page one in Hooker's 
hand is written] 


Bot Mag Nov to May inelusive/ Lond. J. of 
Bot. do./ Icones Plant. P. XI./ Backhouse’s 
Journal 


517, Richea dracophylla R.Br. but the 
description seems to fit R. pan- 
danifolia better. 


432. Muehleubeckia adpressa (Lab.) 
Meissn. var «a rotundifolia 
Meissn. 


325. M. adpressa (Lab.) Meissn. var B 
hastifolia Meissn. the Polygonium 
gunnii Hook. 


His new  Carpodontos was 
Kucryphia milligani Hook.f. 


probably 


This letter is addressed to the Royal 
Gardens, Kew and arrived in April 1843. 


William Aiton snr. published “ Hortus 
Kewensis" in 1789 the second (1810-13) 
edition of which was issued by his son who 
had sueceeded him as superintendent of the 
Gardens in 1793. Sir William Jackson 
Hooker became first official Director in April 
1841 after the transfer of the Gardens to 
the Commissioners of Woods and Forests. 


During the twelve months between this 
letter and the next Gunn's leg had recovered 
sufficiently to permit him to resume his 
collecting, albeit rather surreptitiously, so 
far as his duties of managing the Lawrence 
estates would permit. 


These estates comprised the suburban 
properties of ‘Lawrence Vale” and 
* Penquite " stretching from Glen Dhu to the 
North Esk River, and “ Vermont" (near 
Mowbray) ; a large sheep run at Port Efling- 
ham, near George Town at the mouth of the 
Tamar, (on which the Bell Bay Aluminium 
Works and the George Town golf links are 
now situated); the farm of “ Danbury 
Park” near Cormiston on the West Tamar; 
* Formosa " and the “ upper sheep run " of 
" Billopp"; and summer grazing leases in 
the vicinity of the Arthur Lakes. In visiting 
them, on horseback or by cart, Gunn would 
have plenty of opportunities to look for new 
plants. 


Dr. Milligan had a series of rapid promo- 
tions; his interest in Natural History was, 
no doubt, a useful recommendation to Sir 
John Franklin. The next letter records his 
appointment as Commandant to the Aborig- 
inal Settlement on Flinders Island. 
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While there his young wife, Eliza, second 
daughter of W. E. Lawrence, died after 
childbirth at the age of eighteen. Her lonely 
tombstone still stands at the site of the old 
cemetery of the Aboriginal Settlement, 
between Whitemark and Emita. 


Joseph Milligan’s brother, A. N. Milligan, 
who had also settled in Tasmania, married 
the widow of W. E. Lawrence. 


Nearly twelve months later Gunn advises 
Hooker of the despatch of another consign- 
ment of specimens. This letter is written 
on very thin paper. 


LETTER 184. 


Launceston, Van Diemens Land 
6 Decembr 1843 
My dear Sir 


I have at last been able to elose three Cases of 
Plants for you and to ship them on board of the 
Mona to sail next week— but in the midst of 
continual occupation with other & less pleasant 
matters I have been unable to complete my 
notes relative to each species, which must follow 
in a subsequent vessel— I send the Plants & 
in most instances they will speak for them- 
selves as I have noted on each the date & place 
of Collection. For future reference I have 
numbered the whole Collection as that of 1842 
so that should any plant now sent as say 247— 
prove not to be my 247 of 18833 it can be dis- 
tinguished. On all these points— I shall write 
separately. 


I have to thank you most sineercly for three 
parcels of Books — the oldest in date arriving 
last. They help me vastly. I trust my present 
lot of Plants will prove some equivalent. I shall 
annex a list of my wants in this way. 


Your idea of Publishing the Plants of V.D. 
Land, New Zealand & the Antarctic Islands 
delights me beyond measure.— We want it much. 
I got a small collection of the Auckland Island 
specimens from your Son, and subsequently 
received a larger lot from France from M. La 
Guilleu, the Surgeon of the Zelee with whom 
he became intimate at Hobart Town. D'Urville 
seemed to be an accurate observer, but I do not 
know whether he eontinued to collect plants 
during his last trip. He did not show me any 
during his stay in Hobart Town. 


Dr Milligan accompanied Sir John and Lady 
F. but did not collect any specimens of the 
Huon Pine strange to say & to my great regret. 
He picked up a few novelties which you will 
find in my present Collection, but I had obtained 
most of his plants previously. Prionotes cer- 
inthoides was abundant in that Country, but I 
had previously got it from Mt Wellington. The 
Agastachys I obtained in 1838 at Recherche 
Bay. His means of carrying speeimens was I 
believe limited, & Geology is his more favourite 
pursuit. Milligan is now going as Commandant 
to Flinders Island where the remnant of our 
aborigines is domiciled. He will have a fine 
P to look upon down there, but he is very 
slow. 


I had the pleasure of seeing a good deal of 
Mr Bicheno upon his arrival in the Colony. 
I like him very much but I fear his offieial duties 
will allow him no time for Botanical or Natural 
History pursuits. 


My good friend Sir John Franklin has left the 
Island, and will leave Port Phillip for England 
about a month after this time. I sincerely regret 
his departure as the loss of a warm & worthy 
friend. He may not have been a brilliant 
Governor, but he was certainly a good man & 
influenced by the best and purest motives. I 
rejoice to be able to say that after an intimate 
offieial intercourse I have retained Sir John's 
good opinion to the last. He has appointed me 
his agent in these Colonies (as has also Lady 
Franklin) where he leaves several thousand 
pounds invested. It is the best proof he could 
give of his confidence in me. It is just possible 
I may take a trip across to Port Phillip to take 
a final leave of them next month. but that is as 
yet uncertain. 


Our new Governor Sir Eardley Wilmot has 
established a Hortieultural & Botanica! Soeiety 
at Hobart Town, but I doubt very much its 
success.— There are no men in the Colony who 
give up time to these things. I am really almost 
the only one who steals some hours from other 
business to devote to Botany & after all I do but 
little of what a man might do whose time was 
entirely devoted to Nat. History. It would really 
answer the purpose of some of the richer 
Societys & Naturalists to pay a person out here 
to collect — — make it in fact worth a person's 
while to gather & send Home. When I tell 
you that Paper alone has cost me upwards of 
£40stg. within the last three years you may 
judge of my expenses. Some animals I have just 
shipped to Professor Owen in brine cost me 
about £20. A trip in the bush always eosts some 
pounds & your Son will tell you how mueh it 
eosts to have the slightest thing done. I usually 
pay handsomely even for common things that 
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those who gather “curiosities” as they are 
called may bring any novelties to me. I am 
however entirely without a Botanical assistant. 
so that I must collect, dry, arrange &c all my 
specimens myself which will account for the 
delay in your boxes going off. Mrs Gunn helps 
me a good deal but a rising family gives her 
full occupation without bothering herself with 
my hobbies. I have six farms under my own 
management scattered 70 miles apart.— so that 
my frequent visitations to each give me riding 
enough. On Horseback however I cannot carry 
much although I make shift to stuff iny hat & 
pockets. I dare not carry visibly my means of 
preserving plants or else the good people would 
suppose I was neglecting my business & only 
culling flowers. I therfore hide my botanizing 
propensities as much as possible. 


Mr Gray of the British Museum has ncver 
written to me or sent me any Books. I regret 
this as it has damped my ardour in many of those 
branches. The Box which I now regret you gave 
to the British Museum was worth £50, and the 
specimens in it cost me nearly that amount ! 
For some of the rarer birds I paid £2. each— 
and the two Emus were over hcre worth £10. 
Gould told me that he bought many of the skins 
from Gray & paid for them but even that amount 
never reached me. It is unfair, because with a 
large family I yet spend every spare shilling 
for the advancement of Science— & look for 
no return beyond that of Books or similar 
things. The British Museum could afford to 
reward me liberally, & for their own sakes 
ought to have encouraged me as a Collector. 


From Mr Short | have never heard. I am still 
in debt £300 on his account which I must pay 
off as soon as I can gather the amount. 


I have sent Duplicates of your Collections to 
Lindley & Brown, & if you see them you might 
suggest Books not already sent by you although 
in most cases duplicates are valuable to give 
away to induce people to colleet for me. 


I shall add a short account of my Cases in the 
next sheet to which I must beg to refer you 


Box 
WiLH. 
1 contains specimens of woods, some 
fossils, and branches of that large 
Epacrideous plant growing 10 to 25 feet high 
with usually merely a tuft of leaves to top. 
It is sometimes but not usually branched. 
Backhouse mentioned it in his Index Plantarum 
in Ross’s Almanack under Richea, & if it is 
undeseribed I should like it to bear his name — 
He did much more for Botany than appears, 


and I always gladly acknowledge that I reaped 
very much valuable information from him. The 
flowers are small. You will find them as No. 
1215 in the Collection. In this Case are sundries 
besides. 


Box 
W.I.H. 
2 contains Ranuneulaeeae to Myrtac- 
eae & nothing else. I find that 
certain Caterpillars breed in the Eucalypti & 
destroy them in spite of the smell of camphor & 
Turpentine. They are an excessive nuisance. 


In Box Marked J.H. are seeds of a great 
L number of the Eucal- 
227 yptus tribe with my 
numbers on the packets. 


Box 

J.H. 

L This contains all the Natural Orders 

227 of Dicotyledones from Myrtaceae to 
Coniferae. The Monocotyledones I have not yet 
arranged ! 


This case also contains a lot of specimens from 
Port Phillip and I have 300 more to follow from 
the Coast at Portland Bay. Lot of Mosses & 
Lichens, Lycopodiums, Fungi, &c. not numbered. 
Lot Algae from George Town are numbered. 
They were gathered & preserved by Mrs. Gunn 
upon the plan suggested by your Son. Woods of 
various trees & shruhs named or numbered to 
correspond with the plants. Some “ Native 
Bread” a fungus here. Seeds of Eucalypti. 
Dawsonia — & anything else to fill up. 


In a box to Mr Brown J put some Cider of our 
Eucalyptus — as I did [not?] wish to put any 
liquid in more boxes than one lest the Bottles 
should break. Get him to let you have some of 
it. I forget if there was anything else in this 
Case for you. 


Should you require reference to more speci- 
mens than I have sent you, you will find cor- 
responding ones of most of the species in the 
Collections I have just sent to Lindley & Brown. 
The only ones I did not send them were the 
rarer Eucalypti which your son talked of pub- 
lishing 


Amongst my new numbers you will doubtless 
find mere varieties of some of the older ones, 
but I explain my reasons in each case in my 
notes (which are to follow). Many however 
are new say 200 of them — and as I yet have ® 
great number of Monocotyledones not previously 
sent Home by me my numbers will swell out by 
& bye. I have gathered Vallisneria, Isoetes ? 
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species Azorela, Ruppia, Potamongetons, & 
various Charae which I must arrange as soon 
as possible. A few additional orchideae also 
rewarded my explorations. 


My exeursion to Recherche Bay enabled me 
to identify nearly the whole of La Billardiere’s 
V.D.L. plants as I went over the ground visited 
by him. The only species I have not seen are 
his Billardiera pisiformis which I do not believe 
exists in V.D.L. but as it is common at King 
George's Sound & LaB. collected all his Cape 
Lewin plants a little to the East of that harbour 
I presume he has mistaken the habitat. Gom- 
pholobium tomentosum, Melaleuca faseicularis, 
Stylidium — umbellatum, Euthales trinervis, 
Croton quadripartitum, I did not eolleet. They 
may have existed but as I did not possess his 
work to draw my attention to them I never 
thought of searching for them. Of almost every 
other plant of V.D.L. in his work you will receive 
specimens just now. I intend however sending 
you sonie observations on the Plants figured in 
his work with a view to elearing up some 
diffieulties & synonyms. His Boronia pilosa is 
my No. 1037 — and you will find that his plates 
eonsidering their age are very characteristic. 
Frankenia tetrapetala is my 1029. — Myrio- 
phyllum amphibium is my 1068 Eucalyptus 
eordata my 1071. Canthium quadrifidum is your 
Coprosna microphylla & my No. 219. Cyathodes 
abietina my 1185 Deeaspora disticha my 1200 
& not my 297 as I at one time supposed. Epacris 
myrtifolia 1206, &e &e The true Campynema 
linearis is my 954/1837 


I ean never sufficiently express my admiration 
of Brown's Prodromus — it is so exceedingly 
aeeurate. It is to me a source of astonishment 
how he saw so many of our rarer plants. I wish 
he had eompleted it. 


I spent a week on the mountains last Feb- 
ruary but except to obtain “ Cider” & specimens 
of the real Cider tree (Euealyptus). I picked 
up few novelties.— A small Coprosma was 
almost the only plant I gathered. I got some 
good specimens of some of the older things. 


On the Sea Coast near George Town I have 
added a little to my stock. It is a sandy 
eountry covered with what we call a healthy 
vegetation— A Goodenia, Utricularia, Villarsia, 
Casuarina, Leucopogon ? &e not previously 
obtained are in the present Collection. 


I send a letter for your son, but should he not 
have returned to England pray open it as it 
eontains nothing but what you may peruse 


[After elosimg he adds] 


The Algae are sent in a Case of Lindley's 
addressed to you — as your own was closed 
before I] thought of them 


Any Pareels for me sent to Messrs Buckles 
& Co. of Mark Lane will be duly forwarded. 
They are my wool agents. This will save delay 
in looking out for opportunities. 


My address is Launceston V.D. Land. 


1215. Probably Hichea pandanifolia Hook. 
1037. Boronia pilosa Lab. 


1029. Frankenia tetrapetala Lab. i.e. F. 
paueiflora DC. 


1068. Myriophyllum amphibium Lab. 
1071. Euealyptus cordata. Lab. 


219. Canthiwm quadrifidwm Lab. ie. 
Coprosma quadrifida (Lab.) Rob. 


1185. Cyathodes abietina R.Br. 


1200. Deseapora distieha Hook. i.e. 
Trochoearpa disticha | (Hook.) 
Spreng. 


297. Deseapora gunnii Hook. i.e. Troeho- 
carpa gunnii (Hook.) Spreng. 


1206. Epaecris myrtifolia Lab. 
954/1837. Campynema linearis Lab. 


“Native Bread" is an underground 
fungus, Mylitta australis Berk. 


This letter was landed at Falmouth as an 
‘India Letter’ and reached Kingston (on 
Thames) on 18th April, 1844. 


The Hon. J. E. Bicheno had arrived in 
Van Diemen’s Land as Colonial Secretary in 
1842, and, keenly interested in scientific 
studies and Natural History, was a leading 
member of both the Tasmanian Society and 
the Royal Botanical Society formed in 1842. 
The holiday resort of Bicheno on the East 
Coast is named after him. 
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Professor Richard Owen, of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, was the famous 
zoologist and anatomist, whose work iu com- 
parative anatomy contributed much towards 
Darwin's Theory of Evolution, Some of his 
contributions for the Zoological Society of 
London are reprinted in the ' Tasmanian 
Journal." 


Mr. J. E. Gray was a zoologist at the 
British Museum. Perhaps he thought it was 
reward enough for Gunn to name the Striped 
Bandicoot (Peremales gunnii Gray, 1838) 
after him. 


This letter contains the first reference to 
a second Mrs. Gunn and a growing family. 
In 1841 Ronald Gunn had married Margaret 
Legrand Jamieson, daughter of David 
Jamieson of * Glen Leith ” estate near New 
Norfolk. He apparently combined botany 
with courting, as several of his specimens 
in the Sydney Herbarium have “ Glen Leith " 
as the collecting locality. 


It is doubtful if Gunn went to Port Phillip 
to say goodbye to the Franklins. There is no 
mention of a trip there at the time in subse- 
quent letters. According to the diary of 
Lady Jane Franklin (Mackaness, 1947), 
Ronald Gunn, Thomas Henty and J. H. 
Wedge came in a steamer and hade farewell 
to the ex-governor somewhere between Swan 
Island and Circular Head, most probably at 
George Town, where Gunn owned a house 
and two acres of land. 


The property owned by the Franklins in 
Tasmania was considerable. According to 
the Government Gazette of 1864, Lady Jane 
Franklin was still in possession of 5,200 
acres of pastoral country on the North Esk, 
1,200 acres at Barrowville and 1,000 acres 
on the St. Patrick’s River. In each case 
Ronald C. Gunn is listed as agent. She had 
also owned the “ Ancanthe” estate near 
Hobart, Betsy Island off South Arm, and land 
on the Huon River at Franklin, let in small 
sections to tenant farmers. 


With the letter went notes on Labillar- 
diére’s collection, which are printed as 
Appendix C. 


Six months later Gunn entrusted another 
box of specimens for Hooker to the care of 
the Rev. Archdeacon F. A. Marriott, 
Chaplain and Archdeacon to Bishop F. R. 
Nixon, the first Anglican Bishop of Tas- 
mania. Marriott had come to Tasmania with 
Nixon in 1843 and was returning to enlist 
more clergymen for service in Tasmania, and 
to obtain funds for promoting the work of 
religion and education in the colony. One 
result of his efforts was the establishment of 
Christ College at Bishopsbourne (later 
removed to Hobart). 


LETTER 190. 


Launceston, Van Diemens Land 


9 May 1844. 
My dear Sir, 

The Venerable Mr Archdcaeon Marriott pro- 
ceeding to England in a few days P. Kinnar 
from Hobart Town I have forwarded by him 
(to save freight) a small box of rough dried 
Algae. They really look so perfectly horrible 
to the eye that I have been ashamed to send 
you any hitherto and I fear the present lot will 
do me no credit. I find that they become very 
brittle in drying and what is worse— lose eolour 
— shrink & look most villanously ugly— they 
also take up mueh room in paeking. If you can 
aid me by any hints by whieh their appearance 
may be improved so that they may reach you 
in decent order— I shall try to send you some 
thing better worth while. I have got a com 
siderable number of additional spceies dried 
like ordinary speeimens of Plants but I did not 
know whether it might not be an objectionable 
inode— These you must get in my next lo 
of Plants. I think they look very much better 
than by hanging them to dry in the air. I am 
also disposed to think that drying them just 
as they come out of the Sea is better than 
soaking them previously to drying in fresh 
water. The salt seems to keep them soft and 
would enable you to soak them in Englan 
more easily for examination— & then you might 
dry them finally if you liked. Let me know 
whether there are any objections to preserving 
thus— as fresh water is not abundant neat 
George Town in the summer time. 
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As the present lot will I trust eost you 
nothing— I shall be glad to receive your report. 
I have plenty more of the smaller kinds dried 
on white paper. & lots of what I suppose Claudea 
elegans. 


I have been ill for the last 3 months which 
has eonfined me to the House— & I lost the 
season for collecting many things. Of V.D.L. 
Plants I have got very few novelties sinee I last 
wrote— & my illness has prevented my arrang- 
ing the Orehideae & Monocotyledonous Plants. 
I shall have to go on as soon as I have leisure. 


I have also got for you between 6 & 700 
speeies of Plants from Australia Felix North of 
Portland Bay, & from the Banks of the Glenelg 
River. Many are very interesting to me as show- 
ing the variation between the Flora of V.D.L. 
& New Holland. Many speeies are the same, but 
many are astonishingly like— but yet different — 
The Orehideae are nearly all found in this 
Colony— but there nre several genera with which 
I am unaequainted as not being found in this 
Island. The various species of Loranthus— 
parasitieal on the Eucalyptus and Acacias seem 
to be the most marked character of difference 
in the flora of the two places. 


Since I last wrote with my last collection I 
was at George Town & York Town. An additional 
speeles of Ozothamnus also rewarded my 
labours, but I saw several plants whieh I had 
only previously gathered about Rocky Cape— 
& it is a good thing to find new loealities 
nearer Home. A visit to Roeky Cape would now 
eost me at least a month. 


By Captn Riddle of the Barque “ Tasmania " 
I sent you very rough notes on the collection 
I sent P. Mona. I fear you will find them 
miserably meagre— but really so long as I 
ean only steal moments to devote to Botany — 
so long you must feel satisfied with but 
imperfeet sketehes of the Plants &e I am enabled 
to send you. 


These Colonies have got into a fearful state 
in money matters— arising from over specul- 
ation and other causes. Property has fallen 
in Value to a ruinous extent— and land is now 
sold for a tenth of what was paid for it a few 
years ago. Insolveneies innumerable have been 
the result— and I have reason to bless my stars 
that my poverty has prevented my losing any- 
thing. I therefore remain as I was— richer now 
than many of my neighbours who formerly 
boasted of their thousands. 


I shall be glad at all times to hear from you 
when you have leisure. Tell Joseph that I must 
write to him next. 


I have sent to Dr. Robt. Brown a Colleetion 
of Sponges by this opportunity.— Have you 
any interest in them? 

I have more Cider of the Cider Tree if you 
desire it.— The nuisance is that a liquid eannot 
safely be sent amongst dried speeimens. 


I shall now say Goodbye 


[He adds as a postscript] 


I mentioned before for you to send any pareels 
for me at any time to Messrs Buckles & Co. 
Mark Lane, London who will always forward 
them direet. They are my wool agents. The Box 
is marked W.I.H. on the lid, but I put a card of 
address under the one with the Arehdeaeon's 
name, so that when he got to London he might 
tear off his own and let yours stand. 


The letter arrived on 4th October, 1844. 


Whether or not the parcel sent home by 
Archdeacon Marriott was satisfactory, the 
collections of sea weeds that Gunn from time 
to time sent to England formed the basis of 
the fifth volume of W. J. Harvey's 
“Phycologa Australica," and this volume is 
dedicated to him with this note—' From 
Ronald C. Gunn came the earliest collections 
of Australian algae, which, through the kind- 
ness of Sir W. J. Hooker, fell under my 
notice. Many new species are of his dis- 
covery; to him also is due the re-discovery of 
Claudia elegans; and to him I am not only 
indebted for the freeest use of his personal 
collections, but for multitudes of duplicate 
specimens ". 


The plant collections from Australia Felix 
(Major Mitchell’s name for the Western 
District of Victoria) were almost certainly 
gathered by John G. Robertson on or near 
his station of Wando Vale. Gunn visited 
Robertson more than once, but in later years 
and, as he makes no mention of collecting 
these specimens himself, it is likely that 
Robertson sent them to Gunn for arrange- 
ment and examination before transmitting 
them to Hooker. The New South Wales 
botanist J. H. Maiden mentions, (in a note 
on Robertson in an article called “ Records 
of Victorian Botanists ” in “ The Victorian 


100 


Naturalist " of November 1908) that he has 
a “List of Plants received from Mr. J. G. 
Robertson in Gunn's neat handwriting. All 
the plants are numbered. "There are ten and 
a half closely written pages with critical 
notes.” 


Loranthus is the Mistletoe. The Austra- 
lian mainland has several species of this 
parasite which is absent from Tasmania. 
The so-called Tasmanian Mistletoe is really 
a parasitic leafless vine of the genus 
Cassytha. Claudia elegans is a seaweed. 


The “fearful state of the colonies” 
followed the collapse of the Victorian Land 
Boom in the early eighteen-forties. Land 
and stock prices fell disastrously and many 
speculators and land owners became insol- 
vent. It is possible that Ronald Gunn took 
advantage of the low prices to purchase land 
and stock following the slump. By 1850 he 
owned considerable property. 


The Cider of the Cider Tree was a 
fermented liquid made from the sap of the 
Cider Gum (E. gunnii). During late spring 
and early summer the sweetish sap of this 
highland species of Eucalypt runs very freely 
and appreciable quantities may be obtained 
from eut or broken trunks and branches, or 
deep incisions in the bark. The Tasmanian 
aborigines collected this sap in holes lined 
with clay and covered it with bark until it 
fermented. Gunn's bottled cider was 
probably made by less primitive methods. 


In an article called “ Excursion to the 
Western Range, Tasmania", in the “ Tas- 
manian Journal" (Vol, 2, p. 140) Lieut. 
William H. Breton, R.N. remarks that— 


The Shepherds and stock-keepers who tend the 
flocks and herds on that elevated region are 
in the habit of making deep incisions wherever 
an exudation of the sap is perecived upon the 
bark. The holes are made in such a manner as 
to retain the sap that flows into them, and large 
enough to hold a pint. Each trec yields from half 
to a pint daily during December and January, 
but the quantity lessens in February, and soon 
ceases, 
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In Gunn’s next letter he reports sending 
a couple of bottles home to Hooker, with 
bottled specimens preserved in pyroligneous 
(acetic) acid. 


LETTER 189. 


Launceston V.D.L. 30 Septemr 1844 


My dear Sir, 


Your most interesting letter of 13th May 
was received by me a fortnight ago with sin- 
cere pleasure— and I assure you I am delighted 
with the prospect of seeing a Flora Tasmanica. 
I shall give my best help towards it despite the 
multiplicity of my present associations. 


I now send Home P. * Robert Matthews" two 
Cases to your Address. One containing two 
bottles of Cider from the Eucalyptus, a great 
number of Orchideae in pyroligenous acid — 
vizt various sp. of Diuris, Caladenia, Mac- 
donaldia, Chiloglottis, Pterostylis, &c— also à 
bottle with Gunnia Australis. To fill up the ease 
I put in sundry bottles of Snakes, frogs, Birds, 
Mulluseae, and Crustaceae, &c— which I should 
like to be given to any one who would use them. 
I am really anxious that our Tasmanian Natural 
History should be well known — and if I ean be 
the humble means of eollecting the specimens— 
I shall be satisfied. All I have ever asked has 
been Books without whieh I cannot work, or 
at least I toil in the dark— without pleasure— 
and I am afraid my colleetions would soon be 
very small indeed were it not for the intense 
enjoyment I feel in gathering. In the second 
and largest Case are two paekages— Auckland 
& Campbells Island speeimens for your Son; 
a Lot from the Straits of Magellan; a few 
New Zealand plants & ferns; a few plants from 
Port Essington & Raffles Bay on the N. Coast 
of New Holland— collected by Le Guillieu in 
D’Urville’s Expeditnon— a very large lot of the 
smaller Algae preserved on papers— among 
which plenty of large specimens of Claudia 
elegans and some others hardly less beautiful.— 
These are almost entirely the labour of my 
" Womankind " as the Antiquary has it. Another 
parcel contains the larger Algae, Zostera marina 
in fruct., Ruppia maritima ? Caulinia antarctica 
and some others which bother me, as I am 
fairly beyond my depth when I get out of the 
Phaenerogamia. You must aid me a little by 
& bye. To these I have added all my specimens 
of Ferns, some good specimens of a beautiful 
coralline, & the whole filled up with an immense 
lot of seeds aniong which are many rare and 
good ones such as Athrotaxis & Dacrydium— 
My Backhousia (arborescent Richea of Mac- 
quarie Harbour) and numerous Leptosperma, 
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&e &e. All the Lichens, Fungi &e I threw in. 
I was vexed to find two small cigar eases of 
minerals, &e belonging to your Son among my 
miseellanies the other day— My House at 
Hobart Town was very small, & I had put them 
amongst some V.D.L. shells, &e in paeking to 
eome here, & there they lay snugly esconeed 
until ehanee led me to turn over my reserve 
boxes of shells. My eye then eaught “J. D. 
Hooker" legibly written by myself on slips of 
paper in eaeh. I cannot help this blunder now. 


I immediately wrote to Lieut. Smith to send 
me the Wards Case— & it is now on its way 
by sea to Launceston. If I get it in time I 
shall fill it at once and send it to you. I am 
sure I ean send you many interesting plants 
from this. If you will therefore at onee send 
me two more cases out through Buckles & Co 
who will tell you when a good vessel is likely 
to eome direct to Launeeston— and I shall 
promise faithfully to fill them and send them 
Home regularly. I have a large garden & 
eultivate largely— but I am most anxious for all 
those things likely to stand our open air without 
much nursing. If I get your Case in time I 
shall send the list of the things I send you in it 
by another letter. It is probable I may draw 
upon you from time to time on aet. of the 
Royal Gardens for whatever amount you 
authorize — but it will only be with a view to 
defraying expenses— or to invest in a good 
Mieroscope and Books. I posses Zeal to over- 
flowing— but my mind is too often exhausted 
by a multiplicity of associations — one uneon- 
nected with the other— which my position here 
obliges me to diseharge— so that I have not that 
continuous leisure to enable me to become pro- 
ficient in any scienee— or indeed the advantage 
whieh those possess who devote all their time 
to any one pursuit. You shall have however 
us much of my time as I ean spare & perhaps 
more than I ought were it not that my whole 
heart & soul is with you. 


I have got some interesting things still to 
send, but my box would not hold them, & I 
thought the Auekland plants, Fungi, Lichens, 
Algae & things of this character were more 
important to reach Joseph first. For the future 
I shall send all to you, & must beg you to 
divide with Lindley on my aecount— as he has 
been most attentive to me. If therefore you 
ean spare any seeds (particularly Orehideae) 
pray let him have them. 


I am sorry Brown is so elose. I venerate the 
man so highly that I am most unwilling to think 
otherwise than most favourably of him. I 
never found one of his observations wrong yet— 
and he seems to have seen almost everything. 
Get him to let me know the result of the Fossil 
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Woods I sent him. I am anxious to know if one 
was really a Banksia. Tell him that I suspeet 
that I have got Fossil Casuarina or something 
like it, whieh I will send him if he sends me the 
acct. of the present lot. I have got an instru- 
ment made for eutting thin seetions of wood for 
the microseope, but I eannot manage to cut the 
stones so as to compare them. Tell him also— 
I have more sponges for him from the South 
Coast of New Holland (Western Port). 


Amongst some Books I bought at Auetion the 
other day I got “ Jaequins Selectarum Stirpium 
Amerieanarum Historia "— in 2 Vols. edition 
1763 with 183 plates. It is of no use to me 
whatever, and if you want it — I shall send 
it to you. I also got Hills Hortus Malarbarieus, 
part 1. with 57 plates edition 1774. This is 
also of no value to me. The plates are good 
of their age & Commelin’s descriptions probably 
correet. I mention these to you as they may 
for ought I know be valuable in England. 


I shall send this in the Case & write again by 
post.— 


Of the various genera of orchids Gunn 
forwarded, Macdonaldia is now known as 
Thelymitra and Gunnia as Sarcochilus. Of 
the seaweeds Zostera marina was probably 
Z. tasmanica G. V. Mart. 


The * Flora Tasmaniae " was published as 
Part III of * The Botany of the Antarctic 
Voyage of H.M. discovery ships “ Erebus ” 
and “Terror” by Lovell Reeve of Covent 
Garden, London, in 1860. It bears this 
dedication—' To Ronald Campbell Gunn, 
F.R.S., F.L.S., and William Archer, F.L.S., 
this Flora of Tasmania, which owes so much 
to their indefatigable exertions, is dedicated 
by their very sincere friend, J. D. Hooker, 
Royal Gardens, Kew, January, 1860.” (Gunn 
become a Fellow of the Linnean Society in 
1850 and of the Royal Society of London in 
1854). 


William Archer was the second son of 
Thomas Archer of “ Woolmers,” in the Long- 
ford district of Tasmania. Born in 1820, 
as a young man he studied architecture in 
England and later designed several well- 
known Tasmanian buildings, including the 
Hutchins School, Hobart, and the mausion of 
“Mona Vale” in the Tasmanian Midlands. 
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His home was at “Cheshunt” near 
Deloraine, under the northern scarp of the 
Western Tiers. He was an enthusiastic plant 


collector and accomplished botanical 
draughtsman. Among the 200 beautifully 
drawn, coloured lithographic plates that 


illustrate the * Flora of Tasmania" are 30 
done by William Archer, depicting 60 species 
of Tasmanian orchids. As well, he con- 
tributed £100 towards the cost of production. 
The Tasmanian Government also voted £350 
for the “Flora Tasmaniae", while the 
British Treasury gave £1,000 towards the 
cost of coloured plates for the whole series, 
which included “ Flora of Lord Auckland and 
Campbell’s Islands ", “ Flora of Fuegia, the 
Falkland Islands, &c.,” and "Flora of New 
Zealand ", as well as the “Flora of Tas- 
mania." The Tasmanian section, in two 
beautifully produced volumes, the first for 
Dicotyledones, the second for Monocotyle- 
dones and Acotyledones, describes in all 
2203 species, of which 412 were figured. 


There is no mention of William Archer in 
any of Gunn's letters to Hooker contained in 
the file, but most of these were written when 
Archer was still only a youth or a young man 
in England. It is certain they afterwards 
eollaborated in collecting and corresponded 
with each other. In William Archer's letters 
and diaries (in the possession of his grand- 
daughter, Mrs. Frank Edwards of Ulver- 
stone, Tasmania) there are several references 
to Ronald Gunn, and there is little doubt that 
he made “ Cheshunt” a base for some of his 
collecting trips. Although they had a mutual 
interest in Botany, they were opposed in 
polities. William Archer was an Anti-trans- 
portationist, Ronald Gunn favoured a con- 
uation of the Convict system. In an entry of 
his diary of 10th May 1847, Archer mentions 
a meeting on the question at the Cornwall 
Hotel, Launceston, when ' Mr. Gunn and 
others spoke in favour of Transportation, but 
the meeting hissed them constantly and 
would scarcely listen to them at all". In 
1851 William Archer stood as a candidate 
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for the first elected Legislative Council of 
Tasmania, for the division of Westbury, 
which then included the whole of North- 
Western Tasmania. Archer in his diary 
records that in his election campaign he 
visited Circular Head in company with 
Ronald Gunn, who was making a report on 
the affairs of the V.D.L. Company; but Gunn 
did not interfere at all with his canvassing 
and they did some botanising together. 


This letter also contains the first of many 
references to Wards Cases, an innovation in 
the transportation of living plants over long 
distances which might occupy months. Ina 
letter of 13th January 1836, in Vol. I of W. 
J. Hooker's * Companion to the Botanical 
Magazine ", Mr. N. B. Ward explains how he 
got the idea when he placed the pupa of a 
moth in a sealed glass jar in moist earth in 
which also were weed seeds. These germin- 
ated and continued to live and grow in the 
jar for several weeks. Sunlight could enter 
the jar but moisture could not leave it. 


Applying this principle on a larger scale 
he placed living plants in a strongly made 
box containing moist earth .The glazed lid 
of this box, shaped like a hip roof, was then 
clamped down with steel bands so that the 
box was hermetically sealed. The box was 
then placed where sunlight could reach it, as 
on the deck of a ship. On a long voyage, 
barring accidents, the survival rate was 
reasonably high, though Joseph Hooker 
sometimes referred to them sarcastically as 
Ward's ‘Coffins’. (Polythene plastie bags 
are now used for the same purpose.) 


A reference in a brief note, written two 
days later to acknowledge the receipt of more 
books from Sir William, indicates that Sir 
John Franklin's Tasmanian Society had now 
in actuality become Ronald Gunn's Tas- 
manian Society with its headquarters in 
Launceston. 
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LETTER 186. 


Penquite, 2nd October 1844. 
My Dear Sir, 

Your immense consignment of Books by Lieut. 
smith only reached me yesterday — and as I 
pad got a small pareel from the same gentleman 
previously— I was surprized by the arrival 
gi the second and larger lot.— Pray aeeept my 
pest thanks for them. 


enclose herewith Copy of an Article of Mr 
Qolenso's which appears in the 2nd Vol. of 
gur “Tasmanian Journal" on “Certain New 
ferns ”. The Tasmanian Society was really 
dead until I took it in hand the other day— 
eeame its Seeretary— and have now in the 
ress at Launceston ! a number of the * Journal * 
which will eontain this paper of Colenso's as 
also portion of another which ought to have 
peen published long ago. 


I enelose herewith a list of a few plants— 
any of which you can send out in the Cases— 
and I shall replace them to you by not less 
interesting Tasmanian forms. 


Your Case of Plants is on its way to me— 
put has not yet arrived. I shall at onee fill it 
with Ferns & plants from near my house— 
trusting to send those from more distant places 
py other opportunities. 


In the present Case which I elose at onee — 

ou will find many Odds and ends.— There are 
more things to go by next vessel.— but my hands 
are full.— 


[He concludes and then adds] 


Mema of things wanted.— 


plate 432 of Ieones Plantarum wanting. 


Letter Press of Plate 3430, Vol. 9. Botanical 
Magazine wanting. 


These you may have to spare & they will make 
my Vols. complete, 


I should like Mary Wyatt’s Algae Daw- 
moniensis.— You have sent me the Supplement 
to it— Send me the names of the genera of my 
algae when you ean. 


Pritchard’s “Hist. of Infusoriae" would if 
cheap, enable nie to get Plants from P. Phillip— 
or any other works on this subjeet— as my 
friend there is devoted to this study. 


'The outside of the letter bears Sir W. J. 
Hooker's name but no address and no post- 
marks and so may have been enclosed in a 
larger packet. "The enclosures he mentions 
are not with the letter. 


Writing to Sir John Franklin from Pen- 
quite on 19th September, 1842, regarding the 
Tasmanian Journal, Gunn says,— 


I find it difficult to remember all the eircum- 
stanees originally connected with the printing 
of the Magazine, but I believe they were nearly 
as follows. 


When it was first determined to publish the 
“Tasmanian Journal" I applied to Mr. Elliston 
printer of the Hobart Town Courier to ascertain 
whether it could be printed by him. He said 
he could but only by throwing off half a sheet 
at a time, as he had not a sufficient quantity 
of some of the kinds of type required. At his 
request I asked the Government Printer if he 
could spare the quantity wanted by Mr. Elliston 
upon the eondition that it should be returned as 
soon as he eould obtain some from England, but 
M. Barnard could not eomply. The Courier was 
subsequently printed twice a weck and if I 
reeolleet rightly greater diffieulties arose to 
the printing of the Magazine by Mr. Elliston 
without a larger supply of type. I then asked 
him if it could be printed at any other office in 
IIobart, but he replied that it could not, as 
there was no office had a sufficient quantity of 
good type of the deseription required to do the 
work well, and it was partieularly desirable that 
such a publication should afford a good specimen 
of the typography of the Colony. 


At Launeeston Mr. Dowling had sold his 
establishment to Mr Knight, who was printing 
two newspapers, and could not undertake the 
publication of a Magazine. The eharaeter of the 
type of the Cornwall Chronicle rendered the 
employment of that offiee impossible. 


Neatness and accuracy were deemed essentials 
in a Seientifie Periodical, and the miserable 
blundering style in which all the Newspapers 
were got up, except the Hobart Town Courier 
and Launeeston Advertiser, was enough to have 
deterred from the employment of any but the 
Printers of these Journals if they eould have 
undertaken the work. 


The Rev. William Colenso, of Paihai, New 
Zealand, was a corresponding member of the 
Tasmanian Society, and contributed four 


104 VAN DIEMEN'S LAND CORRESPONDENTS 


original papers to the “ Tasmanian Journal ”, 
two of them on Ferns. The other two are 
the result of an excursion with a fellow 
missionary, the Rev. W. Williams, to the 
Poverty Bay region of New Zealand; one 
dealing mainly with botanical species 
observed there, the other entitled “ An 
Account of some enormous Fossil Bones, of 
an unknown Species of the Class Aves, lately 
discovered in New Zealand.” This is 
probably the first record of Moa bones ever 
to be published. 


Colenso was Gunn’s counterpart in New 
Zealand, Hooker’s main correspondent and 
collector there. He has there been honoured 
by a biography, “ William Colenso”, by A. 
G. Bagnall and G. C. Peterson, published in 
1948 by A. H. and A. W. Reed of Wellington, 
with the aid of the New Zealand State 
Literary Fund. 


The Papers and Proceedings of the Tas- 
manian Society published in the “ Tasmanian 
Journal of Natural History " are of a very 
high standard. Some are reprints of Papers 
read before learned societies in England, 
including a few by Sir William and Dr. 
Hooker and Professor Owen; but mostly they 
are original works, several by Ronald Gunn 
himself. One of these (Vol. I. p. 35) is a 
revised list of James Backhouse’s “‘ Esculent 
Plants of Tasmania”, first published in 
Ross's * Hobart Town Almanack" of 1834, 
and arranged by Gunn in Natural Orders: 
another (Vol. III p. 147) on “ The Bunyip of 
Australia Felix ", was written in association 
with Dr. James Grant, and based on a skull 
found on the banks of the Murrumbidgee 
River by Athol Fletcher Esq., forwarded 
from Port Phillip by Edward Curr Esq. 


A week after writing this letter Gunn had 
received his first Ward's Case from England 
and unpacked it, and was now busily refilling 
it with native plants for return, and three 
weeks later reports its despatch. 


LETTER 187. 


Penquite, near Launceston. 
10 October, 1844. 
My dear Sir, 


I have already written you two letters in reply 
to yours by Lieut Smith, but as I expected to 
have to write a third to acknowledge receipt 
of the Case of Plants— I put them both into 
Case W I H No 2, which is already shipped on 
board of the *‘ Robert Matthews " — and which 
you will find on top.— I have now the pleasure 
of saying that the Case of Plants has reached 
my hands, & I opened it this morning— finding 
upwards of one half its contents alive.— I have 
no list however of the plants in it — but I may 
as well mention that all the Coniferae save one, 
and nearly all the Azaleas are dead. This would 
lead me to observe that, perhaps, in future lots, 
it would be well to assort the plants— putting 
some which like a dry atmosphere into a case by 
themselves. Nevertheless the Case has been 
most fortunate, & it is probable some may have 
died from a pane or two of glass having been 
broken during the passage which however Lieut. 
Smith kindly got repaired. I have at once set 
to work to fill it and return it by the vessel 
to sail in a few days, and as the Orchideae are 
many of them now in flower— at which season 
alone they can be gathered— I have filled thc 
case almost exclusively with these little plants. 
You will I think receive many of them if not all 
alive. There are in the Case 


Pterostylis squamata, nana, curta, nutans, 
pedunculata & mutica. 


Caladenia barbata, carnea, Patersoni, & others 
Chiloglottis diphylla; 

Cyrtostylis reniformis; 

Microtis sp. 


Diuris curvifolia, lanceolata— with varicties of 
both these species 


Glossodia major 

Anguillaria dioica & uniflora ? 
Burchardia umbellata 
Caesia corymbosa & species 
Arthropodium sp; 
Anthericum barbatum ? 
Drosera my 448. 

Brunonia australis; 
Brachycome sp.— 
Anopterus glandulosa 
Athrotaxis 3 species— 


These two last & 1 pl of Fagus are doubtful 
although I have had them for some considerable 
time. 
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You will also find a great number of miscellan- 
eous plants in the earth— and in the balls with 
the plants which were dug out of the Natural 
soil — Among these I send Wahlenbergia 
gracilis & the annual species. 
Viola hederacea 
Dianella sp; &c &e &e &e &c 

I sincerely hope these will reach you safe— 
as I dug them all up myself— & have seen 
them at once packed carefully in your Case. I 
would advise you to save all the earth and 
mosses in the Case, & place it over a gentle 
heat by which you are likely to start many 
seeds of the Hymenanthera angustifolia, Astro- 
loma humifusa & others. Not a particle of the 
soil I sent heing from the garden, 


Immediately after filling the above Case I 
set about collecting Ferns which I shall send you 
in a close box nailed down. I do not know how 
this plan will answer— but it is worth trying as 
the simplest way of sending such bulky and 
common things— whieh if lost are easily re- 
placed. If I can get a Case made here reasonably 
I shall send it off by one of our early vessels 
with shrubs, of which I have got many ready— 
at all events return me as many Cases as you 
like & I shall fill them regularly— if not with 
handsome plants at all events with what may 
prove botanically interesting. Almost every 
Orchideous plant I send is in its natural soil— 
so that you can keep them afterwards by the 
sample you find about their roots. 


This is a capital season for Plants to reach 
V.D.L. being our spring— so that your dis- 
patching things from Kew in April & May, 
would suit us admirably— but you must be 
guided by the sailing of vessels. 


For your Son’s Flora Tasmanica I have still 
many new things— which he shall have in due 
course.— I am working — though it can only 
be by fits and starts.— By the Robert Matthews 
you will therefore now receive 4 Cases— alto- 
gether; as P. memorandum & Bills of Lading 
enclosed— To their contents I must refer you— 


[He adds as a postscript] 


I have before closing the lid on the Wards 
Case covered the whole surface with seeds of 
all our species of Athrotaxis— as also rare 
Epacrideae, Cryptandra, Leguminosae, and 
many other seeds. Some of these will I trust 
grow.— 


The Box of Ferns contains amongst odds & 
ends.— 
Blechnum or 
? Lomaria— 7 species 
Dicksonia I small spn 


arrived on 18th February, 1845. 
December he writes again. 


Aspidium proliferum 
Aspidium sp. 
Polypodum Billardieri 
Cheilanthes tenuifolia 
Adiantum assimile 
Lindsaea ? large 
Doodia aspera ? 
Hernionitis ? my 14 
Grammitis rutaefolia 


The Moss will also contain seeds— 


448. Drosera peltata Sm. 


14. Todea africana Willd. i.e. T. barbara 
(L) T. Moore—Austral King 
Fern. His “annual species " of 
Wahlenbergia was perhaps 
Wahlenbergia gracilenta Lothian 
which “ was collected on Circular 
Hd. but W. gymnoclada and W. 
billardieri were also sent under 
‘W. gracilis’ "—Dr. R. Melville. 


This letter sent per “ Robert Matthews " 
Early in 


LETTER 188. 


Penquite, near Launceston. 
8rd December 1844. 
My dear Sir, 


By the "Robert Matthews" which left our 
land on 28 Oct. I sent your Wards Case full of 
Orchideous roots and a number of small things 
which I trust may reach you alive. Also a 
closely covered Case full of our Terrestrial Ferns 
of 14 species — if these arrive even com- 
paratively safe— I shall send you immediately 
all the rest of our Ferns — terrestrial & epi- 
phitieal— as they are all come-ut-able within 
a reasonable distance of Penquite — say 50 
miles. I have been unable to see the Gunnia 
Australis since I left Circular Head but if I 
can come across it in my rambles you shall have 
it. By the Robert Matthews I also sent two 
Cases— one of dried specimens and the other 
of wet ones — such as Orchideae in bottles— 
besides various reptiles, &e to send to others. 
These have been doubtless in your hands 
sufficiently long that you know their contents. 
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I am still gathering fast — I have splendid 
specimens of Alsophila Australis for you which 
I found in the Asbestos Hills and plenty 
of it.— I also obtained some additional species 
of Algae— and a good number of plants— which 
if not new will at least be better in flower than 
any I bcfore sent. Since I last wrote I may 
ennumerate Pleurandra astrotriche Tetratheca 
ciliata Platylobium Murrayanum & many com- 
mon things— with a new sp. of Clematis, a new 
Acacia— unfortunately out of fl. close to A. 
Gunnii a Triglochum a Chara and some small 
things not easily ennumerated.— The Ruppia 
are finely in flower — as also Myriophyllum 
varia[e] folium.— A curious new aquatic Ran- 
unculus with fine thread like leaves, which 
flowers under water; I obtained at Formosa— 
and I think I can add two species of Euphrasia 
to those last sent— 


To your Son I have detailed my visit to a 
Granite Country 20 Miles North East of Laun- 
ceston — there I got a few small plants such as 
Caldesia &c. but I think little quitc new unless 
another Ranunculus (besides my 634) proves 
to be so on examination. My Ranunculus 634 
which you have classed with R. lappaceus is very 
distinct from it— as further examination will 
show. In the St Patricks river I obtained Callit- 
riche verna I think— but you shall have speci- 
mens.— I am paying a good deal of attention 
just now to collecting the unattractive plants 
so as to supply you with many which are I 
suspect often overlooked.— I trust I may thus 
be able to give you a fair idea of our flora 
although I much fear many will still pass 
unheeded.— 


I am getting a Wards Case built for myself 
& as soon as it is finished I shall fill it and 
ship it off. 1 shall draw against those already 
sent but only as a means of paying your Son 
for the Books I obtained. I shall dub him my 
banker & let the results of my labours reach me 
in Books, paper & such like. I can assure you 
that you reap almost half the profits of the 
Books I obtain, as the moment my knowledge is 
increased — I am enabled to work to much 
greater advantage— and my flagging zeal gets 
a fillip from every packet. From this time I shall 
send you all my Specimens — from which you 
can cull for your Herbarium, & then distribute 
the remainder. Send me names of the Mosses 
& Lichens & if you could return me a small 
modicum of each with the name appended it 
would add to my pleasure & ultimately most 
immensely to your Herbarium as without the 
names I plod on in the dark, & feel little interest 
in things of which I know nothing. The moment 
I catch the name even of a genus | then scek out 
other species — Pray bear with my ignorance 
and I shall try ultimately not to disgrace my 


preceptor. You must know that I know nothing 
just now and I have not time to wade through 
the mass necessary to acquire generic names. 
Give me that first help and I can often fight 
my way to the rest. Books of Plates of various 
kinds afford me much assistance and many 
thanks to you for the good supply I have from 
time to time received. 


I am about to charter a steam boat for a day's 
Cruize (along with a few others) to visit the 
Hebe Reef about 7 miles off from George Town 
with a view to gather any Algae not common 
to the Estuary of the Tamar. What success I 
shall have I know not, but I am waiting for 
fine weather— and the moon’s age to be favour- 
able so as to give an unusually low tide. 


I am exceedingly sorry that I cannot get my 
friend Dr. Valentine to work at the Cryptogamia 
for which his knowledge so admirably suits him. 
He has abandoned Botany altogether, and | 
believe he has done so lest his devotion to it 
should injure his business as a medical man. 
There is no other one in the Colony whose aid 
I would covet. I mentioned in my letter to your 
Son my having procured numerous specimens 
of a species of Cyttaria off the Fagus Cunning- 
hami agreeing very closely to Darwin's des- 
scription of the C. Darwini off the Fagi at Terra 
del Fuego. In these damp Forests I saw many 
Jungermanniae & allied genera but I know not 
how to preserve the thin thread-like inflores- 
cence. I got Anthoceros (Monoclea) also — but 
these plants are still puzzling to me. 


Decemr. 20th I have got very little more to add 
to the preceding.— l am adding a species or two 
every now and then— or getting good specimens 
of plants which have escaped me hitherto. I 
got lovely specimens of my Pimelea No, 6— of 
which I have not hitherto sent you a good 
speceimen.— 


It is some months since I last heard from you, 
but I hope to hear soon again from you or your 
son.— I am not losing a moment from the little 
leisure which my various avocations permit. 


[He appends a Bill of Exchange] 


Launceston V.D.L. 
3rd Decemr 1844. 

Pay to Joseph D. Hooker Esqe or Order the 
sum of Pounds on acct of tw? 
Cases of Tasmanian Plants shipped by me P. 
Ship “Robert Matthews" from Launceston 
V.D.L. to London for the Royal Gardens at 
Kew — 


Sir W. J. Hooker, 
Kew. 


D TONES eS 


Ronald C. Gunn 
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[He also adds] 


In your leones Plantarum — I see that you 
spell our Coniferous trees, Arthrotaxis instead 
of Athrotaxis which was Don's name as given 
in the Linnean Trans. Endlicher in his Enchir- 
idion does the same— Why I know not.— 
Cenarrhenes is also continued by all although 
LaBillardiere corrects it into Cenarrenes in 
the errata at the end of Vol II of his work.— 
I presume thercfore the latter is the right 
way.— 


At Tab 295 of the Icones Plantarum — the 
letter press is Tillaea verticillaris but the Plate 
— Bulliarda recurva. 


At Tab. 285— a wrong plate is given to illustrate 
the text— I have not seen these alluded to in 
any errata and therefore mention it. 


By the bye I have closely examined the Calli- 
triehe sinee— & found all the flowers perfect— 
it will therefore probably be a different sp. 
from the verna whieh [ at first took it to be. 
I have got one or two aquaties whieh still puzzle 
me — One I really thought was the Montia 
fontana, but I do not find it to agree with the 
description of that plant.— 

I have been hoping to see the Flora Antarctica 
ere this. 


Yours evcr 
Ronald C. Gunn 


634. Ranunculus  lappaceus Sm. 
pascuinus Hook.f. i.e. R. 
cuinus (Hook.f.) Melville. 


var. 
pas- 


6. Pimelea filiformis Hook. 


Cennarrhenes nitida is the Port Arthur 
Plum. The first published name is accepted. 
The Callitriche species was probably C. stag- 
nalis Scop. 


Although Gunn could not persuade him to 
do any plant collecting, Dr. William Valentine 
became a member of the Tasmanian Society, 
and presumably sometimes attended its 
meetings in Launceston. He had a good 
knowledge of optical instruments. Besides 
microscopy he was interested in astronomy, 
and erected a telescope in his garden at 
Campbell Town, where he was visited by 
American astronomers to observe the transit 
of Venus in 1874. The great tubes of the 
instruments are now gateposts there. 
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Another hobby was organ building. One 
pipe organ he was building in a shed was 
destroyed by fire when it was almost com- 
pleted. He began another, for which his 
friends bought a set of spotted English pipes, 
but it was unfinished when he died in 1876. 
Valentine remained at Campbell Town, 
where he built the first hospital and continued 
to practice, sometimes with unfortunate 
results. In 1842 he fatally poisoned his 
friend, Theophilus Swifte, the schoolmaster, 
by accidentally administering a dose of 
laudanum instead of a black draught. This 
mistake cost him £25 in the Supreme Court. 


His descendants, who lived in Launceston, 
were more interested in sport than science. 
His son William was secretary of the Tas- 
manian Turf Club, and also a keen angler. 


The Valentine Rivulet, a tributary of the 
St. Patrick's River, is named after him. One 
of his grandsons, Russ Valentine, was a 
brilliant Australian Rules footballer. 


The Asbestos Hills is a barren quartzite 
range west of the Tamar Estuary and 
terminating in Badger Head. Deposits of 
the mineral asbestos are found there. 


The ‘granite country’ would almost 
certainly be the Diddleum Plains to the north 
of Mt. Barrow. Gunn had a sheep run there. 
The St. Patrick's River flows through the 
Plains and is joined there by the Valentine 
Rivulet. 


The * blank cheque’ appended to this letter 
was to enable Dr. Joseph Hooker to act as 
Gunn's ' banker', receiving from the Kew 
Gardens authorities the monetary value of 
his collections, and expending it on botanical 
books and appliances, including, no doubt, 
the Wards Case mentioned in his next letter 
to Sir William Hooker. This letter, and the 
one that followed it six months later, is 
mainly concerned with plant specimens 
received from or sent to Kew. 


Although most of Gunn’s botanical corres- 
pondence was with Hooker, he did occasion- 
ally send specimens to his hero, Robert 
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Brown. The following rough draft of a 
reply from Brown to Ronald Gunn is from 
the files of the British Museum, and elicited 
another letter from Gunn to Brown (also 
from British Museum files). 


The rough draft really is a ‘ rough’ draft. 
There are frequent alterations, corrections 
and insertions, in his search for the appro- 
priate word or phrase. For example, Brown 
first writes—‘ careful packing ", alters it to 
* Excellent packing " and finally decides on 
“ judicious packing". His handwriting, 
hasty and untidy, together with his old- 
fashioned use of the long ‘s’ made it difficult 
to decipher, and in some cases the words 
could not even be guessed at. 


7 Dean St. Soho 


Sepr 2d. 1844 
My dear Sir, 

I had very great pleasure in receiving your 
instructive Letter & the Extensive series of 
Dicotyledonous Plants of Van Diemen’s Land 
wh aeeompanied it 


These Plants are very valuable to me the 
speeimens are in excelent condition & the 
C[ryptogams] arriv'd quite safe thanks to your 
judicious packing I received also your paeket 
of Dawsonia through Sir William Hooker this 
moss is very interesting to me & your specimens 
belong to what I am inclined to eonsider a 
seeond speeies af the genus (D. Longifolia) of 
wh a few specimens were Found many [years 
ago] by Allan Cunningham in New South Wales. 


Your Fossil Woods are also very acecptable 
& I should be glad to receive at a future time 
larger speeimens of that wh you consider a 
Banksia. 


In the British Museum we have an enormous 
trunk of this kind presented by a Mr Cr[ ] 
In structure It certainly very much resembles 
the B. australis but the recent plant has a 
remarkable [ ] eharacter wh is [absent?] 
in the fossil 


I am very desirous of adding to my Collection 
of [ ] Algae of V.D. Land & I find you 
have lately detected Claudea [elegans] a highly 
interesting discovery. Pray let me have as 
many snecimens as you ean of them partly to 
be distributed in your name to European 
Botanists [ ] who will be delighted in this 
very beautiful plant 


VAN DIEMEN'S LAND CORRESPONDENTS 


I had hoped to have bcen [able] but a [ ] 
more particularly to have attended to your 
eolleetion & to have eommunicated to you such 
remarks on it as its examination might have 
suggested But from various causes indifferent 
health heing one I have [ ] been prevented 
I shall certainly however not lose sight of it & 
long to see your Monocotyledonous [ ] 
collection wh I hope is on its way. 


I may mention that the specimens of Orchidea 
in the B. Hbm. have perished so far either from 
the aeid being too weak or [the] great number 
of Specimens it contained that I was obliged to 
throw them away 


Sir William Hooker promised but has not yet 
sent me a copy of the catalogue of your 
Botanical Library [so your needs are unknown] 
to me 


I send for your acceptance the Volumes hop- 
ing to [ ] complete your set of the 
Linnean Soc. Transactions vizt vols 12 to [19 ?] 
part ist both inclusive & a copy of the Plantae 
Javanica Rariones as far as published (vizt 
Parts 1-3) to wh I am a contributor & wh J 
hope you have not already got. 


The only other article now sent is a very 
short essay on the Development of Embryo 
in Conifera in French & in English with an 
addition note of this essay I have sent a copy 
for Mr Bicheno & for Mr Valentine wh I beg you 
to forward an excellent Botanieal observer 
whom you must have met with. 


I am at this moment on the point of leaving 
London for several weeks & hope on my return 
in the begin of Novr to find that your Mono- 
cotyledones have arrived & hope then to be 
able to examine your f ] eollection 

[ ] now obliged conelude with 
[ ] begging you to believe that 


I am Your obliged faithfully 
R. Brown 


Ronald Gunn Esa. 


On the back of the letter Brown has 
written “ Rough Copy to Ronald Gunn Esq. 
Launceston Van Diemens Land Sepr 2 1844 " 
Regarding the Dawsonia moss species, Dr. 
Melville states that the D. longifolia of the 
Gunn mss. is D. Superba Grév. 


T. E. BURNS & J. 


Gunn replies— 


Launceston, V.D. Land 
27 January 1845. 
Very dear Sir, 

Three days ago I received the Box containing 
the Linnean Trans. & the Plantae Javanicae 
rariones all safe — for which pray accept my 
very best thanks. To a person like me so far 
removed from any Herbarium — books contain- 
ing figures of Plants are invaluable & with 
my very limited Botanical knowledge save a 
world of Labour, and really very often enable 
me to note things which would otherwise pass 
unobserved.— [Every New Book which I obtain 
l find adds amazingly to my knowledge— and 
renders my labours of more value to those 
friends in England who feel an interest in my 
Collections. My library hitherto has been almost 
exclusively supplied by Sir Wm Hooker— and 
that to an extent so liberal that I am quite sure 
my specimens cannot repay him one fourth of 
their value. I have therefore tried to levy a 
slight tax upon others by gathering in other 
branches of Nat. Hist. but my labours have I 
presume bcen valueless for no return ever 
reached me. Books alone I have solicited and 
having no public or private Library in the 
Colony to refer to — I am driven to possess 
them of my own.— I am also unfortunate in 
having no scientific aequaintance nearer than 
Valentine who is 40 miles off at Campbcll Town. 
I mention all this to account for my insatiable 
desire to possess Books— more especially all 
relative to the productions of these Colonies— 
& recent ones on all subjects so that what I do 
learn may be of the latest date. 


In thanking you for your kind letter of 2d. 
Septr 1844 — I have also to express my grati- 
fication at having been the means of finding 
some things to interest you.— Of the Claudea I 
sent a great number of specimens to Sir W. 
Hooker about two months ago— some of a very 
large size. If I can go to George Town again 
during the summer I shall get more I have no 
doubt. It was not very abundant about a foot 
below low water at neap tides on a point in thc 
Estuary of the Tamar 7 miles from the Sea — 
where indced all the Algae I sent Home were 
collected. It is probably common enough else- 
where, but I never looked — little dreaming of 
novelty.— 


I shall send you more specimens of what I 
believed to be a fossil Banksia— and I shall add 
what will not be of less interest to you — I am 
sure — fossil leaves & cones of Casuarina ! 
(siliceous) as also wood. The Cones contain 
in one specimen the seeds beautifully perfect, 
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and the sections of the leaves shew the peculiar 
striae for which the Casuarina is remarkable. 
They are from Great (Flinders) Island in Bass’ 
Strait where my friend Mr. Joseph Milligan 
found them. The whole appearance of some 
specimens is very nearly that of the mass of 
leaves & cones which usually lies under a 
Casuarina tree — or preserved in very still 
water. 


On our Fagus Cunninghami here a species of 
Fungus very like — if not identical with 
Cyttaria Darwinii abounds.— I gathered numer- 
ous specimens some time ago & preserved them 
in three ways — spirits, brine, & Pyrolig. Acid 
— to see which was best — and which I shall 
send Home. ] had not the full description at 
the time, but a reference to the Plate & des- 
cription in the last part of the Linnean Trans. 
which you have so kindly sent me— leads me to 
think that if not alike it is closely allied — My 
specimens are however usually the size of letters 
c. d. e. & some so large as b. in the plate. It 
shows how interestingly many plants are dis- 
tributed and associated. 


Last week I was for a day or two on top of 
the Western Mountains at Arthurs Lakes — 
but obtained little novelty— Two specimens of 
Aseroe rubra, | picked up — and I believe the 
lsoetes in the Lakes is very distinct from the 
species with long flaccid leaves common in the 
rivers low down — as I collected both during the 
excursion. Of course I gathercd plenty of 
specimens of such as were in fl. such as Coprosma 
repens, Pilitis acerosa, various Ranunculi, but 
nothing I had not seen before. 


Tomorrow morning I start for Macquaric 
Harbour to get the Dacrydium — and such other 
Plants as I can find — My journey must be on 
foot — and as my men and myself must carry on 
our backs provisions, bedding &c — I fear the 
weight of plants must not be so great as I 
could wish. I shall however endeavour to pass 
by everything not rare or new — although pretty 
specimens of almost any plant is at all times 
tempting. I shall take a pack horse as far as I 
can — My route will be over the mountains 
passing South of the various Lakes — 


Arthur's, Great Lake, Echo — & so through 
Marlborough to Lake St Clair & thence S.W. to 
the Gordon River, 


Pray exeuse this hurried letter but I could 
not resist writing cven at the last hour before 
my departure to thank you most heartily for 
your attention. 
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My eontinucd occupation has delayed the 
transmission of my Orehideae but they arc nearly 
ready. 

Believe me 


Most faithfully yours 
Ronald C. Gunn 


[The endorsement reads]— 


Dr. Robert Brown 


17 Dean Strect 
Soho 


London 


with “ R. C. Gunn” in the bottom left-hand 
corner. In another hand (possibly Brown's) 
is written—'' Mr. Gunn—Jany 1845." 


The letter arrived on 27th May, 1845. 


The fungus Cyttaria darwinit (Orange-ball 
fungus) was first discovered by Charles 
Darwin at Tierra del Fuego during the 
famous voyage of the “ Beagle" in 1838. It 
is parasitic on Antarctic beech trees, the 
fruit when ripe resembling a cluster of very 
small oranges with pitted skins. It is eaten 
by the natives of the southern tip of South 
America and C. gunnii Berk. is included by 
Backhouse in his esculent plants of Tasmania. 
Fagus Cunninghami (now Nothofagus 
cunninghamii (Hook.) Oerst.) is the ever- 
green Beech (usually called Myrtle in Tas- 
mania) of high rainfall areas of Tasmania 
and Victoria. 


Gunn, as is disclosed in a later letter, had 
a summer sheep run at Arthurs Lakes (which 
Lawrence had visited during his excursion 
in 1833). His trip to Macquarie Harbour 
(which his broken leg had prevented him 
making with the Franklins in 1842) would 
almost certainly follow the route marked out 
by Surveyor-general Calder at the time; and 
would take him close to Frenchman’s Cap 
and involve two hazardous crossings of the 
Franklin River. (Surveyor-general Calder's 
account of the cutting of the track is con- 
tained in the * Tasmanian Journal", Vol. 
3.) 
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After the formal and courteous ' My dear 
Sir' that begins Gunn's letters to Sir William 
Hooker, it is somewhat surprising to find one 
addressed familiarly to ‘My dear Hooker’. 
The directions on the outside of the sheet, 
however, indicate that this one is for Sir 
William’s son Joseph, whom Ronald Gunn 
had met and made friends with in 1840. 


LETTER 191, 


Penquitc, 29 March 1845. 
My dear Hooker, 

I wrote to you a day or two after my return 
from my trip towards the Franklin River, & 
reported generally the results. 1 now have thc 
pleasure of stating that I hope to send you the 
living Plants P. Dawsons to sail from this in 
a few days. The Plants hnve now been in thcir 
“Wards Case” for upwards of a month; and 
although the Coniferae do not look so healthy 
as I could wish, I yet trust many will survive. 
The Plants in the Case are of. 


X Huon Pine 

X Phylloeladus asplenoidcs 

X Fagus Cunninghami 

Anopterus glandulosa 

Telopea truneata 

Tasmannia aromatica 

X Richea pandanifolia 

X Agastachys odorata 

X Lomatia (entire lcaved) 
Rubus Gunnianus 

X Anemonc crassifolia 

X lrideous Pl. No, 270 
Leptospermum sp. 2 sp. 
Cenarrencs nitida 
Taxanthema australis 


X Atherosperma inoschata 
Phlebalium Billardieri 
Lyonsia straminea 


X Weinmannia australis 
Friesia pcduneularis 

X Zieria (sp. nov.) No. 1038 

X Carpodontus lucida 

3 do. sp. nov. 


X Prionotes cerinthoides 
Celinisia asteliacfolia 
Aeacia verniciflua 


X Asphodeleous ? PI quite new to me 
Do my No 371 
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You will perecive by the above list that the 
far greater Number are very rare plants, and 
also as they are all very young and love a humid 
atmosphere that they will do well All the 
moss which is about them was brought all the 
way from ihe Franklin with them & doubtless 
contains seeds— and I have also sown a good 
number amongst it. The Asphodeleous Pl. which 
is growing, has leaves like Astelia alpina, but 
much longer and grows in very wet plaees on the 
face of limestone rocks. The Huon Pine also 
grows in moss saturated at all times with water, 
& you may treat all the plants marked thus X 
in that way— the others require a very humid 
atmosphere but less water would not injure 
them. 


Send more Cases as often as you like and I 
shall return them filled without delay with some- 
thing or other. Against these I shall draw hand- 
somely because I am sure that it would cost 
very many Pounds to get any one in V.D.L. to 
go so far for them. The proceeds of course go 
into your hands. 


I have already arranged the Collection of 
dried specimens except the  Astelia leaved 
asphodel ? which is as green now as when first 
gathered although without a root, and pressed 
in paper constantly ehanged for 7 weeks. I shall 
be sorry when it loses its beautiful bright green 
eolour. 


Since my return the season has been past for 
collecting, & all my time has been occupied 
otherwise.— At night however I arrange a little, 
& you will by & bye receive a noble lot of 
Tasmanian Plants. 


I am Secretary of our little Tasmanian Socty 
& Editor of the Journal which gives me a good 
deal to do— correcting proofs— eatering 
materials & brushing up our lazy labourers 
in the seientifie vineyard. I hope however to 
see the thing get on by and bye. 


Let me get your Flora Antarctica, the Icones, 
Loudon Journal, & Species Filicum out regularly. 
I shall work like a perfect steam engine for you 
in return. 


[He signs but goes on] 


All my people are very well & beg to be most 
kindly remembered to you. 


The “ Royal Botanieal Society of Van Diemen’s 
Land” will go to the devil. 
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Launeeston, V.D.L, 29th March 1845. 


Pay to Josph D. Hooker Esqe or Order the sum 
of Pounds stg. on aecount of a 
Case of rare Tasmanian living Plants shipped 
by me to the Royal Gardens at Kew P. ship 
“ Dawsons.” 


Sir W. J. Hooker 
Director Royal Gardens 
KEW 

P.S. 14 April. Yours of Oct 1844 L have reed. 
& I presume by it that a third Case of Books is 
on the way for me— contains Freycinet. I shall 
reply to your letter by first leisure day, — Mr 
[Jamieson] died on 4 April — & I have just 


returned from the funeral after an absence from 
Home of a week. 


Ronald C. Gunn 


My thing that you think a sp. of Ceratella or 
Trineuron you will more probably find to be a 
Forstera. At all events it is not Compositae. 
I have large masses in flower for you. 


270. Libertia pulchella Spreng, the plant 
named L. laurencei by Hooker.f. 


1038. Was not traced. 
371. Milligania longifolia Hook. 


The Carponontus sp. nov. was perhaps 
Eucryphia milligani Hook.f. The “ thing ^ 
which Hooker thought was a species of 
Ceratella or Trineuron (Abrotanella in 
Compositae) was probably a cushion bush. 
The fact that Gunn thought it to be a 
Forstera (a genus in Stylidiaceae) seems to 
indicate that the plant was Abrotanella 
forsterioides Hook.f. and that this note of 
Gunn’s suggested the specific epithet . 


The letter, addressed to Joseph D. Hooker 
Esqe, West Park, Kew, Surrey, went per the 
ship “ Dawsons " and arrived on 25th Aug- 
ust, 1845. 


The Royal Botanical Society which ' will 
go to the devil’ was the original of the Royal 
Society of Tasmania, and was founded by 
Sir John Eardley Wilmot, Sir John Frank- 
lin’s successor as governor of Van Diemen’s 
Land, in 1852. Wilmot’s main object in 
establishing the society was to have a cor- 
porate body of responsible citizens to take 
control of the Hobart Botanic Gardens which, 
until his accession, had been maintained by 
publie funds. On orders from the Home 
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Government this practice was now to be 
discontinued and the maintenance of the 
Gardens became the responsibility of the 
governor, whose income was correspondingly 
increased. 


Wilmot's proposal was to grant £400 a 
year to a society, to be known as * The Royal 
Society of Van Diemen’s Land for Horticul- 
ture, for Botany, and for the advancement 
of Science," in whose control the Gardens 
would be vested. He was already, ex-officio, 
president of the Tasmanian Society, in suc- 
cession to Franklin, and he called a meeting 
of that Society, the Hobart Horticultural 
Society and the Mechanics' Institute to dis- 
cuss the formation of his new society. His 
tactless handling of the meeting, however, 
and his refusal to grant time to consider the 
proposals, antagonised many members of the 
Tasmanian Society, who withdrew in a body. 
Wilmot then formed his new Royal Society 
from those who remained at the meeting, and 
resigned from the Tasmanian Society. Sir 
John Franklin, who had not yet left the 
colony, was re-elected president of the Tas- 
manian Society. 


Efforts to amalgamate the two societies 
proved unsuccessful, and the headquarters 
of the Tasmanian Society moved to Laun- 
ceston where its heart and head, Ronald 
Gunn, now resided. There, too, its later 
Papers and Proceedings were printed at the 
* Examiner" newspaper office by Henry 
Dowling, publisher of the famous pirated 
edition of Dickens “ Pickwick Papers”. 


The Royal Society continued to meet in 
Hobart, with William Champ, John Abbot, 
Dr. George Story and the Rev. John Lillie 
as secretaries. Its scientific achievements 
between 1842 and 1846, however, were small. 
Two horticultural shows were held and one 
paper, on Eucalypts, by the Rev. John Lillie 
was read, contrasting with the wealth of 
Papers and Proceedings published by the 
Tasmanian Society during the same period. 


In a letter preserved in the State Archives, 
in the correspondence and papers passing 
direct to the Lieutenant Governor or his 
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Private Secretary, is the following in Gunn’s 
writing, and addressed from Penquite, 26th. 
November, 1844. 


I have endeavoured to restore the Tasmanian 
Soeiety to its primitive state and hope to sue- 
eeed. I am dubbed Seeretary and we meet 
regularly, quietly and unobtrusively at Laun- 
eeston where 1 trust we may do some good. At 
Hobart Town we would have been swamped by 
the gigantie Royal, but here we are out of the 
way— and — science being republican, we have 
got rid of all viee presidents, &e., and flourish 
alike as humble members. 


There is no address on this letter so we 
must presume it was a private communica- 
tion to Bicheno with whom it is known Gunn 
was friendly. 


In 1848, however, largely owing to the 
efforts of the new Governor, Sir William 
Denison, the two societies were combined, 
with Ronald Gunn's friend, Dr. Joseph 
Milligan, as secretary, and the present Royal 
Society of Tasmania really began to function. 


Milligan was secretary until 1860 and was 
succeeded by William Archer, another fellow- 
botanist and friend of Gunn. In 1860 
Milligan returned to England and died there 
in 1884. He left the Royal Society of Tas- 
mania a bequest of £350 and land at George 
Town. The native lily genus, Milligania, is 
named after him. 


Two letters written by Milligan to Sir 
William Hooker from the Kew letter file are 
of interest. The first, written in 1849, 
advises the depatch of the first number of 
the Papers and Proceeding of the Royal 
Society of Van Diemens Land to Sir William. 


LETTER 103. 


Hobart Town 


18 August 1849 
Sir, 


Amongst a mass of Speeimens in the various 
departments of natural history aecumulated 
on my hands, and whieh I now wish to dispose 
of in a way to render them useful, there are 
eonsiderable variety of Seeds of Indigenous 
plants of Tasmania, which, as they must deter- 
iorate by long keeping, I have determined at 
onee to divide, and after assigning to the 
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Botanical Gardens of the Royal Society of Van 
Diemen's Land such as have not already been 
introduced into it, to distribute as widely as 
possible the residue amongst institutions and 
persons likely to bestow upon them the care 
and attention necessary to their successful 
cultivation in the hope that in England at 
least some [may] be found either new —un 
introduced or at the least hitherto cultivated 
without suceess— 


The Council of the Royal Society of Van 
Diemen's Land having requested me to furnish 
to yourself a Copy of the first number printed 
of their '" Papers and Proceedings" I have 
forwarded them to your address under Cover to 
Mr. John Murray of Albermarle Street London 
— in doing so it occurred to me that I could not 
better dispose of a moiety of the Tasmanian 
Seeds in my possession and of which I have 
spoken than by transmitting them to you for 
cultivation in the Royal Botanic Gardens at 
Kew— 


You will discover amongst the Seeds several 
from the Extreme Western side of Van Diemen's 
Land — a [part] of the Island not much visited 
and the peculiar productions of which are con- 
sequently little known. Upon each packet there 
is a number corresponding with the number of 
the Specimen or plant in my register and 
Collection, so that if you find anything deserving 
special notice or anything upon which additional 
light may be thrown by reference here it may be 
easily accomplished and I may add that it will 
afford me very sincere pleasure to receive your 
remarks and whenever it may be in my power to 
supply information or procure specimens when 
required— 


The parcels of which I advise you are shipped 
by "the Marmion" which is to sail from this 
port within an hour or two. | have only there- 
fore time to express a hope that the Corres- 
pondence which this gives me the opportunity of 
Soliciting may prove as agreeable to you as I 
feel assured it must be advantageous to the 
working of the Royal Society of Van Diemen's 
Land and to the interest of Botanical Science 
generally in this place— 


Believe me to be 
with grent respect 
Your very faithful servant 


Joseph Milligan 
Secretary 
of the Royal Society 


of V.D. Land. 
Sir W. Hooker 


Kew Gardens 


The second letter, written after Dr. 


Milligan’s return to England, is of a more 
personal nature. 


LETTER 140. 


15— Northumberland St. 
Charing Cross. 
Dear Sir William 
I am making a collection of Photographic 
portraits of celebrated and eminent men con- 
neeted with the Exhibition of 1862 and of others 
of equal distinction with whom I came into 
contact there and to give the album additional 
interest I am asking for the autograph signa- 
ture underneath the portraits. I need scarcely 
say that without your photograph such a 
collection would be incomplete and in order to 
obtain it I paid a visit to Kew yesterday but 
was so unlucky as to miss you though Dr. 
Hooker told me you had just returned from the 
country and that I should easily meet you 
somewhere about the grounds. I failed however 
and then it was too late to call at your home. 
So I adopt the present expedient and to save 
you trouble I enclose a Carte de Visite to 
which if you approve you will perhaps be so 
very kind as to affix your sign manual and 
return to me at your convenience 
Excuse the liberty I take and allow me to be 


Dear Sir William. 
Yours very faithfully 
Joseph Milligan. 


Sir W. J. Hooker 
&C. &C. &C. 


We now return to letters from Ronald 


Gunn to Sir William Hooker. 


LETTER 192. 


Penquite 14 April 1845. 
My dear Sir, 


I have much pleasure in saying that I have 
shipped on board of the Dawsons— to sail 
from this Port to London tomorrow— a Wards 
Case containing a lot of living Plants for the 
Royal Gardens at Kew and against which I have 
drawn through your Son for a blank amount.— 
They are a portion of the Plants I gathered near 
Macquarie Harbour and will I trust reach you 
safely— or at least some of them. I am vexed 
to perceive that the Huon Pines look ill but 
perhaps some may pass muster & live. Pray 
continue to send out Cases and I shall fill ther 
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for you and of course, all I want is repayment in 
such form as your Public Establishment can give, 
and which I desire to constitute a fund to assist 
in defraying the expense to which you put 
yourself in sending me out Books. &c.— The 
present Wards Case I got made by a botch of a 
Carpenter on the farm, but I much fear it is 
not quite the thing. At all events return it 
and as many more as you like. In sending Plants 
out to me I should like a few of your newest & 
best fruits— Strawberries, Raspberries &c as 
well as Apples, Plums, Cherries, Peaches, 
Nectarines, Apricots, &e. We have good collec- 
tions of most of these, but yet any possessing 
any particularly good properties would be 
desirable. 


I had recently finished a letter to your Son 
when I received his esteemed letted dated Oct. 
1844, and to which I shall reply at an early day. 
I am working away & shall attend to every 
suggestion I receive from you in so far as my 
very limited knowledge of Botany will permit. 


I have this past season gathered Coniferae and 
taken a little more pains with the less attractive 
branches of our Botany. Much however yet 
remains to be done in the Phaencrogamous 
Vegetation. A new Clematis— a new Ranunculus 
& many others show pretty clearly that that field 
is not yet exhausted— although doubtless the 
Cryptogamia have been less examined. I really 
believe that if you wrote to Valentine or got 
Brown to do it — that he might do ten times 
more than I could. He is unfortunately in the 
very worst Cryptogamic Region in V.D.L. but 
yet he might do something. He is a most ac- 
curate microscopic observer, draws well, but 
dreads the fascination of Botany drawing him 
away from his professional duties. | have tried 
coaxing & scolding hy turns— without avail. 


On ist April I rambled up a Rivulet not very 
far from this & got some interesting specimens 
of Hymenophyllum, so that I hope to clear up 
some points— as I do not fcel perfectly well 
assured that the spccics meant as H. cupressi- 
forma by LabiH. is your H. Tunbridgense or 
else I have got a new one. l have got good 
specimens to send of Siphopteris heterophylla, 
Asplenium laxum of which I got proliferous 
fronds — which Brown in his Prod. says he had 
not seen, and some others; but no new ones so 
far as I ean judge. I have satisfied myself that 
my No. 174/1833 is a very distinct sp. of 
Veronica although 1 believe in all my subsequent 
Collections I confounded it with others. I have 
now got lots of specimens. I cannot have a vast 
amount of novelty at any time to communicate, 
but every difficulty cleared up— or species of 
a Plant clearly & satisfactorily ascertained 
on the spot must De important ana add to tne 
correctness of any Flora Tasmanica. 


I must now temporarily close this 


[he writes but adds]— 


The List of Plants in the Case is in my letter 
to Dr. Hooker. I have not taken a Bill of Lading 
for the Case but it is the only onc P. Dawsons 
& I shall write to Messrs Buckles & Co to land 
it.— 

Tell your son to send all packages for me 
always to Buckles & never mind the expense.— 
l prefer them thus sent to the risk by private 
hands. 


[In Hooker's writing is added] 


3 Cases 
by Robt Mathews I case of his 
own & our Sons 


by ship Dawsons 1 case of his own 
174/1833. Veronica arguta R.Br. ie. V. 
notabilis F. Muell. 


'This letter was also sent per ship Dawsons, 


and arrived on 25th August, 1845. His next 
letter is also concerned with Wards Cases. 


LETTER 166. 


Launceston, Van Diemens Land 
November 1845 
My dear Sir William, 


I have to thank you for your kind letter of 
Tth April last, as also for Books, Plants, Seeds 
&e the only thing left me to say is that your 
very great attention stimulates me to additional 
exertions during every leisure moment I can 
spare and | hope I shall be able to send you 
something worthy in return. 

The Cases of living Plants from Kew arrived 
in very bad order although unusual attention had 
been paid to them during the voyage. They 
were too dry as the former two cases werc too 
wet. The soil had not a particle of moisture in 
it so that the most hardy plants died. I annex 
a list (which I send with this) of the few that 
survived and of those that were dcad as it may 
guide you a little in future packing. The Seeds 
have almost all grown but they were a bad 
collection of uninteresting annuals such as 
Osotes 7 sp., Silene 5 sp. with Bisentillae, and 
other plants possessing little beauty, and not 
much interest. Annuals also, unless very hand- 
some or curious, require an amount of labour in 
a New Colony in saving the seeds year after 
year that we cannot afford, and therefore I scek 
perennials in preference— and really you would 
be delighted to see how flourishingly most of 
the plants from England flourish out here— 
ana although the Latitude of 41° would lead you 
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to expect great heat nevertheless our Climate 
is very mild. Cowslips, violets, foxgloves, colum- 
bine, and a host of plants indigenous to Britain 
seem to do better than the dryness of the air 
would have otherwise led one to expect. In the 
shrub & tree department I am also anxious to 
add those which are either hardy or so nearly 
so as to do in the open air here. 


I have refilled your Cases and return them by 
the “ Renown”, the same vessel that brought 
them out. J have put extra iron clamps to them 
as the joints had slightly given way which 
perhaps might have caused the excessive dryness 
by letting out some of the moisture. The Plants 
I have put into the cases are miscellaneous as 
Pr. list, but Fagus Cunninghami, Telopea trun- 
cata, Atherosperma moschata, Anopteris, Cen- 
arrenes, Weinmannia (?) &c are valuable, and 
many are growing as I have kept some in a 
nursery for the last 10 or 12 months, & they 
have made shoots since I put them in the Cases. 
Of course it requires more experience than I 
possess to put up these things well, but I am 
very anxious that they should reach you safe 
and in good order. A few of the remnants of my 
Macquarie Harhour Collection are now sent. 


I have also packed up a Case of living Ferns 
the same as the last, & trust it will reach in like 
good order. It contains some species not pre- 
viously sent, and almost all that are come-at-able 
within 20 miles of my House. I hope to go down 
to George Town next month and from that place 
if possible I shall send you the Gleichenias & 
some other species not to be found near this. 
I could not procure you seed of the Huon Pine; 
but I sent you a number of Young Plants of it 
in a Wards Case P. “ Dawsons” in April last 
for the safe arival of which I am most anxious. 
After carrying Plants on a man’s back in a 
knapsack over a rugged country for about 150 
miles and then sending them by sea 15,000— 
they ought to possess some little interest.— 


I have sent you also a Box of Seeds most of 
them recently gathered— the date of collecting 
being attached to some, and these I trust will 
grow. The names on them so far as I could find 
them will speak for themselves. 


A very large and heavy Case of Sundrics — a 
list of the contents of which I have put into the 
Box of seeds— it is sufficient to say that it 
contains splendid fronds of Alsophila, & sections 
of a Caudex, Fossil Banksia ? & Casuarina ! The 
latter seems undoubted. Rock Lichens, Fungi, 
specimens of woods principally brought all the 
way from Macquarie Harbour in our knap- 
sacks—as they were of rare kinds, Lawrencia 
spicata in fruit, & lots of other odds & ends 


which I have at once sent to be out of my way. 
Pray debit me with the freight of this case as 
I am afraid you are far too liberal in your 
remunerations to me. I continue to draw against 
you for living Plants and seeds— which amount 
will I trust help to pay off some the Books. 


I am now numbering my Plants to go I trust 
soon, but am continually delayed by press of 
other business; I however add almost daily to the 
number of species; & l trust your sons Flora 
Tasmaniae will contain many novelties not yet 
seen in Europe. Much however will remain 
undescribed but the supplementary parts will 
then be immensely interesting & valuable 
completing the main work. I shall leave no 
means untried so far as my humble knowledge 
extends to assist and will collect as indefatigably 
as other avocations will allow.— 


I hope to have the pleasure of addressing 
you again soon & in the meantime pray accept 
my warmest thanks for your uniform attention. 


[He adds] 


I have sent the Bill of Lading to Messrs Buckles 


This letter went by the ship “ Renown” 
and arrived on 14th April, 1846. 


The reference to carrying plants in a 
knapsack for 150 miles, is of course, to his 
overland journey to the Franklin River and 
Macquarie Harbour in the summer of 1845. 


Though he hopes ‘to have the pleasure of 
addressing you again soon’, Gunn’s next 
letter to Sir William (in the file) is dated 
over 12 months later. It too, refers mainly 
to cases of specimens sent Home. 


LETTER 167. 


Penquite 25th Decemr 1846 V.D.L. 


My dear Sir William, 


I have shipped to your Son’s address on board 
the Halifax Packet bound for London, and to 
sail tomorrow, three Cases of Plants & Fossils— 
and I have enclosed Bills of Lading to my agents 
Messrs Buckles & Co of Mark Lanc. 


Case No. 1. I D H. Contains an extensive suite 
of specimens of Dicotyledones — including; all 
those gathered during my trip to Macquarie 


116 


VAN DIEMEN'S LAND CORRESPONDENTS 


Horbaur, &c of course Huon Pine, and an 
immense lot of others— and more new ones than 
I thought probable after so many years collect- 
ing. You will I am sure be pleased to examine 
thsi collection. In Case No 1 I also put up a 
Portrait of myself, and specimens of about 20 
species of wood— also a packet of Lawrencia 
spicata in all stages of inflorescense being 
gathered at many different times.— 


Case I D H No 2. Has Monocotyledones & 
Acotyledones. The former some 9 ycars collect- 
ing— and having many new species.— Acotyle- 
dones I have entirely renumbered and you will 
find a vast No to interest you. Among the ferns 
you will I think see Gleichenia tenera — (my 
No. 1586), Alsophila, Allantodia, & some others 
which were either rarely sent Home by me or not 
such good specimens. Mosses some are very 
curious— But pray look at No 1625.; there are 
however many others scarcely less interesting. 
Jungermannia are also numerous, but do not 
require to be partieularized. Lichens — Algae of 
some new species.— Corallines & their allies 
(or what I believe to be such) of about 30 
species, and all very beautiful. Fungi a very 
extensive series, but I find much difficulty in 
preserving many of the kinds of the smaller 
species.— You will find the Caterpillar fungus 
(Sphaeria) of which I have also preserved plenty 
of specimens in Spirits, Brine, Pyrolig. Acid 
& will send them with my next parcel. I need 
not enumerate more fully what perhaps you 
will have recd before this reaches you. | filled 
the case with fossils. , 


Case I D H No. 3. Consists of two small boxes 
united together and containing fossils. One of 
specimens of a recent sandstone formation at 
Launceston The other case containing impres- 
sions of Plants from Shale near Hobart Town. 
However they are all I think ticketted sufficiently 
plain to be understood. 


The Orchideae | have not yet sent you. 

During the last spring I had intended to have 
gone round our North East Coast but the 
wcather was too wet to admit of my crossing 
the numerous rivers with my paek Horses.— 
Next week I intend again visiting Lake St Clair, 
and ascending to the Summits of some of the 
Mts. in its vicinity. Lake St. Clair has itself 
a semi-alpine vegetation— and as the Mts 
rise at least 2000 ft. above the level of its 
surface— I am led to hope that I may discover 
some novelties at an altitude which can hardly 
be less than 5500 ft. I shall report results in 
my next letter. 


In the various specimens I have now sent, you 
will I think find many that will interest you— 
such as Isoetes, Piluluria, Chara of many species, 
Coniferae, & many of the smaller plants. You 
will also find Montia ?, Callitriche, Limosella, 


and others which had previously escaped my 
notice.— The wide distribution of Aquatic plants 
is a matter of interest and I am led to think 
that Migratory Aquatic Birds assist nature— 
or are rather the means used by nature in 
scattering these plants. The temperature of 
water being less liable to ehange than the 
atmosphere the seeds fall into favourable situ- 
ations for germination, more readily than those 
of land plants would do. I can only in that way 


account for  Vallisncria, Ruppia, Pilularia, 
Potamogeton Callitriche, Montia, Isoetes, 
Lemma &c being everywhere— & Arundo 


phragmites, Typha, Lythrum, & others which 
are the inhabitants of river sides & ponds, being 
also very widely distributed. The temperature 
of our rivers rarely fall below about 45— and 
even on the Mts are usually above 50— our 
Springs about 50 to 52. — Such temperature 
rising of course with our summer heats— must 
be favourable to many plants. 


I have just recd a letter from Messrs Buckles 
& Co intimating that they had put some Books 
on board the Union for me from you. I shall 
look most anxiously for them, as they are almost 
my only enjoyment out here. You have not 
written at to the state of any of my Cases of 
living Plants which 1 sent Home. Pray return 
them full, & J will refill them for you regularly. 
Do not forget that I asked for a collection of 
Roses.— I garden now much less than 
formerly— giving Botany & Natural History all 
my spare time, 


I gave the Revd. Henry Jones, Chaplain of H.M. 
Ship “ Castor ”— letter to you and your son— 
as he wanted to see Kew. He [is] a most inteli- 
gent person & has now been for some years in 
China, New Zealand &c., & will give you much 
information about these places. 


The Allantodia was perhaps Athyrium 
umbrosum (Ait.) Presl—The Black Fern; 
the caterpillar fungus perhaps Sphaeria 
gunnii Berk. i.e. Cordyceps gunnii (Berk.) 
Berk. in Hook.f. 


1586. Gleichenia tenera R.Br. i.e. G. 
flabellata R.Br. var. tenera. 

1625. Not traced. 

Across the head of this letter which 


reached England on 23rd April, 1847, is a 
note in Hooker’s writing—‘ Parcels by 
Onger and Meryon, 174 Fenchurch St.” 


At the time the only settlements in the 
north-eastern quarter of Tasmania were a 
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few pastoral properties near the coast line, 
at Bridport, Boobyalla and Cape Portland. 
The heavily forested country inland was un- 
inhabited and unexplored. Gunn’s projected 
trip was probably from George Town to Cape 
Portland and he would have had to cross, 
in turn, the Piper, Little Forester, Brid, Big 
Forester and Ringarooma Rivers. 


The picturesque Lake St. Clair, source of 
the Derwent River, is a large body of water 
enclosed in a moraine-blocked valley with 
forest-clad hills backed by mountains. Gunn 
would formerly have passed by it on his over- 
land trip to the West Coast. 


The portrait of Gunn as a young man, a 
coloured drawing of his head and shoulders 
by an unknown artist, is still at Kew. It 
may possibly have been painted by Thomas 
Griffiths Wainewright, convict artist and 
writer, who was transported to Van 
Diemen’s Land in 1837 for forgery. A 
portrait of Mrs. William Gunn by Wain- 
wright is recorded in “ Wainwright in Tas- 
mania" by Robert Crossland. Mr. R. M. 
Gunn of Perth has another portrait of Gunn 
as a boy. In the Launceston Public Library 
is another portrait of Gunn as an old man, 
seated at a table. This is a handcoloured 
photograph, taken between 1860 and 1870, 
and “presented by his admirers” to the 
Mechanics’ Institute, the forerunner of the 
Launceston Public Library. 


His next letter, in a very friendly familiar 
style, is for Joseph. 


LETTER 168. 


Penquite, 16th June 1847. 
My dear Hooker 


I sent you P. “ Murrayshire " two packages — 
one of dried plants and one of Bottles of sundries 
vegetable and animal. The pump of the Murray- 
shire most unfortunatcly got choked, and she 
had to put back to Launeeston, discharge much 
of her Cargo, and start again. Long ere this 
reaches you I hope they will be safely in your 
hands.— The Murrayshire sailed finally about 
1 May. 


Amongst the new Plants I then sent you were 
a new Cruciferous one ; — a new Fagus ! very 


like one of the Fuegian ones; a new Fern from 
Mt Olympus; and sundry other intcresting 
additions.— 


I have since got from Dr Milligan a small 
Colleetion from Macquarie Harbour, (which 
station has again bcen broken up,) and it 
eontains the Mt Olympus Fagus which he 
obtained from the top of Mt Sorrell, near Mac- 
quarie Harbour. In Milligan's Collection there 
arc however some new plants— and I may 
mention one new Richea (or Dracophyllum) — 
a third ? Carpodontus; a very curious new 
Patersonia or allicd genus; a new fern; some 
new Umbelliferae; & two or three other things 
which will be an addition to your stoek. These I 
shall send you soon. He also obtained in flower 
that curious Astelia leaved asphodeleous plant 
(my No 1388) and what he thinks is another 
species from the same genus.— 


Since I last wrote I went to P. Phillip but did 
no good in the Botanical way— in fact there was 
nothing in flower about 1 April but the Oxalis 
mierophylla, the Correas, and one or two plants 
in the heathy spots. Since my return I have 
been most unusually busy as I always am after 
an absence even of short duration. 


My packages and parcels have now been so 
numerous since any account of the results have 
been received by me from you— that I shall 
almost swamp you with them. When the 
Magnum Opus comes out then indeed we shall 
sec all that can be said upon the subject. 


My business however is increasing from 
various causes and it is just as well that my 
Botanical Collections have got a fair start, 
otherwise I fecl I could not again so readily 
make such large Collections. 


I have been disappointed at not receiving any 
eases from Kew. I paid a man many Pounds to 
get me a large Lot of Athrotaxis, Mierocachrys, 
&e besides my own immense collection of living 
plants from Lake St Clair, all which I popped 
into a nursery & there they remain, subject to 
theft, &c. I do not feel disposed to have any 
more Wards Cases made, as the last I had made 
for myself has not yet been returned. Blow up 
the Deputies at Kew, & let them return my ease 
even if they want no more of our trees. Of 
course my drafts against them were only 
intended as a means of paying for their Collect- 
ing— & incidental expenses. Natural History 
is very pleasant but inost uncommonly unprofit- 
able in a money making community like this.— 


I wrote to you about Lots of missing Books, 
& am anxious that you should at your Very 
earliest convenience replace the lost ones. It is 
a most confounded nuisance but it is a little 
your own fault for not writing by post— as I 
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do— naming the [month] when you send a 
parcel, even if you cannot name the vessel which 
brings it.— Always do so— & I can then look. 
If you write to me at any time that you have 
that day or week sent a parcel for me to Messrs 
Buckles I shall be quite sure to get it by the 
first vessel direct to Launceston; & I can look 
out accordingly.— I now want. 


j Icones Plantarum Part 14.16 & all subsequent. 

f Species Flicum Part 3.5. & all subsequent. 

y London Journal of Botany Part 48 to 52 both 
inclusive, & all after 56. 

Botanieal Magazine Nos 12 to 16 both inclusive 

3rd Series, all after No. 19. 

7 Flora Antarctica. Parts 13 to 16 both inclusive 

f Elements of Conchology Parts 1 & 2.— 

[In Hooker's cramped hand the following (filling 

up a line originally left blank) “ The above are 

missing exclusive of any which may have been 

sent with them. — Gunn continues] 


Draw upon my pocket if necessary to complete 
& send me the following— which I think I sent 
for in my last. 

Dr Smiths Zoology of S. Africa Part 24 & all 

subsequent 


Dr Smiths Journal of the Expedition into 
Southern Africa. 


De Candolle's Prodromus, all after Part 9. 

Lindley's genera & species of Orchideous 
Plants. Part 7, & any subsequent if pub- 
lished.— 

Journal of Botany Vol. 2. No. 11. (Not London 
Journal of Botany.) 


Cyclopaedia of Anatomy & Physiology. all 
after Part 25. 


Cyclopaed. of Practical Surgery all after part 12. 
Illustrated London News Vol. 5 & all sub- 
sequent as published. 


1 Voyage of American Discovery ships. the full 

Edition 
Supplement to Penny Cyclopaedia. 

T Cosmos by Colonel Sabine. 

y Vestiges of Nat. History of Creation, with the 
explanations by the same author — a Sequel 
to the Vestiges 

T Lindleys Nat. 
Edition 

f Lindley's Elements of Botany 

f Rural Chemistry by Solby. 

Sillimans American Journal. Nos 90 & 94 & 
all after 100. 
[Some if the items have been marked with a 
dagger, presumably by Hooker, and, following 
them, in Hookers hand, is the-following — 


System of Botany— New 
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“ N.B. Many of the above sent by Mr. Heward 
in consequence of a former list. This to be 
cancelled and a fresh list asked for."] 


[Hooker has also written, but crossed 
out—' King and Fitzroy—Stokes-Beagle.” 
The letter then resumes] 


Whenever you can— put the Books into a 
Box as they get very much injured in the paper 
wrappers which are generally rubbed off at the 
Corners— & otherwise destroyed. For all this 
trouble I shall compensate you some day by the 
magnificance of my collections However you 
will have better materials for Flora of V.D.L. 
than anybody else who ever lived. 


Milligan has handed to Bicheno some fossils 
from Macquarie Harbour to be transmitted to 
the Geological Society. The Cases have gone 
there ere this— & you may see them by calling 
there. Some of the vegetable forms Milligan 
says are nexv— but his notions of their resem- 
blances are sometimes startling. 


Thine always 


Ronald C. Gunn 


1388. Milligania longifolia Hook.f. and 
M. densiflora. Hook.f. 


His Richea (or Dracophyllum) was per- 
haps D. milligani Hook. (1852), as R. Draco- 
phylla R.Br. (1810), R. pandanifolia Hook.f. 
(1844), R. gunnii Hook.f. (1847), and 
R. scoparia Hook.f. (1847) had been named 
before this date. 


His very curious new Patersonia was per- 
haps Hewardia tasmanica Hook 1852. See 
reference to Mr. Heward above. 


At the head of the letter, presumably in 
Joseph's hand, is the note—' Ship sails Dec. 
25th. According to the postmarks the letter 
left Launceston on 18th June and arrived 
in London on 26th November. 


Dr. Milligan's visit to Macquarie Harbour 
would be in the course of his duties as 
Medical Superintendent of Convict Discip- 
line. The first penal settlement, established 
by Governor Sorell on Sarah Island in 
Macquarie Harbour, was closed down in 1832. 
This second penal station was apparently 
set up during Sir Eardley Wilmot’s governor- 
ship as part of the Probation System, 
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probably (as the first one was) for the 
exploitation of the Huon Pine timber, but it 
was soon abandoned. 


The new Fagus, ‘like a Fuegian one’, 
which Gunn collected from Mt. Olympus, 
near Lake St. Clair, and Dr. Milligan from 
Mt. Sorell, near Macquarie Harbour, would 
almost certainly be Nothofagus gunnii, the 
Deciduous Beech or Fagus, peculiar to the 
Western and South-Western highlands of 
Tasmania and the country's only native 
deciduous tree. On the exposed mountains 
it is a stunted shrub but grows to the 
dimensions of a small tree in sheltered 
valleys. The rich gold of its autumn foliage 
adds a unique colour note to the Western 
Mountains in April and May. 


The note “King & Fitzroy Stokes— 
Beagle” in Hooker’s writing at the foot of 
the letter refers to the three commanders 
during the 1820’s and 1830’s of the survey 
ship “ Beagle" in which Charles Darwin 
made his famous voyage with Fitzroy. All, 
at various times, had visited Van Diemen’s 
Land and Captain Phillip Parker King, R.N., 
gon of Phillip Gidley King, was Port Officer 
and Superintendent of Government Vessels 
at Hobart Town during Franklin’s regime. 


There were no letters in the file for 1848; 
and the next (to Sir William Hooker) bears 
the date 17th March, 1849, and records some 
of Ronald Gunn’s bush excursions. 


LETTER 165. 


Launceston, Van Diemens Land 


17th Mareh 1849 
My dear Sir William, 


From some not easily to be explained cause 
I have permitted your kind and most welcome 
letter of 10 Jany 1848 to remain unanswered. 
I find upon my table a letter indeed three fourths 
written, but it was never completed & of course 
never forwarded. I assure you I was indeed 
rejoiced onee more to see your old familiar 
writing, and although I do not possess the 
advantage of being personally known to you, 
yet I always look upon you as one of my oldest 
and most valued friends. Your son has, it is 
true, for some time relieved you of your cor- 
respondence, but I shall be sorry if ever his 


return to Europe should induee you to ceasc 
to write to me, & deprive me of that pleasure 
whieh your letters always afford to a poor 
Botanist like myself at the Antipodes.— 


My Zeal remains but alas! my time is sadly 
trenched upon by other and less pleasant employ- 
ments than Botany— Still I eolleet, but am 
puzzled to find time to arrange. I have got a 
glorious lot of Algae for Harvey — and many 
will I am sure be new. I am mueh interested in 
traeing the British Species which exist in our 
Seas, associated in many instances with similar, 
but not identical representatives of European 
forms. I am sure however, that more British 
species will be found in my present collection— 
such as. Sphacelaria seoparia Porphyria lacin- 
iata, Codium Bursa, an Asperococous like A. 
Turneri, and several others. I [now] do little 
besides colleet, & have no time to examine. 


I am mueh pleased to find that some more of 
my Tasmanian Plants are being published in 
the London Journal of Botany. Pray attach my 
Numbers to the speeies as far as you ean, as it 
will save me very great trouble more espeeially 
in such Natural Orders as Compositac, Epa- 
cridea, &e. You must not forget that 1 am not 
so elever a Botanist as to be able to read off the 
description of a plant & at once recognise it. 
If I could devote much of my time to my plants 
no doubt I eould do pretty well, but many 
months sometimes elapse without my touching a 
Plant or Botanical work. Pray therefore help 
my ignorance by printing my Nos. or by send- 
ing me a list of them. It is thus that illustrated 
Books are so useful to me as, having a eapital 
eye, I am enabled to know plants by sight with- 
out the toil of poring over the deseriptions. 1 
have almost abandoned all hope at ever being 
better than a mere euller of weeds & wild 
flowers for you. 


In October last business took me to Arthurs 
Lakes (my summer sheep station) where I 
found your sons “Scleroleima fosteroides" in 
flower. It still bothers me much as it is so un- 
like any plant in Compositae with which I am 
aequainted, and I should have been more dis- 
posed to refer to it the nat Ord. “ Sclerantheae.” 
No doubt however your son is eorreet. There 
is another undescribed plant in Compositae whieh 
grows with it in the same masses, & of which 
I shall send you specimens.— Scleroleima on!y 
grows on the highest parts of the mountains, & 
during a recent visit to the Northern parts of 
the sanie range— where the waters are thrown 
off to the North & South — to discharge them- 
selves into the Sea by the Derwent & Tamar— 
I found it very abundant— indeed aeres upon 
acres of the “green Cushions” (Scleroleima) 
impeded our walking very much.— The only 
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novelty | found at Arthurs Lake in Oetr was a 
new Crueiferous plant (a Draba ?) small & 
insignifieant.— 


Last week I rambled (as already observed) 
over all the northern and highest part of the 
Western Mountains, keeping to the North of 
the Great Lake and as mueh as possible upon 
the ridge dividing the Northern & Southern 
Lakes. I may here observe that the vast table 
land forming the Western Mountains is a 
plateau of about 40 miles square rising gradually 
and almost impereeptibly from the Southward, 
and ending abruptly in steep basaltic preeipiees 
to the North and North East— having bold 
headlands projecting out called in the Colony 
Bluffs, at every few miles. The Country to the 
North & Sonth East of this table land lies 2500 
to 3000 feet or more immediately below— & 
from whieh lower Country the mountains are 
almost inaecessible exeept at a few points— so 
that from Launeeston and all that part of the 
Colony the Mountains present a grand and 
splendid uspeet whereas from the South no 
Mountains are visible so that you may ride 
or drive a eart up to the verge of the eliffs 
without having in any instanee had to en- 
eounter either a high hill or any serious obstaele. 
The top of the Mountains is, as I said, almost a 
table land eonsisting of long narrow grassy 
plains running one into the other, and divided 
by narrow roeky ridges eovered usually, but 
not always, by dwarf Euealypti and other 
alpine shrubs. The whole formation is green- 
stone, and to eompare great things to small the 
ridges and plains remind ine of a heavy sea off 
the Cape of Good Hope suddenly arrested— the 
waves forming the roeky Hills.— All the hills 
run nearly N. & S. or rather N.N.W. & S.S.E.— 
and break off into short lengths admitting 
passages from one valley to the other. All this 
Country to the elevation of 4600 feet is now 
eovered during the summer months with floeks 
of sheep removed from the low Country to rest 
the pastures— the Government letting this 
Mountain Country at the rate of £10 per 1000 
aeres. From the deseription I have attempted to 
give you you will pereeive that the highest part 
of the Mountains is the Northern end, and that 
all the waters flow to the South exeept those 
within a mile or less of the northern edge. The 
numerous basin like Cavities in this Mountain 
Country are oceupied by Lakes— some very 
large as the Great Lake but many of them are 
small — covering only a few aeres and this 
smaller eharaeter oeeurred most frequently 
as we proceeded to the Westward where 15 to 
20 small lakes (ealled in the Colony lagoons) 
were to be seen at one time probably the 
remains of some larger lake or lakes whieh had 
been drained off. However, Botany was more 
my objeet than Geology, but I got nothing new 
to reward me. I got however some good speei- 


mens of Coniferae. The prostrate Conifer like 
Mieroeachrys tetragona (my No 367) and whieh 
from the remarkable resemblanee in the leaves 
and branches to the Mieroeaehrys has led to 
them being eonfounded — will prove to be in 
my opinion a new genus. It is quite prostrate— 
eommon over all the mountain tops in that 
quarter, dioeeious ? the cone bright red like a 
Strawberry and soft like a berry. I should desire 
it to bear the name of Hooker as a speeifie name, 
(There are Cones of the prostrate Mieroeaehrys 
? pressed in my Note Book). I think you have 
by mistake figured a braneh of it a Mieroeaehrys 
at tab. 560 of the Ieones Plantarum — at least 
it is certainly very like the male of the pros- 
trate plant. On the streams on the higher parts 
of the ranges Athrotaxis eupressoides is very 
abundant skirting the edges of the rivulets. 
Clumps oeeasionally oceur where there is a 
Sphagnum Bog, and in one place I found a small 
forest of them covering 20 to 30 aeres. The 
trees are very thick at the base (about 2 feet 
in diameter) — but taper off very rapidly 
towards the snmmit— as the tree seldom exceeds 
20 feet high, but more nsually much less. I 
proeeeded Westwards to the Falls of the River 
Meander where I first diseovered all these Pines 
in 1838. Here I eollected first speeimens of the 
Athrotaxis Selaginoides. It forms a tree very 
similar in size and mode of growth to A. enp- 
ressoides that is low in height, but with a trunk 
about 2 feet in diameter. Although I found it 
growing sparingly upon the margin of the 
Meander just below the falls, yet it seems to 
prefer the beds of loose roeks and stones whieh 
have fallen from the eliffs above, and where it 
would puzzle one to pereeive how it found soil 
to support its roots. I sought in vain for s 
tree of Athrotaxis laxifolia, and as I found 
many young plants I have eome to the eonelusion 
that no sneh speeies exists — my speeimens 
being branehes off young plants. There seems 
to be a peeuliar variety of A. eupressoides as the 
young plants of both A. eupressoides and sela- 
ginoides usually possess leaves like the older 
plants of these speeies. I may be rash in eon- 
demning A, laxifolia, but another season will 
satisfy me. Of Mierocachrys tetragona I saw 
plenty but as I sent it to you abundantly from 
Lake St Clair few observations are neeessary 
now. The Podoearpus alpina was eommon on 
the top growing amongst & trailing over the 
roeks & stones with the prostrate Microeachrys ? 
Many other plants greeted my sight, but they 
were all old aequaintances. It was a bad season 
to get any plant in flower, and early as the 
autumn was, 4th to 10th Mareh, I was caught 
in a snow storm whieh eovered everything up 
and I had to walk for miles through snow. After 
the snow came sharp frost— the thermometer 
falling at lowest to 30° so that our Mountain 
plants ought to be able to stand any viseissitudes 
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to which they can be exposed in the open air of 
Britain. Here severe heat and cold follow so 
rapidly upon one another that plants must 
possess great vital energy to be able to resist 
these sudden changes of temperature. Very 
many of our Tasmanian Plants will I am sure do 
in the open air in England. 


In October I walked for several days through 
a forest of Fagus Cunninghami towards the 
North-East, and came out upon the North 
Coast. In the fagus forest not one gramincous 
plant met my eyes for days— everything except 
the trees of Beech and Eucalypt were crypto- 
gamic, Aspidium proliferum occasionally in very 
wet places Lomaria proeera covered the 
ground. Dead logs, trunks of trees, the 
very ground itself covered with mosses junger- 
mannia and such like— with the small epiphytal 
ferns. Oceasionally shrubs occurred where the 
forest beeame more open, but no grass appeared 
anywhere. Towards the Coast the soil became 
sandy & undulating— the vegetation at once 
changed, and I found all my old acquaintanees 
of the healthy plains of Circular Head & 
Rocky Cape. The only new form was a Euphor- 
biaceous plant (My No. 744.) which oceurs all 
along the North Coast after you attain a few 
miles East of Port Dalrymple. I have not seen 
it elsewhere in the Colony but it occurs at Port 
Phillip. It is a different plant from any of our 
other Tasmanian Euphorbiaceae.— 


You ask me (for your Museum) for a cut 
through one of our gigantic Euealyptus trees 
but I fear it is not to be obtained. Our largest 
cross-cut saws have only blades of 6 to 7 feet 
in length whereas I measured a Eucalyptus tree 
perfectly solid at 5 to 6 feet from the ground 
49 feet in circumference drawing the measuring 
tape tight round it. I have passed larger trees 
but measured this one as it was elose to my 
elbow. Now it would be no joke to send you a 
cut out of such a tree. However I must see what 
can be done, and send you as large a slice as I 
can. 


I quite envy your Son the delights of his 
Himalaya & Borneo trip. I anticipate very much 
new matter as the result of his explorations— 
and trust that he will return safely to you 
and in good health. 


I have often desired to send you portraits of 
our trees and sketehes of some of our character- 
istic seenery— one sketch being equal to a 
dozen pages of deseription. Do you think a 
Daguerreotype apparatus would answer the 
purpose or a Photographie onc ? I would gladly 
go to the expenses of £10 to £20 to furnish you 
with perhaps 100 portraits of all our most 
important trees— and occasionally of some of 
our peculiar Fern tree glens. Of course I must 
seiect une day— and do it when all is calm. If 


upon enquiry you think or know of any mechan- 
ical means by which I can attain this object, I 
am sure you would afterwards be delighted 
at the results of my labours. For example 
portraits of the spceies of Athrotaxis, Callitris, 
Acacia, Casuarina, &e. would give you a capital 
idea of our vegetation. Pray think over it and 
see what can be done. Your last Cases of Plants 
from Kew were again unfortunately in bad 
order, and very few survived— and these the 
least interesting. I have one of the Cases filled 
for the last few months with Mountain Plants 
which now that they are rooted ought to reach 
you safely. I shall send them by first ship from 
this.— 


I have plenty more to say but my paper is 
running short, and I fear your patience too will 
be exhausted with my long letter. I hope you are 
going on with your “ Icones Plantarum " as well 
as your “ Species Filicum " They are both inimit- 
able and invaluable works— Part 15 of the 
former, & part 4 of the latter are the last I 
have received. Under Lindsaea ensifolia Sw. 
you quote LaBillardiere's plate of the L. lance- 
olata Vol 2, t.248 & say the species is from the 
North Coast of New Holland. Now LaBillardiere 
was not on the North Coast at all and he quotes 
the species as from Van Diemens Land (* In 
Caput Van Diemen ") as at that time V.D. Land 
was not known to be an Island, and in all his 
deseriptions of Tasmanian Plants he calls it as 
was then called “Cape Van Diemen". (Is not 
Lindsaea lanceolata my Filices No. 20) I think 
it is, & it agrees very well with LaBillardiere's 
plate. Brown, strange to say, does not give it 
as a Tasmanian Plant. It is not common. De 
Candolle and others I see have followed in mis- 
taking LaBillardiere's Cape Van Diemen (Tas- 
mania) for the Cape Van Diemen of the N. Coast 
of New Holland. I suspect however that La 
Billardiere has described some of the Plants he 
gathered at Lewin’s Land ncar King George's 
Sound as natives of V.D. Land by mistake— The 
specimens having probably got mixed. I am the 
more confirmed in this opinion as I never saw 
them here, & find them described as existing 
in that part of New Holland. 


My eldest Son Ronald has passed as a Surgeon 

& M.D. at Home. I have begged him to eall at 
Kew ere he returns to this Colony & shall be 
elad if you ean induce him to eollect for you too. 
[Written across the head of the letter is a 


final postscript] 


Instead of sending any parcels for me to Buckles 
& Co who have now given up business— pray 
send them always to Messrs. Onger & Meryon, 
Booksellers, 174 Fenchurch Street. 
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367, Microcachrys tctragona (Hook.) 
Hook.f. Note Gunn’s confusion. 
The erect shrub is Diselma 
archeri Hook.f. 


744. Ricinocarpus pinifolius Desf. 
20. Lindsaca linearis Sw. 


Sphacelaria scoparia was probably S. pani- 
culata Suhr., Codium bursa probably C. 
tomentosum Ag., by " Scleroleima foster- 
oidcs" he means Abrotanella fostcrioides 
Hook.f. the floral heads of which resemble 
those of Scleranthus biflorus Hook. in 
Scleranthcae rather than those of a plant in 
Compositae. His associated undescribed 
Compositae may have been Ptcrygopappus 
lawrencii Hook.f. though this was named in 
1847 perhaps from material sent by R. W. 
Lawrence earlier. 


With regard to the Lindsaca Dr. R. 
Melville writes, “ The only Gunn specimens 
of Lindsaea in the Herbarium are L. lincaris 
Sw. L. ensifolia Sw. is a synonym of Schizo- 
loma ensifoium (Sw.) J. Sm. and L. 
lanceolata Lab. is listed as a variety of it. I 
have found no evidence that Gunn collected 
Schizoloma.” 


Postmarked in Launceston on 21st March, 
1849, this letter arrived on 23rd July, 1849 
only four months later. 


Gunn’s ‘ramble’ along the high northern 
scarp of the Central Plateau and his descent 
down the Western Tiers by way of the 
Meander falls most probably ended at 
“ Cheshunt ", the estate of William Archer, 
on the Meander River not far from the base 
of the Tiers. 


This excursion was over fairly familiar 
territory: the other, across the North-East, 
broke entirely new ground over country 
previously untrod by white man, or even 
black, for the Aborigines kept to open 
country and avoided thick scrub and rain 
forest. Gunn almost certainly started from 
his grazing property at Diddleum Plains, 
north of Mt. Barrow, to which a stock track 
led up the St. Patrick’s River valley from 
Launceston. Thence he probably followed 


VAN DIEMEN’S LAND CORRESPONDENTS 


the Valentine Rivulet, skirted Mt. Maurice 
and reached the headwaters of the 
Ringarooma River, whose valley he followed 
until he reached the open coastal plain 
country and the sea either at Boobyalla or 
Bridport, where there were sheep stations. 
Nearly all this Ringarooma valley was 
originally covered by Fagus (now Notho- 
jagus cunninghamii (Hook.) Oerst.) the 
Tasmanian Myrtle-Beech, and giant 
Euealypts. If, as is likely, Gunn was seeking 
new pastoral plains he was disappointed. 


This tract of country was again traversed 
by Surveyor James Scott in 1855 or 756 when 
in search of the rich basaltic soils that were 
at the time being pioneered by bush settlers 
on the North-West Coast. Scott found such 
land both in the Ringarooma Valley and at 
Scottsdale, and settlement quickly followed. 
He is generally credited as being the first dis- 
coverer; but this letter proves that Gunn had 
been there before him. Gunn’s ‘old 
acquaintance’ among the plants of the 
coastal plain would be the Wedding Bush, 
Ricinocarpus pinifolius. In October, miles 
of country in this region are covered with its 
creamy white flowers. 


Gunn’s observations on the size some 
eucalypts attain are not exaggerated. In 
moist and fertile soil trees over 20 feet in 
diameter were sometimes found. Most of 
these giants went with the clearing of the 
country by the bush pioneers, but when Gunn 
wrote this letter this era had hardly begun. 
Trees over 300 feet tall (there are even 
records of some over 400 feet) were also to 
be met with. Nearly all these huge trees 
were of the species Hucalyptus regnans (com- 
monly called Stringy Gum in the North of 
Tasmania, Swamp Gum in the South, and 
Mountain Ash in Victoria). The present 
tallest (measured) tree in the State (326 ft.). 
also a Eucalyplus regnans, stands in the 
Styx Valley in Southern Tasmania. 


Gunn's interest in new inventions that 
might aid his botanical researches had not 
waned. Photography was just beginning. 
and the etching process of the Daguerrotype 
was soon to be superseded by the collodion 
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or wet plate process. In either case a con- 
siderable time exposure was required to 
register a suitable image, which explains his 
proviso of a calm day to make his tree 
portraits. 

His eldest son Ronald (of his first family) 
returned to Tasmania to practice. but 
remained only a short time before going to 
Queensland. The eldest son of his second 
family, John Jamieson Gunn, also became a 
doctor. He died in Derby, England, about 
1880. 


The next letter, the last of the series, con- 
tinues the comments on La Billardiere’s con- 
fusion in naming the localities where he 
collected plants when with D’Entrecasteaux 
in 1792-3. 


LETTER 77. 


Launceston, Van Diemens Land. 
10th May 1849. 
My dear Sir William, 


In my last letter 1 took occasion to mention, 
in speaking of LaBillardiere, that 1 believed he 
had mixed many of the specimens of Plants 
he colleeted near King George's Sound with 
those he gathered at Reeherehe Bay in Van 
Diemen's Land— and I am the more eonfirmed in 
this opinion as I perceive that every plant save 
one, whieh I had not deteeted in this Colony and 
yet whieh are described in his work as being 
natives of Van Diemens Land, have been recently 
described as natives of Western & South Western 
Australia in the “Plantae Preissiunae" of 
whieh you kindly sent me the four first faseimile. 


Billardiera pisiformis. Labill. t.90. Never seen 
or heard of in V.D.L. 


Sollya heterophylla. 


Melaleuca faseicularis Labill. t.170. I have 
never seen in V.D.L. & it occurs in Leuwin’s 
Land. 


Gompholobium tomentosum Labill. t.134. Not 
seen in V.D.L. but oeeurs in Western 
Australia. 


Euthales trinervis (Velleia) Labill. t.77. Not 
seen in V.D.L. but oceurs in Western 
Australia, 


Croton quadmipartitum Labill. t.233. Gaud. 
I have never seen in this Island but it 
oeeurs in Western Australia. 


Now 1 have little doubt that these 5 speeies 
have by mistake been put down as natives of 


this Island more especially as LaBillardiere 
explains in his work of the want of aecommod- 
ation for his specimens on board the Recherche. 


Stylidium umbellatum Labill. t.217. I do not 
perecive in the " Plantae Preissianae "— and as 
Robt Brown never saw it, I think it probable that 
it will turn out to be merely a monstrous variety 
of the common Sea side species with the top 
of the spike snipped off by some animal, and 
the lower flowers assuming the form of those 
speeimens I sent you from Lake St. Clair whieh 
were slightly umbellate. 


Acaeia saligna, Labill. t.235. I do not exactly 
know although I had believed it to be meant 
to represent my A. dissitiflora but Benthams 
not being able to reeognise it leads me there- 
fore to suspect that it may be a Western 
Australian species too. 

I believe I have recognised all the rest of 
LaBillardiere's Plants marked as from Van 
Diemen's Land — *in Capite Van Diemen " as 
he calls it— Bass’s Strait not having been dis- 
covered until several years after La Billardiere's 
visit with D'Entrecasteaux to Van Diemen's 
Land. 


I made a mistake with reference to Lindsaea 
lanceolata, Labill. in my last, mistaking for it 
Pteris falcata which it much resembles. I have 
not seen Lindsaea lanceolata I find, and now 
think that it too must be added to LaBillardiere's 
mistakes as being found in V.D. Land.— 


Sinee I last wrote I have enquired and satisfied 
myself that Athrotaxis laxifolia is a true species 
— indeed I had forgotten that you mentioned 
having obtained from me a specimen with the 
fruit. lt is so many years since I saw the large 
plants of it— and having lately at the falls 
of the Meander obtained young Plants without 
being able to find any old tree led me to question 
whether it might not turn out to be a mere 
variety. 1 am glad however it is really a speeies 
of so very interesting a genus. 


I now send you P. “ Potentate ", which takes 
this, a small paper pareel (Freight paid here) 
cotaining speeimens of the prostrate Conifer 
(My No. 167 of 1833) which has been mistaken 
for a new variety of Mierocachrys tetragona. 
It is not only a distinet plant, but I think quite 
a new genus. lt is dioecious ? — fruit red, 
pulpy & soft like a berry when ripe — grows 
quite prostrate. My specimens are pretty good, 
and you will find no diffieulty in deseribing it 
from them, as they are numerous. I have re- 
quested that it may bear the specifie name of 
Hooker— as a small but well deserved token 
of my regard and esteem. I regret that my skill 
has not enabled me to deseribe many of our 
Plants as most assuredly I should have named 
many after you.— 
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In the same parcel you will find beautiful 
specimens of Athrotaxis selaginoides, young 
plants of A. laxifolia, and specimens of Sclero- 
leima fosteroides; also another compositae which 
grows in the mosses with it and hardly less 
interesting (No. 2058) a new Crucifer; a plant 
in Mytaceae, Hemiphues; a new Richea— per- 
haps two; new Orites; new Plant allied to 
Patersonia ? — and some others as well as 
duplicates of some half dozen others. I am 
heartily ashamed that so many treasures are 
lying waiting in my rooms, but I really ean- 
not find time to assort them — and it was 
only by a desperate effort that I got this small 
parcel put up for the sake of getting you to 
describe at once the new coniferous plant.— 
I add a fern to the parcel which is also new to 
me;— I do not wish that any other parties should 
anticipate you in the description of any of our 
Plants— 


Having opened a communication with Mr 
Lovell Reeve for various Books wanted by 
myself, as well as my friends, and as I will be 
receiving parcels from his regularly, (as well 
as from Messrs. Ongar & Meryon) I would feel 
obliged by your sending any odds and ends 
which you can spare me through Mr Reeves. 
I have written to him by this opportunity sug- 
gesting that in future, if you had no objection, 
the London Journal of Botany; Botanical 
Magazine; & Annals of Natural History would 
be more valuable to me if they came out in his 
monthly parcel insteod of waiting until there 
was a lot to send. Much of the interest of 
these Books depending upon the novelty of the 
eontents. I have sent you so few contributions 
lately that I do not like to trespass upon your 
pocket too much & therefore will fecl obliged 
by your allowing Mr Reeves to furnish me with 
any Books at my own expense which you may 
think would be either of interest or value. My 
last Nos. of Books — 


Botanieal Magazine No. 37 | These 
London Journal of Botany No 72 | are the 
Annals of Natural History No [ ]* last 

Ieones Plantarum Part 15. | reeeived 
Species Filicum Part 4. ] by me 


I should like to obtain the following 
De Candolles Prodromus all after vol. 9.— 


Plantae Preissianae all after Part 4. Interest- 
ing to eompare with Flora of V.D.L. 


Sillimans American Journal of Seience. I have 
from time to time received odd numbers from 
you, & it is so admirable a Book that I should 
like it much if not dear. I possess No. 89 to 100 
of the old series but Nos. 90 & 94 wanting. & 
I possess from Nos. 2 to 8 of the new series, 
Nos. 1 & 3 of new series wanting.— Really you 
must suppose me a perfeet bibliomaniae, but 
having few other enjoyments but my Books to 


keep me up to the progress of matters in 
Europe I like to get as many as my limited 
means ean purchase and the very great gener- 
osity of my British friends will furnish. Here 
all the World is new — and which-ever way I 
turn— whether amongst Plants, fish, shells, 
fossils, &e I find mueh that is new and not 
described or detailed in the common Books to 
which I have access. We have no publie Library 
that ean be so called, and no Museum in the 
Colony, so that I must possess all within myself 
or go without that information which I so 
ardently desire to obtain. In Ornithology I am 
rieh as I have Goulds splendid Book on Austra- 
lian Birds, Garrells British Birds, Gray & 
Mitchells Genera of Birds, & some others— and 
thanks to your liberality I am becoming rich 
in my Botanical library. 


By the bye I shall at an early date give you 
roughly some of my ideas on the vegetation 
of Van Diemens Land, and its _ peculiar 
eharaeter— and whieh from its general resem- 
blanee to much that is characteristic of that of 
the Carboniferous era, leads me to infer that 
it is not essential that the character of that 
period in England should have been so mueh 
warmer than the present elimate as most 
Geologists seeni most anxious to urge. 


[Wax seal over] 


It has struck me for a long time that if our 
vegetation was found in a fossil state people 
would assuredly infer that our three species 
of Fern tree, Richea pandanifolia with leaves 
nearly like those of a palm & 3 to 5 feet long, 
Athrotaxis like Lepidodendron, &e would char- 
aeterize a warmer climate than the cold bleak 
region of the South West of Van Diemen's Land, 
with a mean temperature for the year below 
some parts of Britain according to Professor 
Dove's tables, and much below many parts of 
Franec. More However by & bye if it interests 
you. 

Believe me always 
Most sineerely Yours 
Ronald C. Gunn 


Do not fail to send me Dr IIookers lctters which 
I see by the Athenaeum are printed.— 


[ENDORSEMENT] 


[Round postmark 
bordered by a 
single thick line] 
P. Potentate. 
Sir W. J. Hooker 
West Park 
Kew — Surrey 
R. C. Gunn 
LAUNCESTON 
11 MY11 
18[49] 
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167 of 1838 probably Microcachrys tetra- 
gona Hook.f. 


2058 not traced. 


Lovell Reeve of Covent Garden, London, 
was the publisher of Dr. Joseph Hooker's 
* Flora Tasmaniae ". 


Guun's eomplaint of the lack of a Public 
Library or Museum in Tasmania at the time 
was justified. The Ancanthe Museum estab- 
lished by Lady Franklin at Kangaroo 
(Lenah) Valley had practically ceased to 
function after she left the colony. Had 
Ronald Gunn remained in Hobart the story 
might have been different, though Ancanthe 
was rather too remote to be of much service 
to the general public. 


The Royal (Botanical) Society discussed 
the setting up of a Museum and library in its 
formative years, and in 1848 Sir William 
Denison gave permission for the use, free 
of charge, of the large Committee Room at 
the Legislative Council Chamber as a 
museum and library and meeting-room for 
the Society; he also obtained a Government 
grant of £100 a year towards the expenses 
of the Museum. In 1849 the Tasmanian 
Public Library was established in Hobart, 
and the Royal Society decided to restrict the 
books in its library to those of a scientific 
character. In 1852 the Royal Society took 
the lease of premises in Harrington Street 
and its library and museum were moved 
there. In 1853 the cases and fittings (and 
presumably any worth-while specimens) of 
the Ancanthe Museum were purchased for 
use in this building. Finally, in 1860, the 
site of the present Hobart Museum in 
Argyle Street was granted to the Royal 
Society and its first building, to which exten- 
sive additions have since been made, was 
erected there. 


The Launceston Museum also had its 
beginnings in the Royal Society, of which a 
Northern Branch (with Ronald Gunn an 
active member) was formed in 1853. Its 
first meetings were held in Franklin Lodge 
(the governor’s northern residence in what 
is now the City Park), but later it moved 
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to the Public Buildings, where cases were 
installed to hold exhibits of a small museum. 
When the Northern Branch of the Royal 
Society became moribund these, with the 
contents, were taken over by the Mechanics 
Institute and installed in their premises, 
(now the Launceston Public Library). With 
the erection, in 1891, by the Launceston City 
Council of the present Queen Victoria 
Museum and Art Gallery in Wellington 
Street (Royal Park), the cases and contents, 
mainly minerals, formed the beginning of the 
present collections. 


This is the last letter in the file from 
Ronald Gunn to either Sir William or Dr. 
(afterwards Sir) Joseph Hooker. As the 
previous letter indicated, Joseph was now 
handling the official correspondence at Kew, 
though he did not succeed his father as 
Director of the Gardens until Sir William’s 
death in 1865. Any further letters from 
Gunn (and they must have continued until 
after the publication of the “Flora Tas- 
maniae” and possibly until Gunn’s death in 
1881) were probably regarded as private 
correspondence. Notes and observations on 
any speciment sent would go into the Her- 
barium. 


(The only other revelant letter in the file 
of Tasmanian correspondence is of a much 
later date—London, February 5th 1929. This 
is from R. W. Giblin, the Tasmanian 
historian, who had apparently visited Kew 
to get advice about a rubber plantation he 
was interested in. When he was there the 
Kew authorities had asked him the where- 
abouts of 'Penquite" and “Formosa” in 
Tasmania, probably in connection with 
localities where plants, in the herbarium, had 
been collected by Ronald Gunn. Giblin found 
out for them where “ Penquite ” was, but was 
unable to locate “ Formosa ”.) 


In 1849, Gunn, in his early forties, still had 
many years of active life ahead of him. Ten 
years later, with the surveyor, Peter Lette, 
he explored and made a report on the land 
on the North-West Coast between the 
Mersey and Inglis rivers and on some gold 
discoveries that had been made by James 
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(Philosopher) Smith and others in the area. 
Tt was on this commission that he discovered 
the fertile treeless flats about 15 miles up the 
Leven River that still bear the name Gunns 
Plains, and where a memorial has recently 
been erected to his memory. (It is possible 
that Gunns Plains was seen earlier, as in a 
sketch map made by Dr. Milligan for the 
V.D.L. Company in the eighteen thirties, 
“Rings Plains’ is marked in approximately 
the same position. However, it was 
apparently forgotten until Gunn came upon 
the place 20 years later, when settlement 
quickly followed. It is now a prosperous 
farming district). It is virtually certain 
that Gunn collected botanical specimens on 
this and other exploring trips and sent them, 
with accompanying letters, to his friend 
Joseph Hooker at Kew. 


William Howitt, the author, visited Tas- 
mania in 1854 and met Ronald Gunn at 
Launceston. Gunn was then living at Pen- 
quite House, Newstead House, his final 
residence, not being built until two years 


later. In his “Two Years in Victoria”, 
published in 1855, Howitt records their 
meeting : : 


" Mr. Gunn’s house lies in a fine park 
enclosed from the native forest, and exhibi- 
ting not only fine native timber, but splendid 
steeps and most picturesque glens. The 
country round is extremely beautiful. We 
made a long ramble during the afternoon, 
getting some rich views of cultivated valley 
on the North Esk, and of a peculiarly fine 
glen, where the perpendicular masses of 
basaltic rock, relieved by noble trees, 
presented a specimen of bold beauty rare on 
the other side of the Straits . In our 
walk, Mr. Gunn drew my attention to a 
particularly rough and scrubby shrub, with 
short stout boughs striking out on every side, 
and said that the botanists had classed it 
amongst the violets ". He refers to 
Hymenanthera angustifolia R.Br. The fine 
glen is the Punch Bowl. 
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Ronald Campbell Gunn has sometimes 
been claimed as Tasmania’s greatest botanist. 
In an academic sense he was not a botanist 
at all; he had no formal botanical training 
and, as he himself admits in one of his later 
letters to Sir William Hooker, he had not 
the requisite knowledge to describe a species 
botanically, and had “almost abandoned all 
hope of ever being better than a culler of 
wild flowers and weeds for you”. But he 
was a magnificent collector, both in his 
ability to recognise new species or varieties 
and in his technique of preserving them, 


Ronald Gunn probably collected and 
preserved more specimens of new Tas- 
manuian plants than all the rest of the 


collectors put together, and it is fitting that 
so many should still bear his name. 


In 1876 he presented his extensive 
private herbarium to the Royal Society, to be 
housed in the Hobart Museum; but it is now 
in the Sydney Herbarium being taken there 
in 1904 by J. H. Maiden, with the consent of 
the museum authorities for study. In a 
letter to Mr. W. Baulch dated 2.9.1951, the 
late Rev. H. M. R. Rupp, then Honorary 
Curator of the Orchidaceae at the National 
Herbarium of New South Wales, explains 
how this came about— 


The late Mr. W. F. Blakely, one of the senior 
botanists here for years, told me that during the 
directorate of Mr. J. H. Maiden, he persuaded 
the Hobart Museum authorities to send Gunn’s 
eolleetion to Sydney. ...... It was therefore 
sent here, on the understanding that when it 
had been thoroughly checked over, duplicates, 
where possible, should be returned to Hobart. 
Soon after its arrival [Rupp incorrectly believed 
the transfer took placc in the 1920's] the de- 
pression of the early ’thirties set in and the 
staff of the Sydney Herbarium was reduced and 
nothing was done in the matter of returning 
duplicates to Hobart. 


As soon as possible I went very earefully 
through the Orchids of Gunn’s collection . 
and with the approval of the present Director, 
Mr. R. H. Anderson, I sent as many duplieates 
as possible to Hobart. There are many other 
specimens of Gunn’s here beside the Orehids; 
but I have no responsibility for them, and know 
very little about them. 


T. E. 


Most of the orchids, which were colleeted 
between 1832 and 1844, are in astonishingly 
good condition; in faet many look as if they 
had been collected last week. Gunn was a master 
hand not only at colleeting, but at pressing and 
preserving plants. 


'The letters have recorded the development 
of Ronald Campbell Gunn from an enthusi- 
astic amateur to a mature critic of botanical 
species. They show also the great part that 
Gunn played in the growth of an appreci- 
ation of science in the young Colony. 


But the real hero of the letters is William 
Jackson Hooker. Indirectly it was he who 
founded the Tasmanian Society and the Royal 
Society that emerged from it. Without his 
generous and friendly encouragement it is 
doubtful if Gunn, or any other collector, 
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would so tirelessly have perservered in a 
hobby that demands so much time and effort. 
We cannot do better than end with this 
tribute paid to his father by Joseph Hooker 
in a letter to Baron von Mueller on Sir 
William’s death, taken from “By Their 
Fruits", by Margaret Willis, 


My loss has indeed been a grievous one, my 
father having for so many years been more my 
daily companion than any other person. I 
shall never see his equal for liberality of purse 
and work to library and herbarium, for genuine 
kindness, for utter absenee of self-love and self- 
esteem, and for single-minded devotion to 
seience. He thought nothing of himself in these 
matters, and serupulously avoided applause, 
flattery, and distinetions. These attributes 
brought their own reward. He lived and died 
more happily than any seientifie man I know and 
had not a single enemy or detraetor. 
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Appendix A 


R. C. GUNN’S SPECIMEN NOTES 


It has been deemed advisable to print 
these numbers and Gunn's notes on specimens 
in full. The numbers alone however convey 
very little and present tantalizing problems 
to students engaged on research. Where 
possible therefore the plant identification 
associated with the numbers in Hooker’s 
Journal of Botany and in the Flora of Tas- 
mania have been added in square brackets 
after the numbers. If the name shown is 
that now current nothing further is added, 
if however the current name is different the 
abbreviation “i.e.” follows and then the 
current name is given. In this way it is 
hoped to make the list valuable to research 
students. 


Various difficulties arise however. First 
it is not possible to check the numbers with 
the actual specimens. This must be left 
to individual workers with particular 
problems. Secondly, instead of numbering 
each specimen consecutively R. C. Gunn used 
several series of numbers each beginning at 
No. 1—one for Dicotyledons, one for Mono- 
cotyledons, and one for Mosses, one for Ferns 
and one for Lichens, which however he did 
not always number but used the specimens 
as packing material. Again he used at least 
two series of numbers for the Dicotyledons, 
each series beginning at No. 1. The first 
series probably ceased about No. 500 when 
he received books from Hooker which 
introduced him to the Natural System. In 
his second series he tried the impossible 
task of classifying all specimens before they 
were despatched. This must have seriously 
delayed despatch, but it would enable a 
student to discover the limits of the various 
collections by noting the return to the Ranun- 
culaceae periodically as the series proceed. 


Another difficulty results from his practice 
of giving a number of collections of one 
species the same number. "Thus he collected 
Ranunculus lappaceus Sm. and gave the 
specimen the number 90. 4A little later he 
would collect the same plant again and give 
the fresh specimen the number 90. If both 
specimens belonged to the same species in 
the opinion of the botanist at Kew or the 
British Museum they were frequently 
amalgamated on the one herbarium sheet 
and collections made at different times 
cannot now be certainly identified. If the 
specimens proved to be different then two 
identifications will bear the number 90 as 
for example R. lappaceus and R. pimpinelli- 
folius. When R. C. Gunn was doubtful about 
the similarity of the two specimens he often 
placed the question mark after the number 
thus 90 ? This made it necessary for the 
botanists at Kew to treat such a number as 
entirely separate. Thus 90 ? became a 
number in its own right and was treated 
as we would treat 90A. 


The determinations made were published 
in a number of publications and it is known 
that manuscript lists giving some numbers 
and the Kew determinations exist in the 
Mitchell Library, Sydney, where most of 
Gunn’s papers are. Editorial additions to 
the appendices are derived from three 
sources. (a) “ Contributions towards a flora 
of Van Diemen’s Land; from collections sent 
by R. W. Lawrence, and Ronald Gunn, Esars., 
and by Dr. Scott” printed in Hooker’s 
* Journal of Botany " which was issued as 
Volume I in 1834. This was probably the 
work of Sir W. J. Hooker while still the 
Professor of Botany at Glasgow University. 
This was continued in Hooker's “ Companion 


128 


T. E. BURNS & J. R. SKEMP 129 


to the Botanical Magazine" Vol. I p.p. 
272-277 1835) which has not been sighted. 
(b) * Contributions towards a Flora of Van 
Dieman's Land, chiefly from collections of 
Ronald Gunn Esq., aud the late Mr Lawrence 
by Joseph Dalton Hooker, M.D., R.N., 
Assistant Surgeon and Naturalist in H.M. 
Discovery Ship, Erebus" which appeared 
in Volume II of the same Journal published 
as a bound volume in 1840. Hooker filius 
continued and amended the work begun by 
Hooker. (c) “ Flora of Tasmania" by J. D. 
Hooker, 1860, the first complete Flora of 
Tasmania. Using these three lists one of us 
(T.E.B.) tried to make the numbers given in 
the lists which follow somewhat more useful. 
Current synonyms have been obtained from 
Rodway's “ Flora of Tasmania ", Dr. Curtis’ 
* The Student's Flora of Tasmania ", J. M. 
Black’s “Flora of South Australia" and 
Rupp's “ Orchids of N.S. Wales ”. 


It is hoped that the errors inevitable in 
such a process may not be too great. 


A ? preceding a number is a marginal note 
inserted probably by W. J. Hooker when he 
first examined the collection. 


LETTER 27 


[An enclosure with letter dated 30th 


March, 1835.] 
BON No. I 


Remarks on Plants sent. from V.D, Land to Dr. W. J. 
Hoox£En—1835 

I have arranged them this season as far as practic- 
able according to the Natural Method—-only keeping 
the new Numbers in a detached lot from the duplicates 
of those sent Home in former years, You will perceive 
innumerable blunders but I am anxious to pursue 
that system as far as possible in all my collections.— 


CLEMATIS 53. [C. gentianoides DC.]-—51.[C. blanda 
Hook. i.e. C, aristata DC.] good specimens of this last 
in fruit-—I bave also put in two small branches of what 
is evidently a new species but could not find it in 
flower.— 


RANANCULUS 90, [J4. lappaceus Sm, and R. pimpin- 
ellifolius Hook. var. glabrior] 157. [H. glabrifolius 
Hook.] 

& 999. [R. scapigerus Hook. and R. leptocaulis Hook. 


ie. R. pumilio R.Br. ex DC.]—good specimens of 
R. seapigerus Hook. (229) [Fl. Tas. has 299 in error} 


collected lately at Deloraine 35 milos West—I have 
been unable to detect the difference between my 90 
& R, pimpinellifolia [Hook.] not having retained 
speeiinens— 


PLEURANDRA [HI BBERT1A] 22. [P. riparia R.Br. 
ex DC. var. glabriuscula Hook. ic. H. stricta R.Br.] 


CARDAMINE. 401 [C. d?ctyosperma Hook.] 


VIOLA. 84. [(1832) V. bctonicoefolia Sin.] 95. [(1832) 
V. hederacea Labill. also 95 (Y) V. sieberi Hook.] 1 
have put in here ono or two spocimens of a Viola 
which may be different on Examination to 95.—1n 
my Herbarium I have by mistake retained my present 
No, 528 
—as 84— but have now altered it to V. betonicifolia 
as p. your nema, 


DROSERA. 350. [Vol. 1 J. of B. has D. peltata Sm., Vol. 
I} D. lunata Buch, ex DC. Fl. Tas, also. See below] 


In my herbariun the specimen retained of D. 
peltata is with pink flowers, and sinooth calyx [i.e. 
the specimen he retained for 350 was D. auriculata 
Backh, ex Planch.J—as another species is equally 
abundant 1 have given it a new No. (448) [i.e. D. 
peltata Sm.] in this years collection and wish to know 
which is the true D. peltata. 


COMESPERMA. 147. [C. volubile Lab.] 170 [C. 
retusum Lab.] 


TETRATHEGA. 21. (7. pilosa Lab. var. B] 193. [7. 
pilosa Lab. var. «] 194. (T. glandulosa Lab.]—Nos. 
21 & 193 called by you varieties [of 7'. glandulosa Lab. 
var. pilosa] do not exist together—and 21 is found 
at Lanneceston—-and 193 in the Western parts where 
the climate is much colder and where I have not seen 
2I 


BILLARDIERA. 11. [ B. mutabilis Lab, i.e. B, scandens 
Sin.] 169, [B. longiflora Lab.] 


BURSARIA. 15. [B. spinosa Cav.] I send additional 
specimens of this but find the tree has spines though 
not abundant on the young branches,—neither do 1 
find the leaves on any plants to be much smaller 
than those sent.— 


PITTOSPORUM. 154. [P. bicolor Hook.] 


LINUM, 71. |L. marginale A, Cunn, ex Planch,] This 
No. you have omitted to give me credit. for in your 
mema. [Vol. I J. of B. has 71. L, angustifolium Huds, 
Gunn seems to be referring to a manuseript list sent 
to him by Hooker on reecipt of a previous pareel of 
specimens, “No, 71 is Linum marginale A, Cunn."— 


Dr. R. Melville.) 
STELLARIA. 96. |S. pungcus Brongn, ex Duperrey] 


FRIESIA. [ARISTOTELI A.] 312. [4. peduncularis 
(Lub.) Hook. f.] 


HYPERICUM. 73. [H. gramineum Yorst.f.] This No. 
also omitted in your mema., [“No. 73 is Hypericum 
gramineum Forst. "—BDr. R. Melville.] 
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DODONAEA. 377. [D. viscosa Jacq.] 


GERANIUM. 63. [6. potentilloides L'Ierit, var. parvi- 
flora Willd. i.e. G. microphyllum Hook .f.] This 
appears to vary considerably in the colour of the 
flower aud mode of growth.—May uot some that ] 
take to be vars, prove s] ecies,— 


PELARGONIUM. 425. [P. australe Willd. var. albi- 
florum Hook.] 


OXALIS. 370. [O. magellanica Forst.f ie. O. lactea 


Hook.] 94. [O. corniculata 14.) 1 send more specimens of 


370 reed. Irom the Hampshire Hills as it does not exist 
near Launceston, -The flower is always white —94 
always yellow—and # nuch larger plant—I think 
they are distinct, 


CORROEA. 152. [C. vireus Sm. ie. C. reflexa (Lab.) 
Vent.] 1253. [C. lawrenciana Hook. var. glabra Lindl. 
Curtis gives var. glabra Benth.] others in this year’s 
colleetion. 


ERIOSTEMON. 14. |E. verrucosa A. Rich. Vol. 1 J. 
of B. gives E. obcordatam .\. Cunn ex Hook.] 


BORONIA 8. (BH. gunnii Hook.f.] 303. [See berw] 1 
differ with you in thinking these to be vars. of the 
sume species, —NOo. 8 exists at Launceston & 303 on 
the Mersey and Western parts where tho climate is 
totally distinet—-The smell of the two also differs 
very much—No, 8 smelling like Rue—and 303 so as 
to give it the Colonial name of Lemon Plant [B. 
citriodora Gunn ex Hook.f.] .—Nos. 214 & 303 are 
probably vars,—but until 1 ean procuro good speci- 
mens of the two last Nos it must remain undecided. 
[214 B. variabilis Hook.] 


ZIERIA. 140 [ Z. arborescens Sinis] 


POMADERRIS. 126. (P, apetala Lab, var, a Hook.f] 
440. [P. elliptica Lab.] 


CRYPTANDRA. [SPY Z27DIUM] 150. [S. nlicinum 
(Hook.) Benth.] 


STACKHOUSIA. 69, [ S. monogyna Leb.] 


PULTENEA. 137 or 18G [Both Pultenaea subsuinbellata 
Hook. J—I35 or 215 [135 Bossiaea cinerea. R,Br.]— 
179. 185. [Both Pultenoea 179 P. juniperina Lab. 185 
P. daplinoides $m.]—Nos, 137 & 186 are I think alike 
as also 133 & 215—and have accordingly this season 
placed them together. 


DAVIESIA * 176. [Bossiaea ensata Sieb, i.e. B. riparia 
A. Cuin]. 177. [Daviesia nleina Sin.| 181. | Daviesia 
umbellulata Sin. var. B acnminata DC. and var. y 
ie. D. ulcina Sm.) 148. [ J 


AOTUS. 24. [Goutplolobium latifolium Sm. ie. G. 
liuegeliti Benth.] Good specimens in flower & fruit.— 


PLATYLOBIUM. 64, [P. triangulare R. Br.] 


HOVEA 138. [H. purpurea Sw. i.c. H. longifolia R. lir.] 
139. [H. heterophylla A. Cunn.) in flower & fruit.— 


GOODIA. 133. | Bossiaea cinerea R. Br.) 208. [Good ia 
pubescens Sims.) 209. [Foodia lotifolia Satisb.}—I 
have placed 135 as a Goodia from the shape of the 
fruit. 


VAN DIEMEN'S LAND CORRESPONDENTS 


LOTUS 83. [L. corniculatus L.] 439. [“L. australis 
Andr’’,—Dr, R. Melville] 


VICIA? 161. [Leptocyanus clandestinos Benth., ie. 


Glycine clandestina Wendl. | 
KENNEDIA [KENNEDY A). 26. [K. prostrata R. Br) 
VIMINARIA ? 172. [Sphiaccolobium rimi nenm Sin,} 


LEGUMINOSAE Sundries, 171. | Boxsiaea cordigera 
Benth.] 212. [Actus villosa (Andr) Sin) 234. [Oey 
lobium ellipticum R.HBr.] 308 * (an Aotus) {This 
question mark after a mimber indicates that Gunn 
had previously sent a specimen he numbered 30s, He 
now submits what he takes to be a duplicate speeiinen 
and so gives it the same number, but. he is not quite 
sure so he warns llooker by putting a ? after the 
number not to accept it without elose examination. 
For his part Hooker had to distinguish the two speci: 
mens in some way intelligible to Gunn. He therefore 
called one specimen 308 and the other 3087 308 was 
Pultenaea fasciculata Benth. and 308% was Pultenaea 
tenuifolia R. Br.] 


ACACIA. 130, [A. mucronata Willd. ver. «| 131. |A: 
diffusa Lindl.] 201 [4. mefanorylon R. Mr.] 202, [A. 
mucronata Willd. var. B dependens (M. Cunn ex 
Benth) Hook.f.] 203 JA. myrtifolia Willd] 204, [44. 
verticillata Willd, ] 


POTENTILLA. 251. [P. anserina L.| 
GEUM. 249. [G. urbanum la. var. strictum (Ait.) Hook.f.] 


ACAENA, 87. [4. ovina A. Cumi. ex Field} 1 send 
under this no. iwo distinet kinds which 1 have only 
marked as vars. 


LYTHRUM. 30. [L. salicaria L.] 81. [ L. hyssopifolia L.] 


EPILOBIUM. 82? [82 Æ. junceum vir. œ 82? not 
located] 


TILLAEA? 91. [7. verticillaris DC. } 
BAUERA. 156. [B. rubioides Andre. var. a] 


BAECKIA. 86. [B. thymifolia Hook.f. ie. B. ramosis- 
sima A. Cunn.] 


LEPTOSPERMUM. 7. [L. flavescens Nn ie. Le 
sericeum Lab. | 


METRASIDEROS 17, [Callistemon salignum DC. i.c. 
C. pallidus (Bonpl) Dt] 105, [Melaleuca gibbosa 
Lab.] Backhouse in his “Index Plantarum” in Ross's 
Annual ealls No. 17. *Callistemon lophanthns,"-— 


MELALEUCA. 18. [.M. ericaefolia Sm.] 


CALYTIIRIX. 13. [Calycothriz glabra R. Br. var. & 
ylaberrima i.e. Calytrix tetragona Lab] 


UMBELLIFERA E.? 245. [Trachymene humilis (Hook. 
f.) Benth, It is an Umbelliferae.] 


SAMBUCUS? 19. [S. gaudichaudiana DC.] 


GALLIUM [GALIUM] 159. [Asperula conferta Hook.f. 
a form of A. oligantha F. Muell. Galium is an allied 
genus in Rubiaceae. ] 
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GNAPHALIUM. 112. [Jelichryswm apiculatum (Lab.) 
DC.] 113. [H. semipapposum DC.) 246. [H. semipap- 
posum DC. ] Of No. 113 f have sent three kinds marked 
as vars. but which in colleeting I took to be species.— 
} leave them to your decision. 


ELICIIRYSUM [HELICHRYSUM.) 108. [/Jelipterun. 
incanum DC.] 239 [Helipterum anthemoides DC.) 111. 
[Helichrysum bracteatum (DC.) Willd.] 116. | Heti- 
chrysum scorpioides  Lab.] 120? [120 Gnaplialiun 
ulpigenum F. Muell, ex Hook.f.]—The specimen | 
obtained of 120 is so bad that 1 cannot be certain if 
the specimens now sent are the sams, or 409, [Graph - 
alium luteo-albiin la.) 


——— 2 IIS. [Leptorhynchus squamatus Less. | 


GALACTITES? [PODOLEPIS] 110. [P. acuminata 
IS Br.| 


PICRIS? 115. [P. bieracioides L.] 
CRASPEDIA. —117. [C. richea DC.] 
ERIGERON. 164. [not traced] 


BELLIS. 66 [ Braelajcome stricta DC. | —67 [Lagenophora 
billardieri DC.] or 232. [Lagenophora billardieri DC.] 
Nos. 67 & 232 are J think alike. 


SONCIIUS. 265. [not traced] 
SENECIO. 114. (S. aastralis (DC.) Willd. ] 


ASTER. |OLEARIA.] 36. [36 of 1844 JZurybia gunniana 
DC, var. salicifolia—‘All of No. 36 iucluding the 
1844 collection soems to be typical O. gunniana DC" 

Lr. R. Melville] 38. [O. renmliesa DC. var. 0 
acaleata DC. also var. y floribunda Hook.f. (epilcia 
DG.)] 261. 273? (273. O. gunniana DC. var. 6 brevipes 
also var. e cana (snbpreaanda DC.)] 123 [Helichrysum 
hookeri Sonder]—At No. 36 I have put in two speci- 
mens of 180 reed. from Mr. Backhouse but I cannot 
recognise the difference between it & 36,—Of 273 
now sent I am a little doubtful. 


OZOTHAMNUS? [Now grouped with the HELI- 
CHRYSUM] 39. [Cassinia. aculeata R.Br.) 249. [H. 
thyrsoideus DC.) 


CULCITIUM. 
salicina DC. 


BRUNGNIA. 109. [Brunonia australis R. Br.] 
GOGCDENIA. 45. [G. ovata Sm.] 48. [G. elongata Lab. | 


VELLEIA. 47. [not traced] 430 [Goodenia hederacea 
Sm. a var, lanata of G. geniculata R. Br.] 


EUTHALES. 46, [Veleia paradora R.Br.] 
STYLIDIUM. 102. [S. graminifolium Swartz.] 


CAMPANULA. 72. | Wahlenbergia yracilis var, vincoe- 
flora R.Br. “This is W. billardieri Lothian"—Dr. R. 
Melville] 165. [var littoralis R.Br.) 


GAULTHERIA. 305. [G, hispida R.Br.] See New Nos, 


ANDERSONIA. 155. [Sprengelia tnearnata Sm.] The 
specimens now sent are large, and | think it probably 
may differ froin some of those sent as 155 in 1833. 


[BEDFORDIA]. 121. [Bedfordia 


EPACRIS. 143. [E. exserta R.Br.) 144. [E. gunnii 
Hook.f, i.e, E. microphylla R. Br.] 145, [ E. lanuginosa 
Lab. var. x] 146. |E. lanuginosa var. y 146? K. 
lanuginosa var. B but Gunn does not refer to this 
number here.] 


LEUCOPOGON. &c. 34. [L. collinus R. Br, var, a] 
191, (I. virgatus R.Br.] 196. [L. ericoides R. Br.] 195. 
[L. hookeri Sonder] 429. [L. richei R. Br. ]J—Specimens 
of 191 are sent which were collected at three places 
widely distant, vizt, Launceston. Deloraine, & 
Hampshire Hills, 


ASTROLOMA. 122. |A. liunifusum R. Br. | 
ACROTRICHE.? i92, [4. serrulata R. Br.] 


Sundries IIPACRIDEAE. 297, [(in part) 7Z'rochocarpa 
disticha. Spreng. var. cunninghami Hook. also T. 
guunii (Hook.) Benth. | 


For LOBELIA 104 |L. yilbosa Lab.| sce New number 
at 514 [L. gibbosa Lab.) 


NO'TELEA 374. [Notelaca ligustrina Vent.] The colour 
of the fruit of this Plant is various—from & wax 
coloured white to a deep purple and all the inter- 
mediate shades of red and pink. Specimens last 
season sent were purple berries now white. 


GENTIANA. 119, [G, montana Hook, ic, Q. diemenica 
Gries.] l found one specimen, the flowers of which 
were light purple. 


CONVOLVULUS 22. [Convolvulus erubescens Sims. ] 
"MYOSOTIS? 50. [Myosotis suarcolens R. Br.] & one 


or two sundries. [The ? preceding the item is mer- 
ginal and was probably added by Hooker.] 


SOLANUM. 51. |S. nigrum L.] 


EUPHRASIA. 167. [/. scabra R, Br.] 200 |E. multi- 
cauli» Benth, ex DC. i.e. £. brownii V. Muell.] 


VERONICA. 2. [V. labiata R. Br. ic. V. derwentia 
Andr,] 65. [V. graeitis R, Br.] 269. [V. nivea Lindl.] 
174, |V. gracilis R. Br.] 269. [V. nivea Lindl.] 174. 
| V. arguta R. Br, ie. V. notabilis V. Muell] 


LYCOPUS. 400. [L. australis R. Br.) 
AJUGA. 32, |A. australis R. Dv.] 
PRUNELLA. 31. (P. vulgaris L.] 
?PENARIUM. 70. [not traced] 


WESTRINGIA. 213. [ ll. brevifolia Benth ex DC.] 


MEMA. OMITTED IN PROPER PLACE 
Remark relative to No. 1 Lomatia (omitted) 


In one of your former letters to R. W. Lawrence 
you ealled this pant 'Lomatja silaifolia—but hap- 
pening lately to sce Sir J. E. Smith's "Specimens of the 
Botany of New Holland" I find it differs widely from 
Embothrium Silaifolium as those figured and des- 
cribed.—vizt. 
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Lomatia Silaifolia.—of J. E. Lomatia No, 1 
Smith.— | 

Leaves thrice divided into nar- Pinnatifid.—See 
row decurrent, sharp entire | specimens of 
segments, sometimes three  ( which many very 
eleft.— ) good are sent 


Flowers—Indorous.—&e. &c. 
with one linccolkate sharp 
bractea in common to every 
pair of flowers 


Very sweet 
scented.—No 
bractea exists 


Itherefore think it may be L. tinctoria —but make 
this remark merely to draw your attention to it. 


May not our V.D.L. Warratah—(175) be Telopea 
truncata—& not Lomatia polymorpha as named by 
you to Mr Lawrenec?—It is the only V.D.L. crimson 
flowd species I have scen—and I see that T. truncata 
has crimson flowers.—Backhouse in Ross's Alinanack 
for 1835 calls it Telopia Tasmaniana but upon what 
authority L know not—as I have not seen him since 
that publication, and ho is now in New South Wales 
—or Norfolk Island.— But as there is no mention of 
'T. truncata in that work he may have noticed that 
in Brown’s Prodomus it is marked as a V.D.L. species. 
—Excuso my freedoin in these Remarks but I am 
aware you have many difliculties to contend with in 
examining dried specimens. 


R.C.G. 
MENTHA, 89. [.M. gracilis R. Br.] 


PROSTANTHERA. 58. [P. rotundifolia R. Br.] 
SAMOLUS? 381. (S. /ittoralis R. Br.) 


UTRICULARIA. 49. [U. dichotoma Lab.] These are a 
few specimens sent from Hampshire hills. 


PLANTAGO. 141. (P. varia R. Br.] and a var, with 
edges of leaves not serrated, 


POLYGONIUM, 325. [Muehlenbeckia adpressa Meisn, 
var. B. hastifolia, tho P. gunnii Hook.f.] These 
specimens collected in my own garden from a young 
plant I had reed, from Macquarie Harbour. 


CASSYTHA. 27. [C. glabella R. Br.] 


HAKEA 20 [H. microcarpa R. Br.] & some specimens 
from Hampshire Hills. 


ORICTES. [ORITES,] 286 [O. revoluta R. Br.] in fruit 

BELLENDENA, 282. (B. montana R. Br.] 

LOMATIA I. [L, tinctoria R. Br.] Sco annexed remark 

PIMELEA. 4. [P. nivea Lab.] 5. [P. humilis R. Br.] 
225. [25, (not 225, tho Gunn ninnber) Z’, gracilis R. Br.] 

LEPTOMERIA, 260. [L. billardieri, R. Br.]—This & 
29 are alike. 

ANTHOBOLUS? 190. [Amperea spartioides Brongn.] 
—TI think also sanie as 28. 

CROTON. 35, [Micranthea hexandra ook.] flower & 
fruit 

BETULA.? 178 [Nothofugus cunninghamii (Ilook.) 
Oerst.] 

The following Nos I was a little puzzled about and 

therefore havo placed thei at end, & also one or two 
odd specimens. 


CORRESPONDENTS 


——— — — No. 10. [not traced] 
-——'i6i. [not traced] 


————  ÉÁá DIS plant has when green à most 
foetid odour, not unlike human excrement, more 
perceptible however on bruising the leaves, 


[From the description, Zieria arboreseens Sm. The 
bruised bark of Cenarrhenes nitida Lab. has à similar 
odour, See noto to 5416.) 


————— — —— No. 85 [not traced] 
———— — 92 [Poranthera microphylla Brongn] 
- 97 [not traced] 
151 [not traced] 
? — — —— — 161 [not traced] 
——— ——— —219 [not traced] 
226 [Podocarpus alpina R. Br, ex Mirbel] 
—— 293 [not traced] 
356 Leptospermum thymifolium? (omit- 


ted) [from its correct placo among the Myrtaceae on 
tho list] 


398. (not in flower) 


MONOCOTYLEDONES 
DRYMOPHILA. 224. [D. cyonocarpa R. Dr.] 


IRIS? 270. [Libertia lawrencei Wook.f. i.c. L. pulchella 
Spreng.] reed. from Hampshire Hills. 


BLANDFORDIA., 241. [B. punicea (Lab.) Sweet ] 
*THYSANOTUS? 351. [T patersoni R. Br.] 


CAESIA? 100? [Arthropodium pendulum DC, ] 
346. [Caesia corymbosa R. Br. ie. Chamaescilla 
corymbosa (R.Br.) F. Mucll.] 99? [99 Caesia vittata 
R, Br. 99? not known] 


BURGHARDIA. 103, [B. umbellata R. Br. (nomina 
conservanda 1940)] 


CYPERACEAE, JUNCEAE, &c &e,—3306. [Xerotes 
longifolia R. Br. i.e. Lomandra longifolia (R.lr.)] 93. 
[Lomandra glauca (R. Br.) Lomandra now included in 
the Xanthorrhaeaccae] 


421. [Isolepis setacea R. Br. i.e. Scirpus calocorpus 
S. T. Blake; Jsolepis saviona Schult, i.c, Scirpus 
cernuus, Vahl. Isolepis riparia R. Br. i.o. Scirpus 
cernuus Vahl, 4217 Isolepis cartilaginea R. Br, var. 
y ie. Scirpus antarcticus L.] 


340. (one speeiinen) [Luzulus campestris (L.) DC.] 415. 
[not traved] 341. [Luzula eampestris (L.) DC.] 331. 
[Restio tetraphylins Lab.] 332. [Carex fascicularis 
Soland, ex Hook.f.) 333. [Carex longifolia R. Br.) 
416? [416 Carex gaudichaudiana Wunth.] 338. 
[Leptocarpns brownii Hook.f. d$] 337. [JHerochloe 
redolens R.Br, also [ieroehloe borealis Room, ie. 

H. fraseri Hook.) 339, [not traced] 
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I have placed tho duplicates of the Orehidene fen. 
[and ho gives the numbers below] amongst the New 
numbers as in somo eases they required to be pnt in 
juxta-position to ascertain difference, — 


101. [Thelymitra nuda R. Br. nnd T. angustifolia R. Br. 
tho latter being T. aristata Lindl.) 


127. [Dipodium punctatum R. Br.] 352. [Presoplyllium 
patens R. Br.] 353. _[Prasophyllum fuscum R. Br.) 
354. [Microtis arenaria Lindl. i.e. M. unifolia (Forst.) 
Relib. f.) 343. [Diuris maculata Sm.) 342. [Diuris 
sulphurea R. Br. ; 342 of 1835 Diuris corymbosa Lindl. 
i.e. D. longifolia R. Br.] 

347. [Caladenia barbata Lindl, i.e. C. deformis R. Br.] 
337. [Pterastylis obtusa R. Br. i.e, probably P. decurva 
Rogers us P. obtusa does not seem to occur in Tas- 
mania. | 

355. [Pterostylis cucullata R. Br.] 

& 344. [Caladenia cluvigera A. Cunn. ex Lindl.) 


ACOTYLEDONES 


] hnve plaeed nll the Ferns and Lyeopodiums to- 
gether as the latter order are not sutliciently numer- 
ous to nmnber by themselves—and T will give tho 
Lycopodiaeeae new Nos, with the Filices, as thitherto 
L have placed them with tho eotyledonous Plants.— 


FILICES. 

48. LYCOPODIUM.—From Mounts. This was No, 23 
of my Cotyledonous Plants,—but 1 have now nltered 
it to Filiees No. 48 [Lycopodium clavatum L. var. 
Magellanicum) 


49. LYCOPODIACEAE.—(New No.) [Lycopodium 
densum Lab.] 


36. PSILOTUM truncatum. [“Probably in error for 
P. triquetrum Sw. i.c. P. nudum Griseb."—Dr. R. 
Melville] Some specimens with a Jungermannia on it. 


99, BOTRYCHIUM? [B. lunaria Sw.—Ophioglos- 
saceae] Reed, from Hampshire Hills, (“Correct 1 
specimen at Kow"—Dr, R. Melville] 


30 BOTRYCHIUM? [B. virginianum Sw. Fl. Tas. 
“This was probably B. australe R, Br, B, virginianum 
does not oceur in your nrea'"—-Dr. R, Melville.] This 
plant I fonnd abundant near Lauri, but waited until 
E could find a flowering frond, but either eattle, the 
heat, or some other casualty came in the way, and 1 
eould not find ono with nny intlorescenec., ! 


14 Osmunda barbara? [Thunb. Todea africana Willd. 
ox Sehrift ie. T. barbara (L.) T. Moore] 


23 Gleichenia spelunea? [*C. speluncae R. Br. i.c. 
G. circinnata Sw."— Dr, Melville] 


19 Hymenophyllum nitens. |R. Br. i.e. H, flabellatum 
Lub.] Of this fern you will find some speeimens 
abundnntly covered with inflorescence others with 
very few.— 


47.—]1s tliis a new species of Hymenophyllum or do you 
think it a dwarf vnr of No, 19 I reed. the speciniens 
from Hampshire Hills 


40. Hymenophyllum tunbridgense? [Sm. i.c. H. 
cupressiforme Lab.] 
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46 (Now No.) Reed. from Hampshire Hills, This in 
some points looks so different to 40 that T hnve given 
it a now No, [Specimen is in the Herbnrium and is 
Hymenophyllum rarum R. Br."-—Dr. R. Melville] 


39. I sent. you a specimen of this in last collection reed. 
from J. Backhouse.—Those now sent aro partly 
collected by myself and partly reed, from Hampshire 
Mills—It grows on the Tree Fern. 


35 Trichomanes venosum [R. Br.] 


15. Cheilanthes tenuifolia? [( Burm.f.) Sw.] 
41. Pteris. [not traeed] 


18. Pteris vespertilionis? ['*P. vespertilionis Lab. i.e. 
Histiopteris incisu (Thunb.) J. 8m.” —Dr. R. Melville] 


8. Pteris falcata? [R.Br. i.e. Pellaea falcata (R.Br.) 
Fée] 


4. Stegama [Lycopodium carolinianum L.] 


2: do. 

3. do. 
26 do. [Numbers not traced] 
ug. do. 
28. do. J 


29. do. [Botrychium lunaria Sw.) 


l. Doodia-—-l nm quite undetermined in how far these 
differ one from the other,— ln collecting I havo 
thought them dissimilar, yet in drying I find various 
specimens eonneeting one to the other so closely as to 
leave me still unsettled as to whether they are one or 
two species,— 


22. Asplenium flabellifolinm? [Cav.] The specimens T 
now send differ so widely in size, hnbit, &e that 1 am 
inclined to believe them two species. —The small ones 
grow among rocks on Hill sides together with Nos, 
15 & 16,—and the larger specimens in shady places 
among rocks where it is moist—and where Nos. 15 
& 16 are never found.— 


24. Asplenlum laxum? [R. Br.) These ferns are 

i.c. A. bulbiferum Forst.] vory similar in 

10, Allantodia australis? [R. Br. | appearnnce and 

le. Athyrium umbrosum (Ait.) habit being found 

Presl. ssp, australe (R. Br.) C. | parnsitical on the 

Chr.] Treo fern and 
dead trees.— 


9, Aspidium coriaceum? [Sw. “Specimen is here, it is 
Rumohra adiantiformis (Forst,) ©. Chr."—Dr. R. 
Melville] Parasitical liko the above, 


7, Aspidium proliferum. [R. Br. i.e. Polystichum 
proliferum (R. Br.) Presl.] 


17. Polypodium rugosulum? [Lab. i.e. 
Hypolepis rugosula (Lab.) J. Smith] 


perhaps 


6. Polypodium Billardieri.—['Spceimen here: it is 
Microsorium. diversifolium (Willd.) Copel.”—Dr. R. 
Melville] Parasitieal on trees—but more generally 
covering rocks and stones, (like Ivy) to which it 
strongly adheres.— 


Hl. Siphopteris Grammitides? [Polypodium gram- 
mitides R. Br. ie. Ctenopteris heterophylla (Lab.) 
Tindale] Parasitical on trees, 


44. Grammitis rutaefolla? [R. Br. i.c. Gymnogramma 
rutaefolia (R. Br.) Hook, et Grév, ie. Pleurosorus 
rutaefolius (R.Dr.) Fée] 


12 Grammitis australis? (HR. Br. i.e. G. billardieri 
Wild.) Parasitical on femi trees—as are Nos, 9. 10. 
HL. 12. 19, 24. 35. 36. 39. 40. 45. 46. 47. 


MUSCI ET LICHENES 


Of Mosses and Lichens—as of Ferns—l huve Found 
no novolties—for the best of reasous—not having 
visited those places | was likely to find any.—I now 
send you the few tlint 1 happen to have picked up 
while in search of others,—Vizt. some good specimens 
of Hookeria No. 32.—& a few of 27. 37. [Hypnum 
unguiculatum Hook.f, & Wils.] 47 & one or two others. 
-——l have added Xo. 62.—a Beautiful Moss in good 
flower- and the others may nssist my former collec- 
tions. 


The Lichenes &c. | have wrapped up in Paper 
without numbering and used them as a means of 
packing the box,—Among them you will lind two 
good Tots and a fow others that may help you to find 
out the other Collections. 


—A small paper of specimens of the curious fungus 
called “Native Bread" | find them however so 
shrivelled that 1 shall put the next I find in spirits.— 
It has when fresh an appearance oF a inass of boiled 
rice—how it is produced or grows I know not— it is 
generally found in ploughing new laud, aud sonctimes 
in masses as large as a man’s head,—8ee Hobart 
Town Almanack for 1834 Page 131, Soie Manna 
sent in a bottle—produced by species of Encalypti. 


BOX No. 2 


REMARKS ON PLANTS SENT TO DR, HOOKER IN 
MARCII 1535, Nos. 444 to 030 inclusive, 


I have also arranged the lirst 100 numbers accord- 
ing to their Nntural Orders, but as specimens were 
received by ine from Mr Backhouse, and also collected 
by myself after the first arrangement, | have placed 
them at end,— 


444. RANUNCULUS [R. leptocaulis Hook. ic. R. 
pumilio R. Br. ex DC.]--5wampy placos, 


445. PLEURANDRA? [P. hirsuta Hook, i.e. 7ZHibbertia 
hirsuta (Hook,) Benth. }] dry hills, Hohart Town, reed, 
from J. Backhouse, 


446, —————_ [Cardamine heterophylla Hook. |— 
wet places. 


447. ———— (Cardamine pratense (l) var. y 
tenuifolia Hook i.c. C. tenuifolia llook.] This plant 
I collectod at Deloraine— It grows in shiggish streams 
and flowers a few inches above the surface of the 
water.—I ahways found it growing in water, and in 
many places 3 to 4 ft. deep. 
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448. - ——-— |Jrosera peltata Sm] This Drosera 


is as nbundant as 350 |D. Punata Buch, ex DC, i.e 
probably D. auriculota Buckh, ex Planch.] but differs 
in the following points—vizt. 350,—radical leaves— 
frequently none—and in others more approaching to 
enuline leaves close together & inore oval than in 
448.—Cauline leaves smaller than 448,—hairs rose 
coloured with dark black glands Calyx smooth and 
much taller than 448.— Hower Pink.—448. 

Radical loaves always present—hairs in cauline leaves 
white—Calvx hairy, flowers white, but somctines 
pink. 


449. Drosera Menziesii [Hook. non R. Br. i.e. D. 


planchoni Hook.F.] Collceted nt Swan Port East 
Coast by l. Backhouse, 


450. STELLARIA? [5. media Sm. i.e. S. media (I) 


Vill. perhaps. | 


451. do? | S. multiflora Hook.] 


452. Sida pulchella? | Playianthus pulchellus (Bonpl.) 


A. Gray] Native Name Currajong.—1n your Mema 
you state that this is mixed with No. 173 [Vol 1 
"Jonrnal of Botany" says Sida pulehella Bonpl. «x 
D.C. and §. discolor Hook, The distinction does not 
seem to have heen maintained.] E have therefore 
given it a separate one [i.e. number]. lt does not 
exist in a natnral state on this side of the Island—mniy 
specimens are from plants in my garden.— 


453. GERANIUM (6. potentilioides L'Herit. i.c, G. 


mierophyllum Haok.f.| Is this No. 63? [G. parviflorum 
Willd. ie. presumably G, microphyllum Hook.f, since 
the “Journal of Botany" agrees they were tho same,] 


154. ERIOSTEMON |Phebaltiun billardieri Adr. Juss, 


ie. Ph. squameum (Lab.) Druec] from an esteemed 
correspondent Dr, Joseph Milligan, J.P. Hampshire 
Hills to whom I am indebted to the very many 
specimens marked throughout this collection as 
"From the Hampshire Hills," which are part of the 
Van Diemens Land Coy's territory.—but little 
explored by persons not attached to that Establish- 
ment, This speeies 1 think is very distinet front the 
following No. 


455. ERIOSTEMON? Very abundant on the banks of 


the South Esk near Launceston. growing about 6 or 
7 ft. high—but frequently higher—and_ strangely 
omitted in ny former collections,— 

[It was the same ns No. 454.] 


4156. Corroea Backhousiana, [Hook.| A single speci- 


men of this sent home in 1833--Some more now reed, 
from Woolnorth N.W. Corner of V.D.L. & one of the 
V.D.L. Coy's Estublisliments. 


457. Corroea ferruginea? [C. Lawrenciana look. var. B 


ferruyinea Hook.] 


Specimens and a young plant reed. from Mr, J, 
Backhouse who collected them on Mount Wellington 
(in the middle & upper regions nearly to the top) at 
Hobart Town in October 1834.—Backhouse remarks 
to me—“I think Coroou ferruginea quite distinet 
from the Cape Grim plant; m addition to the other 
differences the eorolla is slenderer than in ferrnrginea, 
& more contracted than in C. virens [Sm.}—(Qy. €. 
Backhousiana? R.C.G.) and is a much less compact 
shrub.- " 


458. Boronia hysopifolla? (BH. hyssopifolia Sieber, i.c. 


B. nuna Hook. var. Ayssopifolia Melville] from near 
Launecston. 
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459. Discaria? This I collected on Pig Island in the 
River Tamar 7 miles below Laimn, I think there is 
another species near Launn, but it is such a spinous 
shrub that | failed in all my attempts to preserve 
it. I will try again next Season, [Tt was Hymenan- 
thera angustifolia R, Br.] 

460. POMADERRIS. [Cryptandra obovata Hook.f.) 
Collected by J. Backhouse at Meredith River, Swan 
Port, East Coast V.D.L. 

461, POMADERRIS |P. racemosa Hook.] from Flinders 
Island, Bass’s Strait also by James Backhouse, 


462, STACKHOUSIA [5. monogyna Lab.] from Sand- 
hill near Launceston it flowers later. in a more sandy 
soil, & with evidently a different leaf to No. 69 ES. 
monogyua Lub, } 

463. Indigofera Australis? | Willd.—1t was. | 

464. [Oxylobium arborescens R. Br.] Reed. from Dr. 
Milligan, Hampshire Hills 

465. [Hibbertia virgata Hook. non R. Br. i.c. H. fascicu- 
lata R. Br.] from Woolnorth.— 

366. [ Swainsonia lessertiaefolia DC.] do. do. 


467 PULTENEA [P. pivielioides Hook.f. i.c. P. deutata 
Lab. | from Woolnorth 


468. do. | Dillwgnia — cénerasceis R. Br.] 
Westbury Road. - 

469. do. | D. glaberrima Sm.) from Hamp- 
shire Hills, also Woolnorth 

470. do. | Pultenaea diffusa Hook.f.] from 


Hampshire Hillk—This and the preeceding (469) sent 
by Dr. Milligan as the same.— 
471, PULTENEA |P. stricta Sims,] South Esk, abund- 


ant. 
472. | Bossiaea prostrata. R. Br.| South Esk 


413. PUL'TEENEA? [Aotus villosa (Andr.) Sm. “t have 
not traced this no, It is not Aotus ericoides (Vent.) 
G. Don the synonym A. villosa (Audr.) Sim, is 
invalid" —Dr. R. Melville, JOne specimen only—from 
Woolnorth 


474. DAVIESIAY? | Bosstuea cinerea R. Br.] do. from 
Woolnorth. 


475, AOTUS |Gomplolobiuw latifolium Sm, ‘This no, 
is G. huegelii Benth,- -Dr. R, Melville.] from Hamp- 
shire Hills 

476. Acacia affinis? | A. dealbuta Link.) Silver Wattle — 


477. Acacia decurrens? [This «1. is decurrens (Wendl. | 
Willd. var mollis Lindl. As n species it has to be call- 
ed A mearnsii De Wild." — Dr. R. Melvillo.] Blick or 
green Wattle. 476 flowers in August and 477 in 
Doecemr. both attain considerable size— particularly 
476 the trunk of which I have seen 2 feet in diameter, 
and with the branches spreading at least 20 feet in 
every way from the tree. At Deloraine & higher up 
the Meander River I have seen an acacia which | 
believe to be 476 or one very like it —at least 100 fect 
high and from 60 to 70 feet clear stem. at the base 
however not more than oue foot to a foot und a half 
in diameter.—] saw several that had been blown down 
extend quite neross the Meander River where a con- 
siderable width—the bark of 476 & 477 is largely 
exported froin Lannceston to the English Market.— 
«ud this season upwards vf 1500 tons have been 
shipped as P. the Custom’s books from  Launn. 
only.— 


478. Acacia [stricta (Andrews) Willd. ] Creeping roots.— 
plant seldom execeding 3 to 4 ft high,— 


179. Acacia Salicifolia? [.4. verniciflua A. Cunn.] from 
J. Backhouse, collected at Hobart. Town. 


480. Acacia from Hampshire Hills reed. with some 
specimens of 205—& under the sare no, 


— One specimen here, not nod. reed. from J. Backhouse 
collected on Flinder’s Island Bass's Strait. 


Two varieties of A. mucronata Willd, nre given under 
g 

480 in Fl. Pas. var. « mucronata Wendl. and var. B 

dependens. 205 has not been traced.] 


481, Acacia ruscifolius? | A. Cunn ex. G. Don i.e. A. 
verticillata Willd. var. latifolia Benth."— Dr. R. 
Melville] from Hobart Town 


482. Acacia oxycedrus? [.1. riceaua Henslow] from 
Hobart Town 


483. Acaena ovina? [Acaena sanguisorbae Vahl. i.c. A. 
anserinifolia (J. R. & G. Forst.) Druce. | 


484. LEPTOSPERMUM. Not in flower. 


485. do. |Briostemon virgatum A. 
Cuin, “485 is /£. virgatus 
A Gunn exe Hook 
Dr. R. Meoelville.] from 


Hampshire Hill« 


[Leptospermum scopariwin 
Sm. var « scoparia) 
from Woolnorth |Two 
other varieties var. f 
linifolia DC. and var. Y 
myrtifolia are given as 
48 0.] 


486. do. 


487. METROSIDEROS! |Callistemon viridiflorum DC. 
Le. C. viridiflorus (Stms.) DC.] 


488. [Kuezia corifolia Reiehb. ie. K. ambigua (Sin.) 
Druce] from Flinders Island. reed. from J. Backhouse 

——, Two odd speeimens "Myrtaceae from Woolnortit 
put in here but. not Nod. 


189. CALYTHRIX [glabra R. Br. var., & glaberriima] 
from Hnmpshire Hills 

froin Woolnorth are these alike? 

(They were | 


490, do. 


491. [Orcomyrrhis eriopoda (DC.) Hook.f.] Common — 


492. ERYNGIUM. [vesiculosum Lab. Another 492 was 
Galium ciliare Hook.f. var. 8 but as Gunn was dealing 
with the Umbelliferae wonld not be the plant men- 
tioned here. | 


493. | Daucus brachiatus Sieb.] Common 


194. OZOTHAMNUS! |O. ferrugineus R. Br,] 


495. ASTER [Hurybie floribunda Hook.f, i.c. Olearia 
floribunda (Hook,f.) Benth] Very similar in appear- 
ance to 38... [A number in the 380’s with a blurred 
units figure, | 
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496. Aster tomentosus? of J. Backhouse in Ross's 
annual.—[Hurybiu lirata DC. i.e. Olearia lirata (DC.) 
Benth.j l have sent some specimens of the leaves 
only, to show their general size. Colonial name 
“Daisy tree" .— 

497.) [Ozothamnus bracteolatus Hook.f.] from J. Back- 

: house.— Flinders Island. 

498. 

—— A specimen here not Nod. collected by J. Back- 


house at Cape Raeul, Tasman’s Peninsula —like my 
166 


499. ELICHRYSUM. [HELICH RR YSUM —H. leuco- 
psideum | DC.|—FHnders ds- 
land.— 


500. do. like a white var, of E. bracteatum 
collected by Backhouse at 
Cape Raeul, [H. papillosum 


Heok.f. i.c. I. albidum DC.] 


501. ELICHRYSUM,. |HELICHRYSUM.j—Is this 
the same as 4097 


H. scorpioides Lab.] 
503. de. 


504. GNAPHALIUM. [Helichrysum  semipapposum 
DC.] South Esk. 

505. Common, 

506. HIERACIUM ? [Microseris forsteri Hook. | 


5027 de. Pre the saine? [502 was 


507. Craspedia glauca ? [C. macrocephala Hook. i.e. 
C. uniflora.] 


I collected in March 1834 a white species of Cras- 
pedia [C. richea Cass,] ou Ben Nevis, but the insects 
have destroyed them—I however send home the 
remnanta not numbered. 


508,  — —————4 Erechtites hispidula DC, “This is 
Senecio hispidulus X. Rich. x quadridentatus, Lab. 
Det. R.O. Belcher” —Dr, R. Melville.) 


509. [Cymbonotus luwsoniannts Cass.| grows with the 
leaves spread out and very close to the ground. 


510. [Lagenophora gunniana Steetz. i.c. 
L. huegelii Benth. | 
Comunon— 
511. [net traced] 


512. ]Lagenophora emphysopus Hook.f.] 


513. [Pacquerina graminea Cass. i.o. Brachycome angusti- 
folia Cunn.] found on the South Esk at Perth—grows 
in wet places, 


104, —placod here—to facilitate reference to 514. 


514. LOBELIA. [gibbosa Lab.] On referenee to the 
specimen I retained of No. IO04—I find it to be 
different to the one now sent as 514— but that you 
may judge the better I have placed them together— 
No. 104, as now numbered, I found ou the Sand- 
hill near Launeeston in a poor quartzy sandy soil 
—and in a similar situation & soil on the Tamar,— 
tl e seed of 101 is double the size of that of 514, —514 
is abundant on my allott. near Launn, [His 104 may 
have been the L. simplicaulis of F, von Mueller who 
alse noticed this variation in size of seed and erected 
& separate species on it later.] 
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515, GAULTHERIA. [lanceolata Hook,f.)—1 found 
this on Ben Lomond last season, and frem its dwar 
creeping habit, (not above a foot high) smaller leaves 
without the hairiness en the stem of G. hispida—! 
have given it a No. as a new species and send seed 0 
it to Mr. Murray, 


516. GAULTHERIA. [antipoda Forst.]—1 found only 
one plant of this in fruit on Ben Lomond Fast Seasoth 
and from which my specimens are eollected—the 
fruit is very pleasant to the taste, but there were to? 
few to admit of my having a mouthful—and at the 
same time to remember Mr. Murray’s wants.—the 
fruit is larger than either of the other spocies although 
the plant itself does not exceed 6 inches in height ant 
of a prostrate habit as far as I could judge—the plant 
in question was pendulous on a clay bank—a stream 
having undermined it.—L hope it may prove new 


517. RICHEA dracophylia t ( R. Br.] Collected hy ou! 
friend Backhouse at Mt. Wellington at Hobart On 
29 Octor, 1834.—It is strange that neither Mf 
Lawrence or myself have found this on any of the 
Eastern or Western Mountains—l have inyse 
ascended them 6 times—& Mr Lawrence I believe 
equally eften—I therefore de not beheve it oxistë 
except in the southern & South-Western parts 9 
V.D. L.—it is very beautiful—as Backhouse sent it t? 
me green & just colleeted, by the Ceach.— 


518, [Lissanthe strigosa R. Br.]—5outh Esk. 


519. CYATHODES. [parvifolia R. Br.|—from the 
Mountains, — 


520, STYPHELIA 7 [Cyathodes glauca Lab.| Hamp 
shire Hills, 


521. LEUCOPOGON ? [australis R. Br.] Hampshit 
Hills, There appears to me to bo two species undo 
this no. reed. from Dr. Milligan, but the habits of t e 
two plants may cause tho difference 


523. EPACHRIS [/mpresse Lab. (iu. parte)| Hampshir? 
Hills, [s tliis 1427 


523, EPACRIS. [Lissanthe ciliata R. Br. i.e. Brachf 
loma cilidhen (R.Br.) Benth.|—near Launceston: 


524. Anopterus glandulosa ? [A, glandulosus Lab] 
I havo sent yon one specimen of this beautiful ple 
in 1833 reed, from Backheuse these now sent are (rom 
Dr. Milligan Hampshire Hills—as I have not yet seo 
the plant growing. 


525. Gynofglossum.-—blue flowering—-Comimnomn.— 
[Probably C. australe R.Br.] 


526, VERONICA. Hanipshire Hills, 


521. Veronica formosa |R.Br. i.e. /Jebe formosa (Be 
Br.)] 


“hie 
528, Mazus pumilio ? [R.Br.] It was a specimen of N 
plant which I retained in my Herbarium as No. 
1832—L have now however altered it as befero 1 


r ial 

529, MENTHA [australis R.Br, | common, —Colont 

name Pennyroyal from whence sundry streans a 
ealled “Pennyroyal Creek" in all parts of the Isla! 


530. VERONICA. Hainpshire Hills, 


oted* 
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531. Cryptocarya glaucescens [i.e. Atherosperma 
moschata Lab,| Sassafras.—in flower and fruit—this 
lovely tree attains a great size in the Western forosts. 
—It grows in damp ravines & with No. 178 [Notho- 
fagus cunninghami (Hook.)}—forms a narrow st rip of 
dense forest on both banks of the Meander River and 
farther west becomes I believe more common, the 
bark is infused by persons in the bush and used 
instead of Tea when the stock of the latter runs out.— 
it is very pleasant. Tho tree attains a great height— 
and its timbor I believe good thongh too scareo near 
town to be available,— 


532 Cassytha pubescens ? [R.Br.]--- 


533. Cassytha melantha ? [R, Br. 1t was C. pubescens 
R. Br. however,] Loose in the box—Parasitical— 
These plants are curious, —bnt. | havo been unsuccess- 
ful in drying thein—the favonrite tree that I have 
remarked them on aro acacias, but they do not 
appear to be very choice in their selection. 1 shall 
collect more carefully L hope next season.— 


9534. ORIETES —[ORITES but. it was Grevillea aus- 
tralis R. Br, var 8 linearifolia 
Hook.f. and var. y tenuifolia Meisn. ] 
—South Esk. 


[G. australis R. Br. vay. y planifolia 
Hook.f.]—North Esk, —& South 
Esk,—You will perceive these to be 
quite distinet from 199, which grows 
prostrate in the mountains.—- 


536. HAKEA [lissosperma R. Br., a variety of H. acicu- 
laris Y. Br.] Tho most arborescent in V.D.L, & grows 
9n tho tops of the mountains—I have seen it 12 ft 
high, and tho trunk 6 to 9 inches in diameter, I have 
Put some of tho fruit in a paper in the box. 


ke 

931. PERSOONIA [P. juniperina Lab. var. B uleina 
Meisn, and var. y brevifolia Mcisn.] 

~~~ Sundry odd specimens on Pinelea put in here 
reed, from Woolnorth, &e.—too few to Number yet 
May be useful to you,— 


55 J 

538. Exocarpus cupressiformis lie. Wxocarpos 
Cupressiformis Lab.] Jt is only when tho plant 
altaius a great ago that the branches become pen- 
dulous as figured by Labillardiere, at all other times 
it is a beautifully erect growing shrub—the top 
onical—Its averago height seldom exceeds 10 ft.— 
never that I have seon, and it is very common every- 
Where, have I seen it 20 ft high.—In Loudon's Ene. 
of Plants L see it called 40 ft. high—a timber tree & 
|n Coniferae!!! all errors,—the wood is never used 

except for Tucl—and not very good or equal to 

Casuarina for that. purpose, 


939, Exocarpus strictus ? |ie. Hrocarpos stricta 
E. Biz] —attaining about 4 ft. 


5 
M0. CROTON ? [BEY ERIA buckhousii Hook.f. i.o. 
+ viscosa Miq.] Flinders Island from J, Backhouse, 


5 dhcp : 
4l, URTICA [incisa Poiret }—Common—generally 
9wever in damp shady ravines aud Sernbs, 


542, GALLITRIS [Frenela australis R. Br. ex Endl. 
It was certainly Callitris oblonga Rich.] South Esk— 
this species seldom exceeds 6 to 12 feet high, with its 
eurions Conos extending from bottom to top adhering 
to the trunk—as it flowers and bears fruit when not 
above 2 ft, high.—the Cones never drop off, — 


543. GALLITRIS pyramidalis ? [Frenela rhomboidea 
(R.Br.) Endl. i.e, Callitris tasmanica (Benth.) Baker 
& Smith|—Oyster Bay Pine, East Coast, reed. from 
J. Backhouse. 


544, Casuarina stricta Y [Ait. It was, however, C. 
suberosa Otto & Dictr.] The Cones of these specimens 
aro smaller than nsual, for convenience in preserving 
—This treo is commonly called by the Colonists by 
the namo of he-oak in contradistinetion to another 
Casuarina which is called she oak, although both are 
dioecious. It is also called swamp-oak—grows erect— 
and young trees aro not unlike the Exocarpus cupres- 
siformis at a distance, 


Six specimens received from Woolnorth—I think 
the same as above. 


SUNDRIES 


DICOTYLEDONES 


545, Common, 


546. Another species of 78.—and has a smell equally 
offeusive, or nearly so. [‘‘Not found under Zieria"— 
Dr. R. Melville.] 


547. [Hydrocotyle tripartita R. Br.) 1 thought this a 
Ranunculus— 


548.2? [548. Galium vagans Hook.f. i.e. G. umbrosum 
Forst. 548? G. squalidum Hook.f. i.e, G. australe DC.) 


549, do. {Galium australe DO.] Hampshire Hills, 


550. [Lobelia pedunculata R. Br. and L, fluviatilis R. Br., 
the latter /sotoma fluviatilis (R.Br.) F, Muell.] In wet 
places. 


551. [Lasiopetalum discolor Hook and L. gunnii Steetz., 
the latter being L. dasyphyllum Sieh.] Prime Seat 
Island, Bass's Straits—J, Backhouso, 


552. —Flinders Eshuid —J, Rackhouse 


553. [Hydrocotyle tasmanica Hook.f, ie. H, hirta R. Br.] 
—Common— 


554. | Hydrocotyle vagans Hook.f. i.o. H. hirta R. Br.) 


554? H. peduncularis R. Br. var. 5]—South Esk—in 
wet places, and under water during the winter floods, 


555, 1 recd, seed of this plant from Macquarie Harbour 
but T think it is an imported one—I however thought 
it as well to send if. to you least it might. be new & 
indigenons 


556, |Cenarrhenes nitida Lab.] from Hampshire Hills (I 
never saw this plant 


551. GALIUM ? |Asperula pusilla Hook.f. i.e, possibly 
A. oligantha V. Muell. 557 is also Cyperus sanguineo- 
fuscus Nees, but that is obviously in the Monocotyle- 
dones series of numbers.| from Hampshire Hills and 
Woolnorth, 
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558, [Meutha serpyllifolia Benth.] Hampshire Hills 


559. -————[Haloragis pinnatifida A. Gray ic. 
H. heterophylla Brong. | 


560. [Myriogyue winnta Less.) Common- -very sweet 
Scented partienlarly when pressed in walking or 
otherwise. 


MONOCOTYLEDONES 
New Nos. 

561. HYPOXIS. |Aygrouetrica Lab.| This is the autumn 
or summer species (Nov. to Feb, 77. glabella R. Br. 
and J7, pusilla Hook, are conspicuous in September. | 
l also send some specimens of 163 to show the differ- 
enee—1 last season in my mema. to you at 163 alluded 
to No 561 (now sent) as 124 —whieli was an error, or 
if not an error ] have got two 124'5, | No. 124 has not 
been noted. ] 


562. Anguillaria biglandulosa ? [It was A. uniflora 
Hook. i.e. A. dioica 11. Br.] 


563. ANTHERICUM * [Arthropodium peadulum DC. 
“ie. A. uailleflorum (DC. ex Red.) MeBride"—Dr. R. 
Melville.] 1 tere have put in some specimens from 
Hampshire Hills —& also one specimen of 90 to show 
the difference, (No. 90 in the Monocots has not been 
noted, No. 90 Dicots is Ranunculus gpp.] 


564. —————_[Piauella lonyifolia R. Br. and D, 
revoluta R. Br.] This may probably be 263 as my 
specimen of that No. is imperfect. —lhis bears 
beautiful blue berries. | This last statement points to 
D. longifolia R. Br. or D. tasinauica Hook, as the 
berries on D, revoluta. R, Br, are very small and 
sparse, | 

565. Another species of 564. [but “565 is type mimber 

of D. tastianicn Hook.’—Dr. R. Melville. ] 


566. JUNCUS pauciflorus 7 |R. Br. Fl Tas. gives 
J. Australis Yook.C also, perhaps of another colleetian 
566 (in parte) Diauella laevis R, Br. "It is Juncus 
guuuit Hook.f." -Dr. R. Melville] The following Nos. 
to 573 af Junceue, Cyperaceae, &c require no remarks 
—l have numbered two or three as species whieli nay 
probably be vars caused by different situations—I 
find it better however to increase the Nos. lest thes 
be difft. as I note the habitats 


[567, 568, were Juucus australis Hook.f. 568 is J. 
australis Hook.f.” “569 in part is J. pallidus R. Br." 
—Dr. R. Melville but 569? and 570 were J. pallidus 
R. Br. 57) is noted as J. conununis V. Mey but "None 
was J. couumnuuis E. May "—Dr. R. Melville. 572 was 
J. gunnii Hook.f. ia. J. puuciflorus R. Br. thaugh 572 
in Herb. Lindl, is noted as Chaetospora nitens R. Br. 
i.e. Schoenus niteus (R. Br.) Poir. but thaugh probable 
this may not have heen a Gunn collection. 573 was 
Elaecharis gracilis R. Br. or what Hooker f. took to be 
that plant and may have been Æ. acuta R. Br.) 


514.675.510.511.518.5170.580.58 1.582.583. 


{574 was Carer adpressa R. Dr.; 575 Lepidosperma 
elatior Lab, 576 L. concava R, Br. and L, angustifolia 
Hook.f. the latter being L. laterale R, Br. 577 not 
noted; 578 Carex gunatana Boott. “The holotype of 
Carex guaniana Boott, is a gathering of this number 
now in Herb. Kew ex Herb. Boott,"—Dr. R. Melville 
579 Carex chlorantha R. Br.: 580 not noted; 5381 
Chaetospora imberbis R. Br. var. y ie. perhaps 
Sehoenus brownii Hook, or Sch. apogon Roem & 
Nehult.; 582 [solepia cartilaginea R, Br. i.e. Scirpus 
eartiluginens (R. Br.) Spreng.: 5S3 is noted as Juucus 
bufonius L. but it "is not in Herb. Kew.” —Dr. R. 
Melville.] 584 [Spéatfee hirsutus Lab.] from Circular 
Head & Woolnorth—where it is abundant. 


585 to 597 inelusive-——Grasses—|585 was Danthonit 
pilosa R. Br.: 586 and 587 Koeleria cristata Pers. 
588 Stipa pubesecus R. Br.:; 589 Diehelachne crinita 
(L.f.) Hook.f.; 590 Ecliinopogon ovatus Beanv.] 


591. [Anthistiria australis R. Br. i.c. A. ciliata Linn.]— 
591 is the Kangaroo grass & our most valuable native 
grass for standing the smniner heats. 


592. [Agrostis billardieri R. Br. i.c. Deycuxia billardieri 
Kunth. and Agrostis aemula R. Dr. i.e. Deyeuxin 
forsteri (R. et S.) Kunth.; 593, 594 not noted; 595 
Poa affinis R. Br. 596 and 597 Poa australis R. Br. 
var. y 4?eberiune usunlly grouped under Poa caespitosa 
Forst.f. ex Spreng. at present under review at the 
National Herbariuin of New South Wales.] 


598. '"Cyperaceae" [actually Luzula caupestris DC.) 


599. [Hypolaeua fastigiata R. Br.] 


ORCHIDEAE 


1 have put here together all my speeimens of 
Orchideae, vizt. both the duplieates of my old Nos. 
and such new ones as I have been able to add.—The 
duplicates of the old Nos. first 


OLD NUMBERS 


127. flowers late inthe season. Dipodium punetatum 
[(Sin.) R.B.] 


352 [Prasophyllum patens R, Br.] & 353 | Prasophyllum 
fuscum R. By.| four Sheets—vizt two coleeted by 
myself md two reed, from Hampshire Hills—1 think 
ou examination you will find more than two species 
under these Nos. 


354 |Microtis areuaria Lindl. i.e. M. uuifolia (Forst.) 
Reichb, f.| Colleeted by myself & also some from 
Hampshire Hills. probably also to be two species 
under this No. 

343. [Diuris maculata Sim. | 


342. | Diucis sulphurea R. Br., but 342 (1835) was D. 
corymbosa Lindl, i.e. D. lonyifolia R. Br.] 


347. [Caladeu ia barbata Lindl, i.e. C. deformis R. Br.] 


10]. [ün part) 7Aelynitra augustifolia R. Br. but 
aetually of Hook.f. non R. Br. i.e. Th. avistata Lindl.] 


357, PTEROSTYLIS [obtusa R. Br. but H.M.R. Rupp: 
1951 thought that P. obtusa R. Br. was not found in 
Tasmania but that the plant was P, decurva Rogers]— 
Hampshire Hills 
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355, PTEROSTYLIS [cucullata R, Br.]—this. differs 
widely from the plates of both P. Curta [R. Br.] & 
P. mitans [R. Br.]—vou sent me out,—the lower 
segments being very brown and downy,—the flower 
is larger & the plant of a dwarf, but more robust 
habit than No. 600,- 


NEW NUMBERS 


600 Pterostylis curta ? [R. Br.) ! think this one 
agress with your plate of P, curta in almost every 
point as clearly as possible—I! found it this season 
very abundant on my own land neir town (us also 

R55. —) where | nm now forming my botanical 

eolleetion. 


601. PTEROSTYLIS [euleullata. R, Br. ]- -Hampshire 
Hills. 


Three specimens collected by mysell at Deloraine 
I took to be 601. & have now mimbered then accord- 
ingly. 


602, PTERCSTYLIS | furcata Lindl.) | found this 
apecics in a wet phre bout 8 miles from Launceston 


603, [ Pterostylis sqamata R, y: P, sqamata & P, barbata 
Lindl] Of this highly curious aud beautiful species 
whieh was first fonnd by a little daughter of mine 
only three years old. 1 have only seen the few LE now 
send. you—it does not nppeur to be by uny means so 
nbnndant as the other species 1 have fallen in with—. 


(04, Pterostylis nutans [|H,Br.]—reed from Jas 
Backhouse—this species | do not remember to have 
seen growing anywhere near Launceston, [Line 
crossed out and above written “See No. 029" ie. 
P. pedunculata R. Br.] 


05, Pterostylls [medica R. Br]. This abundant species 
whieh | never found until this senson, has an exceed- 
ingly sensitive labellum—And on being touched with 
a pin or straw starts up and eloses the oifice of the 
flower—alter a few hours it returns to its usual 
position, whieh is perpendicularly down, and may 
aggin be made to start, —It is fully as sensitive as the 
Stylidium—-A number of the specimens now sent are 
from Hampshire Hills, 


806, [Caladenia carnea R, Br. ] 
found near Lanneeston 


Pink when iu flower, 


607. | Rriochilus untumnalis R, By, ie. E, cucullatus 
(Lab,) Reieltb.f.|— from Hampshire Hills—I think 
this ix n species that throws up a renifor leaf in the 
Spring which dies—and is succeeded by a pink flower 
in the autump-—vizt. in March, 


fius, | Gloxsodia major R, Br.] | Common neur Launceston 


809. [Diuris pedunentata R. Br.]--Irom.| Hampshire 
Hills, —1 think this a species thut is the earliest 
flowd, of all orchideac, 


(144 old No.) GALADENIA.— The specimen 1. hove 
retained of this No is similar to those now sent under 
this number, but L think it probable other species 
Were at the same time sent to which I have now given 
different: numbers.— 


(610. GIL, 612) [Caladenia patersonii R. Br.| E am un- 
certain in how far 1 have distingnished the different 
speeies of this Plant which are in so many points 
remarkably similar.—No 612 flowers cartiest——then 
Nos 610 & 611—und No 344 as now marked in this 
year's collection considerably later than any of the 
others, [344 was C. clarigera A. Cunn. ex Lindl. 
Flowering time in Tasmania has only a slight North- 
South component, 1t hns a noticeable Maxt-West 
eomponent at any given altitude, Altitude is the 
chief component however, Mr. HeJ. King’s experience 
is that C. patersonii flowers as emlv as October on the 
coast lands; that C. putersonii, C, rinvigera, «nd €, 
filamentosa nre to be fond flowering together in the 
first week in November ut Epping and that C. 
dilatata and C. pallida appear on the coustlands 
about six weeks Inter in December, uud €, pallida at 
Lake St. Clair in January. Gunn's 344, 610, 611 and 
612 should therefore prove interesting. 


In this place you will find a sheet of various 
Orchideae reed. & collected from various quarters— 
they were too few to divide & number, 1 have there- 
fore sent them to you, upon the same principle as 1 
have done in other cases, that they may perhaps help 
to illustrate other colleetions already ree ? 


613, [Gastrodia sessimoides R, Br.) | retained no speci- 
mens of 359 [Gastrodia sesamoides R. Br.) which | 
have renson to believe is the same as the one sent now 
from having found two specimens in the same 
quarter as those hist sent were collected by the person 
who gave them to me.-— Within the last few days | 
reed some more speeimens of evidently tlie same plant 
Irom Mr. J.B. Robertsan, who is Mr. W.E. Luwrence's 
overseer, in. charge of Formosa, who found it most 
ubnndant in patches growing Irom large masses of 
tuberous root,—a number of flowers springing from 
each mass,-—The two solitary plants that I fonnd 
near Deloraine had also large roots like two or three 
Kidney potatoes of middling size joined together 


ivregularly,—18 it Gastrodia sesamoides? 


Mr John E. Robertson now in charge of Mr Law- 
renee's Estate since the death of bis son, our friend, 
comes from Glasgow & was I believe known to you.—- 
He is a Zenlous Collector, but has, 1 learn from him, 
already established correspondents at Home, so that 
l have been unable to glean from him,— 


Another equally powerful reason is, 1 believe, that 
Mr, S. Murray & he quarrelled, 


514. Corysanthes fimbriata 7 [R. Br. ic. Corybas 
fimbriatus (RK. Ur.) Reiehb.f.] reed. from Jas Bnekhonse 
the tall var. collected at Swan Port, East Coast, the 
dwarf var.—at Monnt Wellington Hobart 


615, Cryptostylis reniformis ? [He means Cyrtostylis 
reniformis R.Br. i.e. Acianthus reniformis (R. Br.) 
Sehlechter] Swan Port by J, Backhouse 


The following Nos since reeeived and colleeted,-— 


Received from James Backhouse—with the names 
now sent, nttached. 


616. ASTER — Hobart Town.— 


617, DIOSMA ? [Bursaria procumbens Putterlich i.e. 
Marianthus procumbens (Putt,) Benth,] 


618, CYATHODES- -Swan Port. 
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619. Styphelia adscendens ? [R.Br.] Hobart Town, 
620. Epacris exserta ? [R. Br. it was however, FP. 
mucronulata R.Br.] New Norfolk, 


621. Grevilea australis ? [R.Br.] Meredith Hiver, 
East Coast. 


622, Pimelea flava ? [R.Br.] Sassafras Valley, Hobart 
T 


623. Pimełea cernua ? [Hook. i.e. P. linifoliu Sin.} 
Hobart 'Town. 


624. 
Swan Port. 


[Bertya rosmarinifolia Planch.] From 


625. [Conospermum: taxifol ium Sim, ex Recs.) 
From Spring Bay, East Coast, 


626, BAUERA [rubioides Andr.] 


(A Sheet of Sundries are here added reed. trom 
Baekhouse & others some of which may be interesting). 


627. ANTHEMIS. These specimens are collected 
rather too late off a plant reed. from Deloraine district 
which is now growing in my garden—I would have 
thought it had been imported had I seen a plant of 


CORRESPONDENTS 


Antheinis in any Garden of the Colony, which however 
I have not. [Nevertheless he had the evidence, A, 
nobilis L. was used ns a remedy for indigestion and 
was an early introduction. | 


628 SONCIIUS ? [not traced] 


629, PTEROSTYLIS 
the Orchidear) 


630, Xanthorrhoea arborea ? [X hastilis R. Br 
(Gunn Mss., 630. exempl. nullum). it would be X. 
australis R. Br.] 1 have eut three scapes into joints 
to fit at the side of the specimens in the box,—One of 
them only is the proper size, the others are small, 
injured by inseets, -Some of the leaves are also put 
in the box in a buadle—but the trunk is too bulky to 
seud you.) The specimens are from Flinders Island 
Bass's Strait, & } annex n sketch by Jas. Backhouse 
of the usual appearance of this curious tree as it 1: 
commonly called. 


| pedunculata . R.Br.]- - (among 


Nos. 533 & 630 are in box No. | 
All Errors, omissions, &e,&e.&ce.&e, to be made due 
allowance for 


Ronald C. Gunn 


APPENDIX B 


GUNN'S 


COMMENTS ON HOOKER'S DETERMINATIONS 


LETTER 20 


I subjoin a few Remarks on your "Plants of Van 
Diemen's Land". . . . which I thought worth noting.— 


The following Nos of mine omitted 


LINUM 71, [L, angustifolium Huds, “This is Linum 
marginale A, Cunn, "— Dr. R. Melvilte.] 


HYPERICUM 73. [I. involutum Chois. “73 
gramineum Vorst,"- -Dr. R, Melville.] 


PELARGONIUM 61. [P. australe Willd, ex DC. var. 
minus A, Cunn ex Field] 


62. [P. australe Willd. ex DC. 
Hookers “Jounal of Botany" 
Vol I says var, B, y, and à| 


is H. 


425. [P. australe Willd. ex DC. var. 
minus A, Cunn ex Field sub-No. 
425 var. y albiflorum Hook. | 
Wrong Nos. given to 
Dodonaea Cimninghamii onght to be 9. 


Boronia variabilis var. y [J. cetriodora Gunn ex Hook.f] 
ought to be 303- -(Noted as 30) 


Cryptandra vexillifera [Spyridian vexilliferum (Hook.) 
Reissek,] ought to be 161. (noted ns 16) 


Corroea lawrencian:a [Hook,}) does not flower in Decr. 
& Jany but in June & duly, and pact of August- lt 
is one of our eartiest flowg. shrubs,— 


The speeimen | have retained of 323 marked by 
you as ** Phebalium montammn” [Hook. No. 223] 
Bnekhouse says is a Pimelen.--- 


For remarks on Boronia, Bursaria, Oxalis and 
Drosera—I refer to my notes of the respective nos. 
now sent,—- 

The Remarks are trifling but I thought it as well 
to mention them so that should you publish nn 


account of the Plants, you might mako it as correct 
as possible. 


Ronald C, Gunn 


APPENDIX C 


GUNN ON THE LABILLARDIERE COLLECTION 
Lerrer 185 


short Remarks on LaBillardiere’s Plants 


collected in Van Diemen’s Land.— 


Some 


As the only part of V.D. Land visited by LaBillard- 
iere was Recherche Bay—and its innnediate neigh- 
bourhood—landing in a few places also in. D'Entre- 


easteaux Channel -there is but little difficulty iu 
identifying most of the species figured in his book - 
A few however require some observations from ine. 


Drosera peltata Lubil. vol. | t. 106. This agrees 
closely with my 350 [ D. auriculata Backh. ox Planch.] 
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- which on the heathy land (like Recherehe Bay) has 
mere scales ? on the atem instead of leaves ncar tho 
ground. 


Tetratheea glandulosa [Lab.] t.123. Correctly 
figured & certainly not a vir. ol T. pilosa [Lab.] 
although | think it diftieult to find specifie differences 
for the species, ol this genus, 


Billardiera lusiformis [Lab.] t.90. Hf this is Sollya 
angustifolia | Lab.] E expeet it will never be found in 
V.D. L.—Labillardiere visited the South Coast of New 
Holland nbout Long, 1228. which is to the East of 
King Georges Sound and which he cells ‘“Lewins 
Land” where the Sollya now exists—l therefore think 
it possible he has erred in quoting the place, The 
corollas of all our Billardiera’s are apt to turn blue 
in drying 


Frankenia tetrapetala (Lab.| t.114.. Common in 
the Islands of Bass's Straits: & I saw it at Circular 
Heud but not in flower, It flowers in October & I 
have recently got a specimen, Ht is my 1029 [Frank- 
enia pauciflora DC, “Mr. Guin says it almost covers 
those parts of Goose Island (growing a foot high) 
where spnee for any vegetation ia left between the 
burrows of the mutton bird. — Fl. Tas.} 


Boronia pilosa [Lab.| t. 124. This is my 1037 and 
is most abundant at Reeherche Bay.—It seems to 
run off into my 665, your var. floribunda [Hook.f.] 


Boronia pilonema [Lub.] t. 125. my No 791. 1 
gathered this nt Recherche Bay also,— It is plentiful 
on all our poor heathy plains where B. tetrathecoides 
[Hook. B. nana Hook, var, hyssopifolia  (Sieb.) 
Melville] will not grow, 


Gompholobium tomentosum |Lub.] t. 134. E cannot 
recognise tliis plant amongst ny collections, 


Sphaerolobiim vimineum [81,] t. 138. My No 172? 
pS. vimineum Sin. | find that De Candolle says that 
Viminaria denudata [51n.] is a native of VLDL. but 
I question it. It is common on the X. Coast of New 
Holland.—or at least the plant ] take to be V, denudata 
fic. V. juncea (Schrad.) Hoffing.. Known from onty 
one locality on the East Coast —Curtis] 


Aotus ferruginea [Lab.] t. 132. Is my Nos 212 & 
361. [Aotus villosa (Andr.) Smith i.e. 4. ericoides 
(Vent.) G. Don] It is a very variable plant in the 
ferruginous colour as well as villous character of the 
Branches &c. 


Acnacja saligna [Lab.| t. 235. 1 do not know this 
unless it is a badly figured specimen of my No. 802. 
A. dissitiflora [802 Acacia mucronata Willd. var. 
dissitifiora Benth.]-— with small flowers appearing at 
an unusual season, The pods vary also. | 


Myriophyllum mnplibium |Lab.] t. 220 My mimber 
1068, I found it in boggy places at Recherche Bay. 


Melalenca fascieuliris [Lab] t. 170 This E do not 
know, 


Eucalyptus cordata [Lab.| t.152.. Is my own No 
i67i—a species | never saw except in the Country 
South of Hobart Town, 


Eucalyptus globulus Labil. A tree very common 
about Hobart Town—Nouth to Recherche Bay and 


for about 35 miles North of Hobart-—bnt I have not 
seen it anywhere in the Northern parts of the Colony. 
It is abundant on the Islands in Bass's Strait & at 
Cape Otway on the South Coast of New Holland. 


Canthium quadrifidum [Lab.] t. 94 (Marquisia 
Billardieri) [DC.—i.e. Coprosma  billardieri (DC.) 
Hook, f.] Is my No. 219 and the name Coprosma 
microphylla [A. Cunn MSS] must be abandoned, 
C.nitida [Hook.f.] will become a Marqulsia I presume 
as there is not in my opinion any Generic dilferenee 
between them, 


Coprosma hirtella [Lab.] t. 95. is my No. t0. 
C. caspidilolia of De Cand. may 1 think be abolished 
—being a mere variety of C. hirtella —which is very 
variable in leaf &c. 


Eurybia microphylla [(Vent.) DC. ie. Ofearia 
microphylla (Vent.) Muiden & Betehe] t.199. is my 
No 149—[Olearia ledipoplylla (DC.) Benth} and the 
E. lepidophylla of D.C. prod. - - It grows only on the 
Sea Shores, 


Velleia trinervis |Lab.] t. 77 1 cannot recognise. 


Seaevola euneiforinis [Lab.] t. 80, This E have not 
gathered, 


Stylidium umbellatum [Lab.] t. 217. This I have 
never seen, 


The plants of Stylidinn vary so much from soil 
situation &e that | am puzzled to separate gramini- 
folium [Swartz.] from any of the others like it. 


Lobelia aluta [Lub.] & cuneiformis [Lab.] t. 72 & 
73. are mere varieties as correctly Inid down by Brown 
[of Lobelia anceps 'Thunh.| 


Leucopogon Richei |R. Br] t. 60, As LaBillardiere 
does not mention this plant as a native of V.D.L. 
where he must. have seen it if it had been identical 
with my 429. I! am led to believe that it does not 
exist in the Island. My 429 whieh is so like it must 
be parviflorus [Lind]. i.e. Leucopogon riche? var. x 
Hook. f.| 


Leucopogon trichocarpus R.Br. t. 60. is I presume 
my No 196 what I have hitherto called L. ericoides 
[196 Leucopogon ericoides R.Br. var. a; var. B—L. 
trichocarpus R.Br. ] 


Leucopogon virgatus ( (Lab.) R.Dr.]t. 64 is my No 
712 and L. collinus [ (Lab.) R.Br. t. 65 is my No 
211/1837? [It is var. «] 


Acrotriche serrulata {(Lab.) R.Br.] t. 62. is my No 
853. [No. 853 A. patula. R.Br.—VL Tas. Gunn con- 
siders No, 853 and perhaps also No, 192 44, serrulata 
(Lab.) R.Br.—Fl. Tas. to be Labillardiere's plant. 
“Both 853 and 192 nre this species—A Gunn ms, slip 
with the specimen 853/1842 reads — "Aerotriehe 
serrulata. This is the plant figured in Labillardiere 
and grows on the sandhills near Circular Head", 
‘Serrulata’ has been crossed ont (wrongly) and ‘patula 
Br.’ added in a different hand, Gunn did not colleet 
A. patula R.Br.” —Dr. R. Melville] 
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VAN DIEMEN'S LAND CORRESPONDENTS 


Epacris myrtifolin [Lab.] t. 35. seems to be my 
1206. [Hooker agreed— Fl. Tas.] 

Epacris heteronema [Lab.] t. 36 1 cannot correctly 
identify, [Gunn had collected it, however, No. 1207, 
1208—FI, 'Tas.] 

Polygonum adpressum [Lab,—Muehlenbeckia ad- 
pressa (Lnb.) Meian.] t. 127, Although LaBillardiere 
does not quote this as a plant of V.D.L.—Brown does, 
LaBillardiere's plant is obviously my 432 [var. 
rotundifolia Meisu,] which I saw plentiful on the 
South Coast of New Holland, 


Persoonia junipering [Lab.] i. 45. LaBilhurdiere 
says that P. juniperina grows three feet & more high. 
I take it to be my 869 [var. uicina Meisn.] as none of 
the others grow so tall. 


Pinelea. nivea [Lub.] t. 6 is my 1243 collected by me 
at Recherche Bay, I have also seen specimens from 
Port Arthur, bnt 1 have not gathered it elsewhere, 

Croton quadripartitnm [C. quadripartitus Lab. i.c. 
Adriana quadripartita (Lab.) Gaud.] t. 223. 1 have 
not gathered yet in V.D.L. 


Blandferdia grandiflera | R.Br.] t. 111, My No 241, 
|^ Blandfordia. qrandiflora Hook. f. non R. Br. is 


Gunni's plant, The oldest name for this appears to be 
B. punicea (Lab.) Sweet, The combination Blund- 
fordia grandiflora R. Br. var. backhousii (Gunn ex 
Lindl.) Hook, f. was published in the FI. Fasm. 2, 49. 
but I] am not aware of s combination under Jf. 
marginata Hook. f. In a rather long m te on this plant 
in the Herbarium Gunn was recominenaing to Hooker 
the commemoration of Baekhouse in a generic nume". 
—Dr. R, Melville.) Why LaBillardiere's specifie name 
was not retnined | know not, but it is at all events as 
good an one as “yrandiflora’ which can only meat 
larger than the species yet discovered. B. punicea 
Lubil. [Aletris punicea Lab.] wonld be qnite as correct 
as the hundreds of names which occur in Botany. One 
would not expeet this from the grent Brown, but he 
may have had good reasons which | “wot not of.” 
The Country was actually scarlet with this beautiful 
plant about Reeherehe Bay, Mussel Bay &e in 
December, 

Campynema linearis [Lib] t. 121 is any No 954, 

Of the other Monocotyledonous plants 1 shall say 
nothing until those 1 have now got are transmitted. 

Of the Acotyledones I profess to know little. You 
may be able to recognise some of them which 1 have 
not. 
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Botanical index of names occurring in the text: names in th» appendices are not included. 
it is usually, but not always, a synonym. 


shown as an indent below ‘the text name. 
Abrotanella forsterioides Hook. 111, 122 
Acacia 55 
Acacia gunnii Benth. 106 

A. voineriformis A. Cunn, ex Benth, 
Acacia stenophylln A. Cunn. ex Benth. 6 
Aencia E 5 "os ovat 
Acacia vernicifiun A. Cunn, — 5, 6, 
Acacia verticillata (L'Her.) Willd. 11 
Acacia saligna Laub. 123 
Acacia dissitiflora Benth, 123 

A. mucronata Willd. var. dissitiflora 

Benth. 

Adiantum assimile Sw. 105 

A. aethiopicum L. 

Maiden Ifsir Fern 

Agastachys odornta R. Br. 93, 95, 110 

White Waratah 


Allantodia R. lir. 116 D 
Athyrium umbrosum (Ait.) Presl. 
ssp. australe (R.Hr.) C.Chr, 
Black Fern 
Alsophila australis R. Dr. 106, 116 
Cyathea australis (H.Br.) Domin 


Prickly Tree Fern 
Alsophila excelsa R. Br. 45 
Cyathea australis (R. Br.) Domin 


Prickly Tree Fern 
Altinvia exeelsa R. Br. 46, 47 A 
Araucnria heterophylla (Salisb. } 


France 47 

Norfolk Island Pine 
Anemone crassifulia Hook, 110 
Anguillaria uniflora Hook. 104 

A. dioica R., Br. 
Auguilluria dioica R. Ir, 104 


Anopterus slundulosus Lab, 20, 76, 104, 
110, 115 
Native Laure! 
Anthericum barbatum 6 
Bulbine semibarbatum (R. Br.) 
Haw. 


Anthacerus (Monoclea) 106 

Anthozercis tasmanica Hook. 
villosa (Andr.) 8m. 77 

A. ericoides (Vent.) G. Don. 
A-nucaria heterophylla (Salisb.) France 


AT 
Norfolk Island Pine 
Aristotelia peduncularis 
Heart Berry 
Arracachi esculenta DC. 25 
Arihropodium — 104 
Arunda phragmites Dodoens 116 
Phragmites communis Trin. 
Reed Grass 


Aotus 


Hook. 12 


Aseroe rubra Lab. 109 
Azolla fijiculoides Lam. var rubra 
(Lub.) Hook. 

Waterfern (Not a true fern) 
Asperucoceus turneri Hook, 119 
Aspidium 105 
Aspidium proliferum R. Br. 105, 121 

Polystichum proliferum (R. Br.) 

Presl, 

Cathead lern 
Asphideleous Flaat 118 

Millizgania spp. 


Gordon Lilies 
Asplenium laxum R. Br. 114 
A. bulbiferum forst. 

Mother Spleenwort : 
Chickens Fern 
Astartea fascicularis DC. 93 

Melaleuca fescieularis 
Astelia alpina R., Hr, 111 
Pineapple Lily 
Aster argophyllus Lah. 63 
Eure argophylla (Lab.) F. Muell. 
Mus 
Astroloma humifusa R. Br. 105 
Native Cranberry 
Atherosperma moschata 
110, 115 
Sassafras 
Athrotaxis 93, 100, 


Hen and 


(DC.) Lab. 


Lab. 20, 86, 


104, 105 
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Athrotaxis cupressoides Don 120 
Pencil Pine 
Athrotaxis laxifolia Hook, 120, 123, 124 
Occasional tree in stands of A, 
selaginoides 
Athrotaxis selaginoides Don. 120, 124 
King Billy Pine 
Athyrium unmbrosum (Ait.) 
anstrale (R. Br.) C. 
Black Fern 
86, 96 
Waterfern 
Azorela 96 


Presl. ssp 
Chr. 116 


Azolla 
(Not a true fern) 


Backhousia 100 
Richea paudanifolia Hook. 
Pandanny 
Baeckia 28 
DB. gunniann Scha. 
Gunn's Mountain Baeckia 
Banksin 63, 101, 109 
Banksia aemula liackh. 63, 65 
B. serrata Linn. f. 
Banksia australis 76, 108 
B. marginata Cav. 
Banksia serrata Linn. f. 63, 65, 76 
Bartramia papillata Hook. f. & Wils 23, 
$3 
Bauera rubioides Andr. 12 
Bellendena montans R. Dr. 27, 39 
Mountain Rocket 
Betula nntarctien 50 
Nothofagus cunninghamii 
Oerst. 
Myrtle-Beech 
Rillardicri 63 
Billardiera pisiformis Lab. 93, 97, 123 
Bisentillae 111 
lotentilla? or Biscutella? 
Garden Cinquefoil Garden Crucifera 
Blandfordia 63 
B. punicea 
Mersey Bells 
Blechnum 105 
Boronia 91 


(Hook.) 


(Lab.) Sweet. 


Boronia pilusa Lab. 93, 97 

rachyrome 101 
Tasmanian Daisy 

Brunon:a australis Sm. 104 


Blue Pin-Cushions 
Bryum pachytheen C, Muell 23 
A Moss 
Bulliarda recurva Hook.f. 107 
'THlae: recurva Hook.f. 
Marsh Sucenlent 
Burchardia umbellata R. Br. 104 
Milkmaids 
Burncttia ennenta Lindl, 


91, 92 
An Orchid 


Caesia corymbosi R. Br. 104 
Chamaescilla corymbosa (R. Br.) F. 
Muell 
Wine Lily 
Caladenin 100, 104 ` 
Caladenia barbata Lindl. 104 
C, deformis R.Br. 
Blue Fairy Orchid 
Caladenia carnea R. Br. 104 
Pink Fingers Orchid 
Caladenia patersoni R. Hr. 2, 104 
Common Spider Orchid 
Caldesia 106 
Damasonium australe Sol. 
Mud Plant 
Callitriche verna l. 106, 107, 116 
C. stagnalis Scop. 
Water Sturwort 
Callitris oblonga Rich. 55 
South Esk Cypress 
Callitris tasmanicx — (Benth.) 
Smith 55 
Oyster Bay Pine 


perhaps 


Baker & 


The colloquial name follows also 


The current name of the plant is 
indented. 


Calystegia reniformis R. Br. 63 
Convolvulus soldanella L. 
Sea Bindweed 
Campynema linearis Lab. 97 
Green Iris 
Canthium quadrifidum Lab. 97 
Coprosma qnadrifida (Lab.) Rob. 
Carpodontus 20, 93, 94, 117 
Carpodontus lucida Lah. 20, 50, 110, 111 


Eucryphin lucida (Lab.) Baill. 
Leatherwoud 

Carpodontns sp. nov. 111 
Eueryphia millizani Jlook.f. 


Leatherwoo:l 
Cassytha 100 
Native Mistletoe 
C-susr'nu 11, 101, 109 
Casuarina stricta Ait, 11 
She-oak 
Casuarina tortulosa 11 
C. distyla Vent. perhaps 
Caulinia »ntarctica Lab. 100 
Cymodccea antarctica (Lab.) Endl. 
Water Plant 
Celmisia astelinefolia Hook.f. 100 
C. longifolia Cass. 
Large White Daisy 
Cenarrenes nitida Lab. 
115 
Cenarrhenes nitida Lab. 
Port Arthur Plum 
Cerateila 111 
Abrotanella forsterivides Hook.f. 
Daisy Cushion Bush 
Charae 97, 106 
Aquatic Plant 
Charlwoodia australis G. Don 
46 
Cordyline autralis Hook.f. 
N.Z. Lily 
Cheilanthes tenuifolia (Burm.f.) Sw. 105 
Parsley Fern 
Chiloglottis 100 
Chilogiottis diphylla R. Br. 104 
Ch. reflexa. (Lab.) Druce 
Ant Occhid 
Chrysanthemum 11 
Compositae resembling C. 
Claudia clezans Lamuur 99, 100, 108 
Seaweed 
Clematis hlanda Hook. 17 
C, aristata R. Br. 
Codium bursa (L.) Ag. 119, 122 
C. tomentosum Ag. 122 
Colehium 40 
Colchicum autumnale L. 
Autumn Croens 
Comesperma calymega Lab. 63 
Spike Milkwort 
Conchium 11 
Hakea 
Coprosma 97 
Coprosma microphylla Hook. 97 
C. quadrifida (Lab.) Rob. 
Coprosma repens Hock. 97 
Creeping Native Currant 
Correa backhousiana Hook. 49, 67 
Correa ferruginea Hackh. 67 
Correa speciosn Ait. 49 
C. reflexa (Lab.) 
Native Fuchsla 
Croton quadripartitum Lab, 93, 97, 123 
Adriana quadripartita (Lab.) Gaud. 
Cryptandra 84, 93, 105 
Cryptandra ulicina Hook, 84 
Spyridinm ulicinum (Hook.) Benth. 
Cryptocarya #5 
Possibly 
Lab. 
Cyathodes abietina R. Br. 97 
Cyder Gum 28, 39, 97, 100 
Eucalyptus gunnii Hook.f. 
Cyrtostylis reniformis R. Br. 104 
Acianthus reniformis (R. Br.) Schl. 
Gnat Orchid 


20, 106, 107. 110, 


(Dracaena) 


Vent. 


Atherosperma moschata 


Cyttaria darwinii 106, 109, 110 
South American fungus 
Cyttaria 106 
C. gunnii Berk. 
Orange-Ball Fungus on Myrtles 


Dacrydium 20, 100, 109, 110 
D. franklinii Hook.f. 
Hnon Pine; Macquarie Harbour Pine 
Dawsonia polytrichoides 16, 17, 26, 82, S3 
D. superba Grev. 
Moss 
Dawsonia longifolia Gunn mss 108 
D. Superba Grev. 


Moss 
Descapora disticha Hook. 93, 97 
Trochocarpa disticha (Hook.) 
Spreng. 


Descapora gunnii Hook. 97 
Trochocpara gunnii (Hook.) Spreng. 
Dianella 105 
Dicksonia 105 
D. antarctica Lab. 
Common Tree Fern; Manfern 
Diselma arcberi Hook.f. 122 
Diuris 100, 104 
Diuris curvifolia Lindl. 104 
D. maculata Sm. 
Leopard Orchid 
Diuris lanceolata Lindl. 104 
D. pedunculata R. Br. 
Golden Moth Orchid 
Dodonaea salsolifolia A. Cunn. ex Hook. 28 
D. erlcifolla G. Don. 
Native Hop 
Doodia aspera R. Br. 105 
D. caudata R. Br. 
Draba 120 
Dracophyllum 118 
D. millirani 
Dracophyllum 117 
Richea pandanifolia Hook. 
Pandanny 
Dresera 62 
Drosera binata Lab. 76 


Hook. 118 


Drosera menziesii Hook. non R. Br. 50, 82 
D. planchonli Hook.f. 
Trailing Snndew 
Drosera spathulata Laub. 77 
Drosera arcturi Hook. 84 
Drosera peltata Sm, 104, 105 
Dryandra 71l, 72 
West Australian Protacea 
Eleocarpns peduncularis Lab. 
Aristotelia peduncularis (Lab.) 
Hook.f. 
Heart Berry 
Elichrysum 39 
Helichrysum 


Elemus arenarius 17 
Elymus arenarius L. 
Sea Lyme Grass 


Epacris 19, 27 

Epacris impressa Lab. 40 
Heath 

Epacris myrtifolia Lab. 97 
Coral Heath 


Eucalyptus 11, 12, 28, 76, 91 
Eucalyptus rohusta Sm. 11, 12 
E. glodulus Lab. 
Eucalyptus glebulus Lab. 12, 15 
Blue Gum 
Eucalyptus gunnii Hook.f. 28, 39, 97, 100 
Cider Gum 
Eucalyptus regnans F. Muell 122 
Swamp Gum; Stringy Cum 
Eucryphia milligani Hook.f. 94, 110, 111 
Leatherwood 
Enphrasia 106 
Kyebright 
Euphorbiacea 40, 12 
Euphorbiaceous Plant 121 
Ricinocarpus pinifolius Desf. 122 
Bridal Bush 
Euthales trinervis Lab. 97, 123 
Velleia trinervis (Lab.) 
Western Australian Plant 


BOTANICAL INDEX. 


Exocarpus, a trailing 27 
Exocarpos humifusa R. Hr. 
Creeping Wild Cherry 


Fagus, the Olyinpus 119 
Nothofagus gunnii Hook. 
Deciduous Beech 


Fagus 76, 84, 104, 106, 121 
Nothofagns 
Fagus cunninghamii Hook. 20, 106, 109, 
110, 115 
Nothofagus cunninghamii (Hook.) 


Ocrst. 
Myrtle-Heech 
Forstera 111 
Abrotanella forsteriodides Hook.f. 
Daisy-type Cushion Bush 
Frankenia tetrapetala Lab. 97 
F. pauciflora DC. 


Sea Heath 
Friesía peduncularis DC. 28, 110 
Aristotelia peduncularis (Lab.) 
Hook.f. 


Heart Berry 

Frenela australis R. Br. ex Endl. 55 
Callitris oblonga Rich. 
Native Cypress 

Ganltheria h;spida R. Br. 20, 28, 39 
Snowberry 

Gleichenia 115 

Gleichenla tenera R. Br. 116 
G. flahellata R. Br. var. tenera R, Br. 
Umbrella Fern 

Glossudia major R. B. 104 
Parson in the Pulpit Orchid; Large 

Waxllp Orchid 

Gompholobium tomentosum Lab. $87, 123 
West Austrnlian Bladder Pen 

Goodenia 97 

Grammitis rutacfolia R. Hr. 105 
l'leurosorus rutaefolius (R.Br.) lee 
Finger Fern 

Gunnia 40 


Gunnia australis Hook. 53, 63, 76 
Sarcochilus australis (Lindl.) 
Reichb.f, 


Cunn'& Tree Orchid 


Hakea 1], 27, 28 

Hernionitis 105 
Todea harhara (L.) T. Moore 
Austral KIng Fern 

Hewurdia tasmnnica Hook. 118 
Black Iris 

Hibhertin 40 


Guinea Flower 
Hibbertin billardiari F. Muell 72 
Climbing Guinea Flower 


Hibiscus (Lazunia) patersonii 46, 47 
Lagunaria patersonii G. Don. 
Queensland Plant 

Hibiscus mutabilis L. 5, 6 
Plant of Chlna 

Hookerin pennata Hook. 23 
Cyathophorum pennatum Bridel. 
Moss 

Hovea 62 

liymenanthera angustifolia R. B. 
Tree Violet or Thorn Bush 

Hymenophyllum 114 
Fllmy Fern 

Hymenophyllum cupressiforma Lab. 114 
H. tunbridgense (L.) Sm. 114 
Flmy Fern 

Hypoxls 40 
Hypoxis hygrometrica Lab. 40 
Golden Star 


lrideons Plant 110 
Libertin pulchella Spreng. 
Myrtle Forest Iris 
lsoetes 96, 109, 116 
gunnii Braun, 
Gunn's Quillwort 
lsopoyon eeratophyllus R. Br. 72 
Horny Conebush 


105, 126 


Junceae 76 
Rushes 


Jungercmanniae 106 
Moss-like Liverworts 


Kunzia_ corifolia Reichb. 72 
K. ambigna (Sm.) Druce 


Lasiopetalum discolor Hook. 76 
Velvet Bush 
Lnuwrencia spicata Hook. 116 
Plagianthus spicatus (Hook.) Benth. 
Leguminosae 105 
Lemma 116 
Duckweed 
Leptospermum 27. 100, 110 
Leptospermum ineclinans R. Br. 28 
Leucopogon 26, 28, 97 
Heard Heaths 
Leucopogon ericoides R. Br. 77 
Leucopogon ericifolia 76 
L. ericoides R. Br. 
Pink Heard Heath 
Libertia lannreneei Honk. 110 
L. pulchella Spreng. 
Myrtle Forest Iris 
Limosella 116 
Mudwort 
Lindsaea 15, 122 
Lindsaea lanceolata Lab. 121, 123 
L. linearis Sw. 122 
Serew Fern 
Lindsaca ensifolia Sw. 121, 122 
Schizoluma ensifolium (Sw.) 
Queensland Iern 
Lomaria 105 
Blechnum 
Wnter Fern 
Lomaria provera R. Br. 121 
Blechnum procerum (R. Br.) 
Hard Water Fern 
Lomstia 110 
L. polymorpha K. Br. 
Mountsin Guitar Plant 
Loranthus 99 
Cassytha 
Native Mistletve 
Lotus corniculatus L. 6 
Bird's-foot T'refoil 
Lyellia crispa R. Br. 26 
Lyonsia straminea R. Br. 110 
Devil's Gut 
Lythrum 116 
Loose-strife 


J.Sm. 


26, 28, 39 


Macdonaldia 100 
Thelymitra 
Sun Orchid 
Moen nition microstomum Hook. & Grev. 
$83 


Moss 
Melaleuca ericacfolia Sm. 77 
Paper-bark "Tea-Tree 
Melaleuca (Astartea) fascicularis 
Lah. 93, 97, 123 
Mentha 6. 116 
M. gracilis R. Br. 
Native Penny-royal 
Metrosideros lanceolata 12 


(DC.) 


Callistemon pallidus (Bonpl) DC. 
perhaps 
Yellow  Hottlebrush 

Mierocachrys tetragona  (lIook.) Hook.f- 


120, 122, 123, 125 
Creeping Conlfer 
Mierotis 104 
Onion Orchid 
Milligania 118 
Gordon Lily 
Milllgania longlfolia 111, 118 
Mimosa verticillata L'Herit. 12 
Acncia verticillnta (L'Herit.) Willd. 
Prickly Mimosa 
Monoclea 106 
Anthocercis tasmanica Hook. 
Montia 107, 116 
M. fontana L. 
Marsh Plant 
Muehlenbeckia adpressa (Lab.) Meisn, 94 
Macquarie Vine 


D S à ee St 


Mylitta australis Berk. 97 
Blaekman's Bread Fungus 

Myriophyllum variaefolium Hook.f. 106 
M. propinquum A. Cunn. 
Aquatic Herh. " 

Myriophyllum amphibium Lab. 97 
Aquatic Herb 


Nothofagus cunninghamii (Hook.) Oerst. 
ZE T, 122 
Myrtle-Beech 
Nothofagus gunnii Hook. 119 
Deciduons Beech 
Notolea ligustrina Vent. 100 
Native Olive 


Olea 10 
Orites 26, 27, 28, 124 
Mountain Shrubs 
Osotes 114 
Oxalis tuberosa 25 | 
Oxalis microphylla Poir. 
O. corniculata L. var. 
oir. 
Yellow Wood Sorrel 
Ozothamnus 99 
Helichrysum (Shrubs) 


microphylla 


Patersonia 2, 117 
Blue Iris 
Pelargonium 91 
Pelargonium erodioides Benth. ex Hook. 28 
P. inodorum Willd. 
Native Pelargonium 
lersoonin 40 . 
Phebalium billardieri 76, 110 
Ph. squameum (Lab.) Druce 
Lancewood 
Phebulium montanum Hook. 28, 50 
Phyllocladus asplenioides 110 
P. aspleniifolius (Lab.) Hook.f. 
Celery Top Pine: Adventure Bay 
Pine 
Pilularia 116 N 
Pilwort, an aquatic plant 
Pilitis aeerosa Lind. 109 
Riches acerosa (Lind.) F.Mucll. 
limelea 5, 106 
Pimelea filiformis Hook. 107 
Pittosporaceae 39 
Plagianthus pulchellus (Bonpl.) A. Gray 
47, 55 
Plagianthus sidoides Hook. 47, 54, 55 
Currajong 
Matylobium murrayanum Hook. 106 
P. triangulare R. Br. 
Trailing Bush Pea 
Pleurnndra astrotricha Sieb. 72, 106 
Hibbertia billardieri F. Muell. 
Climbing Guinea Flower 
Podorarpus alpina Hook.f. $84, 85, 120 
Mountain Yew: Plum Pine 
Podocarpus zuspleniifolius Lab. 110 


Phyllocladus — asplenilfolius — (Lab.) 
Hook.f. 
Celery Top Pine; Adventure Bay 
Pine 
Polygonum adpressnm Lab. 94 
Muehlenbeckia adpressa (Lab.) 
Meisn 
Maequarie Vine 
Polygonum gunnii Hook. 94 
Muehlenbeckia adpressa (Lab.) 
Meissn 
Macquarie Vine 
Polypodium  billardieri Presl. 105 
Copel J| 
Microsorium diversifolium — ( Willd.) 
copel 


Finger Fern 
Polytrichum | 22, 82 

P. juniperinum Hedwe. 

Moss 
lomaderris $84, 92 
Pomaderris apetala Lab. 63 

Dogwood. Native Pear 
Porphyra laciniata Ag. 119 

Seaweed 
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Potamogetons 97, 116 
l'ondweed 
Prionotes cerinthoides R. Br. 
Climbing Heath 
Prostanthera lasianthos Lab. 
Mountain Lilac 
Pseudotsuga douglasii 73 
P. taxifolin 
Douglas Fir 
Pteris faleata R. Br, 123 
Pellaea falcata Fee 
Sickle Fern 
Pterygoptppus lawrencii Hook. 122 
Daisy Cushion Bush 
Pterostylis T00, 104 
Greenhood Orehids 
PterostyEs curta R. Br. 104 
Pterostylis mutica R. Br. 104 
Pterostylis nana R. Br, 104 
Pterostylis pedunculata R. Br. 104 
Pterostylis squamata R. Hr. 104 
Pultenaea 11, 12, 26 
Bush Pea 


98, 95, 110 
26, 28 


Ranunculus 106, 109 
Ranunculus gunnianus Hook. 40, 41, 66 
Gunn's Mountain Buttercup 
Ranuneulus nanus Hook, 28 
Ranunculus vestitus Hook.f. 91 
Ranunculus pimpinellifolius Hook, 91 
Ranunculus trichophyllus Chaix 
Ranunculus lappaceus Sm. var. pascuinus 
Hook.f. 106, 107 
R. pascuinus (Hook.f.) Melville 
Restiaceac Tt 
Rushes 
Richea 27, 117 
R. acerosa (Hook.) F. Muell possibly 
Richea 92 
Richea 26, 118 
Dracophyllum millizgani Hook. 
Richea dracophylla R. Br. 94, 118 
Richea pundanifolia Hook. 92, 94, 97, 110. 
118, 124 
Richea gunnii 118 
Riches scoparia Hook. 118 
Ricinocarpus pinifolius Desf. 122 
Wedding (or Bridal) Bush 
Rubus geunnianus Hook. 110 
Monntain Raspberry 
Ruppia 7, 106, 116 
R. maritima L. 100 
Sea Tassel Weed 


Sarcochilus 161 

Sclerantheae 122 

Scleranthus hiflorus Hook. 122 
Cushion Plant 


Selerolemia forsterioides Hook.f. 119, 122, 
124 
Abrotanella forsterioides (Hook.) 


Hook.f. 122 
Schizoloma ensifolium (Sw.) J.Sm. 122 
Queensland Wedge Fern 
Sida pulchella Bonpl. ex DC. 47 
Magianthus pulehelus (Honpl) A. 
Gray 
Silene 114 
Garden Catchfly or Campion 
Siphopteris heterophylla 114 
Name not traced 
Solanum laciniatum Ait. 46, 47 
S. aviculare Forst. 
Kangaroo Apple 
Sollya heterophylla Lab. 123 
West Australian Plant 
Sphacelaria scoparia 119, 122 
S. paniculata Suhr. perhaps 122 
Seaweed 
Sphaerin 116 
Cordyceps gunnii 
Hook.f. 
Caterpillar Fungus 
Sphagnum 120 
Moss 
Stackhousia 62 
Native Mignonette 
Stackhousia flava Hook.f. 65 


(Berk) Berk. in 


Stylidiaeeae 111 
Stylidium umbellatum Lab. 93, 97, 123 
Trigger Plant 
Symphytum asperrimum 25 
Prickly Comfrey (Russia) 
Tasmannia fragrans 10, 27 
Drimys lanceolata (Poir.) Baill. 
Native Pepper 
Tasmannia aromatica R. Br. 76, 110 
Drimys lanceolata (Poir.) Baill. 
Native Pepper 
Taxanthema australis R, Br. 110 
Statice australis (R. Br.) 
Native Statice 
Telopea truneata R. Br. 110, 115 
Tasmanian Waratah 
etratheza 49, 82 
Lilac Bells. Milkmaids 
Tetratheca glandulosa Lab. 91 
Tetratheca pilosa Lab. 91, 92 
Tetratheca procumbens Gunn ex Hook.f. 
92 
T. pilosa Lab. 
Tetratheca ciliata Lindl. 
Thelymitra 10} 
p Sun Orchid 
Tillaea vertieillaris DC. 106 
T. sieberiana Schults 
Succulent Annual 
Todea africana Willd. 105 
T. barbara (L.) T. Moore 
Austral King Fern 
Trichostomum 18, 19, 20, 29 
Moss 
Triglochum | 106 
Aquatic Plant 
Trineuron 
Abrotanella forsterioides Hook.f. 
Daisy Cushion Bush 
Tristanea voliusta 5 
Plant in Myrtaceae 
Trochocarpa disticha (Lab.) Spreng. 97 
Trochocarpa gunnii (Hook.) Spreng. 97 
Typha 116 
tced-Muce 


Spreng. 


83, 106 


Utricularia 79, 97 
Bladderwort 
Usnea spneelata 24, 20 
U. melaxantha 

Lichen 


Vallisneria 84, 16, 116 

V. spiralis 1. 54 

Water Plant 
Veronica 27 

V, nivea Lindl. probably 
Veronica arguta R. Hr. 114 
Veronieu notabilis F. Muell. 114 
Viola hederacea Lab. 105 

Ivy-leif Violet; White Violet 
Villursia 97 

Limnanthemum ( Hook.) 

Ilook.f. 
Plant of Alpine Lakes 


gunnii 


Wahlenhergia gracilis Dc. 105 
Wahlenbergia gracilenta Lothian 105 


Wahlenbergia gymnoclada 105 
Wahlenbergia billardieri 105 
Blue bels 
Weinmannia biglandulosa Hook. 20 
Anodopetalum biglandulosum A. 
Cunn. ex Hook.f. 
Horizontal 
Weinmannia australis 110, 115 
as above 


Xanthorrhaca australis R. Br. 63 
Xanthorrhuea arhorea 71, 72 

X. australis R. Br, 

Grass Tree; Yacca 


Zieria 110 
Zostera marina L. 100, 101 
Z. tasmanica G. V. Mart. 
Sea-wrack; Eel-grass 


